Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/s19id13413960 


' 


MEMOI  R  S 


OF  TH  £ 


V 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY 


/ 

O  F 


LONDON. 

»  \ 

INSTITUTED  IN  THE  YEAR  1773, 

% 


VOL.  IV. 


LONDON! 

PRINTED  BY  DARTON  AND  HARVEY, 

FOR  CHARLES  DILLY,  IN  THE  POULTRY. 


M  DCCX  C V. 


. 


0.  C  V* 


•.  .  '  .  •  :  i 


: .  {  o  a 

= 


/ 

P  4y 


_  'k  *  y;» 

h  *  ' 

'  rs 

\$>c'  ..  % 

X£f  *?T 


*=s= 


- 


»♦ 

PREFACE. 


>• 


SINCE  the  publication  of  the  third  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Society’s  Memoirs,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medals  have  been  prefented. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Field,  Apothecary,  New- 
gate-ftreet,  for  his  Differtation  on  the  Croup  ; 
a  Silver  Medal. 

•  •  ,  *  *  —  _ 

To  Dr.  Johnftone,  of  Worcefter,  for  fe- 

veral  valuable  Communications ;  a  Silver 

Medal.  \  '  '  '• 

0  *  *  1 

No  fatisfa<5lory  anfwer  having  been  return¬ 
ed  to  the  queftion  propofed  by  the  fociety  for 
the  gold,  or  Fothergillian  Medal,  the  fame  is 
continued  for  the  year  1795,  with  the  other 
queftions  formerly  announced,  viz. 

cc  What  are  the  Effects  of  Mineral  Poifons , 
u  upon  living  Animals ,  and  more  particularly 

A  2  “  upon 
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€C  upon  Mankind ,  when  taken  internally ,  or 
“  applied  externally  ;  and  what  are  the  mojl 
*  “  ejjicacious  Means  of  counteracting  thefe  Ef- 
“  JeClsr 

Queftion  for  the  Year  1795. 

“  What  are  the  EffeCls  of  Vegetable  Poi- 
“  fons,  upon  living  Animals,  and  more  efpe- 

“  ’ daily  upon  Mankind ,  when  taken  inter - 

•  • 

“  nally,  or  applied  externally ;  and  what 
“  Means  are  mojl  efficacious  in  counter  aEl- 
*•  ing  thefe  EJfeCls  ?” 

Queftion  for  the  Year  1796. 

<c  What  are  the  EJfcCls  of  Animal  Pot- 
“  fons,  either  by  internal  or  external  appli- 
“  cations,  upon  living  Animals ,  and  efpe- 
“  dally  upon  Mankind ;  and  what  arc  the 
“  mojl  ejficacioas  means  of  counteracting 
“  thefe  Effects  ? 

Queftion  for  the  Year  1797. 

“  What  are  the  EJfeCls  of  Aerial  Poifons , 
"  upon  living  Animals,  and  cfpecially  upon 
“  Mankind;  and  zvhat  arc  the  mojl  ejfi - 

“  cacious 
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“  carious  Means  of  counteracting  thefe  Ef- 
“fetts?” 

N.  B.  It  is  defired  that  every  Anfwer  to  any  of  the 
foregoing  Queftions  may,  as  faraspoflible,  be  founded 
upon  a£lual  Experiments, or  well  authenticated  Faffs. 
And  that  the  feveral  Competitors  will,  if  practicable, 
afcertain  the  Specific,  or  Chara&eriflic  Symptoms 
of  each  particular  Poifon  ;  in  order  to  afli It  Medi¬ 
cal  Praffioners,  not  only  in  their  Endeavours  to  af¬ 
ford  Relief,  but  in  the  Evidence  which  they  may  be 
required  to  give  upon  Ouefiions  of  this  nature  in 
any  Court  of  Juftice. 

/ 

The  Society  continue  to  offer  two  Silver 
Medals  annually ;  one  to  the  author  of  the 
beft  Effay,  read  before  the  Society  within  the 
year,  by  a  Fellow,  that  is,  any  Member  who 
refides  within  feven  miles  of  London ;  the 
fecond,  to  the  beft  Effay  by  any  other  perfon. 
One  of  our  members  has  alfo  propofed  to  give 
a  gold  Medal,  or  twenty  guineas  (at  the  op¬ 
tion  of  the  fuccefsful  Candidate)  for  the  beft 
Effay,  in  anfwer  to  the  following  queftion, 
viz. 

<(  What  Difeafes  are  moft  frequent  in  Work - 
ss  houfes,  Poorhoufes,  and  fimilar  Xnfti- 
“  tutions,  and  what  are  the  beft  mea  of 
* 6  preventing  or  curing  them  ?*' 

A  3  I.  It 
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PR  ET  ACE* 


I.  It  is  required  that  in  the  anfzoer  to 
this  Quejlion ,  particular  attention  be  paid 
to  afeertain  the  caufes  and  bejl  mode  of  treat¬ 
ing  epidemic  difeajes. 

% 

II.  It  zcould  be  proper  to  advert  to  the 
feite  and  fruQure  of  thefe  houfes  ;  and  the 

ceconomy  in  their  management,  as  conducive 
to  health  or  ficknefs  ;  as  well  as  to  af certain 
what  fpecies  of  employment,  or  what  article 
of  manufactory,  would  bejl  fuit  each  rela¬ 
tive  fituation  of  the  buildings ,  as  they  re - 
fpeCl  emolument  or  health . 


REGU- 
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REGULATIONS 


RESPECTING  THE 

MEDAL. 

1.  Each  Differtation  fhall  be  delivered  to 
the  Secretary*  in  the  Latin,  Englifh,  or  French 
Language,  on  or  before  the  firft  Day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1794;  and  the  adjudication  of  the 
Medal  fhall  take  Place  in  the  laid  W eek  of 
February,  1795. 

2.  With  each  Differtation  fhall  be  deliver¬ 
ed  a  fealed  Packet  with  fome  Motto  or  Device 
on  the  Outfide ;  and  within,  the  Author’s 
Name  and  Defignation  ;  and  the  fame  Motto 
or  Device  fliall  be  put  upon  the  Differtation, 
that  the  Society  may  know  how  to  addrefs  the 
fuccefsful  Candidate* 

3*  No  Paper  with  the  Name  of  the  Au¬ 
thor  affixed,  can  be  received ;  and  if  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  any  Paper  fhall  difcover  himfelf  to  the 
Council,  or  to  any  Member  thereof,  fuch  Pa¬ 
per  fliall  be  excluded  from  all  Competition  for 
the  Medal. 

a4 


4.  All 
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4.  All  the  Differtations,  the  fuccefsful  one 
excepted,  fhall  be  returned,  if  defired,  with  the 
iealed  Packets  unopened. 

The  Directors  of  the  Royal  Humane  Socie¬ 
ty  of  London,  having  again  referred  the  deci- 

# 

fion  of  their  Prize  Medal  to  this  Society,  the 
following  is  a  minute  of  their  adjudication. 

“  Council  of  the  Medical  Society , 

*l  Monday  June  30th,  1794. 

“  Mr.  Armiger  in  the  Chair. 

“  Refolved,  that  the  Differtation  on  Appa¬ 
rent  Death,  bearing  for  its  Motto,  “  Vita  bre¬ 
vis,  ars  lo?iga ,  experimentum  difficile,”  is  ad¬ 
judged  by  the  Council  to  be  deferving  of  the 
Gold  Medal  offered  by  the  Humane  Society  ; 
and  that  upon  the  Letter  accompanying  it  be¬ 
ing  opened,  it  appears  to  be  written  by  Antho¬ 
ny  Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  of  Bath. 
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article  I. 

History  of  a  Case  of  Pemphigus. 

By  WILLIAM  GAITSKELL,  Surgeon, 

ROTHERHITHE. 

Communicated  by  J.  C.LETTSOM,  M.  D.  &c. 
Read  October  5,  1789. 

John  Thompson,  aged  44,  of  the  fan- 

guine  temperament,  but  remarkably  healthy, 
after  fvveating  profufely  with  hard  labour, 
was  attacked  on  the  night  of  Auguft  the  12th, 
with  a  feniation  of  prickling  in  the  fkin  ;  par¬ 
ticularly,  on  the  bread;  and  neck,  infide  of 
the  arms,  legs,  and  thighs.  This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  feveral  fmall  veficles,  about 
the  fize  of  peas,  diftended  with  a  pellucid 
ferum  :  Thefe  extended  themfelves  in  all  di¬ 
rections,  and  in  three  days  acquired  their  great- 
eft  magnitude. 

Their  fhapes  were  various,  fome  being 
round,  others  oval ;  the  long  axis  of  many 
A  ol.  IV.  B  being 
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being  more  than  an  inch.  In  this  flate  they 
remained  flationary  ;  but  changed  their  co¬ 
lour  to  a  pale  yellow:  continued  near  a  week, 
and  then  burfl.  A  few  of  the  largefl  gave  a 
flight  fenfe  of  fcalding,  but  no  inflammation, 
the  intermediate  fkin  being  quite  pale. 

Thei  e  was  a  fucceflion  of  crops  from  Au~ 
gufl  the  12th,  till  Sept,  the  5th  ;  the  number 
amounting  to  more  than  two  hundred  :  though 
the  affedlion  of  the  fkin  was  general,  there  was 
no  fever,  fo  that  medicine  feemed  to  be  ufe- 
lefs,  excepting  a  placebo  to  amufe  the  mind, 
and  fome  mild  ointment,  after  fnipping  the 
bladders,  to  prevent  the  irritation  of  expofure. 
Under  this  treatment  they  healed  rapidly,  the 
cuticle  defquamating.  The  fkin  having  now 
loft  the  veficular  tendency,  the  man  went  to 
work,  and  remains  well  in  his  old  occupation  of 
drayman  and  hoftler. 


REMARKS. 

The  cafe  which  I  have  defcribed  is  the  Pem¬ 
phigus  Major, an  uncommon difeafe, and, in  this 
in  fiance,  not  entitled  to  be  clafled  in  the  Exanthe¬ 
mata  Febrilia  of  our  two  great  nofologills,  Cul¬ 
len 
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len  and  Sauvages.  The  latter  defines  it  “  Erup- 
tio  Phlydtasnarum  avellanae  circiter  magnitu- 
dinem  fero  diluto  flavo  turg^rum*.”  And  this 
definition  under  the  head  Impetigines,  would  be 
agreeable  to  truth ;  if,  we  admit,  that  there 
be  two  kinds,  acute  and  chronic  ;  the  firft  at¬ 
tended  with  fever,  the  latter  without;  of  which, 
in  my  opinion,  there  is  not  a  doubt. 

In  other  Exanthemata,  as  Eryfipelas,  and 
Urticaria,  we  have  two  kinds,  one  acute,  the 
other  chronic  :  the  fame  obtains  in  pemphigus. 
Of  the  latter  I  have  met  with  but  two  inftances, 
of  the  former  none.  One  is  the  cafe  I  have  re¬ 
lated,  the  other  at  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  un¬ 
der  Dr.  Gregory.  This  was  a  woman,  aged 
26,  who  had  it  very  general,  even  to  the  pair¬ 
ing  into  her  mouth,  down  the  oefophagus,  and 
through  the  whole  track  of  the  inteftinal  canal, 
but  yet  unattended  with  fever.  It  was  preceded 
by  hcematemefis  and  amenhorrhcea,  and  was  her 
fourth  attack.  There  are  two  chronic  cafes 
mentioned  by  Sauvages,  but  five  where  fever 
made  a  part ;  alfo,  one  well-defcribed  cafe,  with 
eruptive  fever,  by  my  ingenious  friend.  Dr. 
Steph.  Dickfon,  in  the  Tranfadtions  of  the 

*  Vide  Sauvages,  Clafs  HI.  O.  If  Exanthematics. 
Gen,  III. 
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Royal  Irifh  Academy,  for  the  year  1787. 
Therefore,  I  think,  there  will  be  great  pro¬ 
priety  in  placing  that  with  fever,  among  the 
exanthematicae  of  Cullen  and  Sauvage,  and 
the  chronic,  among  impetigines,  or  vitia  ex¬ 
terna,  with  this  definition  of  Linna?us,  “  Veli- 
cula  ferofa,  diftenta,  pcllucida,  ball  infiam- 
mata,  rupta  dolens*.” 

With  refpecl  to  Dr  Cullen,  he  declares  but 
once  having  feen  a  cafe  of  Pemphigus,  and 
that  was  (hewn  him  by  Dr.  Home ;  but  it 
was  not  faid  whether  with  fever  or  without ; 
and  this  was  poflerior  to  his  laid  publications : 
however,  as  the  Doftor  has  read  all  that 
is  written  on  the  difeafe,  and,  in  his  fynopfis, 
has  made  it  contagious,  and  the  veficles  to 
appear,  on  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day,  we 
(hall  fee  that  this  is  liable  to  objections.  In 
the  febrile  cafe  of  Dr.  Dickfon,  new  velicles 
appeared  every  day  for  more  than  a  fortnight  j 
and,  in  the  two  cafes  which  fell  under  my 
cognizance,  they  appeared  in  fuccefiion  for 
more  than  three  weeks.  In  the  next  place  it  has 
never  yet  proved  contagious,  elfe  why  does  it 
not  multiply  itfelf  like  other  contagions  ?  inflead 

*  Vide  Nofolog  Mcth.  Linniei,  Clafs  XI.  Vitia.  Gen. 
274* 
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of  which,  there  are  very  experienced  men  who 
have  never  feen  it,  and,  others,  but  a  folita- 
ry  cafe  or  fo.  To  prove  with  more  certainty 
its  uninfedfious  nature,  I  fubmitted  to  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  inoculation,  but,  without  being 
infedted  ;  therefore,  have  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  it  is  not  contagious,  and  that  limiting  the 
eruption  to  a  period  of  three  days,  and  mak¬ 
ing  it  contagious,  is  not  agreeable  to  experience. 

I  have  mentioned  the  occurrence  of  pem¬ 
phigus,  in  the  fame  patient,  four  different 
times — this  is  a  curious  fadt,  and  fhews  a 
ftrong  conflitutional  tendency  ;  which  inftead 
of  being  altered  by  the  adtion  of  the  difeafe,  as 
happens  in  variolous  and  morbillous  inflam¬ 
mation,  only  modified  the  fkin  to  renew  it 
again.  Therefore,  it  fhews  no  affinity  with 
thefe  difeafes,  but  great  alliance  with  other 
chronic  eruptions,  as  erythema,  nettle-rafh, 
and  ffiingles,  which  inftead  of  deftroying  the 
{kin’s  fufceptibility,  only  encreaie  its  readi- 
nefs  to  produce  it.  This,  by  analogy,  may 
be  transferred  to  other  cutaneous'  affedfions 

t 

which  are  apt  to  relapfe,  and,  perhaps,  with 
great  propriety  to  Pemphigus. 

With  refpedt  to  the  caufe  of  vehicular  erup¬ 
tions,  it  is  difficult  to  be  traced;  probably  fome 
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unknown  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  by  Simulat¬ 
ing  the  extremities  of  the  exhalant  arteries, 
combined  with  ftrong  cutaneous  fufeeptibility, 
may  produce  a  new  modification  of  aCtion, 
and  caufe  the  phoenomena  recited.  We  have 
many  inftances  where  the  natural  aCtion  of 
parts  are  fo  altered  by  a  variety  of  internal  as 
well  as  external  caufes,  which  we  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with,  but  know  to  exift  by  their  ef¬ 
fects,  that  my  conjecture  is  not  quite  impro¬ 
bable.  That  an  alteration  of  aCtion  will  give 
a  variety  of  phoenomena  we  have  the  cleared: 
proof ;  for  in  the  hydrophobic,  cancerous,  fy- 
philitic,  variolous,  and  morbillous  inflamma¬ 
tions,  the  mildeft  fluids  are  actually  changed 
into  animal  poifons,  and  all  this  by  fome  l'pe- 
cific  aCtion  induced  upon  the  velfels  which 
they  pafs  through.  This  being  granted,  it 
may  reafonably  be  employed  to  explain  many 
cutaneous  appearances,  which  can  never  be 
comprehended  under  the  common  idea  of  ge¬ 
neral  acrimony,  or  particular  ferments.  The 
phoenomena  of  fmall-pox  are  explained  upon 
the  principle  of  a  ferment,  and  that  of 
meaflcs  upon  an  acrimony  of  the  blood  *,  but 
with  what  propriety  I  will  now  leave  to  be 

*  Vide  Cullen’s  Practice  of  Pilyfic. 
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judged.  The  fame  was  fuppofed  to  occur  in 
fyphilis,  till  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hunter  prov¬ 
ed  it  erroneous,  and  that  fyphilitic  blood  would 
not  infedt,  however  violent  the  fpecific  difeafe 
was.  Why  in  fmall-pox  and  meafles  the 
folids  fliould  be  fo  altered,  as  to  be  rendered 
incapable  of  producing  their  fpecific  fymp- 
toms  more  than  once,  while  others  retain  a 
latent  fufceptibility  to  recur  again,  is  beyond 
my  ability  to  explain,  and,  therefore,  fhall 
leave  it  unattempted. 

My  opinion  of  Pemphigus  therefore  is  this, 
that  it  is  fometimes  acute,  and  fometimes 
chronic  ;  the  former  being  conftantly  attended 
with  fever,  the  latter  as  conftantly  without ; 
that  in  neither  cafe  is  it  an  acrimonious,  or 
contagious  matter,  thrown  off  from  the  blood  ; 
but,  pure  ferum,  fccreted  by  the  cutaneous 
exhalent  arteries  j  and  if  acrimony  exifts,  mud 
be  attributed  to  the  adtion  of  the  veifels  it 
paftes  through.  This  takes  place  in  catarrh, 
where  the  mild  mucus  of  the  noftrils  and 
trachea,  is  changed  into  a  ftimulating  ichor — 
and  in  purulent  ulcers,  we  have  inftances  of 
the  mildeft  matter  being  rendered  corrofive,  by 
local  irritations— enough  to  explain  the  origin 
of  acrimony. 

B  4 
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I  was  induced  by  curiofity  to  examine  the 
fluid  contained  in  the  veficles,  and,  fee  whe¬ 
ther  it  poflfefled  any  outward  figns  of  ftimu- 
lating  powers,  but  found  it  fimilar~to  the  fe- 
rum  of  blood,  only  much  lcfs  faline,  and  lefs 
faturated  with  coagulable  lymph.  Of  a  pale 
yellow  colour,  but  quite  tranfparent,  and  flip- 
pery,  between  the  fingers,  like  a  thin  folu- 
tion  of  gum  arabic.  It  was  alfo  infipid  and 
inodorous.  A  quantity  collected  in  four  dif¬ 
ferent  vials  was  expofed  to  the  aftion  of  three 
concentrated  mineral  acids,  and  redtined  fpirit 
cf  wine.  With  each  it  was  decompofed,  the 
coagulable  matter  feparating  in  the  form  of 
white  flakes :  the  fame  happened  to  the  fe- 
rum  of  blood ;  but  more  coagulum.  The 
proportion  of  coagulum  in  the  veficular  liquor 
was  two  grains  in  thirty-two. — In  fomc  of  the 
veficles  of  five  days,  the  coagulable  lymph 
had  feparated  fpontaneoufly,  two  thirds  of  the 
liquor  being  thin,  the  remainder  adhering  to 
the  fecreting  furface,  tremulous  like  jelly.  In 
a  few  days  this  was  abforbed,  and  new  cuticle 
fupplied  its  place,  the  old  one  falling  off  in 
the  form  of  brown  feales. 

I  his  finilhes  all  I  have  to  fay  upon  Pemphi¬ 
gus  :  I  wifh,  however,  it  were  in  my  power  to  il- 
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luftrate  it  more  clearly.— With  refpecft  to  the 
cure,  when  it  is  of  the  chronic  kind,  the  moil 
mild  ointments,  are  all  that  is  neccflary ;  but, 
if  of  the  acute  kind,  the  principal  attention 
muft  be  paid  to  the  fever ;  not  neglecting  the 
-  local  remedies.  In  moil  cafes,  attended  with 
fever,  there  has  been  great  debility,  and  bark 
with  wine  have  been  liberally  required  ;  but, 
fometimes,  it  has  been  more  inflammatory, 
and  bleeding  has  been  employed  with  advan¬ 
tage  : — This,  however,  muft  be  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  practitioner.  When  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  veficles  enter  the  mouth,  and 
alimentary  canal,  the  patient  muft  be  fupport- 
ed  by  glyfters  of  broth  or  milk,  till  the  fto- 
mach  is  fitted  to  receive  food ;  and  tonics 
muft  be  had  recourfe  to  afterwards,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  cure, 

WILLIAM  GAITSKELL. 

Rotherhithe, 

Sept.  30,  1789. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

Obfervations  on  the  Digitalis  Purpurea ,  or 

Fox -glove. 

By  WILLIAM  CURRIE,  M.D.  C.M.S.  Chester. 

In  a  Letter  to  J.  C.  LET TSOM,  M.D.  &.c. 

Read  October  26,  1789. 

I  have  read  with  much  pleafure  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety.  The  candid  manner  in  which  you  have 
given  the  refult  of  your  pradtice  with  the  Di¬ 
gitalis  Purpurea  in  dropfies,  does  you  honour, 
and  will  be  of  fervice  to  mankind.  My  own 
obfervations  of  the  effedts  of  that  remedy  in 
hydropic  affedtions  corrcfpond  intirely  with 
yours: — and  there  is  rcafon  to  fear,  that  the 
general  and  indiferiminate  ufe  of  that  vege¬ 
table,  in  confequence  of  the  ftrong  recom¬ 
mendations  of  fome  refpedtable  phyficians,  has 
in  many  inftances  been  produdtive  of  the  moft 
pernicious  effects. 
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The  Digitalis  Purpurea,  is  evidently  to  be 
ranked  amongft  the  fedative  poifons.  It  ads 
moft  powerfully  upon  the  nervous  lyftem,  de- 
ftroying  its  mobility,  and  weakening  the  vital 
powers.  In  hydropic  affedions,  therefore, 
which  frequently  originate  from  debility,  and, 
almoft  in  every  inftance,  are  attended  by  a 
considerable  degree  of  it,  no  good  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  remedy  that  operates  fo  ftrongly 
in  weakening  the  powers  of  life.  When  hy¬ 
dropic  fwellings  have  been  carried  off  by  the 
Digitalis,  the  abforption  of  the  fluid  appears 
to  have  been  owing  to  the  commotion  excited 
in  the  conftitution  by  the  vires  medicatrices 
nature,  in  order  to  obviate  the  fedative  effeds 
of  the  remedy.  Its  operation  is  therefore  ge¬ 
neral  upon  the  lyftem,  and  not  owing  to  any 
particular  ftimulus  excited  upon  the  fecretory 
veflels  of  the  kidneys.  But  when  from  the 
great  degree  of  debility,  or  a  too  large  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  the  remedy  the  vires  medicatrices  can¬ 
not  produce  the  neceflary  and  falutary  reac¬ 
tion,  the  confequences  muft  be  either  an  en- 
oreafe  of  the  difeafe,  or  a  premature  death. 

This  property  of  the  Digitalis,  which  ren¬ 
ders  its  exhibition  fo  hazardous  in  difeafes  of 
debility,  recommends  it  to  our  attention,  as  a 
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very  powerful  and  ufeful  remedy,  in  cafes 
where  great  excitement,  irritability,  and  en- 
creafed  tone  prevail  in  the  nervous  and  arterial 
fyftems.  It  appears  to  be  particularly  fuited 
to  that  flate  of  irritation  of  the  brain  which 
attends' the  furious  flate  of  maniacs — and  that 
is  perhaps  the  fituation  in  which  it  may  be 
mod  fafely  employed,  and  when  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  its  doing  good  is  the  greatefl. 

About  two  years  ago  a  lady  was  under  my 
care,  who  from  being  endowed  with  much 
lenfibility  of  mind,  and  having  been  expofed 
to  a  train  of  vexations  and  unpleafant  circum- 
ftances,  funk  into  a  flate  of  melancholy  which 
ended  in  mania.  The  fymptoms  of  irrita¬ 
tion,  impetuofity  and  violence,  were  con  flan  t 
and  exceffive.  In  the  firfl  weeks  of  the  dif- 
order,  large  evacuations  by  bleeding  and  purg¬ 
ing  were  employed  without  any  apparent  ef¬ 
fect,  either  in  reducing  her  flrcngth,  or  in 
mitigating  the  violence  of  the  difeafe.  Af¬ 
terwards  emetics,  bliflers,  large  dofes  of  cam- 
phire  and  of  opium  were  had  recourfe  to,  with 
no  better  fuccefs.  The  fedative  effedls  of 
camphire  intirely  failed,  and  opium,  though 
given  in  large  dofes,  feldcm  procured  deep, 

and 
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and  when  it  had  that  effedt,  the  fymptoms 
were  always  more  violent  the  facceeding  day. 

Gaining  no  ground  by  the  ufual  mode  of 
treatment,  and  having  frequently  obfervcd 
the  powerful  fedative  edfedts  of  the  Digitalis 
in  other  difeafes,  I  determined  to  try  it  here. 
It  was  at  fird  given  in  a  pretty  full  dofe,  and 
repeated  fo  as  to  produce  languor,  faintifhnefs, 
and  copdderable  irregularity  of  pulfe.  Its 
operation  was  attended  by  calmnefs,  which 
was  foon  followed  by  deep.  After  a  few  ex¬ 
hibitions  of  this  remedy,  there  was  an  evident 
mitigation  of  the  furious  fymptoms,  and 
though  the  confudon  of  ideas  continued,  the 
patient  became  much  more  manageable,  and 
had  a  greater  difpofition  to  deep  during  the 
night.  I  afterwards  diredted  dve  grains  of  the 
powder  to  be  given  occadonally  upon  any  con¬ 
fiderable  appearance  of  irritation,  or  when 
the  volatility  of  her  fpirits  or  reftlefs  nights 
fhould  require  it.  By  perdfting  in  the  ufe  of 
the  Digitalis,  accompanied  with  laxatives,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  fhower-bath,  this  lady  was  re¬ 
do  red  to  perfedt  health,  and  fhe  now  con¬ 
tinues  to  enjoy  the  greateft  of  all  human  bleff- 
ings,  the  “  Mens  fana  in  corpore  fano.”  It 
may  be  right  to  mention  that  there  never  was 
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any  fymptom  in  this  cafe  that  could  lead  to 
the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of  dropfy,  and  that  the 
medicine  neither  produced  vomiting,  nor  had 
any  fenfible  effedt  in  encreafing  the  urinary  or 
alvine  excretions.  It  appeared  to  operate,  in 
this  cafe,  hy  diminishing  the  irritability  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  fyftem,  and  by  inducing 
fleep:  And  its  poffefling  thefe  properties  with¬ 
out  any  accompanying  ftimulus,  as  is  the  cafe 
with  opium,  renders  it  peculiarly  applicable  to 
the  irritable  flateof  maniacs :  and,  under  proper 
management,  it  promifes  to  be  of  great  utili¬ 
ty  in  every  cafe  of  this  difeafe,  that  does  not 
depend  upon  an  organic  affedtion  of  the  brain. 

Encouraged  by  my  fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  I 
have  fince  given  the  Digitalis  to  feveral  ma¬ 
niacal  patients,  and  frequently  with  advantage. 
In  almoft  every  inftance  its  fedative  and  narco¬ 
tic  effedts  have  been  manifeft. 

Several  years  ago  the  Digitalis  was  given  by 
my  directions  to  three  epileptic  patients: — on 
firft  taking  it,  the  fits  in  all  of  them  returned 
at  longer  intervals,  and  were  thought  not  to 
be  fo  violent ;  but  after  it  had  been  ufed  for 
fome  time,  the  fits  became  as  violent  and  fre¬ 
quent  as  they  had  ever  been,  and  the  medicine 
was  laid  afide. 

The 
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The  great  power  the  Digitalis  poffeffes 
of  diminifhing  the  irritability  of  the  heart, 
and  of  weakening  the  force  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  renders  it  a  probable  remedy  in  aftive 
haemorrhages.  A  grain  of  it  was  given  every 
lix  hours  to  a  lady  of  a  very  hyfterical  con- 
ftitution,  labouring  under  an  haemoptoe,  and 
the  difcharge  of  blood  foon  ceafed,  though 
it  had  before  refilled  the  ufual  remedies. 

A  very  profufe  and  obftinate  nafal  hemor¬ 
rhage,  in  a  man,  ceafed  foon  after  adminifter- 
ing  the  Digitalis. 

Thefe  inftances  appear  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  efficacy  of  Digitalis,  in  reftraining  hae¬ 
morrhages. — It  muft,  however,  be  confcffed 
that  in  luch  cafes  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  fpontaneous  ceffation 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  operation  of  medi¬ 
cines. 

If  you  judge  thefe  few  loofe  obfervations 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Society, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  communicate  them, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

With  much  eileem. 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  CURRIE. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE.  III. 

An  experienced  and  fuccefsful  Method  of  treat¬ 
ing  the  Fi/lula  in  Ano . 

By  JOHN  ML’DGE,  M. D.  Plymouth,  and 

C.M.S. 

In  a  Letter  to  J.  C.LETTSOM,  M.D. 

London. 

Read  November  2,  1789. 

I  have,  on  a  former  occafion,  obferved, 
that  the  practitioner  who  does  not,  from  the 
refult  of  a  long  and  extenfive  bufinefs,  add 
his  mite  to  the  public  ltock  of  profefiional 
knowledge,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged, 
mu  ft  be  deficient  in  induftry,  or  fagacity,  and 
not  well  calculated  for  obfervation.  I  am  dif- 
pofed  to  hope  that  the  fubjedt  of  this  Me¬ 
moir  will  exempt  me  from  a  cenfure  of  the 
like  kind. 

I  Being,  in  the  early  part  of  my  life,  particu¬ 
larly  fond  of,  and  from  a  mechanic  turn,  at¬ 
tached  to,  the  operative  part  of  furgery,  I  was, 
therefore,  folicitous  to  remove  every  embar- 
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raffment  that  might  impede  the  dexterity,  of 
an  operation;  and,  among  others,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  attending  the  management  of  Fiftula  in 
Ano,  or  the  laying  open,  in  a  mafterly  man¬ 
ner,  and  confequently  the  cure  of  fmous 
ulcers  burrowing  in  the  fat  furrounding  the 
redtum,  engaged  my  particular  attention. 

In  the  experienced  furgeon,  I  need  not  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  want  of  fuccefs,  independent 
of  any  critical  indifpoiition  in  the  habit,  arifes 
from  the  difficulty  of  coming  fairly  at  the 
work ;  and,  confequently,  of  operating  or 
laying  open  the  finus,  and  of  applying  the 
dreffings  effectually.  Both  thefe  important 
confiderations,  a  very  fimple  contrivance  fub- 
jedted  to  my  management ;  and  as  a  long, 
and  fuccefsful  experience  hath  confirmed  me 
in  its  great  utility,  I  have  perfuaded  myfelf 
into  the  belief  of  its  being  a  fort  of  duty,  as  I 
have  for  fome  time  totally  relinquished  the 
pradtice  of  furgery,  to  put  the  world  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fubfequent  mode  of  treating  the 
Fiftula  in  Ano. 

Formerly,  when  a  finus  running  upon,  or 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  redtum  was  to 
be  laid  open,  the  generality  of  furgeons  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  doing  it  at  random, 
Vol.  IV,  C  with 
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with  the  probe  feiflars ; .  an  imperfect,  and 
therefore,  frequently  an  unfuccefsful  mode  of 
operating. 

Cutting  alfo,  on  the  common  direction,  in 
a  part  fo  confined;  and  the  neceiTary  fubfe- 
quent  dreffings  to  a  wound  fo  difficult  of 
accefs,  were  attended  with  uncertainties,  and 
embarrailments,  which  entitled  the  operator 
to  little  better  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

jL 

Mr.  Fott,  indeed,  with  his  ufual  fkill  and 
fagacity,  limplified,  and  greatly  improved  the 
old  mode  of  operating;  and  the  fuccefs  fre¬ 
quently  attending  his  method,  is  a  proof  of  its 
fuperior  merit ;  however,  I  think  even  his  mode 
of  operation  capable  of  great  improvement. 

When,  therefore,  finufes,  which  run  into, 
or  burrow  on,  the  fat  furrounding  the  rec¬ 
tum,  are  to  be  laid  open,  and  afterwards  treated 
with  proper  dreffings,  I  have  many  years,  and 
with  uninterrupted  fuccefs,  adopted  the  follow¬ 
ing  method. 

Firft  then,  in  order  to  fee  clearly  and  dif- 
tin<flly  the  parts  to  be  operated  upon,  1  have 
found  fome  fort  of  fpecula  abfolutely  necef- 
fary;  but  thofe  I  have  employed,  are  of  a  very 
fimple  conftruftion :  they  are  not  unlike  the 
gorget  ufed  in  cutting  for  the  done,  except 

that 
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that  they  are  not  fo  taper,  and  without  the 
beak.  The  fir  ft  and  largeft,  is  fubfervient  to 
the  knife;  the  other,  and  fmaller,  is  for  faci¬ 
litating  the  application  of  the  fubfequent  draf¬ 
tings.  In  order,  therefore,  to  lay  open  a  iinus, 
in  its  whole  extent  and  direction,  the  patient 
ought,  in  order  to  empty  the  redtum,  the 
evening  preceding  the  operation,  to  take  a 
dofe  of  rhubarb ;  then  being  placed  in  a  proper 
fituation,  which  will  be  found  that  of  kneeling 
upon,  not  againft,  the  fide  of  a  bed ;  his  body 
fhould  be  inclined  forward  and  downward,  fuf- 
ficiently  fo  to  fpread  the  buttocks.  If  the  finus 
is  on  the  left  fide  of  the  inteftine,  the  fore  finger 
of  the  left  hand  being  firft  oiled,  is  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  its  whole  length  into  the  anus  and 
redtum;  and  then  the  concave  part  of  the 
large  fpeculum  oiled  alfo,  being  placed  upon 
it,  is  under  that  diredtion  to  be  gently  intro¬ 
duced  almoft  its  whole  length,  but  fo,  that 
by  preffing  the  end  of  it  againft  the  finger,  the 
redtum  may  not  be  injured  by  any  corruga¬ 
tion  of  the  inteftine,  between  the  inftrumeht 
and  finger.  The  fpeculum  being  in  the  rec¬ 
tum,  and  the  finger  withdrawn,  gives  a  fair 
view  of  the  gut,  provided  the  patient  is  placed 

C  2  advantage- 
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advantageoufly  for  the  light,  to  an  extent  of 
nearly  four  inches.  A  director  is  then  to  be 
introduced  into  the  finus,  the  end  of  which, 
if  it  perforates  the  inteflines,  will  be  feen;  or, 
if  it  does  not,  will  be  felt ;  and  the  cavity  muff 
be  laid  open  its  whole  extent,  with  a  ftraight 
edged  knife.  This  being  done,  a  doffil  ot  dry 
lint  ffiould  be  applied  with  a  probe  between 
the  lips  of  the  wound,  the  whole  extent  of  the 
incifion,  and  the  fpeculum  withdrawn  j  which 
will  leave  the  dreffing,  provided  the  probe  is 
kept  upon  it  till  then,  in  its  proper  place,  with 
the  lips  of  the  wound  clofed  upon  it.  On  the 
fucceeding  dreffing  of  the  next  day,  the  finger 
is  again  to  be  introduced,  accompanied  with 
the  fmaller  fpeculum,  ftill  bearing  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  redtum  ;  when,  if  the  patient 
has  not  had  an  intermediate  ltool,  the  dreffing 
will  be  found  in  its  place,  and  the  wound  feen 
in  its  whole  extent. 

The  confideration  now,  is  the  giving  the 
wound  a  good  furface,  by  the  removal  of  cal- 
Jofities:  this  purpofe  is  effectually  anfwered 
by  dipping  a  hair  pencil  in  butter  of  anti¬ 
mony,  and  lightly  touching,  or  fmearing  ex- 
peditioufiy  the  whole  wound,  and  its  edges, 

therewith; 
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therewith;  which,  by  the  affiilance  of  the 
fpeculum,  will  be  done  at  the  expence  of  a 
momentary  pain,  and  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
venience  and  precifion.  Dry  lint  is  then 
again  to  be  placed  into,  and  between  the  edges 
of  the  incifion,  and  the  fpeculum  withdrawn 
as  before. 

After  the  next  dreffing  or  two,  a  dough 
will  be  thrown  off,  about  the  thicknefs  of 
fhammoy  leather;  when  the  furface  of  the 
wound  will  be  found  rather  unfavourably 
Jmooth;  but  in  a  day  or  two  after,  by  the  ufe 
of  the  precipitate  medicine,  the  whole  will 
have  a  proper  granulating  furface,  and  the 
wound  ufually  heals  rapidly,  without  any  in¬ 
tervening  impediment.  I  need  not  obferve 
that,  excepting  the  incifion,  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  cauftic,  both  of  which  are  mo¬ 
mentary  matters  only,  the  whole  is  attended 
with  fo  little  pain,  that  the  dreffing  fpeculum, 
after  introduction,  is  generally  held  by  the  pa¬ 
tient  himfelf.  I  ufually  carry  the  fpecula  in 
my  fide- pocket,  that  the  patient  may  not  feel 
them  difagreeably  cold ;  and  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  they  fhould  always  be 
filed  before  their  introduction, 

C  3 
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An  horizontal  pofition  of  the  trunk,  during 

the  cure,  will  be  found  to  expedite  it, 

% 

I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon  the  fuperior  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  above  mode  of  treating  the  fiftula 
in  ano  ;  I  think  they  will  be  apparent  to  every 
operator,  whatever  they  are;  however,  like 
moft  other  inventors,  1  do  not  choofe  to  be 
deprived  of  the  credit  of  the  improvement,  and 
have,  therefore,  a  fatisfadtion  in  giving  it  no¬ 
toriety  by  this  manner  of  ailerting  my  claims. 


The  writer  of  the  preceding  memoir,  con¬ 
cludes  with  obferving, — that  many  years  ago, 
a  paper  o(  his  was  publifhed  in  the  London 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  No.  491,  Vo!.  46, 
Page  24,  in  which  a  method  was  propoled 
for  obviating  the  great  remaining  imperfection 
in  Cbefeldcri  s  Lateral  Mode  of  Operating  j or  the 
StOxNE;  an  improvement  which  at  that  pe¬ 
riod  hood  acknowledged  and  unrivalled,  and 
has  delervedly  at  prefent,  a  diftinguifhed  place 
in  the  annals  of  modern  furgery. 

He  likewife  mentions  the  unfair  and  illibe¬ 
ral  treatment  which  he  experienced  from  fome 
perfuns,  who  availed  themfelves  of  the  inven¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  without  acknowledging  its  author;  and 
then  takes  a  comparative  view  of  the  two  dif¬ 
ferent  inodes  of  operating,  wherein  he  points 

out  in  a  clear  and  decifive  manner,  the  fuperior 
advantages  which  his  method  evidently  dif- 
covers  over  Chejelden. f. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 


An  Account  of  the  medicinal  Ejfetts  of  the  Refin 
of  the  Acaroides  Rejmfera,  or  Tel  low  Re/in , 


from  Botany  Bay . 


Bv  CHARLES  KI'I'E,  Surgeon,  Gravesend, 

and  C.  M.  S. 


Read  April  26,  1790. 


I  sometime  fince  received  a  fmall  piece 


Botany  Bay,  and  was 


*  Strictly  fpeaking,  it  fhould  be  called  a  re/in,  as  will 
will  be  fecn  by  the  experiments  1  have  made  with  it : — but, 
partly  to  avoid  confufion,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  called  and 
deferibed  by  the  name  of  a  gum  only, — partly,  becaufe  its 
proper  name  is  not  yet  finally  fettled — but  more  particular¬ 
ly,  as  a  great  variety  of  rcjins ,  are  byuniverfal  confcnt  call¬ 
ed  fuch  as  gum  clemi — gum  anime — gum  hederac — 

gum  juniper — gum  benzoin — gum  tacamahac — gnm  copal 
— gum  labdanum — gum  maflich — gum  florax — gum  fanda- 
lac — gum  guaiacum,  &c. — as  well  as  all  the  gum  rcjins ; — 
I  thought  it  would  be  better,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  to 
continue  the  name  as  I  received  it. 


at 
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at  the  fame  time  informed,  that  it  had  been 
found  very  ufeful  in  many  complaints  of  the 
ftomach. 

I  happened  juft  at  that  time  to  have  a  pa¬ 
tient  under  my  care  with  a  very  troublefome 
complaint  in  his  ftomach, — it  appeared  to  be 
either  dyfpeptic,  or  fpafrnodic,  I  was  not  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  which  : — he  had  been  vomited 
— his  bowels  been  opened — and  he  had  taken 
opiates,  bitters,  and  aether,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  advantage — all  the  medicines  except  the 
opium  feemea  to  difagree,  and  they  afforded 
only  a  temporary  relief. 

I  thought  this  a  fair  opportunity  of  trying 
the  effect  of  my  new  gum, — -and  I  gave  him 
ten  grains  rubbed  with  a  little  common  water, 

- — with  directions  to  take  fuch  draught  every 
fix  hours,  provided  he  did  not  find  them  to 
difagree. 

At  the  time  of  his  taking  the  firft  draught, 
he  was  almoft  as  bad  as  he  had  been  at  any 
period  of  the  complaint : — it,  however  re¬ 
mained  upon  his  ftomach,  and  he  obferved 
that  it  did  not  produce  that  difturbance  which 
his  food  or  other  medicines  had  been  ufed  to 
do.  After  the  fecond  draught,  the  fick- 
nefs,  fulnefs,  and  pain,  of  the  ftoinach,  ma« 
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serially  abated  ; — and  when  he  had  taken  the 
third,  he  thought  himfelf  io  much  better,  as 
to  have  no  occafion  for  any  further  medicine  : 
he,  however,  defired  to  have  a  few  more  that 
he  might  fecure  again  ft  a  relapfe ; — thefe  he 
took  the  next  day,  and  the  day  following,  he 
was  fo  well  as  to  be  able  to  go  about  his  ufual 
bufinefs. 

I  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  event  of 
this  cafe — for  although  I  would  not  venture 
to  attribute  the  fudden  alteration,  altogether 
to  the  effed  of  the  medicine,  yet  it  proved 
that  the  remedy  might  in  fimilar  cafes  be 
given  not  only  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion 
of  inconvenience,  but  with  very  probable  ex- 
pedations  of  material  advantage. 

Another  cafe  occurred  foon  after,  in  which 
it  leemed  to  produce  very  good  efifeds  ; — and 
this  fixed  my  refolution  of  examining  its  che¬ 
mical  properties, — and  of  attempting  to  dif- 
cover  its  medicinal  effeds. 

All  the  information  I  have  been  able  to 
colled:  refpeding  the  hiftory  of  the  yellow 
gum  is  the  following : 

“  The  plant  that  produces  it  is  low  and 
final],  with  long  grafly  leaves;  but  the  fruc¬ 
tification  of  it  flioots  out  in  a  fingular  manner 
from  the  centre  of  the  leaves,  on  a  fingle 

ftrait 
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llrait  fbm,  to  the  height  of  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  feet.  Of  this  ftem,  which  is  ftrong  and 
light,  like  fome  of  the  reed  clafs,  the  natives 
ufually  make  their  fpears.  The  refin  is  gene¬ 
rally  dug  up  out  of  the  foil  under  the  tree, 
not  colledted  from  it,  and  may  perhaps  be 
that  which  Tafman  calls  “  gum  lac  of  the 
ground.”  See  Philips’s  Voyage,  p.  59,  60, 
where  an  accurate  engraving  is  given  of  the  plant, 

Mr.  Bowes,  the  Surgeon  of  the  Lady  Pen- 
rhyn  gave  me  a  fomewhat  different  account ; 
and  as  this  gentleman  appeared  to  have  paid 
considerable  attention  to  the  fubjedl,  his  ac¬ 
count  may  certainly  be  relied  upon. 

After  defcribing  the  tree  in  precifelv  the 
fame  manner  as  above,  he  obferves,  that  at 
the  top  of  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  long  grafly 
leaves  grow  in  great  abundance.  The  gum 
is  found  under  tbefe  leaves  in  confidcrable 
quantities  :  it  commonly  exudes  in  round 
tears  or  drops,  from  the  lize  of  a  large  pea,  to 
that  of  a  marble,  and  lbmetimes  much  larger. 
See  fpe.imen  No.  I.  Thefe  are  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun,  frequently  fo  much  foftened,  that 
they  fall  on  the  ground,  and,  in  this  foft  ftate, 
adhere  to  whatever  they  fall  upon ;  hence 
the  gum  is  frequently  found  mixed  with  dirt, 
WQodP  the  bark  of  the  tree,  and  various  other 

fubftances. 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


fubftanccs.  See  fpecimen  No.  II.  I  have 
feen  one  lump  compofed  of  many  lmall  pure 
pieces  of  various  lizes,  united  together,  which 
weighed  nearly  half  an  hundred  weight.  It 
is  produced  in  fuch  abundance,  that  one  man 
may  colled:  thirty  or  forty  pounds  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  hours.  The  convids  have  another 
method  of  colleding  it ;  they  dig  round  the 
tree,  and  break  oft*  pieces  of  the  roots  which 
always  have  lome,  and  frequently  considerable 
quantities  of  the  gum  in  them.  This  gum 
appears  nearly,  but  not  entirely,  the  fame,  as 
that  which  exudes  from  the  trunk  of  the 
tree  :  the  former  is  often  mixed  with  a  ftrong 
fmellins:  refinous  fubflance  of  a  black  na- 
ture,  and  is  fo  interwoven  in  the  wood  it- 
felf,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  feparated :  See 
fpecimen,  No.  3.  The  latter  appears  a  pure 
u n mixed  refinous  fu bidance. 

The  following  experiments  were  made 
principally  with  the  view  of  determining  what 
menftruum  would  diffolve  the  gum  the  moll 
readily,  and  in  the  greateft  quantity. 

EXPERIMENT  I. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  bright  yellow  gum  in 
powder,  was  agitated  in  a  vial  with  one  ounce 

of 
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of  fpring  water;  it  readily  mixed  with  the 
water,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  much  was  dif- 
folved.  In  three  days,  the  water  was  filtred 
through  paper;  it  retained  a  ftrong  flavour  of 
the  gum,  and  on  evaporation,  four  grains  of 
matter  were  encrufted  very  firmly  cn  the  fides 
of  the  glafs. 

II. 

Thirty  grains  of  pure  yellow  gum  was  boil¬ 
ed  feveral  minutes  in  a  Florence  flafk  with 
eight  ounces  of  fpring  water;  while  boiling  it 
was  pafled  through  fine  tow — die  liquor  was 
evaporated,  and  gave  five  grains  and  a  half  of 
ex  trad. 

III. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  fame  gum  in  powder, 
was  added  to  one  ounce  of  alcohol,  they  were 
fhaken  together  till  the  gum,  was  diffolved.  On 
evaporation  it  became  a  beautiful  tran (parent 
balfam. 

IV. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  fame  gum  in  powder, 
was  in  the  fame  manner  agitated  with  one 
ounce  of  rectified  fpirits  till  it  was  wholly  dif¬ 
folved. 
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folved.  On  evaporation  it  became  a  beautiful 
tranfparent  balfam. 


V. 

Thirty  grains  were  treated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  with  one  ounce  of  brandy — and  the  gum 
was  d-ilfolved.  On  evaporation  it  yielded  an 
opake  gummy  re  fin* 


VI. 

Thirty  grains  were  added  to  one  ounce  of 
ether;  it  wholly  difiblved. 

VII. 

The  fame  quantity  was  added  to  one  ounce 
of  fpt.  aether,  vitr. — and  alio  to  one  ounce  of 
fpt.  aether,  nitros. — both  dilTolved  all  the  gum 
entirely,  and  only  a  very  l'mall  quantity  of  grit 
remained  on  the  filter. 

VIII. 

Thirty  grains  were  added  to  one  ounce 
of  aq.  kali  pur.  and  it  was  entirely  dif- 
folved. 


IX. 
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IX. 

Thirty  grains  were  added  to  one  ounce  of 
each  of  the  following  wines — port,  calcavella, 
and  cyder.  On  filtring  the  wines  and  evapo¬ 
rating  them  the  port  gave  eight  and  a  half 
grains: — the  calcavella  eighteen  grains  of  very 
tenacious  extradt: — and  the  cyder  twenty-five 
grains  of  tenacious  extraft. 

X. 

Thirty  grains  were  added  to  one  ounce  of 
aq.  kali — the  liquor  becomes  of  a  deep  yel¬ 
low  colour — the  gum  floats  at  top,  and 
very  little  folution  appears  to  have  taken 
place. 

XL 

Thirty  grains  added  to  one  ounce  of  aq.  a'm- 
mon.  pur.  forms  a  very  deep  tindlure — but  the 
gum  colleds  into  a  lump,  and  appears  to  be 
very  little  diffolved. 

XII. 

Thirty  grains  were  mixed  with  one  ounce  of 

acid.  vitr.  dil.  the  liquor  becomes  of  a  pale  yel¬ 
low 
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low,  and  the  gum  remains  immoveable  at  the 
bottom. 


XIII. 

Thirty  grains  mixed  with  one  ounce  of 
acid,  nitros.  dil .  emitted  many  air  bubbles — 
and  continued  to  do  fo  a  week  afterwards. 
The  quantity  of  the  gum  did  not  appear  to  be 
leffened. 


XIV. 

Thirty  grains  mixed  with  one  ounce  of  acet. 
diftill.  produced  a  very  pale  yellow  :  the  gum 
collected  into  a  lump,  and  appeared  to  be  very 
little  dilfolved. 


XV. 

Thirty  grains  mixed  with  one  ounce  of  o!. 
tereb.  produced  a  very  pale  yellow — the  gum 
collected  into  a  lump  at  the  bottom  of  the 
vial.  Bv  boiling  it  dilfolved  three  parts  of  the 
gum. 

XVI. 

Thirty  grains  mixed  with  one  ounce  of  ol. 
oliv. — the  gum  does  not  appear  to  be  diffolv- 

ed. 
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cd.  On  boiling  about  three  fourths  of  the 
gum  feemed  dilfolved. 

XVII. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  were  added  to  a 
mixture  of  one  ounce  of  water,  and  one  dram 
of  quicklime.  It  produces  a  high  bright  co¬ 
loured  tinfture,  and  Teemed  as  if  it  had  diffolv- 
ed  about  ten  grains  of  the  gum. 

XVIII. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  were  added  to 
one  ounce  of  lime  water — it  did  not  appear 
to  have  dilfolved  fo  much  as  fpring  water. 

XIX. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  were  added  to  a 
mixture  of  one  ounce  of  water  and  ten  grains 
of  kali — it  produced  fomewhat  of  a  dark  co¬ 
lour,  but  does  not  feem  to  have  taken  up  much 
of  the  gum. 

XX. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  were  added  to  a 
mixture  of  one  ounce  of  water  and  one  fcruple 
of  magneiia :  —  on  filtring  and  evaporatings 
the  liquor  gave  two  grains  of  extra#. 

Vol.  IV.  D 
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Camphor  mixed  with  the  gum,  diilolved  it 
after  fome  time,  but  it  does  not  promote  its 
fblution  in  water. 


XXII. 

Half  a  dram  of  gum  arabic  in  powder  was 
made  into  a  mucilage :  thirty  grains  of  the 
yellow  gum  was  then  well  rubbed  with  it, 
and  two  ounces  of  fpring  water  added  by  de¬ 
grees  :  after  Handing  fometime,  the  greater 
part  of  the  gum  falls  to  the  bottom. 

XXIII. 

With  the  view  of  determining  the  greateft 
quantity  of  gum  that  re&ified  fpirit  will  dif- 
folve,  I  added  thirty  grains  to  one  ounce  of  the 
fpirit :  as  foon  as  it  was  dilfolved,  I  added 
thirty  grains  more — and  continued  to  add, 
fometimes  that,  fornetimes  double  the  quanti¬ 
ty,  till  I  found  it  became  of  fo  thick  confif- 
tence,  it  would  not  diiTblve  any  more : — in 
this  way,  and  in  the  fpace  of  about  a  month, 
one  ounce  of  rectified  fpirit  diilolved  two 
ounces  of  the  powdered  gum — at  which  time 
the  tinblure  was  of  the  confidence  of  treacle. 

Ether. 
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Ether. — Spt.  ether,  vitr. — Spt.  ether,  nitr. 
each  took  up  eleven  drams,  in  one  day. 

Brandy  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  month,  was  made  to  fufpend  feven 
drams,  which  were  added  at  eleven  differ¬ 
ent  times,  I  fay  fufpend,  for  the  brandy  did 
not  retain  the  gum  in  perfect  folution — for  at 
the  top  of  the  vial  there  was  about  three 
drams  of  a  clear,  light,  yellow  fluid:  below 
this,  a  quantity  of  light  matter,  refembling 
the  gum  diffolved,  and  depofited  in  a  light 
loofe  ftate;  this,  and  the  yellow  fluid,  occu¬ 
pied  nearly  the  fame  fpace  in  the  vial : — under 
this,  a  dark  brown  liquor,  not  tranfparent,  in 
quantity  about  an  ounce ;  and  at  the  bottom 
of  the  vial  about  twelve  or  fifteen  grains  of 
the  gum  undiffolved. 

The  tranfparent  yellow  liquor  was  decanted 
— it  contained  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  fpirit, 
for  it  would  not  take  fire  when  a  lighted  pa¬ 
per  was  applied  to  it,  till  it  was  heated,  when 
it  caught  fire,  and  about  one  third  burnt  away : 
the  refiduum  was  like  milk :  it  was  evapora¬ 
ted,  and  only  four  grains  of  light  gum  re¬ 
mained,  What  remained  in  the  vial  was  too 
thick  to  pafs  the  filter. 

D  2 
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XXIV. 

.  *;  i 

Alcohol,  rectified  fpirit,  brandy,  ether,  fpt. 
etheris  nitros:  fpt.  ether,  vitr:  andaq:  kali 
pur:  diffolved  the  gum  completely  and  in  con- 
fiderable  quantities :  this  experiment  was  made 
to  (hew  which  of  thefe  would  diifolve  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  of  the  gum  the  moft  readily. 
Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  in  powder  were 
added  to  each  of  the  above ;  they  were  then 
brifkly  fhaken  together,  and  required  the  fol¬ 
lowing  time  to  make  the  folution. 

o 


Alcohol. 

S  V.Rc Q. 

Brandy. 

|  Ether. 

jF.th.  Nitr. 

Ft  h.  Vitr, 

A.  Kali. 

id.  30  grains 

! 

- 

required 

im. 

im. 

2m. 

O 

45 

I  30 

I 

30 

2m. 

2d.  30 

itn. 

1  in. 

4m. 

I 

I  30 

I 

3  c 

3m* 

3d.  30 

im. 

im. 

12m. 

I 

»  30 

I 

3° 

would 

4th.  30 

*  *5 

1  1 5 

I 

1  30 

I 

3° 

not  d  if- 

5U1.  30 

1  30 

1  30 

I 

*  30 

r 

3C 

folve 

6th.  30 

1  30 

1  30 

I 

l  30 

1 

3& 

any 

7th.  30 

1  30 

1  30 

I 

45 

1  30 

1 

3° 

more. 

8th.  30 

1  3c 

1  30 

2 

3° 

1  30 

1 

3° 

qtil.  30 

2  15 

2  *5 

8 

1 

I  30 

1 

3° 

J 
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T  II  E 

FOLLOWING  TABLE 

Shews  the  quantity  of  gum  that  is  dilTolved 
by  one  ounce  of  various  menftrua. 


3 

9 

gr. 

Alcohol  - 

- 

2 

Rectified  fpt.  - 

_ 

2 

*  ' 

Ether 

_ 

1 

'  3 

Spt.  eth.  Vitr. 

- 

I 

3 

Spt.  eth.  nitr. 

- 

I 

3 

Brandy  - 

- 

7 

Lixiv.  Sapon. 

- 

i 

Cyder 

- 

i 

5 

Calcavella 

— 

18 

Calc.  viv.  et.  aqua 

- 

IO* 

Port 

- 

H 

Ol.  tereb. 

- 

4* 

Water  - 

- 

4 

Aq.  kali 

- 

3* 

Aq.  ammon.  p. 

- 

2 * 

Acid.  vitr.  dil. 

- 

2* 

Acid.  nitr.  dil. 

— 

2* 

Acet.  dift. 

— 

2* 

Aq.  calcis 

- 

2* 

Ol.  oliv. 

- 

2* 
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Where  afteriffis  are  placed,  it  (hews  that 
the  quantity  dillolved  is  calculated,  as  it  would 
have  been  impracticable  in  many  inftances  to 

determine  the  exaCt  quantity  by  evaporation. 

.  *  # 

XXV. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  gum  were  mixed  with 
ei^ht  ounces  of  water — the  infufion  was  con- 
tinued  feveral  days  during  which  time  it  was 
frequently  fhaken.  It  was  afterwards  fil- 
tred. 

One  ounce  of  the  filtred  liquor  was  mixed 
with  two  drams  of  aq.  kali — no  effcrvefcence 
enfued — the  liquor  became  of  a  bright  yellow 
colour. 

One  ounce  of  the  filtred  liquor  was  mixed 
with  two  drams  of  acid.  vi:r.  dil.  no  efferve- 
fcence,  or  change  of  colour  enfued. 

One  ounce  of  the  filtred  liquor  was  mixed 
with  one  dram  of  a  folution  of  fal  martis — the 
mixture  affirmed  fomewhat  of  a  dark  colour. 

One  ounce  of  the  filtred  liquor  was  mixed 
with  twenty  drops  of  a  folution  of  fublimjate 
. — no  alteration  in  colour  took  place. 

XXVI. 

Half  an  ounce  of  the  gum  was  difiilled  in  a 
glafs  alembic,  with  a  pint  of  fpring  water, 

nearly 
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nearly  a  pint  of  water  fmelling  fomewhat 
ftrongly  of  the  gum,  came  over.  The  refi- 
duum  when  dried  weighed  three  drams  and 
half.  This  diffolved  in  fpirits. 

XXVII. 

Half  an  ounce  of  gum  was  diililled  with  a 
pint  of  reftified  fpirit — the  fpirit  came  off 
pure. 

XXVIII. 

Half  an  ounce  of  the  powdered  gum,  was 
put  into  a  fmall  glafs  retort — it  was  placed  in 
a  water  bath:  at  180  degrees,  the  powdered 
particles  began  to  unite,  and  almoft  to  flow. 
The  retort  was  then  placed  in  a  fand  heat, 
and  very  foon,  about  half  a  dram  of  infipid 
water  came  over — then  about  one  dram  of  a 
dark,  heavy,  empyreumatic  oil.  About  two 
ounces  of  water  was  then  added  to  the  refi- 
duum — it  was  diftilled,  and  the  liquor  that 
came  over,  had  a  very  ftrong  fmell  of  the 
oil. 

XXIX. 

The  gum  inflames  in  the  naked  fire* — but 
if  thrown  on  a  red  hot  iron,  it  is  moftly  dif- 

D  4  fipated 
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fipated  in  white  fumes.  On  treating  one 
dram  of  pure  yellow  gum  in  this  laft  manner, 
a  cinder  remained  on  the  iron,  weighing  feven 
grains. 

XXX. 

Half  a  dram  of  the  refiduum,  obtained  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  laft  experiment,  was 
infufed  in  four  ounces  of  fpring  water;  in  a 
few  days  it  was  filtred,  and  the  lixivium  was 
taftelefs. 

To  one  ounce  of  this  lixivium  was  added 
one  dram  of  the  diluted  vitriolic  acid — not 
the  leaft  appearance  of  eftervefcence. 

To  half  an  ounce  of  this  lixivium  was 
added  one  dram  of  aq.  kali.  Not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  eftervefcence. 

To  half  an  ounce  of  this  lixivium  was 
added  one  dram  of  fyrup  of  violets — the 
colour  of  the  mixture  was  exactly  the  fame 
as  when  the  fyrup  was  diluted  with  the  fame 
quantity  of  fpring  water. 

To  half  an  ounce  of  the  lixivium,  thirty 
drops  of  an  infufion  of  galls  were  added  : — 
fcarce  any  alteration  in  the  colour  enfued  : — 
il  any,  the  mixture  became  fomewhat  darker. 

To  half  an  ounce  of  the  lixivium,  ten 

drops 
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drops  of  a  folution  of  fal.  martis.  were  added: 
— it  did  not  make  any  difference  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  mixture, 

I  content  myfelf  with  merely  relating  the 
event  of  thefe  experiments,  and  (hall  leave  it 
to  the  reader,  to  draw  what  concufions  from 
them  he  may  think  proper. 

I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  Society,  the 
cafes  of  feveral  patients  in  which  it  has  been 
adminiftered  under  my  own  eye :  and  feveral 
cafes  like  wife,  wherein'it  has  been  given  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  other  medical  gentlemen, 
who  have  employed  it  at  my  requeft. 

CAS  e  I. 

Mr.  Staples  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
violent  vomiting  and  purging,  which  in  a 
very  few  hours  brought  him  into  a  dangerous 
and  alarming  fituation — by  proper  manage¬ 
ment  however,  and  the  afliftance  of  confide- 
rable  quantities  of  opium  and  aromatics,  the 
violence  and  leverity  of  the  difeafe  was,  in  a 
flhort  time,  abated,  and  nearly  as  foon  as  this 
was  done  he  left  off  his  medicines.  His  con¬ 
futation  in  general,  and  his  ftomach  in  parti¬ 
cular 
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cular,  however,  fuffered  lo  much  m  confe- 

quence  of  this  attack,  as  to  difable  him  from 

following  his  bufinefs  a  confiderable  time 

after  : — ficknefs  and  fometimes  vomiting — 

and  a  conftant  pain  in  the  ftomach,  wliich 

two  or  three  times  in  the  day  increafed  to  a 

violent  degree — together  with  what  is  called  a 

bilious  alpetft,  and  very  high  coloured  water, 

made  me  apprehenlive  of  fome  ferious  difeafe 

about  the  ftomach  or  liver.  In  this  ftate  he 

had  continued  a  month.  He  was  ftill  un- 

willing  to  take  medicine,  but  knowing  him 

to  have  a  piece  of  the  yellow  gum  by  him,  I 

directed  him  to  infufe  it  in  three  or  four 

/ 

times  the  quantity  of  brandy,  and  to  take 
two  tea  fpoonsfuil  of  the  clear  tindture,  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  and  as  often  as  the  pain 
was  more  violent  than  ufual This  after 
fome  time  was  complied  with,  and  he  found 
immediate  relief  from  the  very  firfl,  dofe : — the 
pain  would  often  return  in  a  (lighter  degree, 
but  he  informed  me  that  it  always  gave  way 
as  foon  as  he  had  taken  the  drops. 

It  may  be  lufpedted  that  the  great  and  im¬ 
mediate  relief  this  patient  experienced,  might 
be  in  a  good  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  owing 
to  the  tea  fpoonsfuil  of  brandy  in  which  the 

'  gum 
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gum  was  diffolved — but  both  before  and  while 
this  plan  was  purfuing,  a  large  quantity  of 
pure  brandy  was  had  recourfe  to,  without  any 
fenfible  advantage. 

case  II. 

Mrs.  Brett — a  fpafmodic  complaint  remain¬ 
ing  in  her  ftomach  after  a  fever  : — the  fever 
was  removed — and  this  fymptom  treated  with 
one  dram  of  the  tindiure  of  the  gum,  twice 
or  thrice  a  day : — by  taking  eleven  dofes, 
this  was  cured,  and  her  appetite  and  flrength 
returned. 

CASE  III.  ' 

Mr.  Chambers  —  had  an  appopleCric  fit, 
from  which  he  was  recovered  by  bleeding  : — 
a  great  and  univerfal  proftration  of  ftrength  re¬ 
mained  without  any  other  concomitant  fymp¬ 
tom  :  for  this  I  directed  a  fcruple  of  the  gum 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  and  when  ten  dofes 
had  been  taken,  the  debility  was  fo  far  reco¬ 
vered  as  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  ufual 
occupation. 

CASE  IV. 

Mr.  p - 1,  about  40  years  old,  an  irre¬ 

gular 
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gular  liver,  and  fubjeft  to  violent  epileptic 
fits,  on  any  particular,  or  long  continued  ex- 
cefs.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft  he  was  attacked 
with  one,  different  in  fome  refpedts  to  thole 
he  had  been  fubjeft  to  before.  When  reco¬ 
vered  from  it,  he  found  a  much  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  general  debility  than  he  had  been  ufed 
to  experience  before,  and  likewile  a  pain  and 
relaxation  of  the  flomach  to  an  unufual  de¬ 
gree.  The  bowels  were  kept  open,  and  he 
took  quaflia  and  ether : — the  fame  fenlation 
however  continuing,  on  the  evening  of  the 
6th  he  had  draughts,  with  one  fcruple  of  the 
powdered  gum  mixed  in  water,  and  one  dram 
of  Tr.  Cinn.  comp  : — the  day  following  he 
took  three — on  the  8th  the  quantity  of  gum 
was  encreafed  to  half  a  dram,  which  agreed 
very  well,  and  lie  was  fo  much  mended  as  to 
render  any  further  alfilfance  unnecclfary. 

CASE  V. 

Mr.  Webfler — aged  70 ;  a  great  degree  of 
debility  from  an  immoderate  flux  of  blood 
from  the  nofe. — After  taking  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  bark  without  any  feemingly  good 
eifedt,  one  fcruple  of  the  extraft  was  given 
thrice  a  day : — the  dofe  was  gradually  en¬ 
creafed 
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creafed  to  double  that  quantity , — and  in  three 
days  this  patient  perfuaded  himfelf  he  had 
received  confiderable  benefit  from  this  remedy. 

case  VI. 

Mifs  S - s, — a  young  lady  about  1 9,  on 

the  3d  of  Auguft  was  taken  with  hyfterics  : — 
ihe  was  very  well  in  health  before  they  came 
upon  her,  but  on  leaving  her,  file  had  a  very 
fevere  pain  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels — for 
which  opiates,  joined  with  rhubarb,  and 
antifpafmodics  were  given,  without  effedt. 
Aperient  medicines  were  then  given,  but 
although  frequently  repeated  and  affifted  by 
enemas  of  various  kinds,  a  paffage  through  the 
bowels  could  not  be  procured  till  the  evening 
of  the  7th. — Some  confiderable  degree  of  pain 
and  uneafinefs  remained,  for  which  the  conf. 
opiat.  with  ether  was  given,  but  without 
much  advantage : — on  the  9th  file  took  one 
fcruple  of  the  powdered  gum,  mixed  with 
fimple  water  by  the  afiiftance  of  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic — it  agreeing  very  well,  it  was 
repeated  twice  that  day,  and  twice  the  day- 
following: — (lie  faid  file  gained  evident  ad¬ 
vantage  from  the  medicines — and  file  ap¬ 
peared  fo  much  better  that  I  recommended 
her  not  to  take  any  more. 


CASE 
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CASE  VII. 

Mifs  H - n,  about.  22  years  old — of  a 

conftitution  exquifitcly  irritable,  and  extreme¬ 
ly  fufceptible  of  hyfterical  affedions.  This 
young  lady  was  at  times,  exceflively  harrafled 
with  a  very  violent  and  uncommon  difturbance 
of  the  ftomach  and  bowels — the  abdomen 
would  fwell  to  an  enormous  degree,  and  be 
attended  with  conliderable  pain : — at  other 
times  the  fwelling  would  not  be  lo  great,  but 
then  the  abdominal  mufcles  would  be  feized 
with  a  convullive  motion,  beginning  at  the 
fcrobiculus  cordis  and  gradually  pafling  along 
the  mufcles,  to  the  pubis : — it  would  then 
return  in  the  oppofite  direction,  from  the 
pubis  to  the  fcrobiculus  cordis.  As  there  was 
always  Ibme  confiderable  quantity  of  air  in  the 
bowels,  and  as  the  bowels  were  neceflarily 
affeded  by  the  motion  of  the  mufcles,  a  very 
loud  and  particular  noife  always  attended.  I 
am  unable  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of  it,  but 
as  it  evidently  arofe  from  the  pafling  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowels  from  one  part  to  the 
other,  it  may  readily  be  conceived.  To  re¬ 
move,  or  abate  thefe  complaints,  I  had  given 
every  thing  w  hich  an  attentive  confideration 

of 
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of  the  cafe  could  fugged  :  particular  attention 
was  paid  to  the  proper  regulation  of  the  date 
of  the  bowels ;  a  very  fair  chance  was  given 
to  the  quaffia,  in  fub (lance  and  infufion — to 
the  bark — fteel — zinc — and  cold  bathing; — 
and  when  the  fymptoms  were  urgent,  foetid 
medicines,  the  volatile  alkali,  ether,  and  opi¬ 
ates  were  had  recourfe  to,  and  in  confiderable 
dofes- — but  with  fo  little  effeft,  either  as  to 
diminishing  the  prefent  fymptoms,  or  pre¬ 
venting  a  return  of  them — that  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  (lie  derived  any  benefit  from  them. 
A  Phyfician  of  very  confiderable  eminence 
and  refpe&ability,  refident  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  faw  her  : — (he  had  likewife  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  two  other  Phyficians  in  London — 
their  directions  were  followed  with  exaftnefs, 
but  without  any  advantage. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Augud  laft.  She  had  a  fe- 
vere  return  of  hyderic  faintings,  and  its  ufual 
attendant,  the  convulsive  disturbance  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles : — fomething  was  to  be 
done,  and  as  our  former  plan  had  fo  often 
failed,  I  relinquished  it,  and  gave  a  fcruple  of 
the  yellow  gum,  with  the  fame  quantity  of 
gum  arabic,  in  common  water — a  draught  of 
this  kind  was  repeated  two,  three,  four,  or 

five 
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five  times  a  day,  according  to  the  fevcrity  of 
thelymptoms,  till  Ihehad  taken  nineteen  dofes, 
when  lhe  was  fo  much  better,  as  not  to  re¬ 
quire  any  further  immediate  affiftance.  It 
was  evident  in  this  cafe,  both  to  the  patient 
as  well  as  myfelf,  that  greater  advantage  was 
gained  from  this  medicine,  than  from  any 
other  fhe  had  taken.  In  about  fix  weeks  the 
complaints  returned,  when,  as  in  the  lalt 
inftancc,  their  continuance  was  very  much 
Shortened  by  the  ufe  of  the  gum. 

CASE  VIII. 

i 

Mr.  Afhwood. — I  was  not  able  to  afcertain 
with  fatisfaction  to  myfelf  what  this  patient’s 
complaint  really  was — he  had  great  fiiortnels 
of  breath,  and  very  confiderable  difficulty  in 
breathing,  particularly  on  lying  down — his 
pulfe  beat  i  io  feeble  ftrokes  in  a  minute — his 
face  was  very  much  pinched  in — fome  degree 
of  oedema  in  the  feet — a  lhort  cough,  but  no 
expectoration  : — All  thefe  fymptoms  flrongly 
indicated  water  in  the  thorax ;  but  as  no  fluc¬ 
tuation  was  difcoverable,  and  as  the  fymptoms 
pointed  out  confiderable  debility  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  I  directed  my  attention  to  the  removal 
of  that  circumftance: — draughts,  with  25 

grains 
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grains  of  extract,  diffolved  with  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic,  were  given  every  fix  hours,  and 
a  grain  of  opium  at  bed-time.  For  two  days 
there  was  no  alteration  for  the  better — and  I 
apprehended  my  patient  to  be  in  very  confi- 
derable  and  immediate  danger :  the  quantity 
of  extraft  was  increafed  to  half  a  drachm : — 
on  the  third  morning,  however,  there  were 
fymptoms  of  amendment,  and  from  this  time, 
he  continued  in  a  progrefiive  ftate  of  recovery. 
It  is  remarkable  in  this  cafe,  that  all  the 
fymptoms  gradually  fubfided  without  my  be¬ 
ing  able  to  detedt  any  thing  like  a  critical  eva¬ 
cuation,  more  efpecially  by  urine  or  expecto¬ 
ration.  No  other  medicines  were  given  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  cafe  but  the 
gum  in  extradt,  and  the  opium  pill. 

case  IX. 

Mrs.  Prefcot,— about  50  years  old,  near 
three  months  fince  was  attacked  with  a  very 
violent  cholera  ;  the  vomiting  abated,  but  the 
purging  continued,  which  in  a  few  hours  re¬ 
duced  her  amazingly:  —  this  was  treated 
with  opiates  and  ftimulants,  which  always 
afforded  a  temporary,  but  never  any  per¬ 
manent  relief : — bitters  and  tonics  of  various 
kinds  were  had  recourfe  to,  but  without 

E  any 
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any  advantage ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months,  fhe  was  fo  much  reduced  by 
this  conftant  diforder  in  her  bowels,  that  a 
favourable  change  was  fcarcely  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  : — the  yellow  gum  was  now  however, 
had  recourfe  to,  in  doles  of  half  a  drachm,  mix¬ 
ed  in  plain  water — one  to  be  taken  twice  a 
day. — I  was  informed  that  in  two  days  fhe 
was  very  materially  mended  and  had  a  more 
didinCt  cefiation  of  her  complaint  than  at 
any  time  lince  die  had  been  taken  ill : — from 
this  period  her  health  improved  daily,  and 
die  has  not  had  any  return  of  the  purging 
lince :  die  took  twelve  doles  in  fix  days,  and 
to  prevent  a  return,  1  directed  one  to  be  taken 
daily  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  longer. 

case  X . 

- Merrell,  a  plumber  and  painter, — had 

been  for  upwards  of  a  year,  fubjeCt  at  times 
to  pains  in  the  bowels  and  codivenefs,  but 
they  had  ufually  given  way  on  the  ufe  of 
purging  medicines.  In  December,  however, 
thde  complaints  came  on  with  unufual  feve- 
rity  and  obftinacy,  and  they  were  not  in  the 
lead  altered  by  the  ufe  of  a  vad  variety  of 
purging  medicines,  and  the  occalional  ufe  of 
opiates.  When  he  had  been  in  this  date  a 
week,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  application  of 

cold 
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cold  water  to  the  extremities,  which  being 
continued  about  15  minutes,  produced  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  profufe  evacuatibn  :  —  the  next 
morning,  however,  the  pain  in  the  bowels 
returned,  and  it  did  not  give  way  to  either 
glyfters  or  opiates : — one  fcruple  of  the  gum 
in  powder  was  therefore  given  in  plain  water, 
every  four  hours, — -he  became  eafy  after  the 
firft  dofe,  and  when  he  had  repeated  it  three 
times,  he  was  as  well  as  he  had  been  for  fome 
confiderable  time  before. 

There  is  a  diforder  in  the  cheft — a  fpecies 
of  catarrh — which  is  extremely  common  a- 
mong  the  tide-waiters  of  the  cuftoms  at  this 
place ;  this  defcription  of  men,  are  from  their 
iituation  neceffarily  expofed  to  every  viciffitude 
of  weather,  and  every  irrregularity  in  their 
mode  of  living.  In  whatever  manner  thefe 
circumftances  may  operate,  it  is  not  my  bu- 
finefs  in  this  place  to  enquire  : — it  is  only  ne- 
ceffary  for  me  here  to  mention,  that  on  the 
firft  attack  the  air  veflels  of  the  lungs  appear 
to  be  affedted  with  fome  degree  of  inflammation; 
but,  if  that  vifcus  is  tolerably  found,  and  the 
conftitution  not  remarkably  athletic,  the  in¬ 
flammation  very  feldom  terminates  in  fuppura- 
tion  >  but  in  two  or  three  days,  the  fymptoms 

E  2  indicating 
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indicating  that  Rate,  begin  to  abate,  and  an 
expectoration  of  matter  or  mucus  enfues. 
There  is  at  this  time  alfo  a  troublefome  cough, 
which  is  particularly  urgent  at  night  fo  as  ufu- 
ally  to  deprive  the  patient  of  reft : —  a  tiore- 
nefs  and  weaknefs  of  the  cheft :  a  pain  in  the 
forehead  : — very  little,  if  any  fever  attends  ; — 
and  the  appetite  is  tolerably  good.  If  no  at¬ 
tention  be  paid  towards  the  removal  of  thefe 
fymptoms,  I  have  found,  by  experience,  that 
they  will  continue  a  very  confiderable  length 
of  time,  I  have  known  them  often  to  remain  * 
feveral  months,  with  but  little  variation. 
From  the  general  mafs  of  obfervations,  I  am 
induced  to  conlider  the  continuance  of  this 
complaint,  as  depending  in  a  very  great  mea- 
fure,  on  a  debility  of  the  bronchial  glands,  or 
of  the  innermoft  membrane  of  the  trachea — 
and  my  opinion  feems  ftrengthened  by  the  ob- 
fervation  that  whatever  tends  to  lower,  or  re¬ 
lax  the  conflitution,  invariably  does  harm;  and 

whatever  on  the  contrary  has  the  effeft  of  en- 

# 

creating  the  general  ilrcngth,  very  generally 
does  good. 

In  what  way  it  may  aft,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay,  but  I  have  found  in  very  many  m- 
tiances,  that  the  yellow  Gum  in  tolerably 

large 
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large  dofes,  has,  in  thefe  cafes  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  very  beneficial  and  powerful  effects, 
infomuch  that  thofe  patients  who  have  once 
taken  it,  have  ftrongly  recommended  it  to 
their  friends — and  in  (lead  of  a  iking  my  opi¬ 
nion  as  ufual,  generally  prefcribe  this  medi¬ 
cine  for  themfelves.  That  the  cure  of  the 
complaint  does  here  really  depend  upon  the 
medicine,  and  not  as  in  many  other  cafes,  up¬ 
on  any  fpontaneous  alteration  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  change  in  the  mode  of  living,  or  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  ftate  of  the  air,  is  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  probable  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  what 
I  have  faid  refpefting  its  continuance  where 
no  means  for  its  removal  is  ufed — and  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  fecond  and  third,  as  they  are  necel- 
farily  obliged  to  be  expofed  to  every  viciffitude 
of  weather ;  and  to  live  on  fuch  kind  of  diet 
as  chance  throws  in  their  way. 

Befides  thefe  cafes,  there  are  many  other 
complaints  wherein  I  found  it  extremely  fer- 
viceable,  more  efpecially  in  certain  complaints 
of  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  thefe  complaints 
were  fuch  as  arife  from  a  debility,  a  lofs  of 
tone,  or  a  diminished  adtion,  in  the  mufcular 
fibres  of  that  organ,  fuch  as,  lofs  of  appetite, 
ficknefs,  vomiting,  flatulency,  heart-burn, 

E  3  pains 


<54 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


pains  in  the  ftomach,  &c.  when  they  were 
really  idiopathic  complaints,  and  not  dependent 
upon  any  difcaje  in  the  ftomach,  or  afFedions 
of  other  parts  of  the  body  communicated  to 
the  ftomach. 

In  debilities  and  relaxations  of  the  bowels, 
and  the  fymptoms  from  thence  arifing,  iuch  as 
purging  and  flatulency,  I  have  found  it  of 
good  effed:  in  certain  cafes  of  diarrhoea  how¬ 
ever,  (and  it  feemed  thofe  in  which  an  unufu- 
al  degree  of  irritability  prevailed,)  I  think  it 
did  not  anfwer  fo  well,  unlefs  given  in  lmall 
dofes  and  combined  with  opiates,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  feemed  to  gain  greater  advantage,  than 
when  opiates  only  were  had  recourfe  to. 

In  cafes  of  amenorrhera,  depending  on 
(what  I  believe  moft  of  thofe  cafes  do  depend 
upon) — a  fluggilhnefs,  a  debility,  and  flac- 
cidity  of  the  fyftem, — this  medicine,  when 
aflifted  by  proper  exercife  and  diet,  has,  by 
removing  the  fymptoms  of  dyfpepfia,  and  by 
reftoring  the  tone  and  adion  of  the  mufcular 
fibres,  been  found  very  ferviceable. 

This  medicine  does  not,  in  the  dofe  I  have 
been  ufed  to  give  of  it,  appear  to  poflefs  any 
remarkably  fenfible  operation  ; — it  neither  vo¬ 
mits,  purges,  nor  binds  the  belly,  nor  does  it 

materially 
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materially  encreafe  the  fecretion  of  urine  or 
perfpiration.  It  has  indeed  fometimes  been 
laid  to  purge,  and  at  others  to  occafion  fweat- 
ing,  but  they  are  not  conftant  efteds,  and 
when  they  do  occur,  depend,  I  believe,  on 
fome  accidental  circumftance.  It  fhould  feem 
to  poffefs  in  a  very  extenfive  degree,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  allaying  morbid  irritability,  and  of 
reftoring  tone,  ftrength,  and  adion,  to  the  de¬ 
bilitated  and  relaxed  fibre. 

When  the  gum  itfelf  was  given,  it  was  al¬ 
ways  the  pure  unmixed  part : — if  given  in  the 
form  of  a  draught,  it  was  mixed  in  water 
with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  : — if  made  into 
pills,  a  fmall  portion  of  Caftile  foap  was  em¬ 
ployed,  as  I  had  found  the  lixiv.  fapon.  dif- 
folved  it  entirely.  It  was  commonly  however 
made  into  a  tindure  by  mixing  equal  parts  of 
the  gum  and  rectified  fpirit ;  one  drachm  of  this 
tindure  (containing  half  a  drachm  of  the  pure 
gum)  made  into  a  draught  with  water  and 
fyrup,  by  the  affilfance  of  fifteen  grains  of 
gum  arabic  in  mucilage,  forms  .an  elegant 
n^edicine,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  palatable 
that  I  do  not  recoiled;  an  objedion  being  made 
to  it  by  any  one  patient. 

E  4 
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Once  or  twice  I  had  ufed  all  my  pure  gum 
and  could  not  get  any  frefh  fupply — I  therefore 
collected  all  the  tinall  pieces  and  refufe  together, 
and  deeped  them  in  an  equal  quantity  of  refti- 
fied  fpirit ;  after  diaking  them  thoroughly  the 
tin&ure  was  drongly  prefled  through  a  linen 
bag  : — the  tinedure  was  then  weighed  to  afeer- 
tain  the  quantity  of  gum  it  contained;  or  elfe 
it  was  evaporated  to  nearly  a  folid  confidence, 
and  given  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  gum  itfelf. 
In  this  manner  all  the  gum  may  be  extrafted 
from  the  very  word  fpecimen  :  I  believe  how¬ 
ever  that  the  druggids  are  now  in  poflefiion  of 
a  large  quantity  of  a  very  good  kind  :  Mefirs. 
Hopkins  and  Jackfon  have  fupplied  me  with 
fome  at  the  rate  of  3s.  6d.  per  pound, — which 
one  pound  with  the  other  yielded  12  ounces  of 
pure  unmixed  gum ;  and  from  the  refiduum 
about  3  ounces  of  extradl  might  be  obtained. 


Dr.  Beugo  of  Rocheder  has  employed  it  in 
a  great  variety  of  cafes  :  I  am  indebted  to  him 
for  the  following  information. 

i  It  has  been  tound  extremely  ferviceable  in 
*  diarrhoeas ;  and  on  repeated  occalions,  it  has 

‘  very 
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4  very  fpeedily  relieved  both  the  purging  and 
4  the  pain,  when  opiates  had  no  ejfedt. 

4  In  incipient  dyfenteries,and  in  fome  of  long 
4  ftanding,  it  has  proved  remarkably  ufeful : 
€  but  in  inflammatory  dyfenteries,  it  was  oblige 
4  ed  to  be  omitted  till  the  inflammation  was 

*  removed. 

4  In  one  inftance  of  pains  in  the  bowels, 

*  three  dofes  of  the  tindlure  (one  dram  in  each 
‘  dofe)  gave  more  relief  than  fix  grains  of  opium  : 
4  this  effedt  it  produced  not  only  once,  but  on 
4  repeated  trials.  When  the  gum  was  given, 
4  it  brought  away  large  quantities  of  fcybala 
4  or  knotted  fceces,  which  repeated  cathartics, 
4  both  faline  and  reflnous,  would  not  effedl : — - 
4  and  this  it  did  without  the  gum  feeming  to 
4  adl  as  a  purgative. 

4  It  was  given  in  many  complaints  of  the 

*  ftomach,  both  of  the  fpafmodic  and  dyfpep- 
4  tic  kind,  that  had  continued  two  or  three 
4  months  : — and  in  fo  fhort  a  time  as  two  or 
4  three  days,  the  difturbances  in  mod  of  them 
4  were  materially  abated. 

4  In  whata/^  called  lpafms  of  the  flomach, 
4  it  has  been  found  of  great  ufe. 

4  In  fpafmodic  complaints  of  various  parts 
4  of  the  body,  fuch  more  efpecially  as  flitches 

‘  in 
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*  in  the  fide  and  in  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
€  attended  fometimes  with  a  degree  of  fever, 
c  it  has  been  productive  of  conliderable 
1  fervice. 

*  In  violently  excruciating  rheumatic  pains, 

*  it  has  often  relieved ,  when  opiates  even  in  large 

*  dejes  did  not  procure  eafe. 

*  In  a  cafe  of  oppreffion  of  breathing,  which 
1  appeared  to  arife  from  debility — it  produced 

*  a  good  effedt. 

*  The  gum  was  given  in  a  cafe  of  foetid 

*  and  ichorous  difeharge  from  the  vagina, 

*  a  fortnight  after  mifearriage,  attended  with  a 

*  low  fever.  In  two  days  the  difeharge  was 

*  removed,  the  fever  iubfided,  and  the  ltrength, 

*  appetite,  and  fpirits  began  to  improve. 

*  It  has  appeared  to  have  a  good  effedt  in 

*  fluor  albus.  In  general  it  has  no  effedt 

*  when  fever  attends,  either  in  abating,  or 
1  encrealing  it. 

*  The  gum  in  no  inftance  appeared  to  pro- 
‘  duce  any  inconvenience,  except  once  during 
‘  the  inflammatory  flage  of  the  dyfentery. 

‘  The  mode  of  adminiltring  the  gum  in  the 

*  above  cafes  was  by  infuflng  two  ounces 
‘  of  the  gum  in  one  pint  of  brandy  : — one 

*  dram  of  this  tindture  diflblved  in  mucilage  of 

gum 
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4  gum  arabic,  was  the  ufual  dofes ;  and  find- 
4  ing  that  anfwer  fo  remarkably  well,  the 
*  quantity  was  not  increafed/ 


Mr.  Thompfon  of  Rochefter  has  favoured 
me  with  the  following  cafes. 

*  i 

CASE  I. 

c  Mr.  Dixon,  a  gentleman  of  Rocheller,  was 

*  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  bowels,  at- 
‘  tended  with  vomiting  and  purging : — his 

*  pulfe  was  quick  and  his  tongue  dry. — After 
‘  feveral  hours  he  applied  .for  affiftance  : — he 

*  immediately  took  a  draught  with  ten  grains 

*  of  the  gum  and  repeated  it  every  four  or  fix 

*  hours  ; — this  foon  relieved  him,  and  in  a  few 
€  days  he  got  quite  well/ 

case  II. 

c  John  Painter  was  attacked  with  fimilar 

*  fymptoms  while  he  was  in  a  weak  and  re- 
‘  duced  ftate  from  a  previous  illnefs — the 

*  fame  quantity  of  the  gum  in  powder  was 
4  given  every  four  hours,  and  he  foon  re- 
4  covered. 


A.  B.  had 
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c  A.  B.  had  the  fame  complaint,  differing 

*  only  in  his  having  a  few  bloody  ftools — he 
4  took  the  fame  medicine — foon  found  eafe, 

*  and  recovered  faff 

*  In  fome  other  iimilar  cafes  it  was  given 
4  with  equal  fuccefs — from  the  very  beginning 

*  of  the  complaint — but  in  others  it  had  not 

*  that  effe£t,  until  a  vomit  and  fome  rhubarb 
4  had  been  given — it  there  appeared  to  a<5t 
4  very  powerfully  in  relieving  the  purging,  and 

*  in  reftoring  the  patient. 

Mr.  Thompfcn  adds,  that  4  when  it  is 

*  more  known  he  thinks  it  will  be  found  an 
4  ufeful  medicine  in  what  are  called  bilious 
4  cafes,  and  in  dyfenteries  : — but  that  as  a 
4  great  deal  of  gum  is  foul  and  impure — its 
4  operation  will  not  always  be  the  fame.’ 

In  a  fecond  communication  with  which  I 
am  favoured  by  Mr.  Thompfon,  he  informs 
me  of  two  cafes  in  which  he  fays  4  it  almoft 
4  injlantly  cured 

CASE  III. 

4  Mafter  Andcrfon  applied  to  me  a  few  days 
4  fince  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  bowels  and 
4  purging — he  could  lcarcely  ftand  upright : 

4  I  gave  him  one  dram  and  an  half  of  the  tine- 

4  ture 
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4  tare  (containing  about  ten  grains  of  the 
‘  gum)  in  an  ounce  of  water,  and  defired  to 
‘  fee  him  in  three  hours  : — he  had  had  no 
4  ftool,  and  the  pain  was  ftill  violent.  I  re- 

*  peated  the  dofe  : — in  three  hours  more  he 
‘  was  almoft  free  from  pain — and  had  had 
4  one  ftool : — two  dofes  more  quite  cured 

*  him/ — • 

CASE  IV. 

4  A  pauper  at  the  workhoufe  had  a  violent 
4  purging,  with  fome  pain  : — Mr.  £mith  my 
4  Affiftant  faw  him  and  gave  him  two  drams 

*  of  the  tin&ure,  and  he  was  cured  : — he  has 
c  fince  had  natural  ftools  daily/ 


The  following  cafes  were  communicated 
by  Mr.  Andrews  of  Brompton. 

Case  I. 

4  Mrs.  Andrews,  of  a  delicate  and  irritable 
4  habit,  is  frequently  troubled  with  cramp  in 
‘  the  extremities ;  and  when  free  from  it,  in 
*  thofe  parts,  fhe  in  general  has  it  in  her  fto- 
4  mach,  attended  with  griping  in  the  bowels, 

4  which 
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*  which  almofl:  always  terminates  in  a  violent 

*  purging;  I  have  frequently  given  ico  drops 
4  of  tindture  of  opium  for  a  dofe,  which  has' 
4  fometimes  relieved  after  200  or  300  drops  had 
4  been  taken:  Aether  joined  with  camphor,  has 
4  alfo  at  tunes  had  a  good  effedt  in  procuring  a 
4  temporary  relief. 

4  In  Odtober  lafl  the  above  complaints  at- 
4  tacked  her  violently  in  her  ftomach,  and 
4  bowels,  when  I  had  recourfe  to  the  tinc- 
c  ture  of  opium,  aether  and  camphor,  which 
4  at  firft  relieved  the  fpafms  a  little,  but  did 
4  not  at  all  remove  the  complaint.  After  con- 
4  tinuing  thofe  medicines  about  three  days, 
4  I  determined  to  try  the  effedt  of  the  yellow; 
4  gum  from  Botany  Bay  : — half  a  drachm  of  a 
4  tindture,  containing  feven  grains  of  the  gum, 
4  was  united  with  water  by  means  of  muci- 
4  lage,  and  was  given  four  times  in  the  day. 
4  After  taking  the  above  for  two  days,  the 
4  fpafms  and  complaint  in  her  bowels  were 
4  very  much  relieved;  the  fame  medicine  was 
4  therefore  continued  for  fome  time  after, 
4  twice  a  day,  when  the  complaint  feemed 
4  perfedtly  removed.  However,  any  flight 
4  Cold  brings  on  a  return  of  the  cramp, 
4  which  if  it  attacks  the  ftomach,  the  bowels 

4  are 
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are  immediately  aftedted,  but  relief  is  always 
had  from  the  gum  as  above/ 

CASE  II. 

c  Mifs  Howe,  of  a  delicate  conflitution, 
in  October  laft  had  a  low  fever,  which  the 
foon  got  the  better  of,  but  was  followed  by 
a  violent  burning  pain  (as  fhe  expreffed  it) 
in  her  ftomach,  which  came  on  every  day 
about  noon,  continued  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  great  part  of  the  night :  her  appe¬ 
tite  was  bad  and  (lie  was  generally  worfe  af¬ 
ter  taking  any  kind  of  nourifhment.  I  gave 
her  a  ftrong  infufion  of  Cort.  St.  Lucia,  to 
be  taken  every  four  hours,  and  every  third 
day  an  opening  draught  with  rhubarb, 
which  plan  was  followed  for  twelve  days, 
when  finding  I  gained  no  ground,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  the  effedts  of  t  ie  gum  from 
Botany  Bay,  which  I  gave  in  the  proportion 
as  mentioned  in  the  other  cafe ;  on  the  fe-,' 
cond  day  fhe  found  great  relief,  and  conti¬ 
nuing  it  for  about  one  week,  the  complaint 
was  entirely  removed,  and  fhe  had  no  re¬ 
turn  of  it  fince. 

‘  Her  pulfe  was  low,  but  regular,  till  af¬ 
ter  taking  the  gum,  when  it  rofe  to  it's  ufual- 

6  flate  : 

i 
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•  ftate;  her  bowels  were  not  affedted,  but  fhe 

•  found  a  pleafing  warmth  in  her  llomach  af- 

•  ter  taking  the  medicine/ 


The  following  Cafes  were  communicated 
by  Mr.  Harris  of  Gravefend. 

CASE  I. 

*  S.  B - k  aged  20,  fubjedt  to  a  nervous 

*  difeafe,  complained  to  me  on  the  29th  of 

*  Odfober  laft,  of  violent  pain  about  the  Py- 

*  lorus,  attended  with  vomitings,  particularly 
4  after  taking  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  nourifh- 
4  ment ;  her  fpirits  were  much  dejedted  and 

*  her  pulfe  low,  and  quick.  I  ordered  a  large 

*  blifter  to  be  applied  to  the  ftomach,  and  from 

*  one  drachm  to  two  drachms  of  aether  every 
4  hour  till  better,  this  had  not  the  deli  red  effedt ; 
c  although  more  than  an  ounce  was  taken,  it 

*  only  afforded  fhort  intervals  of  eale. - 

4  30th.  The  blifter  had  rifen  well,  fhe  had  had 

*  no  reft.  The  pains  were  ftill  violent; 

*  vomitings  continued  and  the  pulfe  and  fpirits 
f  were  lower ;  I  then  ordered  her  fmall  doles 
4  ofTindtura  Opii,  joined  with  ftimulants,  the 

4  Infus. 
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4  Infus.  Ligni  Quaf.  and  other  bitters  were 

*  given,  but  with  no  better  effedt ;  I  then  gave 
4  her  one  drachm  of  the  tindture  of  the  yellow 
1  gum  from  Botany  Bay  diffolved  in  muci- 
4  lage  of  gum  arabic,  every  three  hours. 

The  flrfl  draught  gave  her  immediate  relief 
4  and  flopped  the  vomitings ;  and  the  fecond  dofe 
4  removed  the  pain  entirely  ;  I  then  defired  the 
4  draughts  to  be  continued  two  days,  one  every 
4  eight  hours  and  fhe  has  not  had  the  fmalleft 
6  return  of  her  complaints  fince/ 

Case  II. 

c  Mrs.  W - d  aged  26,  and  Mrs.  F— n 

1  aged  24,  both  fubjedt  to  nervous  diforders, 

*  complained  on  the  31ft  of  Odtober  laft,  of 
€  the  fame  fymptoms  as  were  mentioned  in  the 
‘  preceding  Cafe :  I  gave  them  immediately 

*  the  tindture  of  the  yellow  gum  and  they 

*  foon  recovered.’ 

case  III. 

‘  I  was  fent  for  the  3d  of  November  to 
'  Mrs.  Farmer's  fon,  4  years  old,  of  a  very 

*  weak  and  delicate  habit,  — -  with  general  de~ 

*  bility,  particularly  of  the  flomach,  which 

F  ‘  would 
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f  would  not  retain  anv  kind  of  nourishment— - 

J 

‘  it  being  immediately  rejeGed.  I  gave  him 
c  half  a  drachm  cf  the  tinGure  diflblved  as 
4  above,  which  flopped  the  vomitings  in  24 
e  hours,  and  the  llomach  was  enabled  to  retain 

*  its  ufual  food.  The  medicine  was  continued 

*  only  three  days/ 

CASES  IV.  V.  VI.  VII. 

c  Mrs.  W - 1,  aged  ^7,  of  a  dropfical  ha- 

*  bit*  applied  to  me  the  6th  of  November  lad:, 

*  with  vomitings  but  without  pain.' 

‘  Mifs  G — e,  aged  20,  of  a  delicate  habit,  the 

*  2 2d.  of  November  complained  of  Teachings, 

*  particularly  in  the  morning  with  pain.’ 

‘  Mrs.  A - d,  aged  32,  of  a  delicate  habit, 

*  the  6th  of  December  complained  of  iicknefs, 

*  with  lofs  of  appetite  and  reft/ 

‘  Mrs.  T - r,  aged  32,  of  a  delicate  con- 

c  ftitution,  the  8th  of  December  complained  of 
6  being  very  languid ;  (lie  had  a  naufea,  and 
‘  lofs  of  appetite,  her  fpirits  were  much  de- 
1  jeGed  and  her  pulfe  low  and  quick. 

*  The  gum  given  as  above  directed,  in  a 
‘  few  days’  removed  their  complaints,  and  re- 

*  ftored  their  healths,  fpirits,  and  appetite: 

4  except  Mrs.  W - 1,  and  to  her  it  always 

*  a  orded  a  iemporary  relief  to  thevemitings  ; 

4  but  ftie  lately  died  of  a  dropiy  of  the  cheft/ 

Case  VIII. 
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CASE  VIII. 

Mrs.  E - n,  aged  35,  complained  to  me 

*  the  6th  of  December  of  a  quartan  fever,  at- 
‘  tended  with  lofs  of  appetite,  and  violent 
‘  Teachings  fo  that  her  flomach  would  not  bear 
‘  the  cort.  Peruv,  or  any  of  its  preparations  ; 

(  the  faline  draughts  therefore  in  a  ftate  of 

*  effervefcence,  opiates,  cardiacs,  prepara- 
c  tion  of  lignum  quaffias,  and  other  ftomachic 
‘  bitters  were  given,  but  without  any  good  ef- 
f  fedt ;  nor  did  the  tinture  of  the  yellow  gum 
€  dilfolved  with  mucilage  anfwer  here  fo  well 

*  as  expedted ;  I  therefore  ordered  one  tea- 

*  fpoonfull  of  the  tindlure  to  be  taken  alone, 

*  when  fhe  found  herfelf  fick,  fince  which  time 

*  the  ficknefs  and  naufea  have  been  effectually 
‘  removed,  and  the  ftomach  now  retains  an  in- 
<  fufion  of  the  cort.  anguftur.  without  the 
c  leaft  uneafinefs/ 

CASE  IX. 

*  Mrs.  M - n,  aged  28,  very  much  afflic- 

*  ed  with  rheumatifm,  complained  on  the  20th 
6  of  December,  of  pain  in  the  ftomach  which 

*  was  fo  violent  that  the  neighbourhood  was 

F  2  ‘  alarmed 
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4  alarmed  with  her  cries:  I  gave  her  one  drachm 
4  of  the  tinfture  diflblved  at  firft  which  abated 
4  the  pain  ;  and  feme  time  after  I  gave  one 
4  drachm  of  the  tindture  alone,  and  it  immedi- 
4  ately  carried  it  eff  -r  ilie  has  had  another  re- 
<  turn  of  the  pain  fince,  attended  with  a  greater 
4  degree  of  flatulency,  when  I  gave  a  dole  of 
4  the  tindlure,  with  as  good  fuccefs  as  be- 

*  fore.* 

case  X. 

4  Mifs  S.  O - in,  aged  17,  of  a  delicate 

4  conftitution,  complained  the  6th  of  Decem- 
4  ber  of  a  very  acute  gnawing  pain  in  her  fto- 

•  mach,  with  ficknefs  and  at  times  a  difficulty 
4  of  refpiration.  I  firft  ordered  the  tinfture 
4  diflolved,  which  was  taken  for  four  days  fuc- 
4  ceffively,  and  only  afforded  a  temporary  ceffa- 
4  tion  of  pain,  for  about  an  hour,  when  it  ge- 
4  nenerally  returned : — I  then  defired  one 
4  drachm  or  more  of  aether  to  be  taken  eveiy 
4  five  hours,  and  that  being  continued  for 
4  three  days,  and  not  even  giving  fo  much  re- 
4  lief  as  the  former  medicine,  I  determined  to 
4  give  one  drachm  of  the  tindture  alone,  which 
4  immediately  releafed  my  patient  from  her  pain . 

4  The  medicine  has  been  continued  every  day 
4  fince/ 


CASE  XI, 
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CASE  XI. 

*  Mrs.  P - n,  aged  40,  very  much  afflicted 

*  with  the  gout.  She  had  had  pains  in  the 
c  extremities  for  fome  creeks  paft : — on  the 

*  20th  of  December  I  was  fent  for,  when  I 
‘  found  her  almoft  diftraded  with  pain  in  her 

ftomach,  during  which  time  fhe  could  not 

*  feel  thofein  the  extremities  which  fhe  before 

<  complained  of  ;  I  gave  her  the  tindure  of 

<  the  yellow  gum  diffolved ;  The  firft  dofe 
4  abated  the  pain  for  half  an  hour,  when  it  re- 
c  turned  ;  I  gave  a  fecond  dofe  which  releafed 
‘  her  for  two  hours  and  a  half:  I  gave  a  third 
‘  dofe,  which  again  gave  eafe  but  it  was  only 
£  for  half  an  hour:  finding  the  laft  intermiffion 

*  of  fo  fhort  duration,  and  her  refpiration  be^ 

*  coming  very  quick,  I  gave  her  two  drachms 
‘  of  aether,  and  repeated  it  three  times  in  the 
4  fpace  of  an  hour,  without  its  affording  any 
4  relief.  I  had  every  reafon  to  exped  I  fhould 
‘  have  loft  my  patient,  as  her  pulfe  and  fpirits 

4  began  to  fink  very  fail,  and  the  extremities 

5  were  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy  fweat ;  I 
‘  then  gave  one  dram  of  the  tindure  alone , 

*  which  inflantaneoufiy  removed  the  pain  j'rom 

F  3  6  her 
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*  her  Jl cm  achy  and  it  has  not  been  felt  there 

*  fince  ;  only  in  the  extremities*  as  at  fir/I,  and 
1  now  gets  better  every  day. 

4  The  tindlure  was  made  by  mixing  equal 
4  parts  of  the  pure  gum  and  rc&ified  fpirit. 
4  One  drachm  of  this  was  the  ufual  dofe/ 

9 

Mr.  Bowes  the  Surgeon  of  the  Lady  Pen- 
rhyti  tranfport  from  Botany  Bay,  afiured  me, 
he  had  feen  it  produce  very  good  effefts  in  va¬ 
rious  inftarlces  of  debility  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  when  given  in  dofes  of  fifteen  grains 
or  a  fcruple. 

The  chief  mate  of  the  Lady  Penrhyn  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  in  his  voyage  home,  he  had 
been  very  much  troubled  with  a  naufea  and 
ficknefs  of  ftomach  :  and  it  was  attended  re¬ 
gularly  every  morning  after  hreakfaft,  with 
vomiting: — Having  in  many  in  fiances  witneiT 
ed  the  good  effects  of  the  yellow  gum  in  fio- 
mach  complaints,  he  was  induced  to  take 
feme  of  it  himfelf:  he  did  fo,  and  the  com¬ 
plaint  immediately  left  him. 

In  Philipps's  Voyage  to  Botany  Bay,  its  ef¬ 
fects  are  thus  fpoken  ot ; — 4  In  the  dyfenlery, 
4  the  red  gum  *  of  the  tree  which  principally 

*  This  is  faid  to  be  4  drawn  from  the  tree  by  tapping, 

*  or  taking  out  of  the  veins  of  the  wood  when  dry.’  It 
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*  abounds  on  this  coaft,  was  found  a  very  pow- 
‘  erful  remedy.  The  yellow  gum  has  been 
‘  found  to  pofiefs  the  fame  property,  but  in 

*  an  inferior  degree,  p.  59. 

*  We  are  informed  by  Dr.  Blane  phyfician 

*  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  that  he  has  found 
c  it  remarkably  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  old 
‘  fluxes,  and  this  not  only  in  a  few  inftances, 
‘  but  in  many  obftinate  cafes/  p.  294. 

As  the  yellow  gum,  the  fubjed  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  paper,  muft  be  in  a  great  meafure  un¬ 
known  to  the  generality  of  praditioners,  it 
having  been  but  very  lately  introduced  into 
this  kingdom,  I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to 
produce  before  the  fociety,  as  large  a  colledion 
of  facts  refpeding  it,  as  I  have  been  able  to  col¬ 
led  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  time  that  it  has  come 
under  my  obfervation ;  and  I  have  been  more 
particular  in  the  relation  of  its  effieds,  as  no 
account  of  its  medicinal  properties  has  yet 
been  made  public. 

From  what  has  been  faid  refpeding  its  ef- 
feds,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  will  be 

appears  to  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  from  the  fpecimen  I 
have  feen,  it  really  is  the  gum  rubrum  adlringens.  I  tranf- 
mit  a  fmall  portion  to  the  fociety,  who  ill  be  the  bettejr 
judge. 

F  4  found 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


-2 

/ 

found  a  very  ufeful  acquifition  to  the  medical 
practitioner  j  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  confirm¬ 
ed  by  the  concurrent  teftitnony  of  every  one 
of  my  acquaintance  who  has  employed  it.  It 
is  not  to  be  expedted,  that  I  can  yet  have  had 
an  experience  of  its  effedts,  fufficiently  exten- 
five,  to  enable  me  to  point  out  with  confidence, 
all  the  difeafes  in  which  it  is  moft  likely  to 
fucceed  :  I  will  for  the  prefen t  therefore  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  independent 
of  the  complaints  in  which  it  is  here  related 
to  have  fuccecded,  fuch  as,  naufea,  ficknefs,  vo¬ 
miting,  flatulency,  heartburn,  pains  in  the  fto- 
mach,  and  all  the  other  fymptoms  of  dyfpepfia. 
Diarrhoea,  mild  degrees  of  cholera,  dyfentery, 
flatulency,  and  pain  in  the  bowels,  fpafms, 
in  the  ftomach,  in  the  mufcles  of  the  trunk, 
and  in  thofe  of  the  extremities,  the  gout  in 
the  ftomach,  and  violent  pains  in  the  extre¬ 
mities  rcfembling  the  gout  or  rheumatifm, — 
Great  and  general  proflration  of  ftrength, — 
Catarrhous  afledtions, — And  in  certain  cafes 
of  amenorrhcea  and  fluor  albus. — Exclufive 
of  thefe  complaints  I  fay,  in  all  cafes  where  de¬ 
bility  itfelf  is  the  idiopathic  complaint,  where 
it  is  independent  of,  and  unconnected  with  any 
real  organic  difeafe — I  fhould  expedt,  whether 

the 
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the  affedfion  be  local  or  general,  that  the  yel¬ 
low  gum  will  be  found  a  very  power! ul  and 
effectual  reHorative.  In  what  other  c  ales  be- 
fide  thole  already  mentioned,  it  may  be  likely 
to  anfwer,  I  will  not  take  upon  mylelf,  at  this 
time,  to  fay ;  but  from  what  has  here  been  Hat¬ 
ed  refpedting  its  general  effects,  every  one  will 
be  able  to  form  the  opinion  for  himfelf. 

January  ijl .  1790. 
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ARTICLE  V, 

Cafe  of  Sphacelated  Omentum ,  with  Cbfrva- 

ticns\  by 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WHITE,  Surgeon,  at  Morpeth; 

# 

Arid  Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Sur¬ 
geons,  London. 

Read  July  12,  1 790. 

W.  T.  aged  35,  of  a  low  ftature,  and  of 

the  fanguine  temperament,  began  to  com¬ 
plain,  during  the  month  of  September,  1785, 

of  pain  and  uneafinefs  in  his  bowels,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  diftrefsful  fenfation  of  coldnefs 
in  the  lower  extremities,  more  particularly 
at  the  foies  of  his  feet. 

Thefe  complaints,  though  continued  for  a 
length  of  time,  were  not  fufficiently  urgent 
to  confine  him  in  the  houfe  :  but  his  appetite 
was  gradually  impaired  under  them;  he  grew 
pale  and  dejeded;  was  reftlefs  at  night;  be¬ 
came  coftive;  had  frequent  vomitings,  and  a 
very  fcanty  fecretion  of  urine. 


He 
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He  had  been  in  this  date  nearly  ten  weeks 
before  I  firft  vifited  him.  I  found  him  then 
exceedingly  languid  and  emaciated. 

His  ideas  being  confufed,  he  could  give 
only  an  imperfeft  account  of  his  complaint; 
but  when  clofely  quedioned,  he  referred  to  the 
umbilical  region  as  the  principal  feat  of  them. 
The  degree  of  pain  had  never  been  confidera- 
ble :  nor  was  there  at  that  time  any  tenfion  or 
hardnefs  to  be  felt  on  preffing  the  abdomen. 

His  refpiration  was  deep  and  flow,  his 
pulfe  was  quick  and  very  weak,  his  tongue 
whitifh  but  moift,  and  he  had  no  third. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  urine  which  he  made 
was  high  coloured,  and  depofited  a  pink  fedi- 
ment.  His  feet  were  always  remarkably  cold. 
A  confiderable  degree  of  delirium  ufually  came 
on  towards  evening. 

He  had  no  dools  except  from  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  purgatives  or  clyders;  but  neither 
thefe,  nor  other  remedies  that  were  admini- 
ftered,  at  all  contributed  to  alleviate  his  dis¬ 
order.  He  lingered  in  the  fame  date  for  a- 
bout  a  fortnight  after  my  attendance  on  him; 
during  the  two  lad  days  of  which  lie  was 
condantly  delirious. 

After  his  death  I  obtained  leave  to  examine 

his 
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his  body;  and,  on  opening  the  abdominal 
cavity,  found  the  omentum  and  peritoneum 
compleatly  fphacelatcd,  forming  together  a 
foft,  black,  irregular  mafs.  A  large  quantity 
of  coagulated  matter  covered  the  tranfverfe 
arch  of  the  colon,  and -filled  up  the  interfaces 
of  the  folds  of  the  other  inteflines,  making  a 
general  and  firm  attachment  of  them  to  each 

o 

other. 

The  colon  itfelf  on  the  outfide  appeared 
livid;  but  the  internal  furface  of  the  whole 
canal  was  in  a  natural  ftate,  excepting  that 
flight  patches  of  inflammation  might  be  oh- 
ferved  in  one  or  two  places. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  inflammation 
affecting  the  peritoneum  or  omentum,  though 
probably  they  may  be  well  underflood  by 
many  practitioners,  are  not  clearly  pointed 
out  by  medical  writers. 

According  toSauvage;  Epiploitis  cognofcitur 
cx  febre  injlammatoria ,  cum  dolore  acuto  lan - 
cinantCy  per  fuperiorem  6c  mediam  abdominis 
regionem  infra  tegumenta  in  iplo  abdominis 

cavo. - Vogel  thus  defines  omentitis :  omenti 

inflainmatic,  Jebris  continua  cum  dolore  6c  tu¬ 
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more  in  regione  epigaftrica  &  hypogaftrica. — - 
Dr.  Cullen’s  definition  of  Peritonitis ,  is  py¬ 
rexia  dolor  abdominis  corpora  eredo  acutus, 
abfque  propriis  aliarum  phlegmafiarum  abdo¬ 
minal  ium  Jigras. 

From  feveral  cafes  which  have  occurred  to 
me,  I  am  convinced  that  the  diftind  train  of 
circumftances  mentioned  by  the  nofologifts,  is 
rarely  to  be  found  in  fuch  internal  inflamma¬ 
tions. 

On  the  contrary  they  have  no  marked  febrile 
acceflion  >  are  more  infidious  and  flow  in  their 
progrefs ;  and  often  approach  to  a  fatal  termi¬ 
nation  without  any  flrongly  charaderiftic 
fymptom  either  local  or  general. 

In  affedions  fo  obfeure  and  fo  dangerous, 
we  are  bound  to  avail  ourfelves  of  every  fign 
which  mav  demonftrate  their  nature  and  ten- 
dericy. 

The  cafe  above  related  affords  fome  diftin- 
guifhing  marks  worthy  of  attention.  The 
very  fcanty  fecretion  of  urine,  the  continued 
naufea,  coftivenefs,  and  that  peculiar  fenfation 
of  coldnefs  in  the  lower  extremities,  occur,  I 
have  reafon  to  believe,  in  moft  cafes  of  omental 
and  peritoneal  inflammation.  Thele  therefore 
where  other  fymptoms  are  equivocal,  may  fome- 

times 
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times  lead  to  a  right  knowledge  of  the  difeale. 
When  that  is  once  afeertained,  the  requifite 
inode  of  treatment  is  obvious  ;  and  if  it  be 
timely  applied,  may  prevent  the  fatal  termina¬ 
tion  by  gangrene.  The  early  application  of 
cupping-glafles,  or  of  a  great  number  of  leeches 
to  the  abdomen,  along  with  the  ufe  of  cool¬ 
ing  purgatives  will  be  generally  found  fuffici- 
ent  for  the  purpofe. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

/ 

Obfervations  and  Experiments  on  the  External 
Abforption  of  Emetic  Ear  tar  and  Arfenic . 

Addressed  to  J.  C.  LETT SOM,  M.  D. 

By  WILLIAM  GAITS  KELL,  Surgeon, 

ROTHERHITHE. 

Read  August,  2,  1790. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Permit  me  to  deferibe  to  you  fome  expe¬ 
riments  on  the  external  abforption  of  Emetic 
Tartar,  its  operation  on  the  body,  and  the 
conclufions  proper  to  be  deduced  from  them. 

The  firft  idea  of  adminiftering  this  medi¬ 
cine  by  the  cutaneous  abforbents,  was  fugge fil¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Blizard,  in  the  Vlllth.  volume  of 
Medical  Journals  3  *  and,  the  fir  ft  inftance  of 
its  being  adopted,  was  by  Mr.  Shcrwen,  in 
the  I  Id.  volume  of  Medical  Memoirs. 

*  Medical  Journal,  vol.  VIII.  iolio  57. 

+  Medical  Memoirs,  vol.  II.  iolio  386.  Mr.  Shenvcn 
was  the  firit  who  applied  Emetic  Tartar  externally  as  a 
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The  perufal  of  thefe  papers,  induced  me  to 
profecute  this  novel  method  ;  but  the  event 
of  my  trials,  was  fo  diametrically  oppofite 
to  what  I  expedted,  that  it  is  impolTible  to  avoid 
thinking,  that  this  mode  of  application  will 
never  fuperfede  its  introduction  by  the  mouth. 
— But,  without  difculfing  its  utility  or  inef¬ 
ficacy  at  prefent,  I  will  proceed  to  unfold  to 
you  the  nature  of  my  experiments,  and  they 
will  demonftrate  the  juflnefs  of  my  con- 
clufions. 

Saturday,  April  4,  1789.  About  ten  o’clock 
at  night,  I  rubbed  into  the  palms  of  my  hands 
five  grains  of  Tartar  Emetic,  with  two  drachms 
of  diftilled  water ;  having  previoufiy  wiped 
them  with  a  dry  cloth,  that  the  abforbent 
vefiels  might  be  more  adtive — the  only  effedt 
was  a  flight  fenfe  of  heat  in  the  palms  of  my 
hands ;  but  no  naufea,  perfpiration,  vomiting, 
or  any  other  fymptom  of  general  operation. — 
The  fame  quantity  was  made  trial  of  by  Mr. 
Dent,  a  young  Gentleman  in  the  final  part  of 

general  alterative  and  fudorific  ;  but  Mr.  Blizard,  had 
made  many  experiments  prior  to  this  on  its  modus  ope- 
randi  as  a  local  application  in  foul  ulcers,  and  only  hint¬ 
ed  at  its  general  effeds. 
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liis  apprenticefhip,  who  wifhed  to  experience 
the  adion  of  this  medicine  in  the  new  way  ; 
but  the  fame  inefficacy  attended  it. 

The  next  night,  Sunday,  April  5,  we  ufed 
ten  grains  each  inftead  of  five,  with  as  much 
diftilled  water  as  was  juft  fufficient  to  hold  it 
in  folution  :  this  was  applied  to  thefurface  of 
both  hands,  and  both  arms,  till  the  whole  was 
confumed  upon  the  parts ;  but,  to  my  great 
furprize  without  the  leaft  fenfible  effed. 

Being  difappointed  at  the  failure  of  our  at¬ 
tempts,  as  they  differed  fo  materially  from 
what  we  expeded,  and  Mr.  Sherwen  has  de- 
fcribed,  we  determined  to  perfevere  in  our 
plan,  till  fenfible  effeds  were  produced,  or  the 
dofe  of  medicine  fo  large,  as  to  make  the 
menftruum  difagreeably  copious,  or  the  por¬ 
tion  of  metal  introduced,  too  precarious.  With 
this  view,  we  augmented  the  dofe,  ten  grains, 
every  other  night,  till  the  quantity  amounted 
to  two  drachms  ;  which  required  for  its  folu¬ 
tion,  affifted  with  heat,  feven  ounces  of  diftilled 
water ;  while  warm,  we  rubbed  it  into  our  legs, 
thighs,  arms  and  abdomen,  till  the  whole  was 
dilpofed  of :  but  notwithftanding  the  largenefs 
of  the  dofe,  which  is  twelve  times  as  much  as 
Mr.  Sherwen  has  ftated  to  have  given  him  a 
Vol.  IV.  G  diarrhoea. 
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diarrhea,  and  palled  his  appetite,  ltill  our  con¬ 
stitutions  were  infenfible  to  its  ftimulus. 

This  being  the  cafe,  weprofecuted  the  iub- 
jedt  no  farther,  till  the  month  of  June,  1790. 
When  the  fame  experiments  were  repeated 
again,  upon  myfelf,  Mr.  Kell  myaffiftant,  and 
Mr.  Yeld,  an  ingenious  medical  friend  :  but, 
with  one  variation  ,  that  we  triturated  120 
grains  of  Emetic  Tartar  till  it  was  extremely 
fubtile,  and  then  mixed  it  with  axunge,  with 
which  we  anointed  our  bodies,  till  it  was  all 
expended,  and  the  only  eftedt  enfuing  from 
thence,  were  itching  pimples  on  the  lkin, 
many  of  which  fuppurated.  *  During  the 
period  of  thefe  operations,  I  never  reftrained 
myfelf  from  eating  fruit,  oranges  being  ate  the 
whole  time,  and  malted  liquor  drunk  at  my 
meals. 

Now  from  thefe  fadts,  the  only  inference 
that  can  juft ly  be  drawn,  is  that  Tartar  Eme¬ 
tic  rubbed  into  the  lkin,  can  never  be  prefera- 


*  A  fatyrated  folution  of  120  grains  of  Emetic  Tartar 
iti  water  proved  fo  irritating  to  the  cutaneous  follicles  in 
Mr.  Yeld,  that  a  great  many  of  them  fuppurated — and 
fuch  an  univerfal  fenfibility  took  place,  over  all  the  inte¬ 
guments,  as  confined  him  to  his  bed  a  whole  da)’,  being 
incapable  of  bearing  the  friction  of  his  common  drcfs. 
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ble,  or  even  fo  advantageous,  as  the  j  udicious 
adminiftration  of  it  immediately  to  the  fto- 
mach ;  becaufe,  if  ten  grains  can  ftimulate 
one  conftitution,  as  related  by  Mr.  Sherwen, 
and  twelve  times  that  quantity  applied  in  the 
fame  way,  can  produce  no  fenlible  operation 
on  another,  there  can  be  no  limitation  for  the 
medicine  !  *  Befides,  the  difference  of  dofes 
in  this  way  is  vaftly  greater,  compared  with 
the  difference  of  fmall  dofes  taken  internally, 
allowances  being  made  for  peculiarity  of  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  accidental  circumftances  to  make 
it  more  than  ufually  adtive. — Do  we  ever  find 
a  Itomach  in  fever  fo  infenfible  to  the  adtion 
of  this  remedy  as  to  require  twelve  times  the 
quantity  to  promote  diaphorefis  ?  i.  e.  inftead 
of  receiving  a  quarter  of  a  grain  every  four 
or  fix  hours,  to  require  three  grains  for  a  dole 
in  the  fame  intervals  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  alferted  by  thofe,  who 
do  me  the  honour  to  perufe  this  paper,  that 
the  metallic  folution  was  not  abforbed ;  or, 
that  it  pafied  off  by  fome  excretion,  without 
getting  into  the  blood  vefiels.  They,  who 
think,  with  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Edward 

*  T-  he  Emetic  Tartar  for  thefe  experiments  was  from 
Apothecaries-Hall. 

G  2 
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Darwin  of  Lichfield,  *  that  the  lymphatic 
veffels  have  a  retrograde  motion,  will  naturally 
produce  this  latter  argument  ;  but,  it  matters 
not  much  to  the  purport  of  the  paper,  only, 
fhcwing,  more  clearly,  if  true,  that  the  ex¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  Emetic  Tartar  is  of  very  doubt¬ 
ful  effed ;  and  will  not  be  proper  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on.  But,  I  can,  pofitively,  aflert,  that 
no  one  excretion  was  vifibly  encreafed  ;  there¬ 
fore,  if  it  did  pafs  off,  it  was  done  impercep¬ 
tibly. — However,  that  the  metallic  fait  in  quef- 
tion  can  be  abforbed,  and  pofiibly  be  made  to 
ad:  upon  the  lyffem,  I  think  we  may  infer  from 
analogy  ;-f*  but  the  dofes,  required,  would  be 


*  A  very  fcnfible  treat ife  by  the  late  ingenious  Mr. 
Edward  Darwin  of  Lichfield,  tending  to  prove  that 
the  abforbent  fyftcm  has  fometimes  a  retn  grade  motion, 
from  a  debility  or  paralyfis  of  its  valves. 


+  We  have  a  well  known  infiance  of  external  abforp- 
tion  in  meremy,  alfo  in  the  Edin.  Med.  Commenta¬ 
ries,  1786.  vol.  I.  decad.  2.  page  326.  We  have  two 
infiances  ol  dangerous  effects  from  the  external  appli¬ 
cation  of  tobacco  infufion  to  cure  the  itch. — And 
Mr.  Maddox  informs  me  that  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica 
they  cure  putrid  and  remittent  fevers  in  children  by 
bathing  them  in  Peruvian  bark  baths. 
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fo  confiderable,  that  if  pointed  out,  might 
have  no  great  utility,  perhaps  prove  pernici¬ 
ous — inftead  of  being  alterative,  it  might  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  effects  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  as 
in  all  probability  would  prove  fpeedily  fatal. — 

Is  it  not  likely  that  the  circulating  mafs  un¬ 
der  an  antimonial  impregnation  as  it  is  fome- 
times  with  mercury,  might  impart  to  the  fe- 
cretions  its  fpecific  effects,  and  falling  on  the 
follicles  of  the  inteftines,  produce  a  profluvi- 
um  dangerous  in  its  nature  ?  In  my  opinion  it 
might ;  as  it  is  as  pofiible  for  fuch  effedts  to 
take  place,  as  that  the  fpecific  ftimulus  of 
mercury  fhould  produce  inflammation  and  co¬ 
pious  falivation,  or,  attack  the  pancreas,  and 
produce  diarrhoea. 

We  will  now  take  a  view  of  the  probable 
effedts  of  other  metallic  compounds  externally 
applied;  but  more  particularly  of  arfenic. 

We  fee  metals  employed  daily  to  the  entire 
furface,  and,  alfo,  where  it  is  ulcerated,  but 
without  juftifying  their  employment  as  gene¬ 
ral  alteratives. — We  will  apply  this  reafoning 
to  arfenical  compofition,  and  (hew  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  employing  them  to  the  fkin  to  ope¬ 
rate  on  the  kidnies.  Myfelf,  and  Mr.  Kell, 

G  3  have 
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have  tried  the  Arfenical  Tartar  *  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Sherwen  but  without  the  fmalleft 
impreffion.  And,  I  can  aver  having  ufed  this 
metal,  as  prepared  by  Dr.  Fowler, -f*  to  entire, 
as  well  as  ulcerated  furfaces  (in  the  proportion 
of  3  grains  to  8  ounces  of  diftillcd  water)  and 
this  kept  conftantly  in  contafl  with  the  part 
for  more  than  a  week  without  finding  its  diu¬ 
retic  powers ;  only  great  irritation  to  the  fore 
itfelf,  extending  far  on  the  furrounding  inte¬ 
guments.  Another  circumftance  worthy  of 


*  Mr.  Sherwen’s  Arfenical  Tartar. 

R  Arfenici  albi  p. 

Chryllal.  Tartari  ting.  gij. 

Aq.  purae  lbj.  Coque  per  horam  dimidiam  ;  deindc  cola 
per  chartam,  et  rite  evaporatuin  fepone  quo  chry flail i 
formentur. 

•  •  f 

+  Dr.  Fowler’s  Arfenical  Solution. 

Arfen.  alb.  inpulv.  fubt.  triti.  Salis  alkalin.  fixi  veget. 
purif.  agr.  6q.  Aq.  fontan.  diflillatac  Ibfs.  Immittantur 
in  ampullam  florentinam  qua  in  balneo  arcnac  pofita, 
aqua  lente  ebulliat  donee  arfenicum  perfefcle  folutum 
fuerit,  deinde  folutioni  frigidac  adde. 

Sp.  lav.  C.  Jfs.  Aq.  lout,  dift  lbfs.  plus  vel  minus,  adeo 
ut  folutionis  menfura  libra  una  accurata  fit,  vel  potius 
pondereunciae  quindecimcum  dimidia  (Troy  Weight). 
8o  drops  contain  half  a  grain  of  Arfenic. 
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attention,  is  that  in  feveral  cafes  where  I  have 
exhibited  it  internally,  it  has  (hewn  no  diftin- 
guifhable  effeds  on  the  kidneys,  or  any  other 
emundory.* — Dr.  Fowler  obferves  that  he 
has  fometimes  found  it  to  fupprefs  that  fecre- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Le  Febure  “  that  its  adion  is 
fcarcely  perceived  upon  any  of  the  fecretions 
or  excretions,  though  fome  difcharge  their 
urine  more  freely  than  others,  and  with  fome 
the  belly  is  more  loofe  5  but  thefe  effeds  are 
neither  regular  nor  conftant.”  Notwithftand- 
ing  this,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Sherwen, 
I  hazarded  its  ufe  in  a  cafe  of  general  dropfy, 
and  found  its  adion  as  a  diuretic  ineffedual, 
while  the  after  exhibition  of  digitalis  removed 
the  difeafe.  The  patient  expired  a  few  days 
after,  but  all  the  water  w’as  difcharged  from  the 
chert,  abdomen,  and  cellular  membrane,  though 
not  what  remained  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain,  which  I  fufpeded  to  be  thecaufe  of  his 
death ;  but  was  not  permitted  to  determine  it 


*  Medical  Reports  of  the  effe£ts  of  Arfenic  in  the  cure 
of  Agues,  remittent  fevers  and  periodical  head-aches 
by  Dr.  Fowler  of  Stafford. — Vide  Med.  Comment.  Edin. 
1786.  page  326. 
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by  difiedtion.  Therefore  wc  muft  wait  for  far¬ 
ther  experience  in  the  powers  of  arfenic,  before 
we  place  it  in  the  clafs  of  diuretics  ;  and  if  it 
ihould  merit  to  rank  there,  it  may  furely  be 
adminifiered  with  more  certainty  internally 
than  by  external  abforption. 

I  will  now  fuggcif  a  few  obfervations  on  the 
other  metals,  which  will  be  applicable  to  the 
whole,  and,  (hew,  farther,  the  imperfection  of 
of  external  alteratives — I  have  ufed  fix  drachms 
of  calomel  in  one  week  to  the  leg  of  a  woman 
that  had  an  obftinate  herpetic  eruption ;  but 
it  did  not  affedt  her  mouth.  She  was  at  laft 
cured  by  the  ceratum  citrinum  afiiduoully 
employed ;  but,  though  this  was  a  mercurial, 
it  fihewed  no  general  adtion. — I  have  feen  cor- 
rofive  fublimate  in  the  proportion  of  half  a 
dram  to  eight  ounces  of  diftilled  water  as  a 
lotion  for  the  itch,  and  this  continued  for  feve- 
ral  days,  without  dilplaying  more  than  a  local 
effedt — no  naufea,  diarrhea,  pcrfpiration,  or 
ptyalifm,*  Neither  can  I  certify  any  general  ac- 

*  I  have  met  lately  with  an  exception  to  this,  a  man 
having  a  flight  falivation  brought  on  by  only  three  times 
ufing  a  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  ;  but  this  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  not  happen  once  in  300  times. 
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tion  from  the  red  and  white  calces  of  mercu¬ 
ry,  locally  applied,  if  we  exclude  two  or 
three  inftances  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hunter.* 
But  thefe  were  on  ulcerated  furfaces,  which 
are  better  for  abforption  than  whole  ikin,  and 
yet  can  only  be  called  exceptions  to  general 
rules. 

Preparations  of  lead  ftand  upon  the  fame 
ground ;  for  I  pofitively  declare  that  in  the 
numberlefs  inftances  where  I  have  witnefled 
its  application,  I  have  net  met  with  one  that 
has  fuffered  from  its  ufe.  I  have  known  the 
Extradtum  Saturni  applied  undiluted  to  a 
circular  furface  of  two  inches  diameter,  for 
more  than  three  weeks  twice  a  day,  without 
affedting  the  health. 

Therefore,  thefe  things  evince,  in  the 
cleared:  manner,  that  the  inftances  of  effedls 
from  external  remedies  upon  the  blood-veffels 
and  nerves,  are  fo  few,  compared  with  their 
innumerable  inefficacies,  that  I  have  no  feru- 
ple  of  doubt  in  my  mind,  they  can  never  be 
employed  as  ufeful  alteratives,  or  adt  fpecifi- 
cally  upon  anyone  fecretion.  It  muft  be  not- 

*  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  page  336. 
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cd,  however,  that  I  exclude  mercury  in  its 
metallic  date,  llightly  changed  by  extreme 
divifion,  which  can  be  employed  with  confi- 
derable  advantage  either  as  a  general  or  local 
power ;  but,  excepting  for  difeafes  of  the 
latter  clafs,  it  is  no  way  preferable  to  its  che¬ 
mical  preparation,  or  fufpenfion  in  gum  ara- 
bic  taken  by  the  mouth. 

Rotherhithe ,  July ,  28M,  1790. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  EXPERIMENTS. 

To  prove  more  decifively  the  inertnefs  of 
Emetic  Tartar  on  the  fydem  at  large  when 
externally  applied,  and  to  obviate  the  Objec¬ 
tions  which  might  be  adduced  urlder  the  idea  of 
idiofyncrafy,  guarding  the  conditutions  of  my- 
felf,  Mr.  Yeld,  Mr.  Dent  and  Kell,  I  have 
profecuted  my  experiments  on  five  other  fub- 

jedts,  viz.  Dodtor  J - ,  a  particular  friend — 

My  coufin  GaitfkeH’s  apprentice — Mr.  Smith, 
of  Egremont,  in  Cumberland — Mr.  Maddox’s 

gardener 
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gardener,  John  Thompfon — My  own  fervant, 
Daniel  Morris — and  a. Mr.  Curtis. 

Dodtor  J - ,  began  with  one  fcruple,  and 

encreafed  it  to  four — Mr.  Smith  with  the  fame 
dofe,  and  encreafed  it  proportionally ;  in  both 
it  produced  local  irritation,  but  no  general  ef¬ 
fect. — In  the  latter  inftance  Mr.  Smith  was  fo 
affedted  by  cutaneous  irritation,  that  it  confin¬ 
ed  him  to  his  bed  ;  and  the  fuppurating  pim¬ 
ples  were  fo  large,  as  to  require  to  be  punc¬ 
tured  and  dreffed. 

Mr.  Maddox’s  gardener  only  employed  two 
fcruples  as  the  largeft  dofe,  and  that  induced 
fo  plentiful  an  eruption,  that  he  would  not 
repeat  it — My  Servant  began  with  one  fcruple, 
and  encreafed  it  to  one  drachm,  with  no  other 
effedt  than  local  flimulus — Mr.  Curtis  carried 
the  dofe  gradually  from  one  fcruple  to  two 
drachms,  with  fimilar  effedt. 

Befides  the  fadts  I  have  here  defcribed,  my 
fervant  rubbed  the  next  night,  one  drachm  of 
Tartar  Emetic,,  into  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
with  a  little  water,  without  promoting  naufea, 
or  any  other  fymptom  of  its  adtion — The 
fame  was  made  trial  of  by  myfelf,  and  twice 
by  Mr.  Kell,  but  without  being  affedted  by  its 
power. — Alfo  to  be  more  certain  of  my  con- 

clufions. 
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fions,  I  went  through  the  difcipline  of  general 
fridions  with  Emetic  Tartar,  as  mentioned  in 
the  former  part  of  this  paper,  being  my  third 
attempt.  Mr.  Kell  and  Mr.  Dent  made  limi- 
lar  trials  on  themfelves  ;  but  the  latter  gentle¬ 
man  enlarged  the  dofc  to  two  drachms  and  two 
fcruples,  without  any  alteration  in  its  manner 
of  operating. 

Being  now  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that 
Emetic  Tartar  applied  to  the  integuments  is  in¬ 
capable  of  ading  upon  the  ftomach  and  in- 
tedines,  I  turned  my  attention  once  more  to 
the  other  medicine — Arfenical  Tartar. 

One  grain  of  this  powder  was  rubbed  into 
the  palm  of  my  hand  with  a  few  drops  of 
diddled  water  ;  but  it  produced  no  fenfible  ef- 
feds,  excepting  a  heat  upon  the  part — The 
next  night  I  tried  two  grains,  which  were 
equally  ineffectual. — Mr.  Kell  repeated  thefe 
experiments  upon  himfelf  with  a  fimilar  re- 
fult. — 

I  triturated  one  grain  with  an  ounce  of  fine 
fugar,  and  divided  into  16  equal  parts,  one  of 
which  was  taken  night  and  morning  by  a  wo¬ 
man  with  a  cancerous  bread:,  for  ten  days, 
without  finding  her  urine  encreafed,  but  a  mod 
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diftrelling  and  troublefome  naufea,  particularly 
after  the  morning  dofe. 

From  what  I  have  yet  feen  of  this  compo- 
tion,  or  any  other  that  is  arfenical,  whether 
internally  or  externally  applied,  I  know  of 
none  to  prove  it  diuretic. 


Some  of  the  Emetic  Tartar  for  thefe  expe¬ 
riments  was  obtained  of  Mr.  Stavely,  Druggift, 
Fenchurch-Street,  and  fome  from  Apotheca- 
ries-Hall. — They  both  feemed  very  good,  be¬ 
ing  ftrong  ftimulus  to  the  fkin,  and  when  taken 
internally  were  found  confiderably  aftivc. 
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Remarks  upGn  Peculiarities  in  the  Human  Syjlem 
apparently  arijing  from  Difeafe  before  Birth . 

By  Mr.  JAMES  LUCAS, 

One  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Leeds  Infirmary, 
Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Sur¬ 
geons  London,  and  of  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  medical 
Societies. 

Read  August,  i  6,  1790. 

% 

During  my  attendance  as  drefling  pupil 
at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  in  June  1765, 
an  unmarried  woman  aged  29  years  was  ad¬ 
mitted,  in  hope  of  obtaining  lome  relief  for  a 
Angularity  in  her  fex.  The  cafe  was  deferr¬ 
ed  by  a  Surgeon,  who  remarked,  that  after  be¬ 
ing  unable  to  difeover  any  fign  of  an  uterus, 
he  had  made  an  incilion,  near  two  inches  deep, 
in  the  vagina,  but  without  any  fatisfadlory 
effeft.  This  patient  was  nof  only  examined 
by  the  medical  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
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nofpital,but  alfo  by  many  eminent  accoucheurs. 
The  general  opinion  appeared  to  be  that  the 
uterus  was  not  wanting,  but  that  it  was  not 
in  its  ufual  fituation  ;  to  which  Mr.  Pott  ad¬ 
ded,  that  its  fize  muft  be  defeflive. — The 
mammas  were  in  no  refpedt  different,  except 
that  the  papillae  were  fomewhat  larger  than 
common.  The  clitoris  was  perfect. 

The  vagina  was  not  one  third  of  its  ufual 
length,  but  its  fundus  might  be  pufhed  a  little 
higher ;  yet  neither  by  that  paffage,  nor  by 
the  redtum  could  the  leaft  veftige  of  an  ute¬ 
rus  be  traced.  She  had  never  menftruated, 
nor  had  fhe  any  fymptoms  of  fuch  difcharge 
being  retained. — Pier  nofe  had  for  fome  years 
bled  frequently,  but  not  periodically ;  and 
when  that  evacuation  ceafed,  a  cutaneous  erup¬ 
tion  fpread  over  moil  parts  of  her  body. 

As  foon  as  fhe  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  formation  of  the  parts  being  fuch  as  not 
to  admit  of  being  altered,  fhe  feemed  to  regret 
that  her  fituation  had  been  divulged  :  and  ac- 
knowledged,  that  a  wifh  to  be  like  the  reft  of 
her  fex  had  produced  her  aftent  to  expofures, 
which  file  could  not  otherwife  have  fubmit- 
ted  to. 
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In  November  1780,  S.  M.  aged  44,  hav* 
ing  mentioned  to  a  phylician,  that  die  had 
never  menftruated,  and  that  die  apprehended 
this  uncommon  circumftance  was  owing  to 
fome  difference  in  her  make,  I  was  defircd  to 
inquire  into  the  caufe. —  i  he  external  parts  fo 
much  refembled  the  former  cafe  as  to  render 
a  particular  defcription  unneceffary.  Neither 
when  the  urinary  bladder  was  full  or  empty,  , 
by  any  examination  whatever  could  the  lead 
fign  of  an  uterus  be  perceived. — On  the  28th 
of  December  flic  died,  and  on  the  following 
day  leave  was  obtained  to  infpeCt  the  body. — 

From  the  difeafed  date  of  the  lungs,  it  was 
rather  a  matter  of  lurprife,  that  die  had  lived 
fo  long.  The  abdominal  vifeera  were  found: 
the  vefica  urinaria  and  reftum  of  their  ufual 
fize,  and  in  their  natural  fit  nation.  In  place 
of  the  uterus  was  a  cavity  lined  and  covered 
with  the  peritonaeum,  which  above  the  hol¬ 
low,  by  its  duplicature,  formed  the  ligamenta 
lata.  The  dimenfion  of  this  vacuity  was 
fufticient  to  have  contained  an  unimpregnated 
full  grown  uterus.  The  ligamenta  lata  were, 
by  numerous  and  ftrong  attachments,  connect¬ 
ed  not  only  with  the  fmaller  inteftines,  but  alio 
with  the  pfoas  mufclcs — Behind  the  fundus  of 
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the  Vefica  Urinaria,  and,  in  its  flaccid  ftate  at 
leaft,  a  little  above  it  was  a  fubftance  appa¬ 
rently  glandular,  about  the  fize  of  a  walnut, 
but  in  no  refpeCt  formed  like  an  Uterus,  fitu- 
ated  more  to  the  right  than  left  fide  of  the  ab¬ 
domen.  This  fubftance,  as  well  as  three 
imperforate  chords  connected  with  it,  were  in¬ 
cluded  within  the  duplicature  of  the  Perito¬ 
naeum,  Thefe  chords,  which  differed  in  thick- 
nefs,  were  chiefly  compofed  of  mufcular  fi¬ 
bres.  The  firft  was  about  the  thicknefs  of  a 
crow-quill,  and  about  two  inches  long ;  it 
defeended  from  the  center  of  this  fubftance  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  cavity  already  men¬ 
tioned,  but  at  its  lower  extremity  was  loofe, 
and  totally  unconnected. 

The  fecond  chord  was  nearly  thefame  thick¬ 
nefs  and  length,  and  attached  not  only  to  the 
glandular  fubftance,  but  alfo  to  a  Fallopian 
tube,  ovary,  and  round  ligament  on  the  right 
fide. 

The  third  chord  pafled  over  to  the  left  fide 
of  the  abdomen,  uniting,  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
the  left  uterine  appendages. 

Both  the  fecond  and  third  chords  afeendedin 
their  courfes,  but  on  the  left  much  more  than 
on  the  right  fide, 

Vol,  IV. 
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The  ovarium  upon  the  left  fide  was  not  in¬ 
cluded  within  the  ligamentum  latum,  but  from 
that  part  of  the  ligament  might  be  traced  a 
fmall  imperforate  chord,  with  which  an  ovary 
as  large  as  that  upon  the  right  fide  was  connedt- 
ed,  fituated  within  the  abdomen  dole  to  the 
>  inguen.  A  ftill  fmaller  chord  of  a  limilar  ftruc- 
ture  might  be  demonftrated,  palling  from  this, 
through  the  abdominal  aperture,  to  a  lefler 
ovary  of  a  flatted  form.  This  fmaller  ovary 
was  fo  fituated  as  that,  from  having  been  ac¬ 
companied  with  violent  complaints  in  the  bow¬ 
els,  it  had  been  twice  fufpe&ed  to  have  been 
a  ftrangulated  hernia. 

The  pofition  of  thefe  parts  was  much  higher 
than  natural ;  and  their  defeent  could  not  take 
place  from  the  ftrong  attachments  to  the  in- 
teftines  and  mufcles. — It  may  not  feem  im¬ 
probable  that  thefe  adhefions  were  what  pre¬ 
vented  the  glandular  fubftance  from  being 
formed  into  an  Uterus,  of  proper  fize  and 
fhape. 

Why  the  growth  of  the  appendages,  which 
were  not  far  fhort  of  a  natural  fize,  fhould 
have  been  equally  impeded,  feems  dubious, 
except  that  their  fituation  was  lels  confined. 
The  refemblance  of  the  external  parts  of  ge¬ 
nera  tioa 
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neration  in  tliefe  two  cafes  make  it  highly 
probable,  that  the  internal  would  not  have 
materially  differed. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Women  had  never  been 
married  ;  the  latter  had  lived  for  fome  years 
with  her  hufband,  and  had  alfo  cohabited 
with  another  man ;  from  both  of  whom  £he 
had  parted  under  circumflances  of  mutual 
diflatisfaCtion. 

This  defcription  would  have  been  much 
more  clear,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have 
tranfmitted  proper  drawings ;  but  there  being 
no  artifl  of  fufficient  ability  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  feveral  attempts  proved  ineffectual ;  and 
by  this  lofs  of  time  the  parts  became  too  much 
injured  to  admit  of  a  good  preparation  being 
made  of  them. 

The  foetus  before  birth  is  certainly  no  left 
capable  of  being  affeCted  by  inflammation  than 
the  infant  after  it. — Where  inflammation  takes 
place  inflammatory  exudation  will  frequently 
be  the  confequence. — From  hence  adhefions 
may  often  arife  of  force  fufficient  confiderably 
to  obftruCt  the  growth,  and  occafion  other 
very  material  alterations  in  the  fhape  of  the 
parts  fo  affeCted ;  producing  various  deformi¬ 
ties,  and  effentially  injuring  the  functions  of 
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whatever  organs  may  chance  to  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  its  aCtion  and  influence. 

The  divifion  in  the  hare-lip  ;  the  imper¬ 
forate  flate  of  pafiagcs  naturally  open ;  the 
union  of  parts  ufually  unconnected  may  feem 
to  have  arifen  from  prior  inflammatory  affec¬ 
tions  ;  as  alfo  the  defeent  of  the  tefticle  to 
have  been  prevented  by  the  operation  of  the 
fame  caufe. 

The  foetus  in  utero  is  alfo  liable  to  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  maladies  fome  of  which  have 
appeared  to  be  independent  of,  and  others  to 
have  been  communicated  from,  the  parents.  In 
one  in  fiance,  four  out  of  five  children  have 
been  born  with  hare-lips,  while  in  another 
only  one  out  of  thirteen  has  been  fubjeCt  to 
that  deformity  ;  the  mothers  could  aferibe  no 
caufe  for  luch  unfortunate  events,  and  thefe 
may  be  deemed  occurrences  truly  unfearch- 
able. 

A  woman,  whom  I  attended,  parted  with 
a  dead  Foetus,  the  arms  of  which  were  fo  uni¬ 
ted  with  the  body,  as  to  make  them  refemble 
the  wings  of  a  bird.  About  the  fame  time  I 
was  confulted  for  a  patient  whole  arm  had 
grown  to  his  fide,  by  negleCt  in  the  treatment 
of  a  burn,  when  he  was  a  child ;  and  the  arm 
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was  fo  much  emaciated  as  to  make  the  cafes  in 
many  refpeCts  fimilar.  A  child,  whofe  mo¬ 
ther  had  the  fmall-pox  within  five  weeks  of 
the  termination  of  pregnancy,  had  evident 
marks  of  having  palled  through  the  difeafe  in 
utero ;  whilfi:  another  infant,  whofe  parent 
had  the  fame  diforder  three  months  before  its 
birth,  was  afterwards  inoculated,  and  regular¬ 
ly  took  the  infection. 

A  child  was  born  with  eruptions  ever  the 
body,  and  particularly  about  the  anus ;  the 
malady  was  deemed  venereal,  by  two  experi¬ 
enced  practitioners,  and  proved  fatal ;  yet  the 
mother  did  not,  upon  the  ftrifteft  inquiry, 
appear  to  have  had  any  fymptoms  whatever  in¬ 
dicating  fuch  difeafe ;  but  the  father  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  had  contracted  that  com¬ 
plaint  near  a  year  before. 

Tumors  in  different  parts  of  the  body  ^ 
cataraCts ;  dropfy  -f*  in  the  head,  thorax,  and 
abdomen  have  been  formed  before  birth  j  and 
I  remember  to  have  delivered  a  woman,  who 
had  at  the  time  an  intermitting  fever  where 

-  See  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  VI. 
page,  250 
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the  child  had  feveral  regular  ague  fits  which 
commenced  upon  the  day  of  its  birth. 

An  infant  (hewed  no  figns  of  having  the 
hooping  cough,  although  its  mother  had  la¬ 
boured  under  that  difeafe  for  the  laft  four 
months,  and  at  the  time  of  her  parturition  two 
or  three  young  children  in  the  family  were  in 
the  fame  malady,  nor  could  any  precaution  be 
faid  to  be  taken,  except  that  the  mother  did 
not  give  fuck  to  the  child. 

The  excellence  of  divine  wifdom  is  not  per¬ 
haps  in  any  inftance  more  forcibly  difplayed, 
than  in  demonitrating,  that  although  various 
and  even  hereditary  complaints  may  happen 
previous  to  birth,  yet  it  is  not  within  the  fearch 
of  human  underltanding  to  prognofticate 
events,  the  knowledge  of  which  could  only 
tend  to  increafe  the  miferies  of  mankind,  if  not 
frequently  be  productive  of  more  unhappy 
confequences. 
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An  Account  of  a  dropfcal  Feet  us. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  GRIMSTONE,  Surgeon  at  Rippon 

COMMUNICATED 

By  Mr.  JAMES  LUCAS, 

Surgeon  at  Leeds. 

Read  August,  16,  1792. 

The  following  inftance  coinciding  with 
the  contents  of  your  paper  upon  difeafes  exift- 
ing  previous  to  birth ;  it  appears  to  me  not 
improper  to  be  given  as  an  appendix  to  your 
more  general  obfervations.  Mrs.  G.  B.  aged 
30,  having  nearly  compleated  the  ufual  term  of 
pregnancy,  was  delivered  on  the  1  oth  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1789  of  an  uncommon  fized  child 
the  features  of  which  were  almoft  totally  obli¬ 
terated  by  an  univerfal  anafarca.  It  appeared 
to  the  mother  very  lively  till  within  a  few 
weeks  of  delivery,  when  it  became  more  bur- 
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thenfome  than  (he  had  ever  experienced  with 
any  other,  which  was  the  only  reafon  Hie  could 
afllgn  for  fufpedting  it  to  be  dead.  Upon  in- 
pedting  the  internal  ftrudture  of  the  feetus  its 
abdomen  contained  a  quart  of  ferous  fluid,  the 
thorax  a  pint,  the  pericardium  more  than  an 
ounce,  and  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  two 
ounces.  The  vifeera  and  other  internal  parts 
were  in  a  found  flate.  The  woman  had  been 

1 

fubjedl  to  anafarcous  fwellings  of  the  legs  even 
before  marriage,  after  which  fhe  had  two  flout 
and  healthy  children.  About  five  weeks  pri¬ 
or  to  her  prelen t  delivery  fhe  was  fuddenly  feiz- 
cd  with  lo  violent  a  vomiting  that  fhe  thought 
lhe  had  broken  fomething  in  her  right  fide,  and 
during  the  remaining  part  of  geflation  fhe 
feldom  voided  mere  than  a  large  fpoonful  of 
urine  and  that  not  above  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  yet  was  not  fenfible  of  any  painful  intu- 
mefcence  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 

’J  he  only  reafon  fhe  could  give  for  the  fud-, 
den  and  fevere  vomiting,  was,  her  having  eaten 
fomewhat  more  than  ufual. 
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A  Chemojis ,  or  Tumour  of  the  Tunica  Conjunc¬ 
tiva  cured  by  Exci/ion. 

By  WILLIAM  BIRD,  Surgeon,  Chelmsford, 

COMMUNICATED  IN  A  LETTER  TO 

j.  C.  LETTSOM,  M.  D. 

Read  November  29,  1790. 

Robert  Finch  of  Gaily  wood  Common 
applied  to  me  with  a  difeafe  of  the  right  eye, 
which  had  been  of  five  years  continuance. 
The  patient  was  totally  deprived  of  the  fight 
of  that  eye,  and  fuffered  confiderable  pain  from 
inflammation  in  the  left  eye,  which  now  made 
him  very  uneafy  left  he  fhould  lofe  the  fight 
of  both.  The  difeafe  was  occafioned  by  a 
tumor  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  which 
had  its  bafis  fituated  on  the  tunica  conjunc¬ 
tiva  at  the  external  canthus,  extending  over 
the  cornea  to  the  punfta  lachrymalia,  and, 
projecting  between  the  palpebras,  kept  them 
open.  1  he  tumour  was  of  a  fpongy  texture, 

refembling 
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refembling  a  conglomerate  gland,  and  in  co¬ 
lour  fimilar  to  a  mulberry.  It  had  been  fca- 
rified  with  a  lancet  previous  to  my  feeing  it, 
and  from  that  time  iffued  a  ferous  difcharge 
mixed  with  blood.  The  patient  complained 
of  great  pain  in  both  eyes,  fliooting  through 
the  temples  to  the  back  part  of  his  head.  I 
was  of  opinion  that  he  could  receive  no  mate¬ 
rial  relief  except  from  the  removal  of  the  tu¬ 
mour. — I  therefore  differed  the  tumour  from 
its  bafis  to  the  pundta  lachrymalia  to  which 
it  adhered.  Scarcely  any  haemorrhage  enfued; 
but  I  perceived  a  little  opacity  in  the  cornea 
on  that  part  of  the  eye  oppolite  the  pupil. 
After  proper  evacuations,  he  was  directed  to 
make  frequent  ufe  of  cold  aqua  vegeto-mine- 
ralis  with  a  fmall  portion  of  aq.  vitriolic, 
camphor,  to  the  difeafed  parts.  The  pain  in 
his  head  and  inflammation  in  his  eyes,  gradually 
yielded  to  the  above  treatment  ^  the  opake 
fpot  in  the  cornea  became  tranfparent,  and  in 
the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  he  returned  to  his  work 
as  a  day  labourer,  having  perfectly  recovered 
his  fight. 

WILLIAM  BIRD. 

Chelmsford ,  Augujl  1790. 
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Hijlories  of  three  Cafes  of  Typhus ,  fuccefsfully 

treated . 

By  WILLIAM  HARRISON,  of  Rippon,  M.  D. 

And  C.  M.  S. 

Honorary  Member  of  the  Royal  Physical,  and 
Chirurgo-Medical  Societies,  Edinburgh. 

Read  December  26,  1790. 

Having  experienced  in  many  complaints, 
and  particularly  in  the  prefen t,  that  the  ftomach 
did  not  retain  a  quantity  of  medicine,  fufficient 
to  afford  hopes  of  a  favourable  termination  of 
the  difeafe,  and  being  induced  from  thence  to 
refled:,  whether  fome  application  might  not  be 
ufed  to  fave  the  lives  of  our  fellow  creatures,  in 
fuch  impending  danger;  it  occurred  to  me,  that 
a  fluid  ading  as  a  tonic  and  at  the  fame  time 
having  an  antifeptic  power,  would  be  the  befl: 
adapted  to  anfwer  the  expedation  of  the  prac¬ 
titioner.  With  a  view  to  this,  half  a  pint 
of  the  belt  vinegar  with  an  equal  part  of  the 
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coldeft  fpring  water  that  could  conveniently 
be  procured,  was  made  ule  of.  With  this 
mixture  the  whole  body  of  the  patient  was 
wafhed  every  day,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  complaint,  taking  away  the  moifturewith 
a  dry  towel.  The  vinegar  and  water  thus 
ufed  does  not  preclude  the  ufe  of  other  reme¬ 
dies,  in  this  or  any  other  complaint,  where  it 
may  be  thought  advifeable  to  wafli  the  patient. 
When  by  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  cales, 
it  is  obferved  how  fmall  a  quantity  of  any  me¬ 
dicine  was  ufed,  and  in  the  fecond  cafe  none, 
it  will  appear  evident  that  the  cures  could  not 
proceed  from  any  thing  but  the  wafh.  Befides 
adling  as  a  tonic  and  antifeptic  may  it  not  be 
beneficial  incleanfing  the  (kin  from  fordes,  dirt, 
and  Qther  extraneous  matter, beiides  promoting 
diaphorefis  ?  On  an  attentive  confideration  of 
the  fymptoms  which  take  place  in  the  jail  or 
hofpital  fever,  I  do  not  find  any  that  contraindi¬ 
cate  the  ufe  of  this  application.  Let  us  for  a 
moment  fuppofe,  that  wafhing  thefkin  was  as 
common  in  the  jail  fever,  as  the  ufe  of  the 
cortex,  wine,  &c.  fee.  in  that  diforder,  would 
it  not  be  natural  to  determine,  what  its  effects 
would  be  on  the  plague  itlelf,  the  fymptoms  in 

each 
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each  being  fomewhat  fimilar  ?  They  both  ori¬ 
ginate  from  putrid  effluvia;  thepulfe  weak  and 
flow,  great  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  lofs  of  appetite, 
weaknefs,  putrefcency  in  the  circulating  mafs, 
petechial  and  various  coloured  lpots,  fwelling 
of  the  glands,  haemorrhages  from  different 
parts  of  the  body,  &c.  I  have  mentioned  fome 
of  the  fymptoms  that  take  place,  both  in  the 
plague  and  jail  fever,  to  induce  practitioners 
who  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  plague, 
either  to  ufe  the  wafh,  or  what  might  be  more 
powerful,  to  immerfe  the  patient  frequently  in 
cold  vinegar.  It  has  been  the  defire  of  man¬ 
kind  for  centuries  part,  to  obviate  the  fatality 
of  this  dreadful  complaint,  and  the  exam¬ 
ple  fet  by  our  benevolent  countryman,*  whofe 
recent  death  the  friends  of  humanity  fo  much 
deplore,  and  his  endeavours  to  find  out  a  cure 
for  this  malady,  afford  me  fanguine  hope  that 
candid  trials  will  be  made. 

*  *  John  Howard  Efq. 
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CASE  I. 

Chriftopher  Slater,  of  RoaclifFe,  aged  eight 
years.  On  the  9th  of  Jane  laft  I  vifited  this 
patient,  and  found  him  labouring  under  the 
typhus ;  the  pul fefm all,  weak  and  frequent,  the 
mind  much  difturbed,  the  body  larger  than  when 
in  health,  and  hard  to  the  touch,  with  great 
probation  of  ftrength,  tongue  dry  and  black; 
the  faeces,  dark  coloured,  and  of  a  cadaverous 
fmell.  He  had  been  attacked  about  a  fort¬ 
night  before,  and  was  taking  3i  of  bark  three 
times  a  day  with  half  a  pint  of  port  wine  in  the 
four  and  twenty  hours.  Previous  to  this  patient 
being  affedted,  fix  in  the  fame  family  had  a 
fimilar  fever  and  the  virulence  was  fuch  as 
tooccafion  the  death  of  four.  Thcfe  fix  pa¬ 
tients  I  found  on  enquiry,  had  taken  liberally 
the  bark,  to  the  quantity  of  giii  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  with  a  free  ufe  of  wine.  My  pa¬ 
tient  took  3fs  morning  and  evening  in  a  glafs 
of  port,  and  I  diredted  him  to  be  walked  with 
cold  vinegar  and  water.  On  the  12th  he  was 
vifited  again :  appeared  a  little  better — the 
bark  and  wine  omitted.  From  this  time  he 


was 
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was  bathed,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  every  day,  as 
his  parents  obferved  him  much  livelier  on  the 
days  the  operation  was  performed.  On  the 
1 8  th  much  better,  ufed  a  little  exercife,  appe¬ 
tite  good.  24th  flrength  reftored,  without 
complaint.  • 

In  Mr.  Slater’s  family  previous  to  my  at¬ 
tendance,  the  walls  had  been  diligently  waffled 
with  quick-lime,  and  from  the  flrudure  of 
the  houfe,  a  current  of  freffl  air  paffed  through 
almoft  every  room,  this  was  judicioufly  intend¬ 
ed  to  corred  and  expel,  corrupted  effluvia,  &c. 
but  without  effed.  Thofe  in  the  family  which 
had  not  already  experienced  the  diforder,  con¬ 
tented  to  ufe  the  wafh  as  a  preventive,  and 
fortunately  experienced  its  good  effects,  as  no 
one  afterwards  fuffered  from  contagion. 


CASE  II. 

William  Mawfon,  aged  13  years.  This  pa¬ 
tient  had  all  the  fymptoms  which  have  already 
been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  cafe,  but 
with  greater  proftration  of  ftrength,  the  body 
was  alfo  much  covered  with  petechias,  and  upon 
the  arms,  thighs  and  legs,  they  were  of  a  large 

fize 
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fize,  nearly  as  big  as  peas,  and  of  a  livid  co-* 

lour.  He  had  with  thefe  fymptoms,  a  con- 

ftant  difeharge  of  blood  from  the  nofc  and 

gums,  the  latter  of  which  were  much  putrifi  - 

cd.  On  the  loth  of  June  he  had  by  the  di-> 

re&ion,  of  Mr.  Grimftone,  Junr.  Surgeon,  the 

pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  3fs  quater  in  die  cum  gtt.xx. 

Eiix.  Vitr.  in  wine  and  water.  On  the  12th 

cort.  Peruv.  Dij  4  quater  in  die.  I  vilited  this 

patient  on  the  1 6th  ;  his  appearance  indicated 

death,  the  bark  was  rejected  by  the  ftomach.  I 

% 

was  now  determined  to  depend  folely  on  the 
wafh,  which  was  directed  to  be  ufed  every  day. 
In  the  fpace  of  five  days,  the  petechial  vanifh- 
ed,  the  blood  ceafed  to  flow,  the  ftrength  in- 
creafed,  and  in  ten  days  from  its  firft  ufe,  my 
patient,  to  the  furprife  of  his  friends,  recovered 
his  ufual  health. 


CASE  III. 

Ann  Stubbs,  aged  30.  On  the  5th  of  Sep* 
tember  this  patient  was  attended  by  Mr.  Wal- 
bran,  Surgeon;  he  found  her  attacked  with  a 
fever,  deferibed  by  the  late  Dr.  Cullen,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Synochus.  He  admini- 

ftred 
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ftred  an  emetic,  and  ufed  antiphlogiflic  me¬ 
dicines.  On  the  9th  I  vifited  her  and  found 
the  fever  changing  into  a  pure  typhus,  but  at¬ 
tended  with  more  delirium,  than  is  generally 
obferved  in  this  fever.  A  petechial  eruption 
was  already  evident,  the  mouth  black  and  dry. 
She  took  decodt.  cort.  peruv.  •$}.  4ta  quaque 
hora,  and  ufed  the  wafh  every  day.  The  great 
benefit,  fhe  received  from  its  ufe  clearly  ap¬ 
peared,  by  changing  the  colour  of  the  petechias, 
to  a  florid  red  on  its  fir  ft  application,  which 
before  were  of  a  brownifti  colour.  By  continu¬ 
ing  the  treatment  already  mentioned  till  the 
17th  our  patient  found  herfelf  reftored  to 
health. 


Vol.  IV. 
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ARTICLE  X. 


An  Account  offome  Anomalous  Appearances  con¬ 
sequent  to  the  Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox. 

By  CHARLES  KITE, 

*  9 

Surgeon  or  Gravesend,  and  C.  M.  S. 
Read  January  3,  1791. 


Case  I. 

Miss  Cruden  and  Mifs  Henrietta  Cruden 
were  inoculated  on  the  19th  of  May  1787,  with 
frefh  matter  from  fome  children  who  were  faid 
bya  furgeonof  this  place  to  have  palled  through 
the  diforder  in  the  ufual  manner. 

2d.  day. — The  incifions  were  fomewhat 

inflamed. 

4th. — The  inflammation  increafed — it  was 
more  confidcrable  on  the  arm  of  the  eldeft,  and 
from  that  circumftance  I  ventured  to  fay  that 
flie  would  pafs  through  the  complaint  mildly. 
It  is  her  cafe  only  that  I  fhall  now  relate. 

5  th.— 
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5th. — Was  taken  il],  and  appeared  as  chil- 
dren  beginning  to  ficken  ufually  do :  the  arm 
had  that  kind  of  appearance  it  commonly  has* 
when  the  patient  firft  begins  to  complain. 

6th. — Had  a  very  reftlefs,  feverifh  night — - 
but  grew  much  better  when  taken  out  into 
the  air. 

7th. — Paffed  an  eafier  night  than  the  laft, 
though  but  a  very  indifferent  one.  The  in- 
cifion  on  the  arm  had  about  one  large  drop  of 
matter  upon  it,  which  was  accidentally  rubbed 
off  as  I  was  preparing  to  take  fome  on  the 
points  of  my  lancets.  There  were  two  or 
three  fpots  out,  which  appeared  to  the  friends 
to  be  variolous  eruptions ;  but  they  never  fup- 
purated. 

8  th. — She  appeared  quite  well — -the  arm 
fcabbed  over— and  I  did  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
fhe  was  perfectly  fecure  from  any  future  in¬ 
convenience  from  the  fmall-pox. 

In  delivering  this  opinion,  I  thought  myfelf 
warranted  not  only  from  my  own  experience, 
(never  having  been  able  to  communicate  the 
fmall-pox  to  any  patient  whofe  arms  had  in¬ 
flamed,  and  who  had  even  a  much  lefs  degree 
of  fever,)  but  likewife  from  the  obfervation  of 
Baron  Dimfdale,  who  has  related  feveral  cafes 

I  2  where 
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where  the  difeafe  happened  very  fuddenly  after 
the  infection,  and  where  no  eruptions  have  ap¬ 
peared,  or  if  any  have,  they  have  not  looked 
like  true  pocks,  nor  maturated  like  them.  He 
fays,  “  I  have  feen  fome  cafes  wherein  the 
diieale  has  happened  fo  fuddenly  after  infec¬ 
tion,  that  the  whole  affair  has  been  terminated, 
purges  taken,  and  the  patient  returned  home 
perfectly  well  in  a  week’s  time,  before  others 
inoculated  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  fame  pa¬ 
tient,  and  under  the  fame  circumftances,  have 
begun  to  complain.5’  P.  47.  “  No  erup¬ 

tion  appears  at  the  time  it  may  be  expected, 
but  the  arm  gets  well  very  foon,  and  the  dif¬ 
eafe  is  at  an  end.  There  have  however  been 
fome  examples  where  a  few  eruptions  have  ap¬ 
peared,  and  probably  in  confequence  of  the  in¬ 
oculation  ;  yet  the  puftules  have  not  looked 
like  the  true  pocks,  nor  maturated  like  them, 
nor  lalted  longer  than  three  days,  about  which 
time,  they  for  the  moft  part  died  away.”  P.  49. 
“  When  fubjedts  of  this  fort  firft  occurred  in 
my  practice,  I  was  in  doubt  whether  they 
were  quite  fecure  from  any  future  attacks  of 
the  difleinper ;  and  in  order  to  try  w'hether 
they  were  fo  or  not,  I  inoculated  them  a 
fecond  time,  and  caufed  them  to  affociate 

with 
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with  perfons  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and 
to  try  all  other  means  of  catching  the  infec¬ 
tion  ;  and  this  method  has  been  pradtifed  with 
the  generality  of  fuch  patients  ever  fince ; 
yet  without  a  Jingle  inftance  of  its  producing  any 
diforder ;  fo  that  I  now  make  no  fcruple  of 
pronouncing  them  perfedlly  fafe . 

Having  mentioned  thefe  circumfbances,  I 
now  proceed  to  relate  the  fequel  of  the  cafe. 

I  was  fo  thoroughly  fatisfied  that  this  young 
lady  had  the  difeafe,  that  I  did  not  inoculate 
her  again,  till  repeatedly  urged  to  it  by  fome 
of  the  family — but  to  fatisfy  them,  I  inoculat¬ 
ed  her  again  on  the  2d  of  June,  14  days  from 
the  time  of  the  firlt  inoculation,  when  the  in- 
cifions  were  quite  well.  She  was  now  inocu¬ 
lated  from  a  lad  under  the  eruptive  fever. 

2d  day  after  the  fecond  inoculation — the  in- 
cifions  were  fomewhat  inflamed,  and  had  the 
fame  appearance  as  after  the  firfl  inoculation. 
The  inflammation  encreafed  very  little  for  eight 
or  ten  days. 

17th. — She  became  fick  and  feverifh,  and 
appeared  to  be  afiedted  in  exadtly  the  fame  way 
as  with  the  preceding  inoculation. 

19th  or  20th.— Very  fall  of  a  rafh  and  a  few 
fmall-pox  among  them,  but  fhe  was  as  well  as 

I  c3  thofe 
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thofe  ufually  are,  who  pafs  through  the  dif* * 
eafe  mildly. 

The  rafli  gradually  died  away  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  there  were  72  puftules  which 
maturated  properly,  and  turned  on  the  feventh 
day  : — they  were  mod  evidently  variolous.* 

The  younger  filter  palled  through  the  com¬ 
plaint  from  the  fir  ft  inoculation  in  the  fame 
flight  manner  without  any  eruptions  fucceed- 
ing  the  fever — Ihe  was  therefore  inoculated  a 
fecond  time,  but  without  effect:  and  has  fince 
been  repeatedly  expofed  among  thofe  who  have 
had  the  fmall-pox  without  the  leaft  inconve¬ 
nience. 


Several  inftances  are  recorded  of  anomalous 
appearances  attending  the  inoculation  for  the 
fmall-pox  : — The  cafe  juft  related  refembles 


*  On  Account  of  the  peculiarity  of  this  cafe,  and  to 
prevent  any  difpute  about  it,  I  was  defirous  that  it  might 
be  feen  by  other  medical  gentlemen, — a  phyfician  of  Lon¬ 
don  who  was  at  that  time  vifiting  me,  accordingly  faw  her, 
and  immediately  pronounced  it  to  be  the  fmall-pox  ;  in¬ 
deed  it  was  fo  evident  there  was  no  pofiibiliiy  of  being 
miftaken. 


none 
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none  that  I  have  met  with  fo  much  as  that  of 
the  Du  chefs  of  Boufflers,  who  was  univerfally 
believed  to  have  had  the  difeafe  twice,  once  by 
inoculation,  and  again  by  infedlion  from  the 
natural  fmall-pox — indeed  Mr.  Gatti  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  inoculator  at  Paris  repeatedly  allured 
the  Duchefs  that  the  fmall-pox  had  taken  ef- 
fedt,  and  that  fhe  had  nothing  further  to  fear 
from  that  difeafe.' — And  it  is  natural  to  con¬ 
clude  that  he  was  particularly  attentive  to  the 
appearances  of  the  arm  in  a  patient  of  fuch 
rank  and  confequence: — But  notwithstanding, 
it  appears  to  me,  that  the  difeafe  of  my  patient 
was  more  diftindly  marked  than  the  difeafe  of 
M.  Gatti’s  patient — for  it  Should  leem  that  al¬ 
though  the  arms  of  both  fuppu rated  very  well, 
yet  that  the  fymptoms  of  fever  were  very  flight 
and  continued  only  a  few  hours  in  the  Duchefs 
— whereas  the  fever  was  pretty  Sharp  nearly 
three  days  on  my  patient,  and  during  that  time 
She  experienced  the  fame  relief  that  variolous 

patients  always  do,  on  expofure  to  the  air. 

'  / 

■  f 

CASES  II.  III.  and  IV. 

The  three  children  of  Mr.  Colyer  of  Dun- 
dale,  one  of  a  year  and  half,  another  of  three 

I  4  years 
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years,  and  the  other  of  four  years  old,  were  on 
the  tenth  of  February,  1790,  inoculated  by  me 
with  matter  from  a  woman,  on  the  fifteenth 
day  after  the  eruption  of  the  natural  fmall-pox, 
and  who  was  extremely  full  of  the  diftindt  fort. 

The  incifions  on  the  arms  inflamed  properly, 
and  on  the  feven th  or  eighth  day  they  began 
to  have  the  common  febrile  fymptoms  in  a  mo¬ 
derate  degree — fatisfied  that  they  bad  the  dif- 
eafe  ejjeciually  and  that  they  would  get  through 
it  fafely,  I  did  not,  as  they  lived  at  fome  dif- 
tance  in  the  country,  fee  them  any  more,  I  was 
informed,  however,  that  the  eldeft  and  the 
youngeft  had  a  few  eruptions,  and  the  other  a 
conliderable  number,  which  thofe  who  were  a- 
bout  the  children  faid  had  every  appearance  of 
true  variolous  puftulcs. 

About  one  month  from  the  time  of  the  ino¬ 
culation,  the  eldeft  of  the  children  became  very 
feverifh,  and  after  a  few  days  had  an  eruption 
of  puftules,  which  I  faw  the  feventh  day  of 
the  eruption,  and  found  to  be,  beyond  the  poft 
Ability  of  a  doubt,  the  fmall-pox — the  child 
was  very  full  of  the  diftindl  kind,  but  the  dif- 
eafe  terminated  favourably. 

Eight  days  from  the  attack  of  the  eldeft  one 

of 
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of  the  others  became  ill,  and  had  the  fmall- 
pox  alfo,  but  in  a  milder  degree. 

And  eight  days  from  the  attack  of  the  fe- 
cond,  the  third  was  affefted  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner — it  had  not  fo  many  as  either  of  the 
others,  but  they  were  moil  evidently  the  true 
fmall-pox. 

The  mother  informed  me,  that  fome  time 
after  the  eldeft  had  recovered  from  the  inocu¬ 
lation,  he  met  a  child  very  full  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  from  whom  fhe  fuppofes,  as  indeed  is 
moil  probable,  the  fecond  difeafe  was  caught. 

That  the  matter  with  which  thefe  children 
were  inoculated  was  really  the  true  variolous 
matter,  will  not  admit  of  the  fmallcft  doubt, 
for  independent  of  the  improbability  of  my 
miftaking  a  very  full  and  large  fpecies  of  the 
fmall-pox,  which  paffed  through  every  ftage 
in  the  mo  ft  diftindt  and  regular  manner,  for 
any  other  eruption, — -it  was  taken  from  a  wo¬ 
man  travelling  through  the  country,  but  who 
became  fo  very  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  continue 
her  journey,  and  from  this  individual  (for  there 
was  no  one  befide  herfelf  that  I  could  learn,  had 
it)  the  fmall-pox  was,  both  by  natural  and  ar¬ 
tificial  infection,  propagated  more  extenfively, 

than 
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than  I  ever  recoiled:  to  have  known  on  any 
former  occafion. 

That  the  inflammation  of  the  arms  made 
the  fame  progrefs,  and  Had  the  appearance  ino¬ 
culated  arms  ufually  have,  is  very  certain — but 
whether  it  was  really  the  variolous  inflamma¬ 
tion,  I  am  unable  to  determine,  as  I  did  not 
inoculate  any  one  from  them,  a  circumftance 
I  fhould  by  no  means  have  omitted,  if  I  had 
entertained  the  leafl:  doubt  of  the  fad. 

The  eruptive  fever  made  its  appearance  at 
the  ufual  time,  the  feventh  and  eighth  days ; 
it  continued  two  or  three  days,  and  then  the 
eruptions  made  their  appearance ;  what  were 
the  preciie  appearances  of  thofe  eruptions,  and 
whether  they  were  really  variolous,  I  cannot 
determine,  as  I  did  not  fee  them,  or  cauie  any 
one  to  be  inoculated  from  them. 

About  the  latter  end  of  September  all  thefe 
children  caught  the  chicken-pox;  (Varicella 
of  Dr.  Cullen ;)  after  a  flight  fever  of  two 
days,  watery  eruptions  made  their  appearance  ; 
thefe  continued  about  two  days,  never  more 
than  three,  then  lcabbed  over,  and  loon  be¬ 
came  well. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

J.  Wallis,  of  the  parithof  South-fleet,  three 
years  and  an  half  old,  was  inoculated  in  March 
1790 — arm  inflamed,  and  had  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance  as  many  other  children  that  were  inoculat¬ 
ed  at  the  fame  time.  He  fickened  rather  earlier 
than  the  other  children ;  the  fever  abated  on 
the  ninth  day;  and  three  or  four  puftules  made 
their  appearance,  which  were  confidered  by  every 
one  as  exactly  like  the  fmall-pox.  I  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  arm  looked  much  inflamed, 
and  that  it  contained  a  quantity  or  matter,  as 
it  ftained  the  linen  very  much. 

Exactly  feven  weeks  after  inoculation,  the 
natural  fmall  pox  appeared — I  law  the  child 
on  the  feventh  day  of  the  eruption,  at  which 
time  its  face  was  extremely  full  of  a  very  fine 
and  diftindt  fort. 

CASE  VI. 

Mary  Miller,  thirteen  years  old,  was  inocu¬ 
lated  at  the  fame  time — the  arm  rofe  very  well, 

but  was  more  inflamed,  and  contained  even  a 

larger 
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larger  quantity  of  matter  than  the  arm  of  the 
child  juft  mentioned  ;  fhe  was  not  obierved  to 
be  at  all  ill,  or  to  have  any  eruptions. 

Seven  weeks  from  the  inoculation  fhe  was 
fcized  with  a  fever,  and  in  two  or  three  days  a 
very  fine  fort  of  fmall-pox  came  out  upon  her, 
which  I  faw  fully  maturated  on  the  feventh 
day. 

The  arm  muft  have  been  very  much  inflam¬ 
ed  with  the  fir  ft  infe&ion,  for  when  I  faw  her 
eight  weeks  afterwards,  a  very  large  fcab,  equal 
in  fize  to  a  fhilling,  and  an  eighth  of  an  inch 
thick,  remained  upon  it,  notwithftanding  the 
fmall-pox  had  attained  their  heighth. 


CASE  VII. 

Elizabeth  Hart,  two  years  old,  was  inocu¬ 
lated  at  the  fame  time  the  other  children  were, 
— the  arm  inflamed  very  well  and  had  matter 
in  it, — flte  began  to  ficken  on  the  feventh  day, 
continued  ill  two  days,  then  grew  better,  and 
as  flie  grew  better,  feveral  eruptions  came  out, 

whicli  were  taken  to  be  the  fmall-pox. : _ fe- 

ven  weeks  afterwards,  however,  flic  was  taken 

with 
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with  the  natural  fmall-pox,  and  I  faw  her 
when  they  were  at  the  heighth. 

The  children  which  were  the  fubjeds  of 
the  laft  three  cafes  were,  with  a  great  many 
more  belonging  to  the  parifh  of  South-fleet, 
inoculatedat  the  fame  time. — They  were  inocu¬ 
lated  indifcriminately  with  the  reft,  fome  of 
whom  had  the  fmall-pox  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  fad. —  I  he  na~ 
tural  fmall-pox  has  fince  been  much,  and  in  a 
great  degree,  in  the  neighbourhood,  fo  that  al- 
moft  all  the  inoculated  children  were  conftant- 
ly  expofed  to  the  infedion,  and  mu  ft  inevitably 
have  caught  it,  if  they  had  not  alreacly  palled 
through  the  difeafe. 

It  is  clear  in  the  cafes  juft  related,  that  a 
difeafe  of  fome  kind  was  propagated  by  inocu¬ 
lation — the  incijions  inflamed  as  they  ufually  do  in 
the  real  fmall-pox — the  fever  commenced  at  the 
mofl  common  period — continued  the  fame  length  of 
time — and  terminated ,  (except  in  the  firft:  cafe) 
in  the  eruption  of  pufules,  hut  few  of  thefe  puf- 
tules  indeed,  as  I  underftood,  have  maturated 
completely,  but  every  one  knows  that  this  is 
frequently  the  cafe  in  the  real  fmall-pox  when 
the  eruptive  fymptoms  have  been  moderate. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  real  ftate  of  thefe  patients — 
and  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  draw  fuch  con- 
clufions  from  them,  as  he  may  think  they  will 
admit  of.  I  will  not  hazard  an  opinion  upon 
their  cafes — but  I  will  with  great  diffidence 
venture  to  a(k — whether  thcle  anomalous  cafes 
may  not  be  in  lome  meafure  explained  in  this 
manner? — That  the  firft  dileafes  were  not  the 
true  fmall-pox,  will  1  imagine  be  univerfally 
allowed,  as  all  the  patients  had  it  foine  time 
after  in  a  manner  fo  decilive  as  not  to  leave  the 
leaft  room  for  doubt :  and  I  do  not  believe 
there  ever  was  one  well  authenticated  inftance 
of  the  fmall  pox  occurring  twice  in  the  fame 
perfon — the  refemblance  however  between  the 
two  difeafes  is  fo  remarkably  ftriking,  that  it 
fhould  feem  to  point  out  there  was  fome  very 
intimate  connexion  between  them  : — fo  very 
clofe  indeed  they  appear  to  be  connedted, 
that  I  am  dilpofed  to  confider  the  firft  as  arif- 
ing  from  a  certain  degree  of  variolous  infedlion, 
but  which  infedtion  was  not  Efficiently  pow¬ 
erful  to  propagate  the  dileafe  fully  and  com¬ 
pletely. 

This  anomalous  complaint  then  appears  to 
depend  upon  a  certain  degree  of  feeblenefs  or 

impotency 
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impotency  in  the  infeding  matter,  which 
may  perhaps  be  thus  accounted  for. 

So  long  as  the  variolous  matter  continues 
unaltered  and  poffeiTes  its  common  properties, 
it  is  capable  of  producing  the  finall-pox,  when 
applied  to  a  body  that  has  not  previoufly  had 
the  difeafe — but  every  one  knows,  that  when 
variolous  matter  has  been  kept  a  length  of 
time,  particularly  if  it  has  not  been  thoroughly 
dried,  and  the  air  properly  excluded  from  it,  it 
entirely  lofes  its  property  of  propagating  the 
difeafe  : — the  lofs  of  this  property  as  I  take  it, 
is  owing  to  the  fpontaneous  fermentation 
which  the  matter  undergoes — if  it  proceed  to 
a  particular  degree,  its  nature  is  io  entirely  al¬ 
tered,  that  it  either  does  not  produce  any  effed 
whatever,  or  elfe  a  fimple  inflammation  on  the 
part  to  which  it  is  applied  :  but  it  appears  to 
me,  that  when  the  matter  is  juft  beginning  to 
change  its  quality ,  and  before  it  has  made  any 
material  progrefs,  that  it  is  then  capable  of 
producing  an  effed,  not  only  upon  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied,  but  upon  the  conftitution 
at  large  : — this  effed  will  not  be  exadly  the 
fame  as  that  produced  by  the  pure  matter,  be- 
caufe  its  nature  is  in  fome  meafure  altered, 
but  it  will  rtill  refemble  it  in  a  certain  degree, 

and 
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and  the  re  Semblance  will  be,  in  proportion  as  the 
matter  partakes  more  or  Ids  of  its  original  pro¬ 
perties  : — hence  it  may  be  conceived  that  the 
arm  fhould  inflame  at  the  ulual  time,  and  have 
the  ufual  appearances — that  it  fhould  be  ab- 
forbed,  and  produce  its  eftedt  on  the  habit  at 
the  common  period — that  the  fever  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  the  ufual  length  of  time,  and  terminate 
in  an  eruption  of  the  fkin  ; — but  that  this 
eruption  does  not  partake  fo  perfectly  of  the  va¬ 
riolous  property,  but  the  conftitution  will  un¬ 
dergo  another  and  more  perfedt  change,  upon 
the  application  of  a  more  perfedt  and  power¬ 
ful  caufe. 

It  ftill  remains  to  fhew  how  this  idea  may  be 
applied  to  the  cafes  under  our  consideration. 

With  refpedt  to  the  cafes  of  the  three  child¬ 
ren  related  in  Cafes  II.  III.  and  IV.  I  very 
well  remember  inoculating  them  with  matter 
taken  from  the  only  remaining  puftule  on  the 
body  of  a  woman,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  erup¬ 
tion,  when  Ihe  appeared  perfedtly  recovered, 
and  all  the  other  puflules  were  dried  away. — 
Under  thele  circumftances  it  is  natural  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  this  matter  was  iomewhat  altered 
in  its  properties,  and  confequently  liable  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  irregular  difeafe. 


As 
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As  to  the  others  I  could  not  obtain  fuffici- 
ently  correct  information  from  whence  the 
matter  was  procured  with  which  they  were 
inoculated. — I  will  therefore  only  obferve  that 
it  is  a  very  frequent  practice,  particularly  when 
many  are  to  be  inoculated,  and  in  the  country ; 
to  colled:  a  quantity  of  the  matter  upon  lint, 
to  inclofe  it  in  a  vial,  and  to  inoculate  from  this 
as  occalion  may  require : — in  a  certain  time  the 
matter  commences  its  fermentation — and  if 
any  is  ufed  at  the  precife  period  I  have  hinted 
at,  the  difeafe  in  queftion  may  then  be  pro¬ 
duced. 

It  may  perhaps  be  objeded  to  this,  that  va¬ 
riolous  matter  with  which  people  are  inocu¬ 
lated  rnuft  be  fo  frequently  in  a  ftate  of  fer¬ 
mentation,  that  the  difeafe  about  which  we 
have  been  treating,  muft,  if  it  depends  upon 
fuch  circumftance,  have  been  much  more  ge¬ 
neral  than  we  in  reality  have  reafon  to  believe 
it  has  been. — To  this  I  anfwer  it  is  at  one  pre¬ 
cife  period,  and  then  only,  that  I  confider  the 
matter  as  being  able  to  produce  fuch  effed,  and 
that  it  is  probable  it  may  be  in  this  ftate  only  a 
very  ftiort  time,  for  if  it  has  not  commenced 
its  fermentation,  it  will  produce  the  true  fmall- 
pox — and  if  that  procefs  has  advanced  the 
Vol.  IV.  K  fmalleft 
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fmalleft  degree  too  far,  it  will  not  then  produce 
any  conftitutional  effedt  whatever. 

Whether  this  idea  is  properly  founded,  it 
might  be  of  fome  confequence  to  determine — 
but  at  any  rate  we  may,  from  the  cafes  related, 
gain  one  piece  of  ufetul  and  important  infor¬ 
mation — never  to  employ  variolous  matter  ex¬ 
cept  when  it  is  perfectly  frelh;  and  not  to  be 
too  confident  that  the  patient  has  abfolutely 
had  the  fmall-pox,  unlefs  the  puftules  have 
palled  through  a  regular  maturation. 


The  following  cafe  has  occurred  fince  the 

former  were  written ; - as  fuch  do  not,  I 

believe  by  any  means  frequently  happen,  and 
as  it  is  an  additional  proof  of  the  neceflity  of 
attending  to  the  advice  juft  intimated,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  improper  to  relate  it  in  this 
place. 


CASE  VIII. 

% 

Mrs.  Childmaid’s  child,  14  months  old, 
was  inoculated  on  the  twenty-firft  of  Septem¬ 
ber, 
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ber,  from  a  bay  extremely  full  of  the  confluent 
fmall-pox,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  dileafe. 
The  child's  arm  inflamed  confiderably,  and  had 
exactly  the  fame  appearance  as  its  filler's,  who 
was  inoculated  at  the  fame  time,  from  the 
fame  boy,  and  who  fickened  on  the  ninth  day. 
This  infant  however,  notwithftanding  the  three 
incifions,  inflamed  to  the  extent  at  leaft  of  a  fil- 
ver  three-pence,  and  fuppurated  equally  as 
much  as  thofe  of  its  filler ;  had  no  eruptions, 
nor  was  any  feverilhnefs  perceived. 

From  the  general  event  of  rny  own- practice, 
as  well  as  the  authority  of  Baron  Dimfdale  and 
others,  more  particularly  explained  in  the  firft 
cafe  related  in  this  Memoir,  I  Ihould  have  con¬ 
cluded  this  child  was  perfectly  fecure  from 
any  future  infedion ;  but  the  event  of  that 
cafe  determined  me  to  inoculate  him  again ; 
this  was  accordingly  done  on  the  fifth  of  Odlo- 
ber  with  frefh  matter  from  the  brother  of  the 
boy,  I  before  inoculated  him  from,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  a  very  full  and  diftindl  fort. 

I  faw  him  on  the  eleventh  of  Odlober — the 
four  incifions  were  very  much  inflamed,  each  to 
the  extent  of  my  thumb  nail:  in  the  afternoon 
the  child  was  perceived  to  be  ill — he  became 
feverifh  and  paflfed  a  very  reftlefs  night. 

K  2  1 2th.— 
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1 2th. — continued  in  the  fame  ftatc  and  paff- 
ed  a  very  reftlefs  night. 

13th. — the  child  was  much  better:  a  few 
fmall  eruptions  perceivable.  The  incifions 
fcabbed  over,  but  confiderable  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  underneath. 

The  eruptions  to  the  amount  of  about  thir¬ 
ty  or  forty  gradually  increafed  in  fize,  and  on 
the  twentieth  began  to  be  incrufted  over  : — 
they  were  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt, 
the  true  fmall-pox. 

The  laft  fcab  from  the  firft  inoculation  was 
picked  off*,  at  the  time  the  eruptions  turned, 
that  is,  one  month  after  the  matter  was 
inferted. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XI.  f 
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jin  Injlance  of  a  fatal  Pulmonary  Corfumptiony 
without  any  evident  Hettic  Fever . 

» 

By  ANTHONY  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D.  F.R.S. 

And  C.  M.  S. 


4  Read  January  30,  1792. 

Master  D - ,  though  well  formed  at  his 

birth,  and  healthy  during  his  early  infancy,  af- 
tei  wards  contracted  a  confiderable  deformitv  of 
his  cheft,  the  right  fide  of  the  bofom  being 
greatly  deprefted,  while  the  left  became  very 
protuberant  3  a  valetudinary  ftate  of  health  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  increafed  with  his  years  attended 
with  cough,  difficult  refpiration,  expectoration 
of  vif cid  phlegm,  and  a  gradual  wafting  of  the 

flefh,  till  at  length  he  became  extremely  ema¬ 
ciated. 


He 
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He  bore  his  fufferings  with  wonderful  pati¬ 
ence  ;  his  manners  were  endearing,  and  his  un¬ 
demanding  far  beyond  his  years.  His  afflict¬ 
ed  parents  had  recourfe  to  every  aid  that  me¬ 
dical  fcience  could  fuggeft,  and  no  ex  pence 
was  fpared  that  change  of  air,  or  climate  could 
afford,  but  alas  in  vain  !  Having  ftruggled 
with  an  incurable  difeafe  till  the  1 1  th  year  of 
his  age,  a  fudden  increafe  of  the  fymptoms 
came  on,  the  countenance  affumed  a  cadaver¬ 
ous  hue,  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  dilated,  refpira- 
tion  extremely  laborious,  pulfe  low,  fluttering, 
and  depreffed,  extremities  ;  cold  but  the  fenfes 
remained  entire,  and  the  mind  collected  to  the 
laft,  when  death  interpofed,  and  afforded  a 
. happy  releafe  from  all  his  fufferings. 

Being  called  to  him  the  day  before  his  death, 
and  having  remarked  theabove  fymptoms,  I  was 
much  furprifed  to  hear  that  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  illnefs,  he  had  fliewn  no  evident 
figns  of  heCtic  fever;  no  night  fweats,  no  rigors, 
no  purulent  expectoration,  or  other  fymptom 
of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  except  thofe  above 
mentioned,  and  an  inability  of  lying  on  the  left 
fide.  Before  his  deceafe  indeed  a  tumor  had 
formed  on  the  left  lumbar  region  which  how¬ 
ever  did  not  fuppurate,  but  fuddenly  difap- 
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peared,  attended  with  internal  commotion,  and 
an  evident  increafe  of  the  fymptoms. 

The  peculiarities  which  I  have  juft  noticed 
in  the  above  cafe,  rendered  a  further  infpedtion 
of  the  body  after  death  extremely  defirable. 
This  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Phillot,  an  expert 
Surgeon,  this  day  opened  the  body  in  my  pre¬ 
fence,  when  the  following  phenomena  prefent- 
ed  themfelves  to  our  view. 

PHENOMENA  after  DEATH. 

December  l,  1791.  This  being  the  2d. 
day  after  the  death  of  the  deceafed,  the  exter¬ 
nal  mufcles  of  the  cheft  and  abdomen  were  be¬ 
come  extremely  livid,  and  the  odor  often  five  : 
on  opening  the  abdomen  there  gufhed  out  a 
great  quantity  of  yellow  foetid  ferum,  which 
deluged  the  whole  cavity,  a  great  fhare  of 
which  feemed  to  have  been  extravafated  after 
death.  The  omentum  (as  might  be  expect¬ 
ed)  was  nearly  obliterated.  The  liver,  though 
found,  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  adhered  in 
feveral  places  to  the  adjacent  ribs.  The  gall¬ 
bladder  appeared  turgid  with  yellow  bile.  The 
fpleen  fmall,  and  exhibited  at  its  lower  extre¬ 
mity 
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mity  a  round  tubercular  appendage  which 
Teemed  little  more  than  a  lufus  natural .  The 
reft  of  the  abdominal  contents  appeared  natu¬ 
ral.  On  opening  the  thorax  the  left  lobe  of  the 
lungs  feemed  tolerably  found,  but  the  whole 
right  lobe  was  totally  dejlroyed \  and  the  cavity 
completely  full  of  very  foetid  purulent  matter, 
without  even  a  vcjlige  of  pulmonary  fubjlance . 
The  adjacent  ribs  felt  fomewhat  rough,  and 
fcabrous  from  being  eroded,  by  the  vaft  quan¬ 
tity  of  corrupt  purulent  matter  that  had  fo  long 
ftagnated  in  the  cavity.  The  heart  as  well  as 
the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  being  defended  by 
their  proper  coats,  efcaped  corrofion,  and  were 
found  entire. 


REMARKS. 


From  this  fingular  cafe  may  we  not  draw 
the  following  conclufions. 

1  ft.  That  the  difeafe  was  a  genuine  con- 
fumption  of  the  lungs,  and  though  extremely 
flow  in  its  progrefs,  wras  neverthelefs  from  its 
fllent  depredation,  and  from  the  deformity  of 
the  cheft,  utterly  irremediable. 


2d. 
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2d.  That  an  entire  lobe  of  fo  important  an 
organ  as  the  lungs,  may  under  certain  circum- 
ilances  be  deftroyed,  and  yet  refpiration  while 
the  oppofite  lobe  remains  entire,  be  carried  on 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time — a  wife  pro- 
Vifion  in  the  human  frame,  and  a  ftriking  ex¬ 
ample  among  many  others  of  the  wifdom,  and 
benevolence  of  the  Divine  Architect  ! 

3d.  That  though  hedtic  fever,  with  night 
fweats,  &c.  is  held  to  be  an  inseparable  con-co - 
mi t ant  of  a  confumption  of  the  lungs,  yet  the 
prefen  t  cafe  affords  a  notable  inftance  of  the 
contrary. 

4th.  That  though  this  exception  to  the 
general  rule  is  the  only  one  that  has  fallen  un¬ 
der  my  own  obfervation,  it  is  perhaps  not  the 
only  one  that  has  occurred  in  practice;  for  if 
I  recolledt  right,  a  fimilar  inftance  is  recorded 
by  profeflbr  De  Haen*  which  in  conjimdtion 
with  the  prefent  cafe  ought  to  be  a  caution  to 
pradlitioners  not  to  pronounce  (as  fome  men 
of  eminence  in  the  prefent  inftance  had  done 
too  haftily)  that  there  can  be  no  true  confump¬ 
tion  of  the  lungs  without  hedtic  fever* 

*  Sec  Ratio  Medendi. 


Vol.  IV. 
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5th,  That  purulent  matter  may  for  a  long 
time  be  gradually  accumulated  in  the  cheft 
without  being  expectorated,  or  abforbed ;  for 
had  it  been  confiderably  diminifhed  by  either 
of  thefe  operations,  the  cavity  would  not  have 
been  found  quite  full,  as  we  dilcovered  in  the 
above  cafe. 

6th.  That  the  great  accumulation  was 
evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  expectoration, 
and  of  abforption;  and  that  the  want  of  expec¬ 
toration,  arofe  from  the  deflrudtion  of  that 
lobe  of  the  lungs  where  the  matter  was  depo- 
fited,  for  the  found  lobe  contained  no  purulent 
matter  to  be  expectorated,  nor  could  abforption 

0 

take  place  where  the  organ  with  all  its  lym¬ 
phatic  veflels  were  deftroyed. 

7th.  That  the  matter  being  flowly  formed, 

0> 

and  gradually  increafed,  (as  it  undoubtedly  had 
been  from  a  remote  period,)  nature  became  at 
length  habituated  to  the  prcffure,  and  being 
thus  by  degrees  accuftomed  to  the  load,  no 
heCtic  fever  was  kindled  up  in  the  fyflem,  as 
it  always  is  in  more  inflammatory  heCtic 
cafes,  and  where  the  progrefs  is  more  rapid. 

8th.  That  as  purulent  matter  like  other 
fluids  gravitates  to  the  moft  depending  part, 
and  varies  according  to  ti.e  pofition  of  the 

body 
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body,  it  is  eafy  to  explain  why  inftindt  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  the  molt  favorable  pofture,  obliging 
him  conftantly  to  turn  to  his  right  fide,  by 
which  means  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  the 
only  part  of  the  organ  by  which  refpiration 
could  now  be  carried  on,  (however  imperfect¬ 
ly,)  was  left  more  at  liberty  to  perform  its 
functions. 

A.  FOTHERGILL. 

Bath  Jan.  22 d.  1792. 


ARTICLE 


N.  B.  The  Second  Part  of  the  Memoirs  is  now  in  the 
Prefs,  containing  the  following  Papers, 

On  the  Croup,  by  Mr.  Field. 

On  a  fatal  Ilchuria,  by  Dr.  Senter* 

On  a  fecond  Eruption  of  the  Small-pox,  by  Dr.  Withers* 
On  the  Anguftura  Bark,  by  Dr.  Lcttfom. 

On  a  double  Uterus,  by  Mr.  Pole. 

On  Petechia:  without  Fever,  by  Dr.  Garnett. 

On  the  Schirrho-contra6lcd  Rc6lum,  by  Dr.  White. 


ERRATA 

In  Mr.  Kite’s  Paper  on  the  Submcrfion  of  Animals, 
Vol.  III.  MEDICAL  MEMOIRS. 

Page  219.  Note  line  3  —  for  *  and  particularly  in  the  aft  of  drowning’ — 
read  ‘  and  I  fhall  particularly  (hew  that  thofc  in  the  aft  of 
drowning.’ 

Page  221.  Line  5 — for  ‘  But  in  every  Bate  of  the  lungs  the  two  circum- 
ftanccs  mull  be  equal  and  reciprocal:  that  the  chemical  and 
mechanical  a6tion  may  continue  together* — read  *  in  Ihort  in 
every  Hate  of  the  lungs  the  two  circumllanccs  mud  be  equal 
and  reciprocal,  the  chemical  and  mechanical  aftion  will  g# 
hand  in  hand.’ 

Page  236.  Line  3 — for  «  chylopoiftie’ — read  *  chylopoftie.* 

Page  251.  Line  7 — for  ‘hid’ — read  ‘tied.’ 

Page  273.  Line  4 — after  ‘  fenus  and  auricle’ — add  *  it  is  thrown  into  the 
left  ventricle,  &c.’ 

Page  274.  Laft  line  but  two — omit  the  word  *  (living)’— it  is  not  in 
the  quotation. 
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ARTICLE  XII, 


Hijlory  of  a  Cafe  of  Croup  terminating  fatally , 
with  a  Dijfedlion  and  incidental  Remarks . 


By  HENRY  FIELD,  APOTHECARY,  F.  M.  S- 


Read  August  28,  1792* 

Jane  P - ,  aged  three  years,  a  flout 

healthy  child,  had  appeared  for  feveral  days 
drooping,  previous  to  Thurfday  23d  of  Auguft 
1792,  when  her  throat  was  difcovered  to  be 
fomewhat  fore,  accompanied  with  a  quick 
pulfe  and  fome  degree  of  heat  j  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  in  addition  to  thefe  fymptoms, 
her  breathing  became  difficult,  which  increas¬ 
ing  much  through  the  day,  in  the  evening  I 
was  fent  for.  I  found  her  labouring  under  a 
confiderable  degree  of  fever,  with  wheezing 
and  difficult  refpiration,  founding  at  times 
fomewhat  flridulous,  the  fauces  red  and  in- 
Vo  l.  IV.  M  flamed 
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flamed,  thetonfils  much  enlarged,  and  covered 
each  with  a  mucous  membrane-like  appearance 
about  the  lize  of  a  fixpence,  but  with  fcarcely 
any  obflru<ftion  in  fwallowing,  a  cough  fre¬ 
quent  and  founding  peculiarly  fhrillra  tremul¬ 
ous  or  convulfive  motion  being  obiervable  in 
the  mufcles  fituate  between  the  chin  and  os 
hyoides. 

From  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  I  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  diforder 
was  an  incipient  Croup,  and  that  the  danger 
was  therefore  both  ferious  and  imminent.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  I  requefted  a  confulta- 
tion,  and  Dr.  Auftin,  (whole  ability  and  pro- 
feffional  knowledge  are  only  equalled  by  his 
afliduity  and  attention,)  was  immediately  called 
in  ;  his  opinion  correlponded  intirely  with  my 
own.  The  mode  of  treatment  adopted  was 
ftrictlv  antiphlogiftic,  fix  leeches  were  affixed 
to  that  part  of  the  throat  nearefl:  the  glottis* 
two  bliflers  were  applied  under  the  ears,  and  a 
medicine  containing  infus.  feunas  3vj.  et  vin. 
antirn.  tartariz.  gt.  xx.  was  dire  (fled  to  be 
given  immediately  and  frequently  repeated  un¬ 
til  flools  were  obtained,  the  body  having  been 
previoufly  coflive.  Barley-water  with  Ample 
diluting  drink  were  recommended. 


Saturday 
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Saturday,  25th  of  Auguft.  That  alarming 
and  rapid  increafe  of  fymptoms,  which  ufually 
characterizes  this  difeafe*  appeared  clearly  to  be 
arrefted*  the  breathing  was  evidently  relieved 
foon  after  the  application  of  the  leeches,  the 
wounds  of  which  had  difcharged  a  confidera- 
ble  quantity  of  blood*  feveral  ftools  have  been 
procured*  the  refpiration  was  more  free,  the 
tongue  pretty  clean*  cough  fomewhat  loofer* 
and  the  fymptoms  in  general  better,  a  faline 
mixture  containing  vin.antim.  tartariz.  gt.  xx. 
was  directed  to  be  taken  every  four  hours*  a 
large  blifter  applied  to  the  fternum,  and  ten  or 
twelve  drops  of  acet.  fcillae.  to  be  given  be¬ 
tween  each  antimonial  medicine. 

Sunday  morning  26th  of  Auguft.  No  ma¬ 
terial  alteration  had  taken  place  ftnce  yefterday 
morning,  the  medicines  have  been  regularly 
given  without  however  producing  vomiting, 
which  action  appears  in  this  child  to  be  excit¬ 
ed  with  difficulty,  ffie  feemed  chearful*  diipof- 
ed  to  play  in  bed,  coughed  frequently  but 
fomewhat  loofer,  fome  expectoration  appeared 
to  be  coming  on,  the  degree  of  fever  remained 
about  the  fame  as  the  former  days,  pulie  120, 
the  tongue  moift,  (kin  temperate*  and  the  dii- 
eafe  upon  the  whole  more  favourable.  She 

M  2  was 
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was  directed  to  purfue  the  fame  courfe  of  diet 
and  medicine  with  an  increafe  of  five  drops  of 
antimonial  wine  to  each  draught,  and  the  blif- 
ters  under  the  ears  to  be  kept  difeharging  by 
an  additional  application  of  cantharides. 

Monday  morning  27th  of  AugufL  Aeon- 
fiderable  expectoration  had  taken  place, .  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  of  a  tough  membranous  fub- 
ftance,  divided  into  feveral  pieces,  fome  of 
which  were  thick  and  opake,  others  of  them, 
thin  and  diaphanous,  to  which  adhered  feveral 
firm  hydatids,  hanging  loofe  from  the  mem¬ 
branes,  but  yet  fo  ftrongly  tied  to  them  as  not 
to  be  eafily  feparated  by  fhaking  the  phial  in 
which  they  were  contained,  or  preffing  them 
by  a  probe.  Her  breathing  was  evidently  much 
relieved,  the  fever  nearly  the  fame,  the  tongue 
continuing  moift.  Having  had  no  ftool  for  two 
days  fhe  was  directed  to  take  infus.  fennae.  siij 
in  each  of  the  before  mentioned  draughts,  un¬ 
til  two  or  three  deje<Ttions  were  procured,  after 
which  the  regimen  and  medicine  before  pre- 
feribed  were  to  be  purfued,  with  the  addition 
of  oranges  and  ripe  fruit. 

Tuelday  morning  28th  of  Auguft.  The 
child  was  this  morning  worfe,  the  expec¬ 
toration  ceafed  iincc  yefterday  afternoon,  not¬ 
withstanding 
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withftanding  the  cough  had  been  frequent  and 
fevere,  refpiration  has  been  more  laborious, 
with  confidcrable  wheezing  and  fome  found, 
pulfe  about  130  and  low,  has  paifed  a  reftlefs 
night,  upon  examining  the  throat,  the  tonfils 
•itill  appeared  inflamed  and  fwelled,  with  a 
pretty  large  Hough  on  each  of  them,  the  tongue 
moift  and  tolerably  clean,  the  belly  now  fuffi- 
ciently  foluble,  a  few  drops  of  blood  have  been 
repeatedly  difcharged  from  the  nofe,  fhe  conti¬ 
nued  to  fwallow  without  any  apparent  diffi¬ 
culty. 

The  dyfpnasa  being  fb  much  relieved  by  the 
former  bleeding,  it  was  determined  to  apply  two 
more  leeches  to  the  part,  to  increafe  as  much 
poffible  the  difcharge  from  the  blifters,  to  ad- 
minifter  vin.  antirn.  tart,  gt:  xx.  cum  oxy- 
mellis  fcillae  Bj  at  one  dofe,  with  a  full  inten¬ 
tion  of  exciting  at  lead:  naufea,  if  not  vo¬ 
miting. 

Tuefday  evening.  The  diforder  appeared 
to  be  rapidly  increafing,  the  emetic  had  operat¬ 
ed  twice,  the  leeches  had  difcharged  properly, 
but  without  any  alleviation  of  fymptoms,  and 
not  the  leaf!  return  of  expectoration,  the  cough 
has  been  unufually  frequent  and  troublefome, 
pulfe  quick  and  languid,  the  difficulty  in 

M  3  breathing 
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breathing  very  much  increafcd,  fo  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  inability  of  laying  in  bed,  the  child  was 
then  conftantly  in  lap,  and  perpetually  defiring 
to  be  carried  about  the  room,  her  exertions  to 
refpire  were  very  great,  and  made  with  an  appa¬ 
rent  attention  and  judgment,  not  to  be  expected 
at  fo  tender  an  age,  the  convullive  motion  be¬ 
neath  the  chin,  noticed  in  the  early  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  was  now  much  increafcd,  her  counte¬ 
nance  pale  and  contradted,  and  there  was  every 
appearance  of  approaching  diffolution. 

The  cough  being  extremely  violent  and  ir¬ 
ritating,  it  was  judged  advifcable  to  moderate 
it,  without  effecting  its  intire  ceflation,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medicine  was  therefore  preferibed, 

R.  Vini.  ipecacoan,  gt.  xxx, 

Tindt.  opii,  gt.  v. 

Spt.  aetheris  vitriol,  comp.  gt.  xf 
Ladtis  ammoniaci  5  ij  . 

Mifturac  falinofae  3fs.  frf  Ilauftus  quam- 

primum  exhibendus. 

The  account  received  from  the  attendants 
after  this  was,  that  the  above  mentioned 
draught  was  adminiftered  about  one  in  the 
morning,  the  cough  became  quieter  foon  after, 

but 
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but  that  no  deep  was  procured,  the  difficul¬ 
ty  in  breathing  gradually  increafed,  with  con- 
liderable  noife,  ffie  continued  fenfible  until  her 
death,  which  happened  about  live  in  the 
morning  of  Wednefday  the  29th  of  Auguft. 

APPEARANCES  on  DISSECTION. 

About  24  hours  after  death,  the  contents  of 
the  thorax  were  expofed  to  view.  The  vifcera 
of  that  cavity  had  no  unufual  appearance,  but 
were  in  every  refpedt  found  and  healthy  ;  on 
cutting  open  the  trachea,  the  following  cir- 
cumftances  were  remarked ;  viz.  flight  in¬ 
flammation  through  its  whole  internal  furface 
extending  into  the  bronchia ;  the  epiglottis 
and  glottis  were  completely  covered  with  a 
thick  white  opake  membranous  cruft,  adher¬ 
ing  firmly  to  thofe  parts  fo  as  to  be  feparated 
with  difficulty  by  a  probe,  and  extending  about 
an  inch  downwards  in  the  trachea,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  which  was  free  from  it,  but  in¬ 
flamed  as  before  obferved  j  in  the  bronchia 
was  lodged  a  lmall  quantity  of  mucus,  appar¬ 
ently  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  of  which  the 
membranous  cruft  was  formed,  but  thinner, 

M  4  and 
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and  not  yet  infpifTated,  There  were  no  hyda¬ 
tids,  but  the  cruft  was  in  every  refpeCt  fimilar 
to  that  which  had  been  expectorated  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  whole  furface  of 
the  trachea  exhibited  no  marks  of  fuppura- 
tion  or  ulceration. 

REMARKS. 


The  difeafe,  which  has  been  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  preceding  hiftory,  is  but  of  modern  date, 
or  at  leaft  has  not  been  noticed  by  medical 
praditioners  as  a  diftinCt  diforder  more  than 
thirty  years.  Being  a  malady  much  more  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  northern  than  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  this  ifland,  it  firft  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  Scotch  Phylicians,  it  was  in  Scotland 
that  it  acquired  its  name  of  the  Croup,  and  to 
Dr.  Home  we  are  indebted  for  the  firft  diftinCt 
dcfcription  of  it.  It  is  a  difeafe  by  no  means 
unknown  to  the  Medical  practitioners  of  this 
city,  although  its  appearance  is  not  frequent. 
A  phyfician  of  confiderable  eminence  allured 
me,  that  in  twenty-five  years  practice  he  had 
met  with  but  four  or  five  inftances  of  it ;  Ano¬ 
ther  phyfician  of  extenfive  reputation  has  feen 

about 
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about  ten  cafes  of  this  kind  in  nearly  the  fame 
fpaceof  time,  about  one  half  of  which  proved 
fatal.  Five  inftances  of  the  Croup  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  myfelf,  three  of  which  proved  fatal. 
Of  one  of  thefe  cafes,  the  above  is  a  detail,  it  is 
feledted  as  forming  a  more  complete  account 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  than  any  that 
has  happened  within  the  fphere  of  my  ohfer- 
vation,  the  minutenefs  of  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  not  appear  unneceffary  nor  tedious,  when 
the  importance  of  the  fubjedt  is  confidered,  and 
the  few  hiftories  of  the  kind  which  are  to  be 
found  in  medical  records. 

Dr.  Cullen,  in  his  “  Synopfis  Nofologiae/’ 
has  claffed  this  difeafe  under  the  genus  Cy- 
nanche,  and  has  given  it  the  appellation  of 
Cynanche  Trachealis,  his  deferiptions  of  it, 
both  in  that  work,  and  in  his  “  Firft  lines  of 
the  Praftife  of  Phyfic,55  are  delineated  with  his 
ufual  accuracy.  Several  other  medical  wri¬ 
ters  have  noticed  this  difeafe,  among  whom 
Dr.  Home  on  the  Croup,  and  profeffor  Mi- 
chcelis,  de  Angina  Polypofa  five  membranacea, 
are  intitled  to  confiderable  attention. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  give  a  fyftematic  de¬ 
fer  ipt  on  of  the  difeafe,  which  indeed  the  au¬ 
thors  above  referred  to,  have  rendered  unnecef¬ 
fary 
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fary,  but  lhall  confine  myfelf  to  fome  obferva- 
tions,  which  have  arifen  from  a  late  attendance 
on  two  or  three  cafes  of  it. 

The  predilponing  caufes  of  this  diicafe,  are 
by  no  means  well  afeertained,  it  appears  to  be 
more  frequent  in  low  marfhy  fituations  and 
particularly  near  the  fea-coaft,  than  in  cities 
and  dry  hilly  countries,  and  it  is  faid  by  Dr. 
Home  to  be  more  frequent  in  the  winter  than 
in  the  fummer  months,  he  therefore  confiders 
it  to  be  the  product  of  cold  and  moifture ;  in 
confirmation  of  this,  it  mufl  be  remarked,  that 
the  city  of  London,  the  foil  of  which  although 
dry  and  elevated,  has  been  of  late  more  than 
ufually  vifited  with  it,  and  this  in  the  autum¬ 
nal  months  of  Augufi:  and  September,  but  then 
much  more  rain  has  fallen  in  thefe  months  than 
is  generally  expected  at  that  feafon,  while  the 
temperature  of  the  atmofphcre  has  been  colder. 
Children  of  a  llrumous  habit  are  certainly 
mod  fufceptible  of  it. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  Croup  is 
not  contagious,  which  opinion  is  agreeable  to 
the  obfervation  of  Dr.  Cullen.  Dr.  Home  is 
filent  on  this  head.  This  point,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  be  eftablifhed  with  fufheient 
evidence,  to  prevent  all  doubt  of  its  certainty. 
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I  have  met  with  two  inftances  of  it  in  children 
of  the  fame  family,  and  which  had  had  com¬ 
munication  with  one  another,  the  fecond  in- 
ftance  occurring  about  eight  or  ten  days  after 
the  firft.  Two  of  the  cafes  related  by  Home 
are  of  children  under  fimilar  circumftances, 
both  as  to  fituation,  and  the  interval  of  a  few 
days  in  the  acceflion  of  difeafe.  It  will  be 
readily  allowed  that  children  in  the  fame  houfe, 
are  more  liable  to  the  fame  difeafe,  from  being 
expofed  more  immediately  to  the  fame  infeCting 
caufe,  and  that  a  fingle  circumftance,  or  two, 
of  this  kind  cannot  therefore  be  admitted  as 
amounting  to  any  proof  upon  the  fubjeCt,  yet 
it  will  furely  render  the  contagious  nature  of  it 
fomewhat  more  probable  than  it  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  efteemed,  and  fhould  therefore  intitle  it 
to  the  particular  attention  of  practitioners  in 
future,  as  it  is  by  future  obfervation  and  expe- 
perience  only,  that  this  important  point  can 
be  fatisfaCtorily  afcertained. 

The  effential  character  of  this  fpecies  of 
Cynanche  confifis  in  a  morbid  ftate  of  the 
larynx  and  trachea,  difpofing  them  to  fe- 
crete  a  mucus  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  which 
in  a  very  fliort  time  concretes  into  a  membran¬ 
ous  fubftance,  lining  the  whole  or  part  of  thole 

cavities. 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


’5* 

cavities,  and  adhering  to  them,  in  fome  cafes 
with  a  greater,  and  in  others  with  a  lefs  de¬ 
gree  of  firmnefs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  this  ftate  of 
the  larynx  is  ufually  difcovered  by  a  peculiar 
fhrill  found,  both  in  fpeaking  and  coughing, 

%  but  more  particularly  in  the  adt  of  refpiration, 
not  indeed  eafily  exprelTed  in  words,  but  re¬ 
markably  obvious  to  a  by-ftander,  fo  loud  as 
frequently  to  be  heard  at  a.diftant  part  of  the 
houfe,  neverthelels  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  fymptom  is  not  fo  finking,  as  to  render 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe  apparent  at  the  firft 
view  of  it,  and  of  this  fail  the  hiflory  now  re¬ 
lated  affords  a  decifive  inftance.  There  was 
not,  though  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  fo 
far  as  I  could  difeover,  the  true  Croup  found, 
cfpecially  that  which  occurs  in  infpiration, 
there  certainly  was  considerable  noife  in  breath¬ 
ing,  but  it  had  not  that  flirillnefs  which  is  ge¬ 
nerally  obfervable,  and  which  is  ufually  conli- 
dered  as  charaderiltic  of  this  difeafe,  in  the  ad:  of 
coughing  the  Croup  found  was  more  apparent, 
though  not  in  that  degree  that  I  have  noticed  in 
other  cafes ;  and  yet  that  this  was  an  inftance  of 
true  Cynanche  Trachealis,  both  the  hiflory 
and  the  dilfedion  have  rendered  too  apparent 

to 
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to  permit  any  reafonable  doubt.  I  have  been 
more  particular  on  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  as  a 
very  important  practical  inference  is  deducible 
from  it,  namely,  that  the  dridulous  found  is 
not  a  fympton  fo  eflential  to  this  malady,  but 
that  it  may  exid  without  it,  or  at  lead  with 
a  very  flight  degree  of  it*  even  in  circumdances 
of  confiderable  danger,  and  that  the  practition¬ 
er  therefore  mud  not  haftily  conclude  that  his 
patient  has  not  the  Croup,  becaufe  he  cannot 
difcover  this  character  of  the  difeafe,  in  the  de¬ 
gree  that  he  might  have  expedted  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  defcription  of  it  to  be  found  in  authors. 

The  fatality  attending  this  difeafe  is  very 
great,  w£  are  not  in  poffefiion  of  fufficient  data 
to  furnifh  any  very  certain  ratio,  but  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  mod  fuccefsful  praftice, 
which  we  are  at  prefent  acquainted  with  in  the 
cure  of  it,  will  not  be  a  means  of  preferving 
more  than  half  of  the  aftlidied.  The  fatality 
of  it  is  not  only  great,  but  it  is  in  many  cafes 
very  fudden,  it  frequently  proves  mortal  in 
thirty-fix  hours  from  the  time  when  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  breathing  fird  becomes  obfervable; 
to  be  protradted  to  the  length  of  time  re¬ 
lated  in  the  preceding  hidory  is  very  unufu- 
aj,  unlefs  followed  by  recovery. 
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The  immediate  occalion  of  death  in  the 
cynanehe  trachealis  is  not  very  certain,  it 
feems,  however,  mod  probably  to  arife  from 
one  or  other  of  thcfe  two  caufes,  or  perhaps  it 
it  may  depend  on  the  united  action  of  both, 
viz.  a  mechanical  obftruftion  of  the  glottis  frcm 
the  thicknefs  of  its  morbid  membranous  co¬ 
vering,  or  a  fpafmodic  conftriftion  of  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  larynx  from  irritation,  in  both 
cafes  producing  the  dime  effcft,  that  of  fufFo- 
cation.  Of  thefe  two  caufes,  the  latter  ap¬ 
pears  mod  likely  to  be  the  real  one,  diffedtion 
having  difcovered  no  certain  appearance  of 
mechanical  obftrudtion,  in  cafes  where  the 
membrane  has  been  found  completely  form¬ 
ed,  and  death  having  fometimes  taken  place 
before  the  mucus  had  acquired  firmnefs  fuffi- 
cient  to  render  fuch  an  obftrudtion  probable, 
which  was  the  cafe  in  another  child  that  I 
attended  in  this  diiprder,  and  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  examining  after  his  deceafe. 

The  difeafe  proving  fo  frequently  fatal,  the 
prognofis  in  it  mud  therefore  be  verv  unfavor¬ 
able.  There  are  indeed  medical  men,  who 
fpeak  very  lightly  of  it,  as  being  frequently 
cured,  who  profefs  to  have  feen  a  confiderable 
number  of  cafes  of  it,  almoit  all  of  which  re¬ 
covered. 
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covered,  but  this  is  fo  contrary  to  the  gene- 
neral  experience  of  pradlitioners,  that  it  muff 
be  prefumed  either,  that  the  cafes  were  very 
flight,  or  that  the  diforder  was  miftaken  for 
want  of  accurate  difcrimination ;  when  the- 
difeafe  is  mild  it  may  undoubtedly  be  frequent¬ 
ly  cured,  but  when  the  fymptoms  are  in  any 
confiderable  degree  of  violence,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  it  will  very  often  prove  fatal :  at 
all  events,  unlefs  the  application  of  remedies 
can  be  made  in  the  earlieft  ftao-e  of  it,  the 
prefent.  fate  of  medical  knowledge  on  this 
fubjedt  affords  a  very  uncertain  profpedt  of 
advantage. 

v  o 

It  becomes  therefore  of  the  higheft  import¬ 
ance  to  diftinguifh  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe 
as  early  as  poffible,  as  upon  this  our  expedi¬ 
tion  of  affording  relief  principally  depends. 
If  any  accurate  criterion  could  be  laid  down 
for  this  purpofe,  it  would /be  rendering  a  moft 
effentialfervice  to  medicine,  to  which,  however, 
our  prefent  experience  is  certainly  inadequate. 
The  firft  attack  is  infidious,  the  child  appears 
to  be  generally  unwell,- fomewhat  feverifh,  un- 
eafy  in  its  fleep,  with  perhaps  more  noife  in  re- 
fpiration  at  that  time  than  ufual,  after  two  Gr 
three  days  pall:  in  this  manner,  the  throat  is 
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perceived  to  be  a  little  fore  without  any  alarms 
ing  increafe  of  other  fymptoms ;  thus  far  there 
is  no  more  to  be  obferved  here,  than  what  hap¬ 
pens  every  day  in  common  angina ;  but  if 
upon  this  a  difficulty  in  breathing  comes  on, 
not  that  which  is  indicated  by  a  lhort  quick 
refpiration,  but  that  which  is  of  the  fuffocating 
kind,  attended  with  wheezing,  and  a  fenfe  of 
inability  to  admit  air  into  the  lungs,  there  will 
be  great  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  the  difeafe  is  the 
Croup;  how  far  the  convulfive  motion  in  the 
mufcles  above  the  os-hyoides,  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  hiftory  is  a  frequent  attendant  upon 
it,  I  am  unable  to  lav,  yet  it  appears  intitled  to 
future  attention.*  It  will  readily  be  perceiv¬ 
ed,  that  my  prefent  attempt  is  to  deferibe  only 


*  In  one  of  the  fatal  cafes  which  have  occurred  to  me, 
the  child  had  labored,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  or  twelve  days 
before  the  appearance  ot  the  Croup,  under  a  confidera- 
ble  degree  of  coughing,  in  its  found  and  manner  not  un¬ 
like  the  hooping  cough.  Another  cafe  has  been  related 
to  me  by  an  intelligent  phyfician,  of  this  difeafe  being 
preceded  by  floughy  ulcerations  in  different  parts  of  the 
mouth  a  few  days  before  its  rhara£teriflic  fymptoms  were 
difcernable,  this  likewife  terminated  unfavorably. 
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the  incipient  ftate  of  the  complaint,  if  it  has 
made  progrefs  beyond  this,  and  the  Croup 
found  is  become  audible  before  affiftance  is 
called  in,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  afcer- 
taining  the  nature  of  it,  but  affiftance  will  then 
probably  be  too  late. 

The  expectoration  of  membranous  fub- 
fiance  from  the  trachea  has  been  ufually  con- 
lidered  as  a  favourable  appearance,  and  not 
without  reafon,  for  a  cure  perhaps  hardly  ever 
takes  place  in  this  difeafe,  unlefs  in  very  flight 
cafes,  without  this  expectoration,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  it  appears  from  the  cafe  before 
us,  that  fuch  a  difcharge  may  take  place  with¬ 
out  a  favorable  termination.  Upon  compar¬ 
ing  the  hiftory  with  the  ftate  of  the  parts  after 

death,  it  will  be  evident,  that  the  membranous 

* 

difcharge,  which  came  aw^ay  on  the  Monday, 
may  have  proceeded,  from  the  inferior  part  of 
the  trachea,  or  perhaps  from  the  bronchias,  or 
it  may,  on  the  contrary,  have  proceeded  from 
the  glottis  and  adjacent  parts ;  in  this  latter 
cafe,  however,  there  muft  have  been  a  very 
fpeedy  renovation  of  mucous  fubftance,  and 
if  it  were  fo,  it  follows,  that  the  difcharge 
can  only  prove  critical,  when  it  takes  place  af¬ 
ter  the  difpofition  of  the  conftitution  to  lecrc  te 
Vo l.  IV .  N  this 
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this  morbid  mucus  has  ceafed,  and  not 
before. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  add  to  the  in¬ 
dications  of  cure  in  this  difeafe,  than  may  be 
collected  from  the  preceding  hiftory  ;  the  plan 
of  treatment  there  laid  down,  is  that  which 
is  recommended  by  the  heft  writers  on  the 
fubjedt,  particularly  the  Doctors,  Cullen  and 
Home:*  it  is  that -which  gives  the  moft  falli¬ 
ble  relief  to  the  prevailing  fymptoms,  and 
which  has  certainly  in  many  cafes  proved  fuc- 
cefsful.  Let  me  juft  obferve,  that  as  the  in¬ 
flammation  does  not  appear  to  be  of  a  very 
adtive  kind,  general  evacuation  by  blood-letting 
does  not  feem  admiflible  in  this  difeafe;  topical 
evacuation  by  leeches,  nevertheleis,  fliould  be 
purfued  with  great  vigor,  at  leaft  in  the  early 
ftages  of  it,  being  that  which  has  the  moft 
certain  tendency  to  relieve  the  fymptoms, 
without  inducing  much  general  debility,  which 
circumftance  it  is  particularly  necelTary  to 
guard  againft.  Dr.  Home  obje&s  to  the  early 

*  It  has  not  been  my  happinefs  to  procure  the  treatife 
of  profe:Ior  Michaelis,  fie  Angina  Polypofa;  much  in¬ 
formation  may  probably  be  derived  from  the  perufal 
of  it. 
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application  of  blifters  to  the  affedted  parts,  as 
liable  to  do  injury  from  their  immediate  ftimu- 
lus.  It  is  not  certain  with  me,  that  this  ob- 
jedtion  is  fufficiently  valid,  at  leaft  it  cannot 
apply  to  the  ufe  of  them  in  more  diftant  iitua- 
tions,  and  fhould  therefore  recommend  early 
trial  of  the  application  of  blifters  to  the  back, 
and  likewiie  to  the  lower  extremities,  particu¬ 
larly  the  infides  of  the  thighs,  the  adtion  of 
which,  by  way  of  revuldon,  has  certainly  in 
fome  diforders  a  tendency  to  relieve  the  fu- 
perior  parts.  I  am  fenfible,  however,  that 
the  medical  treatment  of  this  difeafe  is  fo  very 
imperfedt,  that  much  muft  be  left  to  future 
experience,  and  that  not  without  hope  of  dif- 
covering  a  method  of  cure,  which  may  confi- 
derably  leften  the  prefent  great  mortality  at¬ 
tending  it. 

The  clafs  of  antifpafmodic  medicines  has 
been  recommended  by  fome  pradlitioners  for 
the  cure  of  the  Croup,  particularly  aftafcetida, 
camphor,  caftor,  valerian  and  mufk,  likewife 
the  application  of  cataplafms  of  garlic,  cam¬ 
phor  and  Venice  treacle  to  the  feet,  as  well  as 
to  the  parts  affedted,  and  it  is  faid  withfuccefs. 
How  far  this  may  be  true,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  determine.  There  appears  nothin g 
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in  the  nature  of  the  diicafe,  which  would  in¬ 
duce  me  to  expeft  any  advantage  from  reme¬ 
dies  of  this  clafs. 

When  the  diforder  lias  arrived  at  that  flage 
of  violence,  and  the  fymptoms  have  acquired 
that  degree  of  urgency,  that  a  few  hours  will 
probably  put  a  period  to  the  exigence  oi  the 
patient,  it  becomes  then  perfectly  juflifiable  to 
attempt  a  mode  of  treatment,  which,  though 
apparently  fevere  in  its  nature,  and  uncertain 
in  its  effedf,  yet  feems  to  afford  the  only 
chance  remaining  for  recovery;  I  mean  the 
operation  of  bronchotomy.  As  death  is  evi¬ 
dently  caufed  by  luffbcation,  it  follows  there¬ 
fore,  that  if  air  can  be  palled  into  the  lungs 
by  any  other  than  the  ufual  paflage  through 
the  glottis,  which  is  now  become  nearly  im¬ 
pervious,  the  immediate  danger  ariling  from 
that  caufe  will  be  removed  :  an  artificial  open¬ 
ing  into  the  trachea  naturally  prefents  itfelf,  as 
the  only  means  conducive  to  that  end.  I  am 
not  certain  that  it  has  ever  been  performed 
during  this  difeafe,  although,  if  my  informa¬ 
tion  be  right,  it  has,  and  that  with  fuccefs. 
If  life,  however,  can  be  preferved  by  fuch  an 
operation  for  a  few  days,  and  no  inconvenience 
is  induced  by  it  to  the  animal  functions,  it  be¬ 
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comes  highly  probable,  that  the  morbid  dia- 
thefis  may  by  that  time  be  removed,  and  a  ref- 
titution  to  health  follow.  Surely  then  it  is 
deferving  the  future  attention  of  the  faculty, 
to  make  trial  of  a  pradtice,  although  confeffed- 
ly  doubtful,  rather  than  relinquish  the  unhap¬ 
py  fufferer  to  certain  death. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  notice,  that 
the  operation  of  bronchotomy  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  by  Dr.  Home,  but  the  rationale  upon 
which  he  has  recommended  this  practice  is 
very  different  from  that  above  propofed  :  his 
words  are  thefe. 

To  effedluate  a  folution  of  the  morbid 
membrane,  after  it  is  once  completely  formed 
and  confolidated,  feems  to  me  impoffible  by 
any  internal  or  external  medicine  that  I  know. 
To  effedluate  its  expulfion  appears  equally 
impoffible.  We  have,  then,  no  method  re¬ 
maining  to  fave  the  patient’s  life,  but  that  of 
extradlion.  That  cannot  be  done  through  the 
glottis.  When  the  cafe  is  defperate,  may  we 
not  try  bronchotomy  ?  I  can  fee  no  weighty 
objedtion  to  that  operation,  as  the  membrane 
can  be  fo  eafily  got  at,  and  is  very  loofe. 
Many  a  more  hazardous  operation  is  daily 
performed. 
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It  is  very  improbable,  that  the  operation  will 
be  atte  mpted  in  the  prefent  day,  with  a  fimdar 
intention  to  this ;  it  is  unneceffary,  therefore, 
to  fay  much  on  the  impropriety  of  it,  obferv- 
ing  only,  that  the  ingenious  profeffor  was  not 
aware,  that  the  adhefion  of  the  membrane  to 
the  trachea  is  frequently  very  great,  fo  as  to 
admit  of  feparution  with  much  difficulty,  and 
that,  if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  its  firmnefs  and 
the  cohefion  of  its  parts  is  feldom  fuch,  as  to 
give  to  this  mode  of  extraction  a  tolerable  prod 
peCt  of  fuccefs  ;  for  although  fome  portion  of 
the  membranous  fubftance  might  be  removed 
by  this  means,  it  is  fcarcely  pofiible  that  the 
whole  of  it  fhould. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  paper  without  ex- 
prcfling  my  earned  with,  that  this  fubjeCt  may 
attraCt  the  attention  of  fome  abler  pen,  for 
which  purpofe  no  time  can  be  better  adapted 
than  the  prefent,  when  a  confiderable  number 
of  cafes  of  tins  difeafe  have  fo  recently  occur¬ 
red  in  the  metropolis  and  its  environs. 

To  increafe  the  public  dock  of  ufefui 
knowledge  by  improving  the  hiflory  and 
treatment  of  a  malady  fo  frequently  dedruc- 
tive  to  the  riling  generation,  mud  certainly 
be  the  defire  of  every  well  wifher  to  the 
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profperity  and  advantage  of  mankind.  If  the 
prefent  attempt  fhould  in  any  degree  conduce 
to  fo  valuable  an  end,  the  utmoft  ambition  of 
the  writer  will  be  fully  gratified.* 

*  Since  the  date  of  this  memoir,  I  have  met  with  two 
more  cafes  of  Croup,  one  of  which  terminated  fucce 
fully.  The  fubjeft  of  it  was  a  child  about  eleven  months 
old,  its  attack  was  fevere,  being  preceded  about  a  week 
oi  ten  days  by  a  cough  not  unlike  the  tufhs  convulfiva, 
which,  however,  did  not  turn  out  to  be  that  difeafe,  this 
cncumftance  has  already  been  noticed  as  not  unufual. 
The  Croup  found  became  then  very  audible,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  fever,  but  by  purfuing  a  plan  of  treat¬ 
ment  fimilar  to  that  already  laid  down,  the  difeafe  gradu¬ 
ally  abated  and  the  child  is  now  in  perfeH  health  :  there 
was  in  this  cafe  no  evident  reparation  of  mucus  which 
neverthelefs  might  exih,  but,  from  the  tender  age  of  the 
patient,  pais  down  into  the  ffomach :  it  is  likewife  wor¬ 
thy  of  obfervation,  that  this  child  was  hill  at  the  breah, 
which  hate  is  judged  by  Dr.  Home  not  to  be  fufcpti- 
ble  of  it. 
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An  Account  of  a  fmgular  Cafe  of  Jfchuria. 
By  ISAAC  SENTER,  A.  M.  C.  M.  S. 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBER  Of  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHY¬ 
SICIAN'S  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  AND  SENIOR 
SURGJ  ON,  IN  THE  LATE  AMERICAN 
ARMY:  IN  A  LETTER  TO 

J.  C.  L  E  T  T  S  O  M,  M.  D. 

Read  January  30,  1752. 


Lucy  Foster  aged  15  years,  a  flefhy, 
healtby-looking,  well-proportioned  young  wo¬ 
man,  was  taken,  June  ift.  1785,  with  a  pain 
in  the  lett  hypochondrium,  accompanied  with 
cough,  fever,  opprcflion  at  her  bread:,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing. 

Being  in  very  poor  circumftances.  her  friends 
neglected  afking  advice,  till  about  a  fortnight 
from  her  firfl  feizure,  when  I  was  called  to 
her  afliftance. 

I  was  informed  by  her  mother  that  fhe 
became  a  woman  at  13,  and  continued  pret- 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON.  165 

ty  regular  in  her  menfes,  till  within  five  weeks 
of  her  prefent  illnefs  ;  and  that  from  her  fee¬ 
ing  nothing  during  that  period,  fhe  fuppofed' 
her  to  have  taken  a  bad  cold,  as  fhe  was  very 
inattentive  to  her  health,  and  had  been  obliged 
to  do  the  duty  of  a  fervant  maid  in  a  family  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town. 

Her  pulfe  were  upwards  of  ioo  in  a  mi¬ 
nute  ;  her  tongue  coated  with  that  fort  of 
fur,  which  often  accompanies  a  bad  kind  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  thoracic  vifcera. 

I  took  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm, 
gave  her  an  emetic,  and  directed  an  epifpaftic 
of  flies  to  the  affeCted  fide.  The  blood  when 
cool,  threw  up  its  coagulable  lymph,  as  is  com¬ 
mon  i x\ pneumonic  imflammation  ;  but  the  buff 
was  tender,  and  the  craffamentum  and  ferum 
did  not  feparate,  as  is  ufual  in  cafes  of  acute  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  bread. 

Expectorant  febrifuge  mixtures  were  given 
her  with  emollient  ptifans  of  barley  water,  &c. 
ana  another  blifter  applied  to  her  fide  with¬ 
in  a  few  days.  Thefe  medicines  produced  an 
abatement  of  the  fymptoms,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  I  ceafed  to  vifit  her.  I  how- 
ever  looked  upon  hjr  difeafe  to  have  a  ftrong 
tendency  to  a  confumption,  and  about  the 
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fourth  week  from  my  firft  feeing  her,  flic  vo¬ 
mited  up  a  quantity  of  bloody  pus,  of  a  veiy 
dilagreeablc  kind,  which,  with  the  preceding 
fymptoms  induced  me  to  think  a  vomica 
had  burft  in  her  ftomach  :  during  the  whole 
of  this  ill nefs,  from  my  firft  vifiting  her, 
her  ftomach  was  fo  irritable,  that  it  was 
with  much  difticuly  that  either  food  or  medi¬ 
cine  could  be  made  to  lit  upon  it,  and  fhe  often 
vomited  up  the  moft  limple  barley  drink. 

She  had  a  fuppreftion  of  urine  for  24  hours, 
but  did  not  get  any  aid  from  medicine,  as  na¬ 
ture  relieved  herfelf.  She,  however,  became  re¬ 
gular  in  her  menfes,  and  recovered  fo  far  in 
about  2  months,  as  to  return  to  her  ufual  la¬ 
bour,  and  continued  capable  of  doing  her  duty 
to  the  latisfadtion  of  her  employers,  till  the 
June  following,  17 86.  On  the  third  of  this 
month  I  was  deli  red  to  vifit  her  again,  when  I 
found  all  her  old  complaints  (except  the  fup- 
preffion  of  her  menfes)  returned  with  greater 
feverity  than  they  appeared  the  laft  year.  She 
was  now  let  blood,  and  treated  in  other  re- 
fpedts  as  before  :  her  diftrefs  continuing  fo 
great,  that  I  found  it  ncceflary  to  repeat  the 
operation  (drawing  linall  quantities)  fevcral 

times. 
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times,  as  nothing,  elfe  appeared  to  afford  her 
any  coniiderable  relict. 

Hir  tongue  was  covered  with  a  yellowifh 
coat  in  tne  middle,  and  an  affi  colour  at  the 
edges;  ter  pulfe  beat  1 20  flrokes  in  a  minute. 

The  irritability  of  her  ftomach  was  fo  great, 
that  It  had  become  extremely  difficult  to  give 
any  article  either  of  medicine  or  nouriffiment 
but  what  ffie  vomited  up  immediately.  The  ef- 
fervefcent  draughts,  infufions  of  columbo  with 
Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  and  Sp.  Vitriol ,  Liq. 
anodyn .  min .  &c.  were  tried  without  any  lafting 
effect.  Opium  gave  the  moft  permanent  re¬ 
lief,  and  afforded  her  that  refreshment  by  Heep 
which  ffie  could  obtain  by  no  other  means. 

As  I  now  looked  upon  her  cafe  to  be  of  long 
continuance,  and  refiding  in  a  diflan t  part  of 
the  town,  I  called  but  Seldom,  after  the  Severi  ¬ 
ty  of  her  Symptoms  had  SubSided  ;  which  they 
did  in  about  three  weeks. 

On  the  Second  of  July,  ffie  was  Seized  with 
a  total  Suppreffion  of  urine,  without  any  per¬ 
ceptible  caufe ;  which  continued  5  days,  not 
being  able  to  void  a  fingle  drop  ;  and  not  with- 
{landing  her  pain  and  diftrefs  were  very  great, 
ffie  did  not  let  her  circumftances  be  fully  known 
to  her  friends,  for  fear  of  having  it  drawn  off 
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with  an  inftrument.  The  beginning  of  the  6th 
day,  fhe  was  taken  with  a  vomiting  which  laft- 
ed  till  fhe  brought  up  nothing  but  water,  which 
flie  faid,  tafted  in  every  refpedt  like  urine. 

As  her  vomiting  continued,  fhe  found  re¬ 
lief  in  the  bottom  of  her  belly,  from  the  fwell- 
ing  and  great  forenefs  fhe  had  felt  for  fevcral 
days. 

She  now  thought  herfelf  much  better,  but 
her  vomiting  recurred  the  next  day,  as  I  was 
informed,  and  continued  more  or  lefs  every  day 
till  1  faw  her,  which  was  on  the  14th  of  the 
month. 

As  fhe  had  difeharged  from  her  rtomach 
every  thing  fhe  ate  or  drank,  from  the  time  of 
her  firft  vomiting  till  this,  fhe  did  not  fuffer  fo 
much  from  the  ifehury,  which  ftill  continued, 
as  fhe  did  before  the  firfi:  evacuation.  I  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  her  to  let  me  pals  the  catheter  into 
the  bladder,  whence  I  drew  about  3  pints  of 
urine,  clear,  but  high  coloured;  her  ftrength 
was  very  much  exhaufted,  and  fhe  felt  great 
heat  and  forenefs  thoughout  the  abdominal 
vifeera. 

A  variety  of  medicines  were  preferibed,  and 
every  method  purfued  that  could  be  thought 
of  to  allay  the  extreme  irritability  of  the  fto- 
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mach,  and  reftore  the  natural  adtion  of  the 
bladder.  For  10  weeks  fucceffively  fhe  was 
incapable  of  retaining  in  her  ftomach  either 
food  or  medicine,  except  opium  ;  this  was  her 
only  folace  by  day  as  well  as  night. 

From  this  time  to  December ,  fhe  continu¬ 
ed  with  very  little  abatement  of  her  diftrefs,  or 
alteration  of  her  circumftances.  And  as  fhe 
could  lie  in  no  other  pofition,  die  was  conftant- 
ly  fupported  in  an  armed  chair,  in  a  reclined 
poflure,  with  pillows  under  her  hips. 

Whenever  I  omitted  to  draw  off  her  water 
once  in  thirty  or  thirty-fix  hours  at  fartheft, 
fhe  never  failed  to  vomit  it  up.  To  afeertain 
fo  extraordinary  a  fadt  beyond  the  poffibility  of 
a  miftake  on  my  part,  ora  deception  on  her’s, 
I  often  vifited  her  about  the  time  I  knew  fhe 
muft  vomit,  if  the  catheter  was  not  introduc¬ 
ed  ;  and  I  examined  her  bladder  found  it  full, 
hard  and  tender ;  and  fat  by  her  till  the  vo¬ 
miting  recurred,  faved  the  water  that  fhe 
brought  up  this  way,  and  compared  it  with 
what  I  drew  off,  and  found  it  the  fame  in  every 
refpedt. 

During  the  time  her  urine  came  off  by  vo¬ 
miting,  fhe  fuffered  extreme  anxiety,  and  al¬ 
ways  complained  of  great  heat,  fmarting,  ex¬ 
treme  third,  and  a  fenfation  of  inverfion  or 
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turning  up  of  fomcthing  ( riming  as  foe  exprejf- 
ed  it,)  that  appeared  to  tear  her  bowels. 

As  the  affair  had  become  fo  tedious,  and  my 
bufmefs  was  fuch,  that  it  was  not  in  my  pow¬ 
er  to  attend  upon  her  as  often  as  her  cafe  re¬ 
quired,  I  inftrudted  the  young  gentlemen  who 
lived  with  me,  in  the  ule  of  the  catheter,  and 
they  waited  on  her  in  my  abfence,  as  often  as 
they  could  conveniently. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1787,6*001  fome 
caufe  unknown,  fhe  could  not  be  relieved  with 
the  inftrument,  nor  could  flic  vomit  up  her 
urine  for  ieveral  days ;  when  it  palled  off  by 
the  navel  for  three  days  fucceffively,  after 
which  the  catheter  was  ufed  with  the  fame  ef- 
fcdt  as  before. 

F roin  this  time  to  the  Auguft  following,  there 
was  fo  great  a  famenefs  in  her  complaints,  that 
nothing  occurred  worth  noticing.  About  the 
beginning  of  this  month,  a  brick-coloured 
gravel  began  to  pafs  off  through  the  catheter, 
and  foon  became  fo  large  and  plentiful,  that 
neither  urine  nor  gravel  could  be  completely  eva¬ 
cuated  by  the  inftrument  in  its  ufual  form.  I 
had  one  made  of  a  different  conftrudlion,  open 
at  two  of  its  fides  for  about  half  an  inch,  which 
anfwered  my  wiihes. 


She 
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She  continued  to  dilcharge  gravel  this  way, 
whenever  her  urine  was  drawn  off,  till  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  November ,  at  which  time  fhe  felt 
more  diftrefs  than  ufual  whenever  her  urine 
came  off  by  vomiting,  and  fhe  foon  obferved  a 
gritty  fubftance  in  her  mouth.  When  I  was 
informed  of  this  new  phenomenon,  I  requefi- 
ed  her  to  fave  the  urine  for  my  infpeCtion,  the 
next  time  die  vomited.  I  compared  this  with 
what  I  drew  off,  and  found  it  contained  the 
fame  kind  of  gravel  as  that  which  paffed  die 
catheter.  I  procured  and  faved  feveral  drachms 
of  this  gravel  that  came  from  her  both  by  the 
inftrument  and  by  vomiting,  and  could  obferve 
no  difference  either  in  the  colour  or  confiffence 
of  them. 

From  this  period  to  the  fummer  1788,  her 
complaints  continued  much  the  fame.  When 
her  water  was  not  drawn  off,  fhe  always 
brought  it  up  by  vomiting,  commonly  attended 
with  great  pain  in  the  head. 

During  this  fummer,  fhe  twice  paffed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  urine  through  the  urethra, 
in  confeque  nee  of  being  frightened,  once  by 
thunder,  ar.  i  the  fecond  time  by  the  falling 
of  a  window  in  her  room.  This  ferved  only, 
to  raife  her  fpirits  for  a  few  days  with  the  ex¬ 
pectation 
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pedtation  of  her  urine  returning  through  its  na¬ 
tural  channel.  Her  cafe  however  continued 
the  fame  in  that  refpedt,  and  became  every  day 
more  complicated  in  others.  The  hypogajlri- 
um  became  more  tumid  and  tender,  and  her 
bladder  appeared  very  much  thickened,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  fore,  even  after  it  was  evacuated. 
Add  to  this,  the  apparent  inequality  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  bladder  was  fo  great,  and  the  tu¬ 
mour  fhifting  fometimes  towards  the  right,  and 
at  others  to  the  left  inguen ,  according  as  her 
body  was  moved,  that  I  began  ftrongly,  to  fuf- 
pedt  a  (lone. 

Through  the  month  of  September,  her 
urine  could  very  rarely  be  drawn  off :  for  upon 
the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  a  fpafm  feized 
the  urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder ;  and 
though  the  inftrument  appeared  to  pafs  high 
up  into  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  not  more 
than  jill  could  be  drawn,  before  it  flopped 
entirely,  with  a  fenfation  of  fomething  falling 
down  againft  its  cervix,  which  fhe  was  very 
confident  was  a  ftone. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  fhe  vomited 
more  fand  than  fhe  had  at  any  time  before,  and 
failed  in  ftrength  and  fpirits  fo  faft,  that  I  was 
apprehenfive  fhe  would  not  live  the  month  out. 

Her 
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Her  urethra ,  bladder,  and  external  genital 
parts  were  fo  extremely  fore,  that  for  fome 
time  it  prevented  my  fearching  her  for  the 
ftone,  in  the  manner  I  intended. 

About  the  beginning  of  Oftober,  I  was 
able  to  introduce  the  found,  when  I  readily 
met  with  a  ftone,  which  appeared  of  a  fmall 
fize,  and  rather  fofter  than  urinary  calculi 
commonly  are.  I  repeated  the  examination  a 
number  of  times,  till  I  was  perfectly  fatisfied 
that  this  was  the  cafe. 

She  would  readily  have  undergone  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  lithotomy;  but  I  told  her  no  lading 
advantage  could  be  expedted  from  it,  while  her 
vifcera  continued  in  fuch  a  difeafed  condition. 
During  this  month  her  urine  could  be  drawn 
off  but  part  of  the  time,  and  fhe  vomited  it 
up  for  more  than  a  week,  without  the  pcffibi- 
lity  of  any  relief  from  the  inftrument,  not- 
withftanding  it  was  kept  in  the  bladder, 
fometimes,  during  the  whole  night.  She 
had  at  different  feafons  of  the  year,  feverai 
ill-conditioned  fmall  abfceffes  in  her  arm-pits, 
and  on  other  parts  of  her  body,  but  they  did 
not  appear  to  benefit  her  general  complaints. 

She  alfo  voided,  at  different  times  by  vomit¬ 
ing,  after  fhe  had  thrown  up  all  her  urine,  a 
Vql,  IV.  O  bloody 
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bloody  pus,  of  a  very  difagreeablc  appearance 
and  coppery  tade. 

As  her  cafe  was  fo  very  uncommon,  I  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  of  it,  requelted  the  advice  of 
mod:  of  the  faculty  of  this  town.  She  was 
vilited  by  the  late  Dr.  Fletcher,  Doctors  Oly¬ 
phant  and  Mafon ;  the  lad  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
both  with  me,  and  in  my  abfence,  repeatedly 
relieved  her  by  the  catheter,  and  faw  her  vomit 
up  both  urine  and  gravel.  She  was  alfo  v ifi ted 
tranfiently  by  Dr.  Waterboufe  of  Cambridge, 
and  feveral  other  phyficians  of  eminence  who 
lived  out  of  the  State. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  autumn,  and 
principal  part  of  the  winter  enfuing,  the  fame 
troublefome  fenfation  of  the  falling  down  of 
a  done  in  the  bladder  upen  the  ufe  of  the  ca¬ 
theter  continued,  and  induced  the  mod:  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain  and  mifery  imaginable.  She 
was  put  into  different  pofitions  when  the  ca« 
theter  was  introduced,  and  I  gave  the  indru- 
ment  various  directions  in  the  bladder  fome- 
times  with  fuccefs,  at  others  without.  Her 
bowels  were  for  the  mod:  part  much  lefs  con- 
ldipated  than  could  have  been  expe&ed,  confi- 
dering  the  frequency  of  vomiting,  her  fupine 
fituation,  and  the  little  nourifhment  die  was 

able 
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able  to  retain  upon  her  ftomach.  And  during 
the  whole  of  her  difeafe,  till  within  three 
months  of  her  death,  the  catamenia  were  ir¬ 
regular.  Sometimes  they  appeared  every  fort¬ 
night,  and  at  others  the  paflfed  the  regular  pe¬ 
riod  for  that  evacuation  two  or  three  months 
without  having  any  :  but  it  did  not  appear  to 
me  that  her  difeafe  was  much  influenced  by 
either. 

She  had  by  turns,  a  dry  cough,  with  the 
return  of  the  old  pain  in  the  fide ;  but  the 
never  expectorated,  by  coughing  any  kind  of  pu¬ 
rulent  matter ,  that  could  induce  me  to  fup- 
pofe  her  lungs  were  confiderably  difeafed. 
The  bloody  matter  that  the  brought  up  always 
came  by  vomiting,  preceded  by  a  more  than 
ordinarily  morbid  irritability  of  the  ftomach, 
forenefs  and  extreme  anxiety. 

Early  in  the  fpring,  1789,  her  urine  began 
to  pafs  per  anum ,  loaded  with  the  fame  kind  of 
gravel,  that  had  come  away  by  the  catheter. 
This  gave  her  fome  refpite,  with  refpeCt 
to  her  vomiting,  though  flie  continued  to 
throw  up  more  or  lefs  urine,  as  well  as  gravel 
that  way,  every  week. 

This  new  courfe  of  her  water,  gave  her  a 
very  troublefome  tenefmus .  But  the  ftone  in 
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the  bladder,  as  well  as  the  pain  and  dilagreea- 
blenefs  arifingfrom  the  fenfation  of  its  defcent, 
became  daily  lcfs  fatiguing.  Her  ftrength  and 
fpirits  decayed  faft,  and  the  fever  that  fhe  had 
before  continually  laboured  under,  grew  more 
completely  heftical. 

After  the  13th  of  May,  her  bladder  never 
became  fo  much  diftended  with  urine,  as  it 
had  been  before,  and  both  this  and  the  gravel 
'  now  generally  palled  her  once  in  twenty-four 
hours,  either  by  vomiting  or  purging.  She 
however  introduced  the  catheter  herfelf,  and 
lometimes  drew  off  her  urine  to  the  quantity 
of  a  gill. 

The  lecretion  of  urine,  as  well  as  the  form¬ 
ation  of  calculi ,  evidently  diminilhed  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  her  lofs  of  llrength,  and  the  increafe  of 
the  diarrhcea.  Her  menfes  entirely  ceafed. 
During  the  latter  part  of  fpring  and  fummer, 
Hie  became  quite  paralytic  at  times  ; — the  fre¬ 
quency  of  vomiting  increafed,andfhe  had  feve- 
ral  convulfion  fits  after  vomiting.  She  grew 
more  and  more  emaciated,  her  convullions  re¬ 
turned  more  frequently,  her  fever  was  more 
putrid,  (he  at  laid  became  lethargic  :  and  on 
the  11th  of  Auguft,  death,  which  fhe  had 
long  and  ardently  wifhed  for,  put  a  period  to 
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a  feries  of  the  moft  complicated  and  lingular 
mifery  that  I  have  ever  feen,  fince  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  difeafe. 

The  next  day  after  her  death,  I  obtained 
leave  to  examine  the  body,  when  there  were 
prefent  Doftors  Waterhoufe  and  Mafon. 

The  weather  being  very  warm,  the  intoler¬ 
able  foetor  proceeding  from  the  corpfe,  de¬ 
termined  the  family  to  inter  it  fo  foon,  that 
we  had  not  time  to  make  our  examination  fo 
minute  as  we  wiftied. — We  found  much  lefs 
ravage  in  the  abdominal  vifcera  than  was 
expected. 

‘Thorax.  In  this  cavity  there  was  nothing 
appeared  unnatural  except  a  coniiderable  ad- 
hefion  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  to  the 
pleura. 

Abdomen .  The  omentum  was  principally 
wafted,  but  not  more  than  is  commonly  the 
cafe  with  thofe  who  die  tabid.  It  was  however 
of  a  dark  gangrenous  colour  pretty  generally. 

Stomach .  This  appeared  much  changed 
from  its  natural  colour,  and  in  a  gangrenous 
ftate,  containing  a  femi-purulent  matter  of  a 
foetid  fcent. 

Liver  and  Gall-bladder .  There  were  no 
preternatural  adhefions  of  the  former,  or  gall-  * 
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(tones  in  the  latter,  and  their  colour,  See.  not 
unufual. 

Intefiines .  In  thefe  there  were  no  ruptures, 
either  of  their  mufcular  coats,  blood  vcflels, 
or  lymphatics,  that  we  could  difeover.  The 
villous  coat  was  much  deltroyed,  and  the  co¬ 
lour  of  the  intefiines  darker  than  is  common, 
except  the  duodenum ,  which  was  very  much 
difcolored  with  the  bile. 

Kidneys  and  Ureters .  In  thefe  there  was  no 
confiderable  deviation  from  a  (late  of  foundnefs, 
they  were  lax  or  flabby,  but  no  rupture  of  any 
of  their  vefl'els,  or  any  calculi  dilcoverable. 

'The  Urinary  Bladder .  This  was  in  its  na¬ 
tural  fituation,  not  the  leaf!  thickened,  had  no 
land  or  gravel  in  it,  nor  did  it  adhere  preterna- 
turally  to  any  of  the  circumjacent  parts ;  and 
the  mufcular  fphinfter  of  its  neck  yielded  readi¬ 
ly  to  the  introduction  of  the  finger  from  the 
bladder  into  the  urethra. 

Uterus .  In  its  cavity  was  contained  about 
a  drachm  of  thick  darkilh  foetid  pus ;  but  no 
other  appearance  of  difeafe  in  its  body. 

Tuhee  Fallopianc p,  were  larger  than  com¬ 
mon,  in  virgins,  and  ftrung  with  feveral  hy¬ 
datids  or  veliculae,  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  filled 
with  a  watry,  glutinous  humor. 


Corpora 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  Of  LONDON. 


*79 


Corpora  Fimbriata ,  had  a  gangrenous  ap¬ 
pearance. 

Ovarza ,  were  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  a 
frnall  hen’s  egg,  and  contained  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  a  clear,  limpid  fluid,  immediately 
under  the  firft  coat. 


The  caufes  of  a  preternatural  retention  of 
urine  are  various  ;  the  complaint  of  this  unhappy 
girl  was  undoubtedly  what  Sauvages  calis 
Ifchuria  vejzc alls  paralytica.  That  part  of  the 
hiftory  of  this  cafe,  which  may  appear  the  moft 
furprizing,  is,  the  extraordinary  outlets  which 
nature  found  for  the  evacuation  of  the  urine. 
But  this  may  be  accounted  for  when  we  advert 
to  what  Mr.  Hewfon  and  fome  other  ingenious 
modern  phyfiologifts  have  demonftrated,  that 
the  urinary  lymphatics  are  joined  with  the  in- 
teftinal  abforbents  by  numerous  anaflomofes. 
And  although  fluids  pafling  from  th?  ftomach 
into  the  bladder  by  the  urinary  branches  of  the 
lymphatics,  mult  in  all  probability  invert  the 
order  of  their  valvular  mechanifm, 
O  4  yet 
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yet,  it  is  well  known  that  this  is  not  the  only 
inftance  of  fuch  an  inverfion  taking  place  in 
other  parts  of  the  human  fyftem,  under  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances  and  conditions  of  our 
bodies,  by  a  retrograde  motion  of  their 
contents. 

Dr.  Darwin’s  experiments  on  this  fubjetft, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  M.  Macquire  prove  not  on¬ 
ly  the  cxiftence  of  a  direct  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  alimentary  canal  and  urinary  blad¬ 
der  but  ftiew  that  many  fubftances  pafs  from 
the  ftomach  to  the  velica  ui  inaria  without  un¬ 
dergoing  any  confiderable  alteration  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  peculiar  properties.  This  vaf- 
cular  connection  between  the  alimentary  canal 
and  urinary  bladder  being  no  longer  problema¬ 
tical,  it  may  ftill  be  thought  doubtful  by  fome, 
whether  the  urine  in  the  bladder  can  poflibly 
afeend  into  the  ftomach,  though  water  in  this 
vifeus  may  defeend  into  the  other.  It  has  not 
efcaped  the  obfervation  ol  Phylicians  in  every 
period  of  the  healing  art,  that  patients  labour¬ 
ing  under  an  Ilchury  have  been  known  to  pafs 
their  urine  through  the  pores  of  the  (kin,* 

and 
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*  A  Fifhcrman  belonging  to  this  town,  55  years  old, 
being  much  fatigued  with  labour,  even  to  prolufc  per- 
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and  there  are  fome  inftances  on  medical  record 
of  ptyalifm  coming  on  in  confequence  of  re¬ 
tained 

fpiration,  in  the  month  of  November,  and  expofed  in 
the  water  immediately  after,  was  taken  with  a  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  for  which  he  was  diretled  to  take  fome 
purging  falts  and  mercurial  pills.  I  was  defired  to  at¬ 
tend  him,  but  could  not  till  the  fourth  day  of  his  difeafe. 

I  found  his  complaint  fo  very  prefling  that  after  he  was 
bled  and  had  an  anodyne  oleaginous  clyfler  without  relief, 
I  introduced  the  catheter  and  took  from  him  a  large 
quantity  of  high  coloured  urine,  by  which  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  made  eafy.  The  caufe  not  being  removed,  his 
urine  began  to  accumulate  fo  faff,  that  by  the  next  day 
it  became  troublefome.  I  ordered  him  a  faline  diuretic 
mixture,  and  attempted  to  pafs  a  bougie  into  his  bladder, 
but  was  foiled:  I  tried  different  fizes  ineffe&ually.  Gen¬ 
tle  cathartic  medicines  with  a  repetition  of  the  anodyne 
injettions  were  ufed,  but  his  complaint  continued  obfti- 
nate.  On  the  4th  day  from  the  commencement  of  this 
la  ft  accumulation,  his  fever  was  very  high  ;  he  had  much 
thirft  and  complained  of  great  pain  in  his  head.  I  took 
more  blood  from  him  which  was  very  buffy,  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  feveral  medicines  before  in  ufe.  I  tried  a- 
gain  the  bougies  and  catheter  without  efleft.  He  was 
put  into  warm  water,  and  after  it  cold  water  was  thrown 
on  his  extremities  ;  but  not  a  drop  of  urine  could  be  pro¬ 
duced  :  upon  the  5th  he  was  more  fwelled ;  he  was  put  in 
the  bath  again,  and  a  variety  of  other  means  ufed.  His 
brain  was  now  evidently  affe&ed.  He  dozed  much,  an 
urinous  Jioeat  came  out  upon  him  plentifully.  Upon 
the  6th  he  was  feized  with  a  vomiting,  which  continued 
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tained  urine  in  the  body.  While  writing  this, 
I  have  the  care  of  a  negro  girl,  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  has  for  two  years  been 
troubled  with  a  variety  of  diftrefling  fenfations, 
which  appear  to  arifefrom  polypous  concretions 
in  the  heart  and  large  blood  veffels.  She  firft 
complained  of  pain  deep  in  the  thorax,  extend¬ 
ing  down  die  right  fide  into  the  liver.  Her 
pulfe  was  flow,  unequal  and  intermitting ; 
and  upon  much  motion,  die  frequently  com¬ 
plained  of  faintnefs,  fliortnefs  of  breath  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart ;  her  tongue  was  ge¬ 
nerally  foul ;  die  had  but  little  appetite  and  was 
fubjed:  to  coftivenefs.  But  till  within  about 
three  months,  by  fmall  bleedings,  epifpaltics 

and 

till  night,  with  very  little  intermiflion.  His  cafe  now 
feemed  defperate,  as  death  appeared  to  be  faff  approach¬ 
ing,  1  let  him  more  blood,  and  dire£Icd  him  again  into  the 
bath  with  a  determination,  if  he  fhould  not  be  relieved  by 
this  to  puncture  the  bladder  without  delay.  While  in 
the  bath  he  was  feized  with  a  lipothymia,  and  in  this  con¬ 
dition  carried  to  bed  ;  his  urine  now  began  to  flow,  though 
infenfibly  to  himfelf.  He  fweat  much  ;  continued  to  have 
fainting  fits,  and  vomited  at  intervals  through  the  night. 
Iiy  the  morning  the  fj  afm  was  fo  far  overcome  in  the  neck 
ot  the  bladder,  that  he  was  out  of  pain  ;  though  not  freed 
from  all  his  urine.  It  however  continued  to  flow,  and 
his  bladder  (lowly  recovered  its  cxpulfive  power,  till  he 
was  entirely  well. 
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and  eccoprotics,  joined  to  a  cooling  laxative 
diet,  flie  was  enabled  to  keep  about  houfe  the 
mod:  of  the  time.  For  the  three  months  lad: 
pad,  all  thefe  fymptoms  increaled  and  induced 
a  multiplicity  ol  others.  She  at  fundry  time$ 
has  had  a  paucity  of  urine  followed  by  a  ptya- 
lifm.  Thefe  however  appeared  to  give  way  to 
the  remedies  that  were  ufed,  till  within  about 
fix  weeks  pad  3  when  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  which  laded  eight 
days,  followed  with  a  vomiting  and  ptyalifm. 
During  all  this  time,  her  bladder  was  not  fo 
much  didended  as  to  make  the  hypogadrium 
tenfe  or  tender  to  the  touch.  I  however  drew 
off  above  two  pints  of  water  with  the  catheter, 
which  was  neither  high  coloured  nor  foetid. 
She  now  Seldom  paffes  her  urine  oftener  than 
once  in  three  or  four  days  and  then  not  in  confi- 
derable  quantities.  She  fpits  nearly  three  pints 
of  a  faltijh  water  mixed  with  phlegm  every 
twenty-four  hours,  vomits  more  or  lefs  every 
day  a  brack  ifh  pituita,  and  nothing  paffes  her 
bowels  without  affidance.  In  her  fevered 
paroxyfms  of  didrefs,  fhe  is  extremely  agitated 
with  tremors,  fubfultus  tendinum ,  vomiting  and 
convulfions,  accompanied  with  fuch  a  furious 
delirium,  that  the  family  is  obliged  to  confine 

her 
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her  with  cords.  She  froths  or  foams  at  the 
mouth  like  the  ancient  demoniacs  ;  and  what 
is  peculiarly  lingular  and  worthy  of  remark¬ 
ing  is,  in  her  moft  violent  agonies,  her  pulfe 
hfes  entirely  the  intermijjion  and  inequality  that 
always  occur  at  the  intervals  of  her  greatejl 
tranquility.  It  is  however  generally  quick 
and  fmall.  She  has  very  frequently  a  Jcoto- 
mia ,  pain  in  her  head  and  eyes,  and  indeed  in 
every  part  of  her  body,  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  back  and  lumbar  regions  ;  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  diminifhed  fecretion  of  urine, 
her  vomiting,  ptyalifm  and  univerfal  diftrefs 
are  increafed.  She  has  frequent  returns  of  a 
diftention,  lorenefs  and  pulfation  in  the  exter¬ 
nal  iliac  artery  of  the  right  fide,  which  extends 
down  the  thigh.  Whether  this  ptyalifm  was 
occafioned  by  a  diminifhed  fecretion  of  urine 
in  the  kidneys,  or  from  the  retention  of  it  af¬ 
ter  getting  in  the  bladder,  is  very  uncertain. 
The  pain  in  her  back  and  loins  has  been  very 
conftant  for  many  weeks  and  (lie  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  luffer  fo  much  from  retained  urine  in 
the  bladder  as  might  be  expefted  confidering 
that  fhe  feldom  voids  it  in  the  natural  way. 
It  however  docs  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that,  the 
difehargesof  her  ftomach  and  fauces  are  urinous. 

Whether 
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Whether  in  thefe  cafes,  the  urine  pafTes 
back  into  the  fyftem  by  percolation,  or  inverts 
the  courfe  of  circulation  in  the  urinary  lym¬ 
phatics,  may  be  matter  of  doubt  with  many, 
though  I  am  decidedly  of  the  latter  opinion, 
from  what  I  have  obferved  in  more  inftances 
than  one  of  this  kind.  In  the  above  related 
cafe,  I  never  could  difcover  the  leaf):  fmell  of 
urine  in  her  fweat  or  perfpiration. 

One  more  circumftance  in  the  cafe  of  the 
firft  girl  appears  worthy  of  particular  notice, 
as  it  tends  ftrongly  to  evince  the  extraordinary 
power  of  the  abforbing  vefiels  of  her  mouthy 
cefophagus  and  Jlomach ,  fmce  it  appears  that, 
fhe  was  fupported  for  ten  weeks  at  a  time  in  no 
other  way  but  that  of  abforption  ;  as  fhe  never 
kept  any  nourifhment  on  her  ftomach  for  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  eatinm  fiurinp- 

o  o 

the  above  mentioned  period,  before  a  vomiting 
enfued,  and  continued  till  her  ftomach  was  to 
appearance  entirely  evacuated. 


ARTICLE 
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HIJlory  of  a  fecond,  or  fuppofd  fecond  Small - 

Pox. 

By  EDWARD  WITHERS,  Surgeon,  NEW¬ 
BURY,  BERKSHIRE,  and  C.  M.  S. 

Read  February  6,  1752. 

% 

Mr.  Richard  Langford,  a  Farmer  of  Well 
Shefford,  in  this  county,  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  when  about  a  month  old  had  the  fmall- 
pox,  at  a  time  when  three  others  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  underwent  the  fame  difeafe,one  of  whom, 
a  lervant  man,  died  with  it.  Mr.  Langford's 
countenance  was  ftrongly  indicative  of  the 
malignity  of  the  diflemper,  his  face  being  fo 
remarkably  pitted  and  feamed,  as  to  attract 
the  notice  of  all  who  faw  him,  fo  that  no  one 
could  entertain  a  doubt  about  his  having  had 
that  difeafe  in  the  1110ft  inveterate  manner  ; 
moreover,  it  was  ufual  for  him  alfo,  when¬ 
ever  the  lmall  pox  happened  among  the  poor 

of 
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fct  his  parifh,  to  attend  and  affift  in  accom¬ 
modating  them  with  all  neceffaries. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1775,  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  this  perfon,from  whom  I  learned,  that  about 
a  fortnight  before,  on  overheating  himfelf,  he 
became  indifpofed,  and  continued  fo  for  two 
days,  when  he  became  well,  and  had  continued 
fo  until  the  day  before  I  faw  him ;  when  lie 
was  feized  with  chills,  pain  of  his  back  and 
head,  &c.  &c.  with  confiderable  degree  of  fe¬ 
ver.  I  directed  for  him  fuch  medicines  as  cir- 
cumftances  indicated,  on  vifiting  him  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  I  found  him  much  the  fame,  and 
I  dire&ed  a  continuance  of  his  aperient  and 
febrifuge  medicines.  I  faw  him  again  ear¬ 
ly  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  when  his  fe¬ 
ver  was  fomewhat  abated,  and  indeed  a  miti¬ 
gation  of  all  his  fymptoms.  The  fucceeding 
day  I  found  him  flill  better,  but  complaining 
of  a  ra(h,  which  the  family  then  informed  me, 
they  had  perceived  very  early  the  morning  before, 
but  which  they  forgot  to  mention  to  me,  and 
which  had  efcaped  my  notice,  his  chamber  be- 

t 

ing  a  very  dark  one. 

Onexamining  this  eruption,  which  was  now 
not  limited  to  his  face  alone,  but  extended  to 
his  arms,  breaft,  and  body,  its  appearance  fo 

much 
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much  rcfemblcd  the  Small  Pox,  that  I  told  the 
family  I  fhould  not  have  hefitated  in  pronounc¬ 
ing  it  to  be  fo,  if  his  having  had  that  diftem- 
pcr  had  not  been  fo  notorious.  The  next  day 
the  eruption  was  univerfal ;  his  throat  alfo 
which  he  had  complained  of  the  day  before, 
was  now  become  more  troublefomc,  and  indeed 
every  other  appearance  fo  much  favored  the 
idea  of  the  diieafe  being  variolous,  as  to  in¬ 
duce  me  to  give  the  moft  decided  opinion  of  its 
being  fo,  and  to  defire  that  there  might  be  no 
communication,  or  intercourfe  with  any  of  his 
friends,  who  had  not  had  that  difeale.  This 
opinion  was  ridiculed,  and  confequently  but 
little  attention  paid  to  the  precaution.  In  the 
progrefs  of  this  cafe,  the  advancement  of  the 
puftules,  the  fwelling  of  the  face  and  head, 
and  that  fmell  peculiar  to  the  difeafe,  as  well 
as  every  other  circumftance,  (till  more  and 
more  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  had 
given. 

Reflecting  on  the  Angularity  of  the  cafe,  I 
defired  on  the  eighth  day  from  the  invafion, 
that  a  phyfician  might  vifit  him,  accordingly 
Dr.  Collet, then  a  refident  in  this  place,  was  de¬ 
fired  to  fee  him  ;  confidering  how  neceflary 
it  was  that  the  nature  of  this  cafe  fhould  be 

inveftigated 
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inveftigated  in  the  fulleft  manner,  I  requefted 
Dr.  Hulbert,  a  Phyfician  of  eminence  here, 
would  attend  with  Dr.  Collet,  on  my  own  ac¬ 
count.  This  meafure  appeared  to  me  the 
more  neceflary,  as  the  whole  neighbourhood 
held  my  opinion  in  contempt ;  even  Dr.  Hul- 
bert,  to  whom  the  Patient  was  well  known, 
laughed  at  my  idea  of  its  being  fmall-pox  ; 
however,  both  thofe  gentlemen,  on  viliting 
the  Patient,  pronounced  it  to  be  fo.  As  the 
patient  himfelf  never  could  be  reconciled  to 
the  opinion  of  his  cafe  being  fmall-pox,  he 
was  dilinclined  to  purfue  the  means  recom¬ 
mended,  and  his  furrounding  friends  being  of 
the  fame  opinion  were  the  lefs  inclined  to  en¬ 
force  the  ule  of  them,  and  Dr,  Hulbert  (though 
defirous  of  continuing  his  attendance  without 
any  fee)  was  difmifted  after  his  fecond  vifit. 
Under  thefe  difadvantages  he  had  but  an  indif¬ 
ferent  chance  of  recovery  from  a  bad  confluent 
diftemper ;  he  died  on  the  twenty-firft  day 
from  the  feizure. 

Four  of  the  flimilv,  as  alfo  a  lifter  of  the 
patient’s,  to  whom  the  difeafe  was  conveyed  by 
her  fon’s  viliting  his  uncle,  falling  down  with 
the  fmall-pox,  fully  fatisfied  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  which 
V  ol.  IV.  P  nothing 
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nothing  fhort  of  this  would  have  done  :  the 
filter  died. 

This  cafe  was  thought  fo  extraordinary  a 
one,  as  to  induce  the  redtor  of  the  parish, 
to  record  the  particulars  of  it  in  the  parifh 
vegifter. 


Nctvhury, 
March  20,  1791. 


EDWARD  WITHERS. 
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Medical  society  of  London. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 


Some  Account  of  Anguflura  Bark „ 

By  J.  C.  LElTSOM,  M.  D.  &c. 

Read  August  27,  1792. 

•  « 

Averse  as  I  am  from  augmenting  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  materia  medica,  I  am  encouraged  to 
offer  fome  remarks,  which  have  refulted  from 
numerous  trials  of  the  Angultura  Bark.  The 
firft  writers  on  this  vegetable,  in  this  country, 
were  A.  Brande  Efq.  of  London,  and  G.  Wil- 
kinfon.  Surgeon,  of  Sunderland,  in  the  nth 
volume  of  the  London  Medical  Journal : 
their  remarks,  confldering  how  little  we  then 
knew  of  its  virtues,  afford  a  proof  of  much 
practical  obfervation.  The  former  has  en¬ 
larged  our  knowledge  of  its  virtues,  by  his 
own  remarks,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  his  cor- 
refpondents.  If  in  adding  my  obfervations 
on  the  fubjeft,  I  offer  no  difcovery,  they  are 
at  leaf!:  the  refulc  of  experience ;  if  I  place  it 
in  no  new  point  of  view,  I  may  have  eftablifh- 
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ed  opinions  that  perhaps  required  the  aid  of 
collateral  experience. 

Every  medical  pra&itioner,  who  has  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  Anguftura  Bark,  applauds  its  vir¬ 
tues,  in  dyfenterick  affections  in  general ;  thefe, 
indeed,  in  theircommon  fympathic  occurrence, 
are  either  falutary,  as  conducive  to  the  remo¬ 
val  of  fome  previous  difeafe,  or  if  idiopathic, 
areufually  obviated,  without  any  confiderable 
danger,  by  well  known  and  long  eftablifhed 
remedies,  except,  indeed,  in  fome  epidemic 
dyfentcries,  which  occasionally  occur,  under 
certain  circumftances  in  the  conffitutions  of 
the  obicCts  themfelves,  or  in  the  air,  which 
have  been  marked  by  their  malignancy  and  fata¬ 
lity.  In  thefe  cafes  I  have  yet  had  no  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  effefts  of  this  Bark,  as  fuperior  to 
anv  other  remedy,  and  upon  which  its  credit 
might  be  effablilhed.  In  the  following  hifto- 
ries,  however,  which  I  (hall  relate,  it  appears 
to  me,  to  poflefs  curative  qualities  fo  peculiar 
to  itfelf,  as  to  entitle  it  to  a  luperiority  over 
any  other  medicine,  hitherto  ufually  ern- 

Every  perfon  converfant  with  practice  muff: 
have  obferved,  in  fevers  of  the  low,  nervous, 
and  putrid  kinds,  that  a  certain  period  fre- 
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quently  exifts,  in  which  peculiar  difficulty  in 
the  treatment  is  prefented.  It  is  that  hate 
near  the  crifis,  when  the  fever  fliall  hill  pre¬ 
dominate,  with  fhort  remiffions,  and  yet  the 


proftration  of  ftrength  fliall  be  fo  considerable, 
as  to  threaten  the  exiftence  of  the  patient. 
Before  I  was  acquainted  with  the  Anguftura, 
I  have  fometimes,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
adminiftered  an  infufion  of  quaffia  with  white 
vitriol ;  but  oftener,  a  decodtion  of  fnakeroot. 
In  many  of  the  nervous  fevers  in  this  great 
city,  with  proflration  of  ftrength,  there  are 
prof  ufe  fweats,  either  partial  or  general,  with¬ 
out  being  critical ;  thefe  more  efpecially  oc¬ 
cur  in  autumn,  when  with  heat  there  has  been 
a  rainy  fummer  $  and  when  at  the  fame  time 
the  victims  have  been  perfons  of  a  lax  fibre, 
and  of  a  thoughtful  hypochondriacal  difpofi- 
tion. — The  Peruvian  Bark  under  thefe  cir¬ 
cumftances,  has  neither  obviated  the  fever,  nor 
retrieved  the  debility  ;  the  fnakeroot  is  apt  to 
augment  the  fweats,  and  weaken  thereby  the 
fyftem  it  was  intended  to  fupport.  The  emer¬ 
gency  calls  for  fome  immediate  tonic,  befides 
wine  and  other  fermented  cordials  ;  and  here, 

I  now  prefer  the  Anguftura  Bark  to  quaffia  and 
zinc,  However,  under  circumftances  of  great 
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debility  in  this  period  of  fever,  where  the 
fkin  is  dry,  I  think  1  can  fpeak  from  experi- 
enceof  the  fingular  utility  of  fnakcroot  with 
or  without  an  anodyne  ;  both  in  the  nervous 

and  putrid  fever.  On  this  fubjed  I  will  make 

*  %  * 

a  digreffion  to  Rate  the  mode  I  have  often 
°  . 

found  advantageous,  of  which  the  following 

•  *  #  »  »  •  •  '•  *  •  •  , 

is  the  formula, 

•  *  * 

R  Radic.  Serpcntar. 

Con  fed.  Damocrat.  a.  3ij, 

Aa.  caLdae.  S.ii, 

i 

Fada  unica  ebullitione  ;  eolentur  5v|, 

,  <  .  4.  •  1  ^  k 

.  R  Liquor.  Colati.  3ifs. 

Pulv,  Rad.  Serpent.  3ifs 

i 

mifee  f.  hauft.  4  tis  hor.  fum. 

I  mention  this  to  introduce  again  into  no¬ 
tice  the  Conf.  Damocr.  now  an  exploded  me¬ 
dicine,  which  belides  the  circumftances  I  have 

r  •  ^  #  * 

related,  appears  to  me  an  important  article. 

Salt  of  hartfhorn, 

'  ‘ 

cordial  ftimulant. 

% 

I  have  known,  howeyer,  that  after  every  pre- 
caution,  thefe  fevers  run  on  without  any  criiis 
as  long  as  twenty-one  days,  and  if  by  that  ex¬ 
tent  no  critical  appearance  occur,  local  deter¬ 
mination 


may  be  ufefully  added  as  a 


mination  ufually  enfues ;  fometimcs  to  the 
brain,  and  often  to  the  abdomen.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter,  the  abdomen  becomes  tumefied,  and  if 
long  obftrudied,  the  fever  ufually  terminates  fa¬ 
tally.  In  the  typhus,  with  this  determination, 
instead  of  conftipation,  often  violent  dyfen- 
terick  fymptoms,  with  bloody  ftools,  clofe  the 
fcene. 

i 

It  is  not  my  view  here  to  point  out  the  re¬ 
medies  in  the  different  ffadia  of  fever;  but 

* 

merely  to  defcribe  that  flate  werein  the  Anguf- 
tura  is  peculiarly  eligible  ;  and  if  any  remedy 
from  experience  merits  encomium  it  is  this,  in 
this  particular  dreadful  determination  in  nerv¬ 
ous  and  putrid  fevers.  In  proof  various  in¬ 
stances  might  be  adduced  ;  but  the  following 
cafe  of  typhus  I  fihall  alone  feled:. 

CASE  IP 

E.  Morris,  a  young  woman  full  thirty  years 
of  age,  was  attacked  with  the  ufual  fymptoms 
pf  Typhus,  with  petechias,  in  September  1791. 
On  the  twenty- third  day  afterwards  which  was 
the  x  6th  day  of  October,  I  firft  vifited  the  pa¬ 
tient,  Mr.  Bidlake  who  had  attended  her,  had 

P  4  treated 
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treated  her  as  far  as  I  could  learn  with  care  and 
propriety.  On  the  twenty-firft  he  expected 
the  fever  to  turn  ;  it  was  fo  moderate,  at  the 
fame  time  the  patient’s  Strength  was  fo  im- 
menfely  funk,  that  he  now  gave  the  bark  free¬ 
ly  with  the  vitriolick  acid,  and  added  an  opi¬ 
ate  to  check  a  diarrhxa  wrhich  had  juft  com¬ 
menced.  No  advantage  refulted  ;  the  evacu¬ 
ations  became  bloody,  and  in  large  quantities. 
When  I  faw  her  the  fymptoms  of  putrefcency 
were  great — petechia;  with  vibices  were  nu¬ 
merous,  the  pulfe  was  lcarcely  perceptible,  and 
the  face  beginning  to  appear  hippocratic — wine 
had  been  ordered  in  aid  of  the  cortex — but  the 
doody  difeharges  counterbalanced  every  effort 
to  raife  the  finking  patient. — A  recovery  I 
did  not  expert ;  but  I  knew  of  no  better  me¬ 
dicine  than  the  following,  which  I  pre¬ 
scribed. 

R  Cortic.  Anguflura?  3ij. 

Cinnamon# 

Aq.  calida?.  gix.  coque  ad  gvj.  cola^ 
turae. — 

R  Liquor.  Colati.  gifs. 

Tindt.  Cinnam.  3j. 

- Thebaic  gut.  iij. 


Syr. 
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Syr.  Tolutan.  3J.  m.  fiat  hauft.  tertia 
quaq.  bora  fum. 

On  the  17th  I  ordered  the  draughts  to  be 
continued  with  two  drops  only  of  thebaic 
tindlure  in  each;  after  premifing  the  following, 
the  dyfentery  being  rather  diminifhed  ; 

R  Ol.  lini.  fine  igne  3ij. 

Mucil.  Arabic. 

Aq.  diftill.  a  3^. 

Vini  rhej.  3j. 

Syr.  tolutan.  3fs*  m.  f.  hauft. 

On  the  1 8  th  the  dyfentery  was  lelfened, 
and  the  ftrength  improved.  The  Anguftura 
draughts  were  continued  every  four  hours. 

On  the  19th  the  dyfentery  ceafed,  but  fome 
degree  of  fever  having  returned  I  ordered  a 
grain  of  ipecacoan.  to  be  taken  three  times  in 
the  day,  in  a  faline  abforbent  draught,  and  on 
the  next  day  I  left  my  patient  every  way  re¬ 
covering — and  ^ince,  fhe  has  continued  well. 

A  more  hazardous  inftance  of  recovery  un¬ 
der  the  ufe  of  the  Anguftura,  I  never  experi¬ 
enced  ;  but  I  have  leen  feveral  morbid  dyfen- 

teries  not  very  diflimilar,  but  in  excefs,  re¬ 
lieved 


lieved  by  this  bark,  the  detail  of  which  would 
extend  this  paper  beyond  mydefign. 

1  here  is  a  ipecies  of  habitual  diarrhnea  in 
which  I  have  often  fecn  its  falutary  effects : 
the  following  hiftory,  communicated  to  me  by 
]the  patient  him  ft  If,  will  explain  its  nature, 
and  in  fome  meafure  its  frequent  fource. 

(CASE-  II. 

In  the  month  of  Odtober,  of  the  year 
1788,  he  arrived  in  Virginia,  well  and  hearty, 
for  a  man  at  the  age  of  fixty-one,  who  had 
encountered  the  various  climates  of  America, 
the  Weft-Indies  and  Africa.  At  the  time 

of  his  arrival  he  was  rather  coftive  in  his  body, 

# 

and  was  obliged  to  take  fomethirig  to  open  it, 
and  during  the  winter,  he  continued  in  good 
health,  as  alfo  in  the  fpring  ;  but  when  the 
violent  heats  of  the  fummer  fucceeded,  lie  was 
exceedingly  relaxed,  and  then  came  on  the 
diarrhaea  which  is  now  his  prcfcnt  complaint. 
Whether  this  difordcr  arife  from  the  violence 
of  the  heat,  the  impurity  of  the  air'  or  the 
badnels  of  the  water,  he  cannot  prefume  tQ 
decide ;  but  the  fituation  of  the  place  has 

operated 
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operated  in  the  fame  manner  upon  many  other 
individuals,  as  it  has  fo  frequently  done  upon 
him  ;  and  by  a  removal  to  a  change  of  water^ 
and  a  more  elevated  ftation,  their  health  has 
been  perfectly  reftored.  Lime-ftone  foil  was 
particularly  recommended  to  dwell  chiefly  on 
in  cafes  of  this  kind." 

“  After  the  American  war  he  returned  to  his 
family  in  the  year  1785,  in  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  from  whom  he  had  been  abfent  ten  year s, 
and  during  that  winter  he  enjoyed  his  health  ; 
but  when  the  fummer  returned,  he  was  taken 
fo  bad  with  this  very  diforder,  that  he  was 

obliged  to  quit  the  continent  of  America, 

_  > 

and  return  to  Europe,  after  redding  there  only 

ten  months." 

“  From  the  feverity  of  thefe  attacks  upon 
his  conftitution,  of  which  the  above  is  a  very 
concife  account,  together  with  what  he  for¬ 
merly  fuffered  thirty  years  ago,  it  appears  that 
it  is  importable  for  him  to  enjoy  his  health 
there.  The  land  is  low  and  level,  abounding 
with  marfhes  and  uncleared  lands,  the  vapours 
from  which,  in  the  hot  weather,  muft  certainly 
affedt  the  air  to  a  very  great  degree,  as  putrid 
fevers  are  very  common  in  thofe  leafons." 


too 
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“  Tlie  water  is  exceedingly  bad  and  brack- 
ifti,  not  only  there,  but  in  all  the  lower  parts 
of  the  country  near  the  Tea.’’ 

When  I  firlt  faw  the  patient  in  the  fummer 
of  1791,  although  he  had  been  feveral  months 
in  England,  the  diarrhaea  continued  fo  violent, 
as  gradually  to  undermine  more  and  more  his  • 
conftitution ;  he  was  become  emaciated,  debi¬ 
litated,  and  highly  dyfpeplious.  He  had  ta¬ 
ken  in  fuitable  dofes,  the  Peruvian  Bark,  Co¬ 
lombo,  and  opium,  occafionally,  for  fome  time 
before  the  decodlion  of  the  Anguftura  Bark 
was  exhibited,  in  the  mode  before  related.  I 
alfo  recommended  the  following  pills ; 

% 

R  Rad.  rhab.  opt.  9j. 

Nucis  mofeh.  Bfs.  fimul  parum  toft, 
et.  pulv. 

Conf.  opiatx  3ij.  Syr.  papav.  alb.  q.  f. 
f.  in  pil.  xvj.  capt.  ij.  alternis  noc- 
tibus, 

Thefe  were  continued  about  a  month,  when 
he  was  fo  well  as  to  render  the  ufe  of  medicine 
no  longer  requilite;  which  was  not,  however, 
inftantly,  but  gradually  relinquilhed,  and  he 
continues,  as  far  as  I  know,  perfedtly  well. 


case 
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CASE  III. 

/  < 

About  the  fame  period  I  had  a  fimilar  but 
aggravated  cafe,  under  my  care,  of  J.  P.  Efq. 
from  the  Eaft-Indies.  He  had  acquired  an 
habitual  diarrhoea,  about  twelve  months,  be¬ 
fore  the  conl'equent  decay  of  his  health  in¬ 
duced  him  to  abandon,  his  profpedts  there,  to 
feek  relief  in  Europe.  He  enjoyed  frefh  food 
during  his  voyage,  but  he  arrived  here,  with 
the  fame  difeafe,  which  had  reduced  him  to  the 
moft  emaciated  ftate  of  body,  and  to  a  degree 
of  debility  that  threatened  the  extinction  of 
life.  I  adopted  a  limilar  plan,  but  with  a 
more  copious  ufe  of  opium,  a  remedy  he  had 
been  habituated  to.  He  grew  fo  well  in 
a  few  weeks,  as  to  be  enabled  to  vifit*  Wales, 
his  native  foil,  where,  I  believe,  he  now  relides  in 

health.  This  kind  of  diarrhea  is  not  unfre-- 

% 

quent  in  perfons  who  have  long  refided  in 
warm  climate's,;  efpecially  when  the  ftomach 
and  inteftinal  canal  have  been  weakened  by  the 
ufe  of  fpirits ;  or  by  the  predifponent  caufes 
of  relaxation  from  particular  fituatiora  or  ftate 
of  the  air.  : 

In 
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In  delicate  children,  who  have  acquired  d 
conliderable  degree  of  tumefcence  of  the  bel¬ 
ly,  arifing  from  a  morbid  enlargement  of  the 
mefenteric  glands,  a  fetid  diarrhoea  is  fre¬ 
quently  a  concomitant.  They  become  more 
and  more  pallid  ;  the  flefli  of  the  lower  and  up¬ 
per  extremities  and  neck,  fhrink  and  feel  flab¬ 
by,  whilft  the  belly  continues  to  augment  in 
fize  and  hardnefs. 

In  fuch  inftances,  which  often  occur  in  this 
city,  I  have  found  the  Anguflura  Bark, the  belt 
tonic  medicine.  As  a  deobftruent,  calomel 
is  given  every  night,  with  the  compound 
powder  of  tragacanth  ;  the  belly  is  foment¬ 
ed  with  the  common  fotus,  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  Anguflura  in  deccxflion  may  be 
given  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  At  the  fame  time, 
a  few  drops  of  laudanum  may  be  added,  if  the 
diarrhsea  be  urgent.  Sometimes  the  Tindt. 
ferri  may  be  alfo  added  to  the  decodtion  with 
advantage. 

When  the  meafles  have  attacked  children 
of  this  defeription  of  belly,  who  had  prima¬ 
rily  no  diarrhxa,  this  difeafe  is  very  liable 
to  fupervene  towards  the  clofe  of  the  mea¬ 
fles.  I  he  preceding  plan  is  likewife  appli¬ 
cable  here  :  in  either  cafe  but  particularly 
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in  the  latter,  the  aid  of  a  gentle  emetic  of 
ipecacuanha,  may  be  ufefully  adopted. 

There  are  fome  perfons  of  both  fexes  tem¬ 
perate  in  every  refpeft,  who  from  unknown 
fources,  though  not  unfrequently  after  fevere 
parturition,  acquire  an  habitual  diarrhea. 
They  are  indeed  not  very  ill,  as  they  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  tranfafting  the  ufual  concerns  of  life* 
but  they  are  generally  debilitated,  and  eafily 
fatigued.  It  is  rarely  that  this  habitual  ftate 
can  be  totally  cured,  and  indeed  I  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  it  could  be  fafely  done ;  but  it  may  be  fo 
moderated,  as  to  afford  very  little  inconveni¬ 
ence,  by  the  ufe  of  Anguftura,  and  now  and 
then  the  intervention  of  a  few  grains  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  joined  with  .cinnamon,  or  any  other 
Warm  aromatic. 

In  cafes  of  menorrhagia,  connected  with 
debility  and  relaxation,  I  have  given  this  ve¬ 
getable  with  fuccefs,  joined  with  opium,  and 
fometimes  with  the  tinftura  ferri.  In  a  dif- 
charge  of  this  kind  depending  upon  plethoric 
difpofition,  I  never  exhibited  it,  nor  is  it  pro¬ 
bable  that  any  benefit  would  refill  t,- 
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CASE  IV. 

I  had  juft  finifhed  the  foregoing  curfory  re¬ 
marks,  when  the  following  cafe  came  under 
my  attention.  In  wounds  or  abfcefles,  under 
a  difpofition  to  gangrene,  or  where  the  dif- 
charge  is  ichorous  ;  dependence  has  long  been 
placed,  and  defervedly  on  the  Peruvian  Bark; 
and  I  did  not  conceive  an  inftance  could  occur, 
wherein  any  other  tonic  and  antifeptic  would 

beneficially  fuperfede  it.  Lady  P - ,  the 

fubjedl  of  the  prefent  hiftory,  was  delivered 
of  her  firft  child,  about  the  20th  of  July  1792; 
fiie  underwent  a  fevere  labour  of  a  ftill-born 
child  ;  but  file  continued  favourably  recover¬ 
ing,  till  the  9th  day,  when  after  the  accefllon 
of  rigors,  and  fome  degree  of  heat,  a  tumor 
was  felt  on  the  enfuing  day  in  perina?o,  and  on 
the  2nd  of  Auguft,  it  difeharged  a  full  pint  of 
matter  well  concocted  :  The  bark  was  ordered 
in  deco&ion  every  five  hours,  and  no  unplea- 
fant  fymptom  intervened  till  the  4th,  when  I 
found  the  pulfe  funk  ;  the  appetite  which  had 
hitherto  been  fufficient,  had  ceafed  ;  a  diar¬ 
rhoea  had  enfued,  and  the  difeharge  became 
ichorous  and  fetid.  I  was  alfo  infqrmed  by 

the 
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the  nurfe  that  a  fwelling  had  extended  over 
the  abdomen  and  had  particularly  affedted  the 
groins  ;  and  that  on  prefting  the  abdomen,  a 
large  ichorous  difeharge  iffued  from  the  abfeefs 
in  pe'rinaeo. 

Alarmed  with  thefe  fymptoms,  I  confider- 
ed  what  might  prove  the  beft  lubftitu'te  for  the 
Peruvian  Bark  ;  which  appeared  to  pafs  off 
by  ftool,  and  probably  even  kept  up  the  diar-* 
rhaea.  I  had  previoufly  tried  laudanum,  with¬ 
out  any  good  effedt ;  and  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  I  ordered  the  Anguftura  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner. 

R  Decodti  Anguftura  -A fs* 

•  ^  1 

Tmdt.  cort.  Peruv. 

- cinnamom. 

Syr.  cort.  aurant.  a.  3fs. 

Tind:.  thebaic,  gut.  iy.  f.  haufL 
6tis.  horis  fumenduS, 

On  the  5th  of  Auguft,  I  found  the  diar¬ 
rhoea  confiderably  abated,  the  ichorous  dif¬ 
eharge  leffened,  and  the  appetite  returned. 
The  tumefcence  of  the  abdomen  and  groins 
was  nearly  fubfided ;  the  fame  medicine  was 
continued.  On  the  7th  there  was  very  little 

Vol.  IV.  CO  difeharge 
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difcharge  in  perinreo,  every  other  fymptom  had 
ceafed  ;  and  as  no  alvine  evacuation  had  taken 
place  for  the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  I  ordered 
a  little  magnefia  to  be  given,  but  as  the  draughts 
had  been  fo  falutary,  I  advifed  their  continu¬ 
ance  a  few  days  longer.  I  did  not  think  future 
attendance  now  requifite. 

There  are  certain  periods  of  difeafes,  when 
fudden  and  unexpected  changes  arife,  at  the 
very  moment  of  apprehended  danger :  per¬ 
haps  this  favourable  turn  might  be  referred  to 

fuch  a  circumftance,  on  account  of  the  ex- 

0 

traordinary  change  which  followed  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  Anguftura.  However  this  may 
be  in  the  prefent  inftance,  I  have  candidly  re¬ 
lated  the  fads  ;  future  inquiries  muft  decide 
upon  their  application. 


case  V, 


About  this  period  alfo  the  following  cafes, 
came  under  my  obfervation,  which  as  they 
tend  to  elucidate  the  properties  of  Anguftura 
Bark,  I  am  encouraged  to  relate  them. 

P.  D.  Efq.  of  Weft-hill,  was  naturally  of 
a  leucophlegmatic  habit  5  and  although  a  gen¬ 
tleman 
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tleman  of  uniform  temperance,  was  ufuallv 
drowfy  after  meals,  and  fometimes  overcome 
with  fleepinefs  even  when  walking,  but  he 
was  otherwife  healthy,  and  was  capable  of 
tranfadting  extenfive  bufinefs. 

In  the  fummer  of  1792,  then  in  his  47th 
year,  he  began  to  feel  extreme  tendernefs  and 
weaknefs  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  at 
length  became  incapable  of  walking.  To¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  I  was  confult- 
ed,  I  found  the  toes  of  both  feet  very  cold, 
but  he  faid,  he  had  always  been  liable  to  cold 
feet ;  the  toes  however  were  fufceptible  of 
feeling  even  moderate  prefliire,  and  the  pulfe 
was  full  and  ftrong  :  at  this  time  he  had  fome 
cough,  and  was  hoarfe,  but  thefe  were  dimh* 
nifhed  in  confequence  of  loflng  eight  ounces 
of  blood,  which  his  furgeon,  M.  Malden,  had 
taken  from  his  arm,  and  which  he  informed 
me  was  very  fizy*  The  left  foot  had  a  flight 
inflammation,  and  as  the  patient  had  laboured 
tinder  the  gout  fome  years  ago,  I  was  deflrous 
of  promoting  this  rednefs  of  the  limb  by  fti- 
mulants. 

The  emplaftrum  ladani,  with  a  third  part 
of  the  veficatorium,  were  applied  in  a  plafter 

0^2  -  tQ 


MEMOIRS  or  THE 


5oS 

to  the  back  of  each  foot ;  and  internally  the 
bark  was  exhibited  in  fiib fiance. 

The  philters  produced  veiication,  but  r*> 
encreafed  energy  in  the  feet ;  warm  fomenta¬ 
tions  were  likewife  applieJ,  and  bottles  filled 
with  warm  water,  to  the  legs ;  but  whenever 
warmth  was  applied  to  any  part  of  the  lower 
extremities,  he  complained  of  excruciating 
pain,  particularly  of  the  center  of  each  foot, 
as  if  a  tranfverfe  fedtion  Had  been  made ;  nc- 
verthclefs,  he  was  perfuaded  to  fubmit  to  thefe 
applications,  and  to  a  warm  poultice,  of  the 
pulvis  cymini  and  beer  grounds,  joined  with 
the  decodlion  of  the  common  fotus. 

The  Peruvian  Bark  in  whatever  form  it  w’as 
given,  whether  in  extradl,  decodlion,  or  pow¬ 
der,  encreafed  a  diarrhoea,  to  which  he  was  ha¬ 
bitually  rather  difpofed,  although  the  confedtio 
opiata  was  added,  and  afterwards  the  cxtrac- 
tum  thebaicum,  to  the  extent  of  fix  grains  in 
the  24  hours.  The  pulfe  for  a  full  week  kept 
between  90  and  100.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  the  back  of  each  foot  to  the  extent  of 
the  warm  plaflers  put  on  a  dark  afpedt ;  the 
flulli  on  the  foot  difappeared,  and  tlie  feet  felt 
colder  if  pofiible  to  the  touch  and  poflefTed 
kls  lenilbility  •  the  tongue  was  rather  dry,  but 

the 
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the  third:  moderate..  As  the  diarrhoea  increas¬ 
ed,  a  warm  cordial  draught  was  given  without 
the  bark,  and  one  bottle  of  wine  was  con- 
fumed  in  a  day,  fometimes  more  ;  the  patient 
could  not  take  folids,  but  had  about  two  quarts 
of  rich  foups  and  jellies  in  every  twenty-four 
hours. 

About  the  tenth  of  September,  all  other 
fymptoms  being  much  the  fame,  except  the 
diarrhaea,  which  was  fomewhat  diminifhed  ; 
and  a  difpofition  to  fuppuration  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  fphacelus.of  the  back  of  each  foot 
appearing;  W.Blizard,  furgeon  of  the  London 

Hofpital,  was  confulted  ;  and  Mr.  Whitfield, 

\ 

of  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital  flept  in  the  houfe  to 
be  always  near  the  patient. 

It  was  concluded  to  encreafe  the  wane  to 
two  bottles  of  red  pore  a  day,  to  continue  the 
fomentation  night  and  morning,  and  to  the 
cataplafms  four  ounces  of  black  pepper  wrere 
added,  and  the  exhibition  of  Peruvian  Bark 
was  again  recommended,  with  feven  grains  of 
thebaic  extract  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

About  the  1 6th  Dr.  Auftin  alfo  attended. 
The  fiime  external  applications  were  continued, 
the  bark  again  proved  laxative,  a  warm  cordi¬ 
al  draught  was  fubftituted,  and  the  fame  quan- 

CL  3  tic7 
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tity  of  opium  and  wine  admitted.  The  pul fe 
was  now  ufually  about  108  ;  the  countenance 
of  the  patient  appeared  much  the  lame  as  in 
health  ;  the  cough  and  hoarfenefs  had  ceafed* 
It  fhould  be  remarked,  that  before  I  attended,  a 
bliftcr  had  been  applied  to  the  back,  and  fe- 
veral  fmall  boils  had  appeared  after  it  was  heal¬ 
ed,  and  more  coniiderablc  ones  on  different 
parts  of  the  back,  which  were  all  now  in  a 
fair  way  of  healing. 

On  the  left  leg,  about  two  inches  above  the 
ancle,  a  fuppuration  had  enfued,  which  was 
alfo  in  a  healing  flate.  The  toes  remained 
very  cold,  and  as  the  poultice  feemed  rather 
to  add  to  it,  after  a  certain  period,  that  is 
when  its  warmth  fubiided,  it  was  agreed  to 
apply  lint  dipped  in  turpentine,  and  balfam 
copaivi,  efpecially  where  fuppuration  had  com¬ 
menced  ;  the  liniraentum  camphor#  was  ufed 
with  fridtions  to  the  legs  to  promote  circula¬ 
tion  and  energy. 

This  plan  of  proceeding  was  continued  till 
the  26th  of  September,  when  the  fuppuration 
did  not  appear  quite  fo  favourable,  the  diar¬ 
rhea,  though  leffened,was  evidently  debilitating, 
the  fame  quantity  of  nourifhment  was  happi¬ 
ly  taken,  and  now  and  then  a  Angle  mouthful 

of 
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of  meat.  Throughout  my  attendance  he  was 
liable  to  fweats,  and  now  they  appeared  to 
augment. 

We  knew  no  dependence  could  be  placed 
on  the  Peruvian  Bark,  and  now  concluded  to 
give  the  following  combination  of  Anguftura 
Bark  and  Snakeroot. 

•  •  *  ■  t 

r  ’  w 

r  Cort.  Anguftura 

Rad,  Serpentar.  a.  gij. 

Aquas  gviij.  coque  ad  jvj  co- 
laturse. 

r  Liquoris,  colati.  3ifs. 

Tindt.  Serpentar.  jfs. 

. - Thebaic,  gut.  x, 

Conf.  opiat.  9fs. 

- Aromat,  ^j.  m.  ft.  hauf- 

tus  quarta  quaque  hora  fumendus. 

R  Extr.  Thebaic,  gran.  j\ 

Pulv.  Ipecac.  gr-  >j- 
Conf.  Arom.  q.  f.  ft.  In  pH.  om. 
node  et  mane  iumenda. 

On  the  29th  when  we  vifited  the  patient, 

the  fphacelus  appeared  more  favourable  j  he 

haa 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


tli 

had  pafled  only  two  rtools  in  twenty-four* 
hours,  although  the  opium  had  been  diminifh- 
ed  to  about  five  grains  in  this  period,  and  pre- 
vioufly  eight  grains  had  not  reduced  the  diar¬ 
rhoea.  The  fame  plan  was  continued.  The 
pulfe  was  9 6. 

On  the  2nd  of  Odtober,  our  patient  had 

not  parted  more  than  one  ftool  in  twenty-four 

hours,  although  the  refident  furgeon  had  di- 

miniihed  the  opium  to  about  three  grains. 

The  patient  in  his  ufual  health  was  habituated 

to  have  two  or  three  evacuations  a  day. 

- 

We  gave  the  ipecacoanha  pill  only  at  bed 
time  and  omitted  the  tindtura  thebaica  in  the 
draught,  with  directions  to  avoid  any  other  opi¬ 
ate.  The  fphacelus  proceeded  favourably,  and 
we  began  to  hope,  that  although  the  patient 
might  lofe  the  half  of  each  foot,  as  the  toes  ap¬ 
peared  void  of  circulation  and  warmth,  his  life 
might  be  preferved.  W.  Blizard  having  jo b- 
ferved  that  he  had  experienced  good  effedts 
from  the  external  ufe  of  Anguftura,  in  morti¬ 
fications,  which  he  had  not  obferved  from 
Peruvian  Bark,  and  which  he  aferibed  to  an 
aroma  or  warmth  in  the  former,  it  was  agreed 
to  make  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  it,  and  with  ad¬ 
dition  of  tincture  of  myrrh,  to  wafli  frequent- 
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]y  the  parts  kid  bare  around  the  fphacela- 
tions. 

On  the  6th  of  Gdtober,  one  half  of  the 
left  foot,  appeared  to  retain  fo  weak  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  upper  part,  that  we  hefitated  whe¬ 
ther  to  remove  the  dead  part  immediately,  or 
wait  a  few  days ;  however,  as  the  patient's 
mind  was  totally  unprepared  for  any  opera¬ 
tion,  and  as  the  fetor  was  very  trivial,  which 
there  appeared  reafon  to  aferibe  to  the  anti- 
feptic  powers  of  the  Angultura,  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  to  poftpone  the  excifion  till  the  nth, 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  fame  plan  of  treat¬ 
ment  was  continued,  with  the  addition  of  half 
a  fcruple  of  the  powder  of  Angultura  Bar  k  in 
each  draught.  The  fphacelus  had  marked  a 
complete  tranfverfe  line  round  the  left  foot. 

The  right  likewife  exhibited  a  fimilar  tranf¬ 
verfe  line,  but  without  the  fame  full  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  morbid  part  ;  and  unfortunately  it 
was  higher  up,  near  the  lower  extremity  of 
the  aftragalus  which  threatened  the  lofs  of 
even  the  whole  of  this  foot. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  amputation  of 
the  left  foot  was  made  between  the  offa  cunoi- 
des  and  naviculare,  with  fcarcely  any  haemor¬ 
rhage, 

The 
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The  constitutional  vigor  of  the  patient  ftill 
appeared  favourable.  He  had  not  above  one 
ftool  in  twenty-four  hours ;  the  fame  medi¬ 
cal  treatment  was  continued. 

On  the.  13th  of  Oftober,  the  fymptoms  re¬ 
mained  much  the  fame  ;  if  there  was  any  al¬ 
teration,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  conftitutional 
improvement  of  health ;  the  bowels  were 
equally  fteady,  fleep  was  more  refrefhing  j 
though  the  opiate  was  reduced  to  one  grain 
and  an  hdlf  a  day.  The  appetite  was  alfo  im- 

The  fphacelated  part  of  the  right  foot,  ap¬ 
pearing  fully  formed  and  leparatcd  ;  an  ampu- 
tation  was  made  fimilar  to  the  former,  with 
this  difference,  that  here  the  os  naviciilare  was 
likewife  removed,  leaving  the  aftragalus  and 
the  os  calcis  with  the  leg ;  in  the  former  or 
left  leg,  the  naviculare  was  alfo  preferved. 
He  had  been  once  fick,  but  on  the  omiflion 
of  the  pulvis  ipecacoanhae,  no  naufea  had  oc¬ 
curred.  There  was  little  or  no  haemorrhage  * 
the  pulfewas  firm  and  calm,  and  every  fymp- 
tom  gave  a  plaufible  hope  of  the  reftoration  of 
health  ;  on  this  profperous  appearance,  Dr* 
Auftiu  politely  concluded  to  difeontinue  his 
vifits. 
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‘  I  have  been  more  particular  in  this  cafe,  on 
account  of  the  remarkable  fpontaneous  morti¬ 
fication  of  the  feet,  and  in  every  other  refped, 
the  favourable  progrefs  of  fymptoms,  and 
profpedt  of  recovery. 

If  in  the  courfe  of  future  attendance,  any 
circumflance  fhall  arife,  it  is  my  defign  to 
communicate  it  to  the  Society,  whofe  plan  is, 
not  to  indulge  vague  hypothefes,  but  to  eiku 
blifh  rational  practice,  on  medical  fads. 

It  mult  be  in  every  gentleman’s  contempla¬ 
tion,  that  much  is  yet  to  be  feared,  as  to  the 
probability  of  the  patient’s  final  recovery, 
with  the  flumps  of  the  feet ;  but  fihould  thefe 
parts  cicatrize  favourably,  I  fhall  carefully  at¬ 
tend  to  what  neceflity  or  ingenuity  may  in¬ 
vent  to  anfwer  belt  as  artificial  feet,  and  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  walking. 

i  -  -  >  C 

4  '  *  *  V.  ..V  |  ^ 

CASE  VI. 

I.  Imefon,  a  young  gentleman,  about  a? 
years  old,  was  attacked  with  febrile  fymptoms 
towards  the  latter  end  of  September,  1792.  I 
vilited  him  on  the  fiiit  of  Otdober,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  from  his  own  relation  that  this  was  the 

nth 
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1 1  th  day  of  ills  fever.  He  laboured  under 
great  debility  and  anxiety,  and  other  ufual 
iymptoms  of  typhus  ;  the  pulfe,  however, 
Xvas  not  above  no.  He  had  confiderable 
diarrhea,  but  as  the  evacuations  were  bilious 
and  o  Sen  live,  I  did  not  immediately  attempt 
to  retrain  them,  more  particularly  as  there 
was  much  teniion  and  flatulence  of  the  ab¬ 
domen. 

I  preferibed  a  faline  draught  with  a  drachm 
of  the  tindlure  of  fnakcroot,  and  a  lcruple  of 
the  confeftio  Damocratis  every  fix  hours. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  the  diarrhoea  and 
debility  having  encreafed,  and  the  pulfe  be¬ 
come  quicker,  I  ordered  the  following, 

R  Cortic.  Anjmftura. 

o 

Radic.  Serpentar.  a.  3j. 

Aq.  bullientis.  5 viifs  :  coque  ad 
3vifs.  fub  finem  coftionis  addendo. 

Conf.  Damocrat.  3ij.  turn  cola. 

R  Liquor,  colati  §ifs. 

Tindl.  Cinnam.  3j. 

- Thebaic,  gut.  iij.  fi.  hauftus 

4  ta.  quaq.  hora  fum. 
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At  this  time  there  was  an  appearance  of 
aphthae,  for  which  a  gargle  was  recom¬ 
mended* 

I  did  not  in  the  leaft  deviate  from  this  plan, 
till  the  6th  of  October ;  when  I  found  the 
iymptoms  in  general  alleviated;  the  pul fe  about 
96 ;  but  there  was  ft  ill  a  confiderable  diar¬ 
rhoea,  and  the  continuance  of  meteorifmus. 

He  had  alfo  fweated  profufely  for  the  laft 
two  days  which  induced  me  to  double  the 
Anguftura,  and  inftead  of  the  fnakeroot  to 
fubftitute  fimarouba.  A  few  grains  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  and  one  grain  of  ipecacoanha,  were  oc- 
cafionally  given  to  remove  the  bilious  fordes 
in  the  inteftines. 

At  bed-time  he  had  a  grain  of  ex  trad:  urn 
thebaicum,  which  was  attended  with  a  very 
reftlefs  night.  On  which  account  no  opi¬ 
ate  whatever  was  afterwards  adminiftered,  but 
the  draughts  were  continued,  till  the  10th, 
when  no  fever  or  diarrhaea  remained  to  de¬ 
mand  attendance. 

_ 

If  I  might  contraft  the  virtues  of  this  bark 
with  the  Peruvian,  I  fhould  conceive  their 
qualities  different.  In  all  regular  in termiffions 
of  fever,  I  fhould  be  induced  to  prefer  the 
latter  ;  even  in  thole  of  the  typhus,  as  well  as 
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in  the  common  intermittent ;  but  under  th<* 
circumftances  I  have  related  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  paper,  and  in  the  dyfen- 
teric  typhus,  deferibed  in  cafes  ill  and  6th,  I 
conceive  there  is  reafon  to  prefer  the  Anguftu- 
ra;  and  likewife  in  fuch  habits  wherein  a  tonic 
is  wanted,  but  where  from  feme  unknown 
idiofyncrafy,  the  Peruvian  Bark  cannot  he 
made  to  agree  with  the  patient,  as  in  the  in- 
ftance  of  cafe  5th. 

At  the  conclufion  of  M.  Brande’s  effay,  he 
offers  fome  remarks  made  by  Dr.  Pearfon, 
on  the  virtues  of  the  Anguftura  Bark,  which 
the  Do&or  appears  to  refer  in  general  to  its  bit¬ 
ter  quality,  and  confiders  it  as  a  valuable 
medicine  in  this  point  of  view,  fuperior  to 
camomile  dowers,  and  likely  to  fuperfede 
every  other  vegetable  bitter  in  the  materia  me- 
dica.  But  I  do  not  imagine,  from  the  cafes 
I  have  related,  that  its  medicinal  properties,  de¬ 
pend  fo  much  upon  its  bitter  quality,  as  upon  its 
tonic  antifeptic  febrifuge  powers.  The  mod: 
ihnple  and  ftrong  bitter  hitherto  known,  is, 

I  believe  the  Qualtia  amara  ;  but  I  would  not 
with  Linna*us  (Amaenit.  Acadcm.)  prefer  it 
as  a  febrifuge  to  the  Peruvian  Bark.  From 
the  trials  I  have  made  in  about  fifty  cafes,  the 

virtues 
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virtues  of  the  AnguAura  appear  to  approach 
nearer  to  thofe  of  Peruvian  Bark,  than  of  cha¬ 
momile  flowers,  or  any  Ample  bitter  in  the 
materia  medica ;  but  with  more  aArincent* 
and  perhaps  lefs  febrifuge  power,  than  the  na¬ 
tive  of  Peru.  As  to  the  quafiia  firnaruba,  it 
has  fo  often  failed  with  me  in  dyfenteries,  that 
I  do  not  place  much  dependance  upon  it.  It 
may  be  laid,  that  this  bark  is  rarely  in  a  found 
Hate  in  London ;  but  I  have  tried  it  in  a  irate 
where  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  this  refpeCL 
As  many  refpedtable  characters,  however, 
have  found  it  beneficial  in  thefe  difeafes,  I 
Hill  almoA  diAruA  my  own  experience. 

The  foregoing  efiay  not  having  gone  to 
prefs,  fo  early  as  was  expedted,  an  opportunity 
is  afforded  to  obferve  that  the  lady  mentioned 
in  cafe  4th,  was  conveyed  to  Brighton  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  near  the  conclufion  of  November 
I  had  the  following  relation, 

t€  Lady  M - ,  improves  in  health  and 

jArength  wonderfully  indeed  !  and  without  ex¬ 
aggeration,  I  may  fay,  fhe  is  at  this  moment, 
as  well  as  ever  I  knew  her  $  her  fpirits  are 

.  1 

good  and  regular,  fo  is  her  appetite ;  fhe  walks 
generally  fix  miles,  at  leafl,  every  day  with 

eafe; 


/ 


cafe ;  which  procures  her  found  and  refrcm-* 
ing  fleep.” 

With  refpcdt  to  cafe  5th  it  may  be  proper 
to  add,  that  the  left  foot  is  nearly  well,  with 
the  bones  mentioned,  being  preferved,  except 
two  exfoliations  of  the  olfa  calcis  and  aflraga- 
‘  lus.  The  right  is  in  the  1110ft  healing  ftate  ; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  os  calcis 
will  largely  exfoliate,  or  totally  loofen.  The 
patient  improves  in  appetite,  and  occasionally 
ufesexercife  in  a  Merlin’s  chair  in  his  cham-* 
bers,  which  are  very  fpacious* 

He  takes  now  and  then  a  fpoonful  of  the 
tincture  of  Anguftura  ;  and  this  has  proved 
fo  favourably  aftringent,  that  he  can  join  with 
it  the  tindture  of  Peruvian  Bark,  without 
difturbing  the  bowels;  on  the  contrary,  it  ha9 
proved  fo  aftringent,  a9  to  require  now  and 
then,  the  intcrpofition  of  rhubarb,  or  mag- 
nelia. 

As  far  as  I  can  obferve  the  tindture  is  more 
reftringent  than  the  decodtion ;  and  I  have 
lately  given  it  alone  in  water,  with  fingular 
advantages,  as  a  tonic,  reftringent,  ftomachic 
medicine.  One  ounce  of  Anguftura  makes  a 
pint  of  fpirituous  tindture ;  the  addition  of  a 
little  cinnamon  improves  the  tafte,  without 
injuring  its  virtues. 

Nov.  30 th  179a. 


ARTICLE 


c 


Kg-.I. 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 


221 


ARTICLE  XV. 


An  Anatomical  Defcriptwn  of  a  Double  Uterus  „ 

■m 

By  THOMAS  POLE, 

Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons 
LONDON,  and  F.  M.  S.  &c. 

\  *  H- 

Read  October  22>  1792* 

* 

This  anatomical  phenomenon  occurred 

by  mere  accident  j  having 
delivered  a  patient  of  a  child  with  a  watery* 
head,  which  died  within  a  few  minutes  from 
the  time  of  its  birth,  I  begged  leave  of  the 
parents  to  infpect  the  head  by  diiTeftion,  which 
was  found  to  contain  three  half  pints  of  water; 
but  this  cafe  being  unconnedted  with  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  prefent  defcription,  I  (hall  not  en¬ 
large  further  upon  it.  After  infpe&ing  the 
head,  and  fewing  up  the  fcalp,  the  body  was 
replaced  in  the  (hell  or  coffin  dcftined  for  its 
interment;  but  obferving  the  abdomen  re- 
Vo  l.  IV.  R  markably 
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markably  contracted,  it  fuggeftcd  the  idea  of 
examining  the  ftate  of  the  inteftines,  in  which 
there  was  no  circumftance  worthy  of  notice  ; 
my  attention  was  foon  called  off  to  obferve  this 
extraordinary  lufus  nature,  which  has  proved 
an  ample  reward  for  opening  the  abdominal 
cavity. 

This  is  an  inftance  of  a  complete  Double 
Uterus  and  vagina ;  one  Fallopian  tube  and 
ovarium  were  affixed  laterally  to  the  fundus  of 
each  Uterus  in  the  ufual  way.  The  fundi  re¬ 
ceded  from  each  other  fo  as  to  form  a  confi- 
derable  deprefhon  between. them,  which  was 
gradually  loft  as  it  advanced  toward  the  cer- 

i 

vix.  That  part  where  the1  Ora  tincse  were 
fituated,  was  confiderably  larger  than  ufual 
externally. 

A  feptum  of  confiderable  thicknefs  ran  be¬ 
tween  the  organs  which  formed  two  diftinCt  and 
complete  vaginae  as  well  as  uterine  cavities;  the 
feptum  became  thin  as  it  approached  the  Ora 
externa,  between  which  it  formed  a  projection 
confiderably  anterior  to  the  verge  of  the  vaginae 
in  other  parts.  Juft  below  each  os  externum 
were  two  large  Lacunae  or  blind  pouches,  in 
depth  about  the  fixth  of  an  inch  ;  and  of  fuf- 
ficient  diameter  to  admit  the  round  end  of  a 


verv 
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very  large  probe ;  the  mouths  of  thefe  were 
naturally  fo  diftended  by  a  firmnefs  of  ftruc- 
ture,  and  fo  large  as  almoft  to  perfuade  an  ob- 
ferver  that  nature  had  hefitated  upon  forming 
two  other  vaginae.  The  Fallopian  tubes  ad¬ 
mitted  the  paffage  of  quick-filver  into  their  re- 
fpeftive  cavities  freely*  ; 


EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATE. 

t  w 

v  FIG.  I. 

A  general  view  of  the  parts. 


A.  A. 

The  two  uteri. 

B. 

The  cervices  of  the  uteri. 

C. 

Superior  part  of  the  vaginse  expanded 
two  ora  uteri. 

D.  D. 

The  ovaria. 

E.  E. 

The  tubae  Fallopianae, 

P.  F. 

The  fimbriae. 

G.  G. 

The  ligamenta  rotunda 

H.  H. 

The  vefica  urinaria,  partly  diflend«d. 

I.  I. 

The  ureters. 

K. 

The  ora  externa. 

L. 

The  two  lacunae. 

M. 

The  meatus  urinarius. 

R 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE. 

N.  N. 

The  labia  pudendi. 

O.O. 

The  nyrapha.*. 

P. 

The  praeputium  clitoridis. 

Q 

The  anus. 

R. 

The  refrum. 

'  FIG.  II. 

A  poflcrio 

r  view  of  the  fame  with  reverfed,  to  give  a 

better  view  of  the  two  vagina;. 


s. 

The  lower  part  of  the  vaginae  where  it 
proaches  the  perinaeum. 

ap- 

T.  T. 

The  two  vaginae  cut  through  at  the  expand- 

ed  part,  immediately  below  the  two 

ora 

uteri. 

* 

V.  V. 

The  pollerior  or  internal  furfaces  of  the 
bia  pudendi. 

la- 

u. 

The  reftum  turned  up. 

w. 

The  vefica  urinaria. 

X.  X. 

The  ureters. 

FIG.  III. 

An  anterior  forefhortened  view  of  the  two  Uteri,  and 

their  appendages. 

Y.  Y.  The  two  uteri. 

Z.  Z.  The  two  ora  uteri. 

a.  a.  The  fuperior  portion  of  the  vaginae  furround¬ 

ing  and  patting  between  the  ora  uteri. 

The  Appendages  will  be  eafily  underltood  from  the 
Explanation  of  FIG.  I. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 


/•V  ;  < 
/  A 
W  /' 


' » 


■.  '  i. 


Abridgment  of  Mr,  ROBERF  WHlTE's  Pa- 
per  on  Scirr  ho- contrasted  Re  Stum  dated fro?n 


St.  EDMUND’s  BURY, 


December  13th  1790. 

r  *  * 

Read  November  21,  1791. 

The  accurate  defcription  of  the  Scirrho- 
contradled  ReSum,  given  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  by  the  ingeniousMr.  Sherwen,  and  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  their  Memoirs  ; 
greatly  elucidates  a  complaint,  which  doubt- 
lefs,  has  often  pafled  unobferved,  until  too  late 
to  receive  permanent  benefit :  chiefly  from  the 
likenefs  of  fymptoms,  to  thofe  of  other  bowel 
complaints,  and  from  uncertainty  of  the  true 
pathognomonic  figns.  In  the  paper  alluded  to 
above,  the  following  fymptoms  however  are 
properly  efteemed  indicative  of  the  difeafe : 
viz.  a  gradual  and  remarkable  prominency  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  attended  with 


6  »W 
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a  rumbling  of  wind  in  the  belly  like  the 
gurgling  of  water  in  a  bottle ;  with  frequent 
fcanty  dark  coloured  flimy  faeces  :  thefe  at 
one  difeharge  are  not  often  more  than  a  lea- 
fpoonful,  feldom  exceeding  a  tablc-fpoonful 
in  quantity.  But  from  what  I  have  learnt  in 
this  diforder,  when  thefe  fymp toms  fupervene, 
particularly  that  of  frequent  fcanty  alvine  ex¬ 
cretion,  it  admits  only  of  temporary  relief. 
The  point  therefore  to  be  aimed  at  in  this  com¬ 
plaint,  is  to  afeertain  a  train  of  fymptoms 
which  colledtively  may  lead  to  an  early  detec¬ 
tion.  I  am  alfo  of  opinion  that  the  following 
fymptoms  will  urge  the  neceffity  of  manual 
inveftigation,  by- inducing,  a  fufpicion  of  the 
malady.  The  part  affedted  it  is  true,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  the  upper  part  of  the  redtum,  rather 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  finger,  yet  by  the 
contrary  efforts  of  the  patient  and  praftitioner, 
a  pofitive  determination  may  be  obtained. 
When  a  perfon  fomewhat  advanced  in  life,  is; 
troubled  with  frequent  conftipation,  complains 
of  fi  llnefs  and  weight  in  the  flomach,  with 
repeated  inclination  to  difeharge  the  contents, 
and  uneafy  rumbling  in  the  belly  and  diften- 
fion  in  the  lower  part  of  it,  with  a  fenia- 
tion  of  numbnefs  towards  the  upper  part  of 
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the  facrum,  extending  down  the  Redum,  re¬ 
peated  fruitlefs  efforts  being  alfo  made  to  pafs 
a  ilool,  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  conflridion 
and  tenefmus  high  up  in  the  Redum,  and  the 
flatus  which  feemed  to  the  patient,  to  occupy 
the  intermediate  fpace,  burfis  forth ;  glyfters 
failing  as  well  as  medicines,  and  the  complaint 
is  unattended  with  fever  or  pain,  it  will  be  rea- 
fonable  to  fufped  fome  mechanical  obflrodion 
of  the  paffage.  This  opinion  will  be  further 

ftrengthened,  if  the  above  lymptoms  return 
- 

without  evident  caufe,  no  well  formed  flool  duly 
intervening.  The  gut  fliould  be  cleared  of  its 
contents  before  manual  examination  ;  if  found 
loofeand  flabby  and  a  kind  of  chafm  is  perceived, 
the  invefligation  ought  to  be  carefully  purfued  2 
for  by  an  early  difcovery,  when  the  fceces  are 
flill  in  a  pafte-like  form,  I  ffiould  hope  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  might  be  prevented. 
Mr.  Sherwen  ingenioufly  fuggefts  the  ufe  of 
bougies;  but  it  feems  to  me  probable, that  their 
frequent  application  would  prove  difficult  to 
the  agent,  and  irkfome  to  the  patient.  From 
analogy  it  may  be  conceived,  that  as  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  mercury  caufing  a  ptyalifm  of 
fome  duration  is  fo  ferviceable  in  the  Scirrho- 

'  ' 1  .  V  V.  i  - 

con  traded  oeiophagus,  benefit  may  alfo  be  ob¬ 
tained 
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tained  from  it  in  like  manner  in  the  Scirrho- 
contraded  Redum.  As  a  proof  of  this  in  the 
early  ftage  of  the  complaint,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve 
the  cafe  of  a  lady,  who  in  the  year  1783  con¬ 
futed  Sir  John  Elliot,  who  ordered  her  to  take 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  mercurial,  every  night, 
with  the  following  draught. 

R  Kali  tar  tar  ifat.  3fs. 

Aquae  purae  ^fs. 

Aquae  cinnamom.  fpirituofae.  six. 

Syrup,  violar.  3j.  M. 

By  this  method  in  a  fortnight,  her  mouth 
became  fore,  attended  with  falivation.  This 
difgufted  her  fo  much  that  although  vifibly  be¬ 
nefited  by  it,  fhe  refufed  to  repeat  the  mercury, 
and  her  obftinacy  proved  fatal  to  her. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  a  praditioner  of  eminence  of 
this  place,  favoured  me  with  the  particulars  of 
this  cafe. 

The  Lady  was  56  years  old,  of  a  delicate 
frame  and  low  ftature,  had  been  early  in  life 
troubled  with  dyfpepfia,  and  the  catamenia 
had  ceafcd  much  fooner  than  ufual.  About 
the  year  1778  her  complaints  encreafed,  efpe- 
cially  an  uneafy  fenfation  of  weight  about  the 

R  4  flomach ; 
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ftomach ;  and  ftools  were  feldom  obtained 
without  the  aid  of  caftor  oil  or  the  pit.  aro- 
mat.  Thefe  fymptoms  recurred  once  in  three 
weeks  or  a  month,  and  were  feldom  relieved 
without  inducing  vomiting  ;  by  which  much 
pleghm  mixed  with  bile  was  expelled.  For 
fome  days  after  this,  fhe  remained  tolerably 
eafy  and  cheerful.  It  is  remarkable  that  her 
attendants  were  apprized  of  the  approach  of 
thefe  attacks  by  a  preceding  hoarfenefs  of  voice. 
Thus  fhe  went  on  (notwithflanding  the  Bath 
waters  and  various  other  means  were  tried,) 
until  within  18  months  of  her  death,  when  the 
returns  of  her  complaint  were  attended  with 
involuntary  vomiting  and  much  pain  :  it  was 
obferved  that  their  frequency  depended  on  the 
paucity  of  fceces  paft.  Thefe  difeharges  were 
of  a  yeafty  and  brannifh  appearance.  Within 
a  few  months  of  her  laft  attack,  having  been 
fome  days  without  a  ftool,  fhe  was  affedted 
with  great  pain  of  ftomach  and  bowels,  con- 
ftant  retching,  and  vain  efforts  downwards. 
After  glyfters  and  other  means  had  been  tried, 
V.  S.  was  performed,  and  a  large  dofe  or  two 
of  opium  adminiftered.  Some  yeafty  ftools 
followed,  and  the  alarming  fymptoms  were  re¬ 
moved,  It  now  appeared  that  opium  afforded 

the 
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the  only  means  left  of  a  temporary  relief,  a 
cure  being  impradtible.  Finally  a  total  fup- 
preflion  of  iiools  took  place,  fo  that  after  1 9 
days  fufferings  hie  was  happily  relieved  by 
death.  Latterly  die  refufed  all  medicines, 
took  little  food,  but  complained  of  great  third:, 
was  almoft  free  from  ficknefs,  but  felt  great 
detention  in  the  abdomen  ;  glyfters  were  in- 
iedled  with  difficulty,  and  returned  without 
factor  or  faeces.  Cathartics  both  mild  and 
draftic  proved  unfuccefsful.  I  muft  here  ob- 
ierve,  that  the  gurgling,  rumbling  noife,  con- 
lidered  bv  Mr.  Sherwen,  as  particular  marks  of 
this  difeaie  were  fo  trifling,  as  not  to  be  ob- 
ferved  until  a  total  obftrudtion  took  place. 

The  body  was  opened  the  day  after  her  death 
by  Mr  Hubbard  of  this  place.  The  abdo¬ 
men  was  prominent  and  very  tenfe,  the  cutis 
and  adipofe  membrane  were  greatly  thicken¬ 
ed;  the  omentum  was  much  wafted,  a  portion 
of  it  puckered  up,  adhered  to  the  peritonaeum 
of  the  right  fide,  where  the  colon  projedted 
exceedingly,  nearly  divefted  of  the  above  co¬ 
vering.  The  whole  of  this  gut  was  enor- 
moufly  diftended,  meafuring  not  lefs  in  any 
part  than  1  2  inches  in  circumference  and  its 
fubftance  was  confequently  very  thin.  It  con¬ 
tained 
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tainedmuch  air,  and  a  great  quantity  of  dark 
coloured  flimy  fceces.  The  fmall  inteft.mes 
were  alfo  much  enlarged  and  diftended.  The 
upper  extremity  of  the  ReCtum  appeared  as 
if  tied  extremely  tight  with  a  cord,  and  the 
ftriCtured  part  was  encircled,  as  with  a  Scir¬ 
rhous  Ring.  A  fmall  fpongy  fubhance  pro¬ 
jected  internally  from  the  middle  of  the  ftric- 
ture ;  which  with  the  circumjacent  parts, 
when  the  patient  had  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
bear  down,  refer  bled  in  taCtu  the  os  and  col- 
lum  uteri.  A  wide  pouch  alfo  prefented  itfelf 
to  the  touch,  between  the  fphinCter  ani  and  the 
contracted  part,  large  enough  to  contain  at 
lead;  a  pint  of  liquid.  The  furface  of  this 
pouch  curing  life,  felt  foft  and  dabby,  .and 
was  lightly  befmeared  with  a  branmm  ilimy 
mucus,  void  of  fcent.  A  number  o-  indu¬ 
rated  tumours,  about  the  fize  .  common 
marbles,  were  felt  at  the  oack  ci  tiie  Rec- 
turn,  bordering  upon  the  ftriCture ;  which 
on  diffeCtion  appeared  to  be  enlarged  conglo¬ 
bate  glands,  connected  by  broad  pedicles 
with  the  exterior  coat  of  the  gut.  Some  were 
fcattered  lower  down  the  ReCtum,  and  on  the 
back  and  inferior  part  of  the  coion.  The 
fmall  fubftance,  projecting  inward  and  dovyn- 

ward 
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ward  in  theftriCtured  part,  which  was  imper¬ 
vious  both  to  foeces  and  air  before  death,  after¬ 
ward  was  permeable  to  a  large  goofe-quill. 
Hence  it  may  be  conjectured,  that  an  iuftru- 
ment,  of  that  fort  which  Mr.  Sherwen  recom¬ 
mends,  if  well  directed,  might  have  given  tem¬ 
porary  relief.  The  ftomach  was  collapied, 
and  rather  diminifhed.  The  uterus  and  blad¬ 
der  were  in  their  natural  Rate.  To  this  ac¬ 
count  the  following  queries  may  perhaps  be 
properly  added. 

As  the  Redtum  is  mod  fubjeCt  to  this  com¬ 
plaint  at  its  upper  extremity,  are  not  there 
glandular  fubftances  placed  there  as  aids  to  its 
natural  paffage  ? 

If  thefe  glands  become  difeafed,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  performing  their  offices,  may  not  fuch 
defedt,  become  a  caufe  of  this  malady  ? 

Granting  thefe  premifes,  is  not  a  mercurial 
courfe  in  the  early  ftage  a  likely  remedy  ? 


November  \Jl  179  2. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 


A  Cafe  of  Petechia  unaccompanied  with  Fever, 
with  Obfervations  on  the  fame. 

By  T.  GARNETT,  M.  D.  C.  M.  S.  &c. 

•  T  i 

PHYSICIAN  AT  HARROGATE, 

Communicated  by  J.  C.  LETTSOM,  M.  D. 

Read  February  i 8th,  1793. 

On  the  31ft  day  of  March,  1792,  I  was 
defired  to  vifit  W.  Reynard  of  Knareiborough, 
aged  1 5  years,  who  had  for  near  half  a  year 
been  afflidted  with  difficulty  of  breathing ;  his 
countenance  was  exceedingly  pale  and  he  was 
very  much  emaciated.  About  two  months 
before  I  faw  him,  his  nofe  bled  confiderably  fe- 
veral  times  a  day,  but  by  the  ufe  of  proper  re¬ 
medies,  the  hemorrhage  left  him,  and  he  grew 
confiderably  ftronger  and  better ;  he  however 
relapfed  about  the  20th  of  March,  and  when  I 

faw  him  his  Klein  was  covered  with  Petechias 

from 
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from  the  fizc  of  the  head  of  a  fmall  pin  to 
that  of  a  fplit  pea;  varying  in  colour  from  a 
di  iy  yellow  or  light  brown,  to  a  purple,  dark 
brown  and  blue.  Thefe  petechiae  were  fo  nu¬ 
merous  that  a  half  crown  put  down  on  any  part 
of  h  is  body  would  cover  20  or  *30  of  them;  his 
tongue  was  covered  with  fimilar  fpots  which 
often  bled,  and  his  gums  were  much  fwelled, 
very  fpungy,  and  bled  on  the  flighted:  prefliire. 
Thefe  fpots  began  to  appear  on  the  29th.  On 
the  28  h  his  nofe  bled  much,  and  blood  iffued 
from  his  gums  and  tongue  in  confiderable 
quantity.  His  body  was  regular,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  being  very  weak  and  much  inclined 
to  deep.  His  pulfe  was  100,  and  very  weak, 
and  be  had  a  fhort  tickling  cough.  The  blood 
w;  ch  came  from  his  mouth  and  nofe  was  very 
pale,  and  feemed  not  to  contain  any  thing  near 
the  ufual  quantity  of  red  globules,  and  gave  a 
brownifh  tinge  to  linen.  He  had  taken  fome 
Peruvian  Bark,  in  powder,  by  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Simpfon,  an  ingenious  furgeon  and  apo¬ 
thecary,  at  Knarefborough,  but  it  did  not  agree 

with  him.  I  preferibed  the  following  medi- 
m  • 
tines : 
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R  Vin.  ferri. 

Tin 61*.  gentian,  comp.  aa.  gij  m. 


Of  this  he  was  dire  Ted  to  take  a  fmall  ta¬ 
ble -fpoonful  three  times  a  day,  in  a  little 
water.- — 


R  Z  inci  vitriolat.  §  Is. 

ExtraT.  gentian.  3fs. 

Sapon.  alb.  9j. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  f.  m.  ft.  pil.  xx. 


One  of  thefe  pills  to  be  taken  every  night 
and  morning.  He  was  ordered  a  nourifhing 
diet  with  a  little  wine,  and  defired  to  eat 
oranges  freely. 

April  1  ft.  The  medicines  have  agreed  very 
well  with  him,  but  the  bleeding  continues. 

April  2d.  Has  not  bled,  excepting  a  little 
when  he  coughed  :  pulfe  92  and  rather  ftron- 
ger.  As  the  cough  continued  troublefome,  the 
following  linTus  was  ordered,  and  he  was  di¬ 
rected  to  continue  his  other  medicines. 


&  Conferv.  cynolb. 

Ol.  oliv.  opt. 

Syr.  e,  cort.  aurant.  aa. 


fs. 

TinT. 
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Tin£t.  opii.  gutt.  40. 

« 

Elix.  vitr.  acid.  gate,  xx*  m. 
f.  lindlus. 

A  tea-fpoonful  was  directed  to  be  taken 
whenever  the  cough  was  troublefome. 

April  3.  Cough  fomething  better,  but  he 
complains  of  difficulty  of  breathing  ;  has  not 
bled,  excepting  a  very  little  lail  night,  when  a- 
lleep.  His  breath  is  offen live,  pulfe  92,  pe¬ 
techia  as  ufualji  a  few  frelh  fpots  have  made 
their  appearance  on  the  belly. 

April  4th.  Began  to  bleed  at  the  nofe  and 
mouth  about  two  o’clock  this  morning,  while 
he  was  afleep  ;  and  had  bled  before  nine 
o'clock  about  three  pints ;  the  blood  was  thin, 
hut  of  a  florid  red  colour.  I  was  apprehen- 
five  that  the  iron  being  conveyed  into  the  blood, 
and  forming  the  red  particles  of  it',  might  have 
increafed  the  momentum  more  than  the  weak¬ 
ened  and  relaxed  ftate  of  the  vefTels  could  re- 
xift :  I  therefore  ordered  the  medicines  to  be 
omitted,  and  preferibed  the  following, 

R  Infus.  rolae.  rub.  gviij. 

Elix.  vitr.  acid.  gutt.  50.  m. 


Two 
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Two  table-fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every  two 
hours.  He  appeared  much  inclined  to  fleep, 
but  feveral  of  the  petechias  had  difappeared, 
and  thofe  which  remained  were  not  fo  livid. 
Pulfe  104,  but  not  very  weak. 

April  5th.  Has  bled  none  fince  yeilerday 
morning,  excepting  a  few  drops  in  the  night 
when  he  was  alleep  $  feels  himfelf  very  weak 
petechias  diminilhed  in  number  and  not  nearly 
fo  deep  coloured,  Pulfe  94,  but  extremely 
weak. 

4 

R  Deccxft.  cort.  Peruv.  gvli ij. 

Tinft.  ejufdem.  gj. 

Alum.  com.  9y.  m. 

Two  table-fpoonfuls  of  this  were  dire&ed 
to  be  taken  three  times  a  day*  he  was  alfo  or¬ 
dered  to  continue  the  pills  with  zinc,  vitriola t. 
before  prefcribed. 

April  6th.  Has  not  bled*  excepting  a  few 
drops  in  the  night ; — thinks  himfelf  much  bet¬ 
ter,  but  very  weak;  pulfe  88*  very  regular, 
and  confiderably  ftronger  than  yefterday.  Pe¬ 
techias  difappearing  faft. 

April  yth.  Finds  himfelf  much  ftronger, 
has  bled  none*  appetite  confiderably  better, 
petechias  all  very  faint. 

Vql,  IV*  S.  Apnl 
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April  9th.  Much  ftronger,  and  can  Walk 
about  very  well,  petechix  diminishing  very 
faft. 

April  1 2th*  Gains  ftrength  fall,  no  pete* 
chiae  vifiblc. 

April  20th.  Thinks  himfelf  quite  well* 


OBSERVATIONS* 


Trom  the  filence  of  the  ancients  concern-* 
ing  this  difeafe,  it  may  be  concluded  that  it  ei¬ 
ther  never  occurred  in  their  time,  or  had  efcap- 

* 

ed  their  obfervation  ;  and  even  among  the  mo¬ 
derns  it  is  reckoned  a  difeafe  of  rare  occur¬ 
rence.  I  have  however  feen  feveral  inftances 
of  it  fince  I  began  to  ltudy  medicine,  and  with¬ 
in  thefe  laft  two  years,  this  is  the  third  cafe  I 
have  met  with  in  Knarefborough.  My  friend 
Mr.  Dawfon,of  Sedbcrgh,  an  acute  and  accu¬ 
rate  obferver,  and  a  gentleman  eminently  dif- 
tinguiihed  as  a  mathematician  and  philofopher, 
allures  me  that  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice  he 
has  feen  feveral  inftances  of  it,  and  that  in  his 
youth  he  was  himfelf  feverely  affliifted  by  it, 
which  his  friends  attributed  to  his  fedentary 

way 
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%ay  of  life,  and  intenfe  application  to  mathe¬ 
matical  ftudies,  to  which,  even  when  very 
young  he  was  remarkably  attached.  From 
thefe  circumftances  I  am  induced  to  think  ei¬ 
ther  that  the  difeafe  has  by  no  means  been  fo 
rare  in  its  occurrence,  but  has  not  been  attend¬ 
ed  to*  or  accurately  defcribed*  or  that  it  has  oc¬ 
curred  more  frequently  of  late  years. 

The  firft  accurate  account  of  it  is  given  us 
by  Dr.  Graaf,  in  his  inaugural  differ tation 
De  Petecbiis  fine  Febre ,  publifhed  at  Goettingen 
in  the  year  1775.  Dr*,  Duncan  of  Edinburgh 
has  given  us  a  hiftory  of  a  fimilar  cafe  in  a  vo¬ 
lume  in  titled,  “  Medical  Cafes,  feledted  from 
the  records  of  the  Public  Difpenfary  at  Edin¬ 
burgh. ”  My  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Adair,  junri 
fince  that  made  it  the  fubjedt  of  his  inaugural 
differtation,  having  feen  feveral  infta'nces  of  it; 
and  in  the  firft  volume  of  Medical  Fadts  and 
Obfervations,  we  have  an  account  of  a  cafe 
which  occurred  to  Dr.  Ferris  in  the  veal* 
1790. 

This  difeafe  feems  in  a  great  meafure  to  de¬ 
pend  on  a  morbid  ftate  of  the  fluids*,  and  ap- 

S  2  pears 

*  Though  the  application  of  the  humoral  pathology 
to  a  great  number  of  cli f safes  has  been  with  great  juflice 

exploded. 
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pears  to  be  analagous  to  the  Tea  fcurvy.  Both 
difeafes  probably  depend  upon  morbid  ftates  of 
the  blood  :  but  whether  they  both  arife  from 
the  fame  flate  of  the  fluids,  is  not  certain.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  they  are  very  differ¬ 
ent.  The  appearance  of  the  blood  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  in  this  difeafe  and  in  the  fcurvy  ;  in  the 
latter  it  is  of  a  deep  dark  colour,  approaching 
to  black*.  In  this  difeafe,  and  particularly  in 
the  cafe  I  have  related,  the  blood  is  very  pale, 
and  feems  not  to  contain  the  ufual  quantity  of 
red  globules.  According  to  a  theory  advanced 
by  M.  Chaptalf,  and  which  I  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  fupport  in  my  Treatife  on  the  Mineral 
Waters  of  Harrogate,  page  91.  The  red  par¬ 
ticles  of  the  blood  confift  of  particles  of  iron 
calcined  by  oxygen,  or  pure  vital  air,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  the  (late  of  red  oxyd  of  iron.  This 

exploded,  yet  there  are  fome  which  can  only  be  explain¬ 
ed  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  difeafed  flate  of  the  fluids. 
And  the  modern  chemical  difeoveries  have  enabled  u* 
frequently  to  detect  and  afeertain  this  flate. 


*  See  Dr.  Trotter’s  ingenious  Obfervations  on  the  Scur¬ 
vy,  publilhed  1792,  page  125. 

t  Elemens  de  Chimie,  tome  iii,  p.  291. 
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theory,  to  which  no  valid  objections  have  been 
made,  may  ferve  to  explain  the  phenomena  of 
thefe  two  difeafes,  and  account  for  the  different 
appearances  in  the  colour  of  the  blood.  In 
the  feurvy  it  is  probable  that  this  fluid  does 
not  contain  the  proper  quantity  of  oxygen,  or 
that  the  iron  is  not  fufficiently  oxygenated  ; 
hence  the  black  appearance  of  the  blood, 
which,  from  the  experiments  of  Prieilley  and 
Goodwyn,  is  evidently  owing  to  a  deficiency 
of  oxygen  ;  the  red  colour  being  immediately 
reftored  when  the  blood  comes  in  contact  with 
pure  air. 

The  feurvy  is  produced  by  the  ufe  of  food 
which  contains  little  of  that  falubrious  prin¬ 
ciple,  fuch  as  hard  failed  meats,  and  the  want 
of  frefh  vegetables,  which  contain  it  in  abund¬ 
ance  ;  and  is  belt  cured  by  the  ufe  of  acid 
fruits  :  and  fince  it  is  now  agreed  that  oxygen 
is  a  component  principle  of  all  acid  fruits,  we 
have  reafon  to  conclude  that  this  is  the  quality 
which  they  reftore  to  the  human  body  in  feur¬ 
vy.  In  the  difeafe  which  is  the  fubjedf  of  this 
memoir,  though  the  quantity  of  red  globules 
feems  confiderably  lefs  than  ufual,  yet  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  deficiency  of  oxy-* 
gen  ;  for  if  that  had  been  the  cafe,  the  colour 

S3  of 
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of  the  blood  would  have  approached  to  a 
black  in  proportion  to  the  abfence  of  that 
principle.  There  could  therefore  be  no  other 
reafonable  caufe  afligned  for  the  pale  colour  of 
the  circulating  fluid  than  a  deficiency  of  iron* 
This  theory  induced  me  to  preferibe  the  cha- 
lybeate  wine,  and  the  event  in  fome  degree 
confirmed  my  ideas  ;  for  on  the  third  day  af¬ 
ter  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  the  blood 
appeared  to  contain  red  globules  in  greater 
quantity,  and  was  much  more  florid  in  its  co¬ 
lour.  From  the  haemorrhage  which  happen¬ 
ed  at  that  time,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
iron  being  conveyed  into  the  mafs  of  blood* 
and  forming  the  red  globules,  had  increafed  the 
momentum  more  than  the  weakened  and  re« 
laxed  flate  of  the  vefiels  could  refill :  the  ob¬ 
ject  therefore  was  to  give  ftrength  to  the  folids, 
with  which  intention  the  infus,  rofae  &  elix* 
vitr.  were  ordered. 

Upon  what  this  deficiency  of  particles  of 
iron,  fuppofed  to  take  place  in  this  cafe,  de¬ 
pends,  it  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  afcej> 
tain.  It  may  depend  on  fome  want  of  power 
in  that  part  of  the  animal  (Economy  which 
forms  the  iron,  which  frequently,  if  not  con- 
ftantly,  derives  its  origin  from  animal  and  ve¬ 
getable 
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gctable  powers  In  confirmation  of  this 
opinion  the  following  curious  fad:  was  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  by  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  chemift  and  philofopher. 
He  obferves  that  the  analyfis  of  the  egg,  till 
by  the  e fifed  of  incubation  life  becomes  deve¬ 
loped,  affords  not  the  lead:  veftige  of  that  me¬ 
tal  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  animal  exifts,  although 
it  has  been  perfedly  fhut  up,  and  has  had  no 
external  communication,  the  analyfis  difco- 
vers  a  particle  of  iron  which  is  attraded  by 
the  magnet.  This  want  of  power  in  the  fyf- 
tem  may  probably  depend  upon,  or  be  con- 
neded  with  a  general  debility  or  relaxation  of 
the  folids,  which  exifts  in  every  inftance  of  the 
difeafe  which  I  have  feen ;  and  this  idea  is  con- 
‘  firmed  by  the  utility  of  tonics  in  this  dif¬ 
eafe. 

Probably  various  other  alterations  may  take 
place  in  the  fluids,  and  give  rife  to  fimilar 
fymptoms.  About  two  years  ago  an  inftance 
occurred  to  me  of  a  young  woman  who  was 


$  See  Fourcroy’s  Elemens  cTHifloire  Naturclle  et  de 

Chimie,  Tome,  iv. 
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affii&ed  with  this  complaint :  the  blood  which 
came  from  the  nofe,  mouth,  tongue,  &c.  in 
confiderablc  quantity,  tinged  linen  with  a  fine 
blue  colour.  In  this  cafe  alum,  bark,  and  the 
moft  powerful  tonics  were  exhibited,  but  with¬ 
out  any  good  effedt  :  tonics  and  cordials  Teem¬ 
ed  to  hare  no  power,  the  difeafe  advanced  with 
rapid  ftrides,  and  the  patient  was  loon  carri¬ 
ed  off.  In  the  fir  ft  volume  of  the  Annales  de 
Chimie,  M.  Fourcroy  relates  the  hiftory  of  a 
cafe,  in  which  the  iron  in  the  blood,  by  fome 
fingular  decompofition  of  the  fluids,  was  con¬ 
verted  into  Prufliat  of  iron,  or  Pruflian  blue  : 
I  have  little  doubt  that  this  was  the  cafe  with 
refpcdl  to  my  patient  juft  mentioned,  but 
I  had  not  then  feen  M.  Fourcroys’s  memoir* 
and  did  not  think  of  examining  the  blood  che¬ 
mically* 

Though  this  circumftance  is  uncommon, 
yet  as  all  the  principles  which  compofe  Pruf- 
fiat  of  iron,  exift  in  the  blood,  differently  com¬ 
bined,  we  need  not  be  furprized  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  difeafed  ftate  they  fliould  enter  in¬ 
to  a  different  combination.  M.  Berthollet 
has  demonftrated  the  prefence  of  azote  in  the 
blood,  and  that  fluid  contains  abundance  of 
hydrogen  as  well  as  carbonaceous  matter : 

thefe. 
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thefe,  according  to  the  modem  chemifts,  are 
the  principles  neceffary  to  the  formation  of 
the  Pruffic  acid  :  but  we  are  ignorant  of  the 
manner  in  which  their  proportions  and  affini¬ 
ties  are  changed.  To  underftand  this,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  have  a  much  more  ex- 
ad  knowledge  of  the  chemical  nature  of  ani¬ 
mal  fubftances  than  we  at  prefent  poffefs,  and 
of  all  the  alterations  and  combinations  of 
which  they  are  fulceptible. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  child  about  three  years  of 
age,  with  petechia:  without  any  febrile  fymp- 
toms,  to  whom  I  was  called  too  late  to  afford 
any  affiftance,  the  urine  was  as  white  as 
milk. 

With  regard  to  the  cure  of  the  fea  fcurvy, 
if  it  depends  on  the  caufe  above  affigned, 
which  Dr.  Trotter  has  ihown  is  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  might  not  the  oxygenated  muriatic 
acid  be  fuccefsfully  adminiftered  ?  as  it  con¬ 
tains  a  fuperabundance  of  oxygen,  which  very 
readily  enters  into  a  date  of  combination  with 
the  fubftances  it  meets  with. 

The  preceding  obfervations  deferve  no  other 
title  than  probable  conjectures  ;  but  they  are 
fuch  as  I  hope  may  tend  to  throw  fome  new 
light  on  the  nature  of  this  and  other  difeafes, 

j  and 
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and  excite  farther  inquiry.  It  is  much  to  be 
wilhed  that  more  attention  was  paid  to  the 
changes  which  the  fluids  undergo  in  various 
difeafes  ;  they  are  fo  connected  with  chemiftry 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  under  ft  and  them  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  this  fcience.  We  need  now  no. 
longer  fear  the  errors  which  the  early  chemifts 
introduced  into  medicine.  The  lucubrations 
of  Scheele,  Bergman,  Berthollet,  Fourcroy, 
and  Rouclle  have  already  thrown  confiderable 
'ight  upon  feveral  parts  of  the  animal  oecono-* 
ny,  which  cannot  but  be  productive  of  the 
lappieft  confequences  to  the  healing  art. 


* 
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Obfervations  on  the  external  ufe  of  Tartarized 

Antimony , 


Qy  THOMAS  BRADLEY, 

M.  D.  and  F.  M.  S, 

Read  February  24th,  1 793* 

The  very  refpedtable  manner  in  which  the 
external  application  of  Tartarized  Antimony 
in  rheumatic  affedtions  has  been  recommended 
to  this  fociety,  induced  me  to  take  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  employing  it.  The  refult  of 
jny  experience  (which  I  have  the  happinefs 
to  find  confirmed  by  that  of  feveral  of  our  fel¬ 
lows)  is  contained  in  the  following  paper. 

When  either  of  the  fuperior  extremities, 
was  aftedled,  a  fcruple  of  Tartarized  Antimo¬ 
ny,  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  moiftened  with 
water,  was  rubbed  in  at  bed  time  •,  when  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  inferior  extremities,  half  a  drachm. 

I  had 


1  had  two  motives  for  not  varying  this  quanti¬ 
ty  ;  the  firft  was  to  obtain  greater  precifion  in 
the  rcfults  of  the  experiments ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  was,  the  belief,  after  a  few  trials,  that  if 
lefs  were  ufed  we  fhould  not  reap  the  full  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  remedy ;  and  if  more,  that  the 
patient  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  perfevere 
in  the  ufe  of  it  for  a  fuflicient  length  of 
time. 

On  the  firft  application  it  was  generally 
rubbed  on  the  parts  which  were  the  feat  of  the 
pain,  and  afterwards  below  them  in  the  courfe 
of  abforption.  The  patients  were  directed 
to  abftain  from  acids  and  to  keep  the  parts 
warmly  cloathed. 

In  every  inllance  it  appeared  to  be  a  remedy 
of  great  efficacy ;  but  the  difagreeable  fymp- 
toms  produced  by  it,  caufed  many  either  to 
defert  its  ufe  altogether,  or  to  apply  it  unfaith-, 
fully. 

In  recent  cafes  the  firft  or  fecond  applica¬ 
tion  has  often  removed  the  complaint ;  but 
thofe  which  occur  by  far  the  molt  frequently 
are  of  long  ftanding,  in  which  it  may  often 
be  neceftary  to  perfevere  in  the  frictions  for 
three  or  four  weeks  ;  and  it  is  in  thefe  in- 
ftances  that  we  have  caufe  to  defpair  of  the 

refolution 
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refolution  of  moft  patients :  For,  on  the  fe- 
cond  or  third  day  after  the  courfe  has  com¬ 
menced,  the  patient  is  harrafled  by  a  fenfe  of 
heat  and  itching  in  the  part  rubbed,  or  in  the 
courfe  of  the  lymphatics  towards  the  thoracic 
dudt.  If  the  part  fo  affedted  be  rubbed  or  in 
any  degree  irritated  (from  which  few  can  re¬ 
frain  at  firft)  an  eruption  of  fmall  watery 
puftules  takes  place  immediately :  and  if  the 
patient,  taught  by  experience,  abftain  from 
irritating  the  part,  the  eruption  will  never- 
thelefs  appear,  though  fomewhat  later  and  in 
fmaller  quantity. 

The  puftules  are  uniformly  compared  by 
the  patient  to  variolous  puftules,  but  they  are 
much  fmaller,  not  fo  red  at  the  bafe,  nor  fo 
tenfe  and  white  when  fully  fuppurated.  The 
decided  relief  which  is  commonly  experienced 
from  this  application,  during  the  firft  week, 
encourages  patients  in  general  to  perfevere 
pretty  firmly  for  the  firft  feven  or  eight  days, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  puftules  become 
fo  numerous  and  diftreffing,  that  the  remedy 
muft  be  unavoidably  intermitted.  This  effect 
of  the  medicine,  in  the  above  mode  of  appli¬ 
cation,  is  the  only  objection  that  I  have  ob- 
ferved  to  the  general  ufe  of  it  in  Sciatica, 

Rheumatifm, 
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Rheumatifm,  Torpor,  and  partial  Paralyfi9§ 
For  I  m  y  affcrt  that  I  have  never  feen  it  un¬ 
equivocally  affedt  either  the  ftomach,  bowels, 
or  kidneys ;  nor  does  it  ever  produce  a  gene¬ 
ral  diaphorelis,  though  it  always  appears  to  ex¬ 
cite  a  tendency  to  it.  The  cutaneous  lympha¬ 
tics  feem  to  he  very  generally  affedted  by  it* 
but  none  of  the  deep  feated  ones. 

Several  liniments  were  tried  with  a  view  to 
prevent  or  diminilh  the  eruption,  but  without 
the  defired  fuccefs  $  .though  after  it  had  ap¬ 
peared,  both  camphorated  oil  and  elder  oint¬ 
ment  were  found  to  diminilh  the  heat  and  ir¬ 
ritation,  as  well  as  to  accelerate  the  defquama- 
tion  of  the  pultules,  which  commonly  takes 
place  in  6  or  J  days. 

I  propofe  the  firft  opportunity  either  to  com¬ 
bine  the  cerulfa  acetata  with  the  emetic  tartar, 
or  to  apply  the  aqua  lithargyri  acetati  to  the 
part  before  or  after  the  antimonial  fridtion,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  diftrefs  ariling  from  the 
eruption. 

When  the  firft  ot'  any  fubfequent  eruption 
is  entirely  healed,  a  renewal  ol  the  fridtions 
produces  another  in  the  fame  degree  as  before: 
whence  we  may  conclude  that  there  is  no  occa- 
fion  to  increafe'  the  dofe  of  the  medicine  on 
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account  of  habit,  as  we  do  on  many  other  oc- 
cafions.  And  if  the  inducing  a  new  adtion  in. 
the  fyftem,  will,  as  has  been  afferted,  deftroy  a 
lefs  powerful  adtion  already  exifting,  this  may 
may  prove  a  valuable  remedy  in  fever al  cuta¬ 
neous  diforders* 

The  above  are  the  ufual  and  general  effedts 
of  the  external  application  of  Tartarized  Anti¬ 
mony  ;  but  in  particular  inftances  fome  devia¬ 
tions  or  irregularities  were  obferved.  Thefe 
I  have  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to  impute  to 
temperament  or  peculiar  habits;  though  I 
fufpedt  the  eruption  to  be  more  particularly 
diftreffing  in  the  fame  perfons  that  are  predif- 
pofed  to  a  violent  fmall-pox. 

In  about  one  cafe  in  ten  the  eruption  did  not 
appear;  in  thefe  however  there  was  caufe  to 
doubt  of  the  fidelity  of  the  application. 

In  feveral  cafes  the  eruption  was  not  confin* 
ed  to  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics,  but  appear¬ 
ed  on  very  diftant  parts  of  the  body.  This  was, 
by  fome  patients  attributed  to  the  repellant 
power  of  the  camphorated  oil,  which  had  been 
applied  to  the  part  foon  after  the  rubbing  in 
of  the  antimony,  as  it  had  not  been  obferved 
before  that  application  was  advifed  :  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  a  very  free  ufe  of  fuch  fridtions  would 

produce 
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produce  a  general  eruption  over  the  whole 
body.  *  , 

In  one  patient,  who  I  am  convinced  did  not 
rub  in  lefs  than  half  an  ounce  in  the  courfe  of 
one  week,  the  itching  and  eruption  were  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  general  reftleflhefs,  and  two  or 
three  times  by  a  flight  degree  of  naufea. 

On  fome  future  occafion  I  hope  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  laying  before  this  Society  an 
account  of  the  external  application  of  other 
metallic  falts,  particularly  vitriolated  zinc. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 


A  Rupture  of  the  gravid  Uterus  termmating 

favourably . 


B  Y 


Mr.  CHARLES  KITE,  Surgeon,  C.M.S. 


Read  May  13th,  1793. 


Ru  ptures  of  the  uterus  fo  very  generally 
terminate  in  death,  that  I  believe,  even  at  the 
prefent  day,  there  are  many  who  do  not  con¬ 
ceive  an  inltance  ever  occurred  that  terminated 
in  recovery ;  that  fuch  cafes  however  have 
really  happened,  cannot  furely  be  doubted  by 
thofe  who  have  feen  Dr.  Douglas’s  account  of 
Mrs.  Manning’s  cafe,  and  Dr.  Hamilton's  cafe 
in  his  Outlines  of  Midwifery.  Perhaps  to 
thefe  may  be  added  the  cafe  Dr.  Douglas  men¬ 
tions  from  Heifter,  and  another  from  Peu  ; 
but  behdes  thefe  I  do  not  believe  there  are  on 
record  any  inftances  well  authenticated,  that 
terminated  favourably. 

Vol.  IV.  T 


As 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


*.54 

As  thcfe  cafes  therefore  are  fo  very  rare  and 
uncommon,  I  am  fatisfied  the  Society  will 
with  pleafure  receive  an  account  of  one  which 
terminated  in  the  moft  favourable  manner.  It 
occurred  under  the  obfervation  of  a  very  par¬ 
ticular  friend  of  mine,  Dr.  Beugo,  of  Rochef- 
ter,  who  was  fo  good  as  to  tranfmit  the  account 
to  me,  and  I  fhall  beg  leave,  without  further 
preface,  to  lay  it  before  the  Society, 


THE 
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THE 

CASE 

OF 

Mrs.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  STANTON’S  ACCOUNT. 

April  29th  1791.  Was  defired  to  vifit 
Mrs.  Williams  who  was  of  a  relaxed  habit  of 
body,  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  in 
the  feventh  month  of  her  fecond  pregnancy. 

Nothing  material  had  occurred  during  the 
former  part  of  her  pregnancy,  but  a  day  or  two 
previous  to  my  feeing  her,  a  very  profufe 
haemorrhage  had  taken  place,  and  fhe  had 
flight  pains  in  the  region  of  the  uterus. 

30th.  The  pain  very  materially  encreafed  1 
the  haemorrhage  had  been  very  inconflderable. 
A  glyfter  was  thrown  up,  which  produce  da 
fufficient  evacuation,  and  a  few  drops  of  tr„ 
opij  were  given  in  a  mixture  of  nitre  and  pulv. 
tragac.  c :  the  pain  continued  very  violent,  and 
towards  the  evening  began  to  bear  down. 
Upon  examination  I  could  not  difcover  the  os 

internum  the  leaft  dilated  « 
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May  ift.  On  examining  at  one  o’clock  in 

« 

the  morning,  I  found  the  membranes  ruptur¬ 
ed,  and  the  os  internum  fo  much  dilated,  that  I 
clearly  diicovered  the  prefen tation  of  the  fhoul- 
der ;  the  hand  and  arm  being  fituated  behind 
the  child  :  The  patient  appearing  much  ex- 
haufted,  and  her  attendants  extremely  anxious 
about  her  fafety,  I  folicited  the  affiftance  of 
Dr.  Beugo ;  but  before  his  arrival,  I  endea¬ 
voured  (during  an  interval  of  pain )  to  bring  the 
arm  forward,  in  order  to  profecute  the  turn 
with  the  greater  lacility,  which  I  accomplilhed 
much  fooner,  and  with  greater  fuccefs,  than  I 
expeCted.  The  foetus  was  highly  putrid,  and, 
from  appearance,  mud  have  been  fometime 
dead. 

Waiting  in  vain  for  a  pain  to  aflifl  in  ex¬ 
tracting  the  placenta,  I  was  forced  to  intro¬ 
duce  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  (as  the  funis 
was  perfectly  rotten)  and  withdrew  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  it.  On  the  iecond  attempt,  to 
bring  away  the  remainder,  I  difeovered  a  very 
alarming  laceration  through  the  pofterior  and 
inferior  part  of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Beugo  now 
entering  the  room,  and  examining,  exprefled 
his  furprife,  feeling  diftinCtly  the  inteftines 
and  their  convolutions. 


May 
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May  2d.  The  patient  much  better  than 
I  expedted,  notwithftanding  fevere  pain  about 
the  uterus  and  abdomen,  which  I  was  pleafed 
to  find  alleviated  by  an  enema  of  milk,  foft 
fugar  and  oil ;  £he  afterwards  took  a  mixture 
of  nitre  and  opium* 

The  third  day  after  delivery,  the  pain  great, 
the  difcharge  highly  tindlured  with  blood. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  pain  very  little,  the 
difcharge  trifling,  repeated  the  medicine  as 
before. 

The  fifth  day,  entirely  free  from  pain. 
From  that  time  altered  her  plan  of  regimen, 
when  flie  every  day  recovered  her  ftrength, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  purfued  her  ufuai 
domeftic  employments. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  BEUGO’s  ACCOUNT. 

As  foon  as  I  introduced  my  fingers  as  far 
as  the  lower  part  of  the  facrum,  I  met  with 
a  large  clot  of  blood,  as  big  as  an  ordinary  egg, 
which  I  found,  upon  the  re-introdu&ion  of  my 
hand,  had  lain  oppofite  to  an  opening,  over 
which  hung  a  loofe  jagged  flap;  and  behind 
it  I  met  with  feveral  convolutions  of  inteftine, 
which  I  took  between  my  fingers  and  thumb, 
to  be  afcertained  of  what  they  were ;  in  this 
manner  I  traced  at  leafi:  three  convolutions : 
diftincftly  perceiving  at  the  fame  time  the  me- 
fentery,  and  afterwards  I  pufhed  the  whole  up 
with  my  fingers  beyond  the  middle  of  the  hol¬ 
low  of  the  facrum ;  but,  on  withdrawing  my 
fingers,  the  convolutions  defcended  alfo,  though 
not  quite  fo  low  as  at  firft  I  found  them. 
Through  the  opening  my  four  fingers  could 
eafily  pafs.  It  feemed  to  be  about  the  middle 
of  the  hollow  of  the  facrum.  I  afterwards 
drew  back  my  fingers,  and  found  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  coniiderably  contra&ed  above  that 
point. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Stanton’s  account,  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  no  ficknefs  or  vomiting  came 
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on.  She  did  not  complain  of  faintnefs,  and 
no  particular  alteration  was  perceived  in  the 
pulfe ;  in  fhort,  neither  at  the  time  I  fir  ft  faw 
her,  which  was  immediately  after  the  rupture 
muft  have  taken  place,  or  at  any  fubfequent 
period  did  fhe  appear  to  fuftain  any  material 
inconvenience  from  the  accident.  I  was,  from 
one  circumftance  or  another  always  prevented 
examining  the  ftate  of  the  difcharge,  but  I 
was  repeatedy  informed,  that  it  was  in  proper 
quantity,  that  it  had  the  ufual  appearance,  and 
that  no  matter  was  at  any  time  to  be  perceived. 
She  was  ordered  a  low  cooling  diet,  and  fuch 
medicines  as  were  calculated  to  avoid  general 
inflammation. 

She  has  fince  had  another  child  at  the  full 
time,  without  any  particular  difturbance,  trou¬ 
ble  or  uneafinefs  perceptible  from  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  rupture.  She  thinks  the  whole 
procefs  of  labour  and  recovery,  with  this  laft 
child,  was  in  all  refpedts  like  that  with  the  firft 
child;  and  that  her  recovery  in  both  thefe  was 
not  fo  fpeedy,  nor  to  fo  complete  a  ftate  of 
ftrength  and  health,  as  it  was  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  after  that  in  which  the  uterus  was 
lacerated. 
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She  always  before  was  fubjed:  to  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  fluoralbus,  and  has  been  with 
no  remarkable  degree  of  difference  ftill  fubjedl 
to  the  fame. 


Grave/ end,  November  gth,  1792. 


END  OF  THE  SFXOND  PART. 
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ARTICLE  XX. 


Cafe  of  Angina  P eft oris,  with  Remarks , 
By  SAMUEL  BLACK,  M.  D. 

# 

t  (  *  v 

OF  NEWRY  IN  IRELAND,  IN  A  LETTER  TO 


THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  S. 


#  &c.  &c. 


AND  BY  HIM  COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  MEDICAL 


SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 
Read  March  10th,  1794. 


HE  Angina  Pedtoris  is  a  difeafe  of  which 


the  caufes  have  not  hitherto  been  afcer- 
tained  with  that  precifion,  that  is  always  de- 
firable  in  pathological  enquiries,  and  in  the 
treatment  of  which  very  little  fuccefs  has  as 
yet  been  attained.  If  the  following  hiflory 
of  one  lfrongly  marked  in  if  a  nee  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  and  attempt  to  afeertain  the  caufes  by 
direction,  fhouid  in  any  degree  contribute  to 
remove  the  obfeurity  attending  this  fubjedt,  or 
even  afford  an  inducement  to  others  to  make 
farther  advances  in  the  fame  path  of  inveftiga- 
tion,  it  will  add  to  the  fatisfadtion  I  feel  in 
laying  them  before  vou. 

Vox..  IV.  U  Mr. 
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Mr.  W - ,  aged  55,  tall  in  llature,  robuft 

in  his  make,  though  not  corpulent ;  accuf- 
tomed  in  his  mode  of  living  to  ltricrt  habits  of 
regularity,  temperance  and  attention  to  adtive 
bufinefs ;  was  never  fubjedt  to  any  gouty  com¬ 
plaint,  and  antecedently  to  his  prefent  difor-r 
der,  had  enjoyed  an  uniformly  good  ftate  of 
health.  In  March  1792,  while  walking  up 
an  acclivity,  he  found  a  fudden  pain  ftrike 
him  a  little  below  the  left  mamma,  which 
was  accompanied  with  a  fenfe  of  anxiety  and 
oppreflion  in  the  chert.  Thefe  feelings  im¬ 
mediately  obliged  him  to  Hand  rtill,  on  which 
they  quickly  vanished.  In  the  courfe  of  a 
day  or  two,  the  very  lame  train  of  fymptoms 
was  renewed,  on  a  limiJar  occalion  of  walking 
up  an  afcent,  and  was  ever  afterwards  invaria¬ 
bly  renewed  by  every  rtmilar  attempt.  Thefe 
attacks  foon  increafed  conliderably  in  violence, 
and  were  excited  by  walking  even  on  a  plain, 
particularly  if  he  exceeded  a  very  flow  pace. 
They  were  much  more  readily  excited,  if  he 
attempted  to  walk  after  dinner,  or  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  than  at  any  other  time,  and  were  always 
accompanied  with  what  he  called  a  numbing 
though  fcvere  pain  diffufing  itlelf  from  the 
left  fide  of  the  thorax  towards  the  Ihoulder, 

•  •  «  |  •  v*  1  •  t  ■  •  *  I  •  *  4* 
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and  thence  down  the  arm,  terminating  at  the 
infertion  of  the  deltoid  mufcle.  He  com¬ 
plained  conftantly  of  a  very  peculiar  fenfation 
in  breathing,  of  which,  he  faid,  he  could  not 
by  defcription  convey  any  adequate  idea,  but 
which,  he  thought,  refembled  the  fenfation 
he  would  have,  if  the  {kin  were  off  his  throat, 
and  a  very  cold  vapour  rufhing  down  it.  He 
had  very  frequently  a  fevere  pain  about  the 
left  fcapula,  which  latterly  became  excef- 
live. 

When  the  difeafe  had  fubfifted  in  this  form 
for  about  five  months,  he  began  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  attacked  in  the  night  with  an  excru¬ 
ciating  pain  in  the  left  fide  of  the  cheft,  the 
fame  in  kind  with  that  already  defcribed,  but 
exceeding  it  in  degree,  and  having  fuperadded 
to  it  a  moft  fevere  dyfpncea,  and  intolerable 
fenfe  of  anguifh  at  the  heart,  refembling  that 
which  is  felt  by  a  perfon  exhaufted  and  ready 
to  faint  from  running,  and  a  fenfation  which 
the  patient  compared  to  that  which  would  be 
excited  by  a  lump  of  hard  bread,  not  fuffici- 
ently  chewed,  fticking  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
cefophagus.  The  paroxyfm  ufually  attacked 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  al¬ 
ways  during  deep.  The  fymptoms  gradual- 
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ly  increafed  in  violence  for  an  hour  nearly. 
They  then  began  to  decline,  and  in  about 
another  hour  they  totally  ceafed.  In  one  or 
two  paroxyfms  of  unufual  feverity,  the  right 
arm  was  affefted  with  a  pain  fnnilar  to  that 
above  deferibed  in  the  left.  The  patient  could 
never  lie  on  the  left  fide  without  having  feelt 
ings  of  great  uneafinefs  excited  in  the  cheft  ; 
and  if  at  any  time  he  happened,  during  deep, 
to  turn  on  that  fide,  he  was  foon  roufed  by  an 
anxiety  which,  he  was  convinced,  would  foon 
have  amounted  to  a  fevere  paroxyfm,  it  he  had 
not  immediately  changed  his  pofture.  Dur¬ 
ing  no  part  of  the  fit,  nor  at  any  other  time, 
was  the  ftomach  affedted  with  erudtations, 
flatulence,  or  any  other  complaint  whatever. 
I  had  few  opportunities  of  making  obferva- 
tions  on  the  pulfe  during  a  paroxyfm  ;  but  in 
the  intervals,  it  was  natural  both  as  to  strength 
and  frequency.  The  excretions  were  regular 
and  natural. 

Very  foon  after  the  commencement  of  thele 

complaints,  Mr.  W - applied  to  me  for 

advice.  I  was  foon  fatisfled  that  the  cotn-r 
bination  of  fymptoms,  which  he  enumerated, 
conflituted  that  rare  and  Angular  aiforder, 
which  was  firft  particularly  noticed  and  accu- 

2  rately 
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rately  defcribcd  by  the  late  Dr.  Heberden, 
and  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Angina  Pec¬ 
toris.  When  I  reflected  on  all  that  had  been 
obferved  and  recorded  with  refpedt  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  fum  of  all  our 
knowledge  on  this  head  might  be  compre¬ 
hended  under  two  fliort  proportions,  viz. 

ift.  DiiTe&ions  havefhewn  this  complaint 
to  be  connected  either  with  fome  organic  de¬ 
generacy  of  the  heart  or  great  veflels,  or  with 
fome  mechanical  preffure  upon  them,  arifing 
either  from  an  effufion  of  fluids  or  an  accumu¬ 
lation  of  fat  in  the  thorax. 

2dt  The  fymptoms  conftituting  the  pa- 
roxyfms  are  evidently  of  a  fpafmodic  na¬ 
ture. 

Thefe  were  the  principles  by  which  I  was 
governed  in  treating  my  patient*  and  I  think 
they  receive  the  moft  ample  confirmation  from 
the  hiftory  and  event  of  his  cafe. 

Being  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  re¬ 
moving  or  corredting  fuch  a  degeneracy  as  that 
Ida  ted  in  the  firft  claufe  of  the  firfi:  propofition, 

I  thought  the  only  rational  indication  of  cure 
that  could  be  founded  on  this  propofition*  was 
to  produce  fuch  an  evacuation  of  the  thinner 
fluids  of  the  body  as  might  have  a  tendency  to 

U  3  remove 
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remove  any  effulion,  or  to  reduce  any  accu¬ 
mulation  of  fat  that  might  be  prefumed  to  be 
prefent.  With  this  view,  two  iflues  were  efta- 
blifhed,  a  remedy  which  I  was  prompt  to 
adopt,  from  the  complete  fuccefs  attributed  to 
it  in  two  cafes  by  the  late  very  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  Dr.  Smyth  of  Dublin,  and  for  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  which  we  have  not  only  his  own 
evidence,  but  that  of  the  late  Dr.  Macbride 
alio.  Med.  Comment.  Vol.  V.  Blifters 
were  applied  to  the  cheft  occafionally,  and  a 
variety  of  medicines,  adapted  to  the  indica¬ 
tion,  were  preferibed  ;  luch  as  antimonial  and 
mercurial  alteratives,  the  volatile  tinfture  of 
guaiac.  with  antimonial  wine,  laxatives,  &c. 
By  the  advice  of  a  phyfician  of  eminence  and 
much  experience,  the  patient  ufed  tar-water 
to  the  amount  of  a  jill  three  times  a  day. 
This  medicine  was  continued  for  four  months 
with  great  regularity  and  perfeverance,  and 
was  uniformly  obferved  to  excite  a  confidera- 
ble  diurefis.  Great  moderation  and  even 
abftemioufnefs  in  diet  were  enjoined,  and  ftrid- 
ly  complied  with.  On  the  approach  of  win¬ 
ter,  a  flannel  fhirt  was  recommended. 

The  indication  arifing  out  of  the  fecond 
proportion  is  fufficiently  obvious.  A  variety 

of 
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of  remedies  accommodated  to  it  were  tried  ; 
the  Peruvian  Bark,  the  foetid  gums,  camphor, 
and  the  extraclum  cic  1  tse,  to  the  amount  of  20 
grains  twice  a  day,  in  which  dole  it  excited 
headach  and  tremors.  For  the  relief  of  the 
paroxyfms,  when  prefen t,  I  had  recourfe  to 
the  vitriolic  aether  and  the  tindlura  thebaica  in 
peppermint-water.  Thefe  afforded  relief  at 
firft,  but  foon  loft  their  efficacy. 

Notwithftanding  fuch  varied  treatment,  the 
effects  of  the  remedies  employed  were  far  from 
correfponding  with  my  earned:  willies.  The 
only  advantage  gained  feemed  to  be  a  longer 
interval  between  the  paroxyfms*  In  other 
refpedts,  the  diforder  continued  to  gain  ground, 
and  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday 
the  2 2d.  March  laft,  the  patient  was  attacked 
by  a  mod:  dreadful  paroxyfm.  When  I  vilited 
him,  I  found  him  in  exquiffte  torture.  The 
pain  was  conftant  ;  but  every  minute,  or  every 
two  minutes,  it  diot  peculiar  violence  and 
pungency  from  the  left  bread  towards  the  fca- 
pula,  producing  each  time  a  convulfive  ftart, 
in  which  every  mufcle  in  the  body  feemed  to 
be  affedted.  A  fevere  dry  cough  came  on  very 
fuddenly,  and  continued  inceffantly  for  twelve 
or  thirteen  hours,  when  it  went  off  as  fuddenly 
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as  it  had  come  on.  The  ftomach  rejected 
every  kind  both  of  medicine  and  drink.  Nei¬ 
ther  blifters  nor  the  warm  bath  afforded  any 
relief.  He  continued  in  the  greateft  agony 
till  four  o’clock  on  Sunday  evening,  when 
t  he  expired. 

Being  extremely  anxious  to  avail  myfelf  of 
this  opportunity  of  invefligating  the  caufes  of 
fo  terrible  a  diforder,  I  with  fome  difficulty 
obtained  permiffion  to  examine  the  body.  The 
examination,  (in  which  I  had  the  affiftance  of 
my  worthy  and  judicious  friend.  Dr.  William 
Haliday)  was  made  40  hours  after  death. 

On  cutting  through  the  integuments  of  the 
thorax,  the  cellular  membrane  was  found 
loaded  with  fat  to  a  much  greater  de¬ 
gree  than  the  external  figure  and  appearance 
of  the  patient,  when  living,  would  have  led 
to  imagine.  The  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  left  fide,  were  become  quite 
offeous.  On  cutting  into  the  mediaffinum,  a 
part  of  its  internal  furface  was  covered  with  a 
thin  layer  of  fat.  There  was  no  effufion  into 
the  pericardium,  nor  into  either  cavity  of  the 
the  thorax.  The  lungs  were  found,  but  had 
fome  fmall  adhefions  to  the  pleura.  The  heart 
itfelf  appeared  large,  and  on  being  handled  was 

,  found 
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found  to  be  very  unufually  tender  and  lacera- 
ble.  In  none  of  the  valves  could  any  vifible 
degeneracy  be  detected  :  but  the  two  coronary 
arteries  exhibited  the  moft  complete  offifica- 
tion  I  ever  law.  From  their  origin  through 
two  inches  of  their  length,  they  had  become 
a  complete  bone.  A  cavity  indeed  ftill  remain¬ 
ed,  the  internal  furface  of  which  was  lined 
with  what  had  the  appearance  of  a  thin  mem¬ 
brane,  but  which  poffibly  might  have  been  fo 
far  mufcular  as  to  contribute,  though  certain¬ 
ly  in  a  very  inadequate  manner,  to  carry  on  the 
arterial  function.  On  the  internal  furface  of 
the  left  auricle,  a  fmall  ofleous  globule,  of  the 
iize  of  a  grain  of  fhot,  was  found,  and  the  au¬ 
ricle  itfelf  was  remarkably  thin,  and  had  a  de¬ 
cayed  appearance.  On  the  external  furface 
of  the  left  ventricle  was  a  little  fat ;  but  the 
quantity  was  inconfiderable.  The  aorta,  from 
its  origin  to  its  curvature,  was  very  much  dilated, 
fo  as  to  exhibit  rather  the  appearance  of  a  bag 
than  of  an  artery.  Its  internal  furface,  as  well 
as  its  fubftance,  when  divided  by  the  knife, 
very  much  relembled  the  white  leather  of 
which  French  gloves  are  made.  The  abdomi¬ 
nal  vifcera,  on  a  fuperficial  examination,  ap¬ 
peared  perfectly  found. 


If 


1 70  MEMOIRS  OF  TUB 

m 

If  we  compare  thefe  morbid  appearances 
with  thofe  that  have  been  difcovered  in  other 
difledtions,  relating  to  the  fame  complaint,  we 
fhall  find  the  coincidence  in  fome  effential 
points  to  be  very  remarkable.  The  offifica- 
tion  of  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  has  been  ob- 
ferved  both  by  Dr.  Wall,  Med.  Tranf.  Vol. 
III.  and  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  Med.  Ob- 
ferv.  Vol.  V.  In  the  former  of  thefe  direc¬ 
tions,  the  dilatation  of  the  aorta  was  alfo 
found ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  very  remarka¬ 
ble  oflification  of  the  coronaries.  Various 
fmall  oflifications  in  different  parts  of  the 
heart  and  great  veffels  have  been  a  frequent 
occurrence  in  difledtions  relating  to  this  difor- 
der.  The  chief  point  of  difcrepancy,  between 
this  and  other  difledtions,  is  the  abfence  of  any 
effufion  of  fluids,  or  of  any  accumulation  of 
fat  in  the  chert  ;  for  the  quantity  of  fat  in 
this  cafe  was  far  from  being  remarkable.  Is 
it  reafonable  to  prefume  that  it  might  have 
been  more  confiderable  in  the  early  ftage  of 
the  diiorder  ?  And  if  lo,  could  its  ablorption 
be  confidered,  in  any  degree,  as  a  confequence 
of  the  means  ufed  for  difiipating  the  thinner 
fluids,  namely  the  ufe  of  diuretics,  diapho¬ 
retics,  and  the  conrtant  drain  of  two  ifliies. 

I  confidcr 
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I  confider  it  as  a  fpeculation  not  void  either 
of  curiofity  or  utility,  to  enquire  how  far  the 
fymptoms  of  this  complaint,  detailed  in  the 
hiftory  of  it,  are  capable  of  being  explained 
by  a  proper  application  of  the  morbid  appear- 

n 

ances  difcovered  by  diftedlion,  or  by  known 
and  acknowledged  principles  of  phyfiology 
and  pathology.  When  we  read  over  the  hifto¬ 
ry,  it  will  be  obvious,  from  very  little  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  there  are  feveral  of  the  fymptoms, 
towards  the  explanation  of  which  the  diffec- 
tion  affords  no  light  whatever ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  there  are  others  of  which  it  enables 
us  to  give  an  account  not  altogether  unfatif- 
fadtory.  To  the  former  clafs  belong  the  dif- 
fufion  of  the  pain  from  the  cheft  to  the  fhoul- 
der,  and  to  the  infertion  of  the  deltoid  mufcle, 
the  pain  at  the  left  fcapula,  where  this 
fame  mufcle  has  its  origin,  the  peculiar 
fenfation  in  breathing,  refembling  a  ftream  of 
told  vapour,  and  the  fenfation  of  fomething 
flicking  in  the  cefophagus.  Thefe  feem  to 
me  to  have  been  owing  to  a  morbid  affedtion 
of  the  nerves  of  thefe  parts,  communicated 
from  the  nerves  of  thofe  organs  that  were  vi- 
fibly  difeafed,  by  what  phy  fiologifts  have  nam¬ 
ed  fympathy ,  a  term  which  is  merely  expreftive 
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of  a  fadt,  but  by  no  means  explanatory  of  It. 
With  the  fadt,  however,  we  muft  remain  fa- 
tisfied  till  we  fhall  have  acquired  a  much 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  fundtions  of 
the  nerves  than  we  at  prefent  poffefs.  Thus 
we  receive  for  a  fadt,  without  being  at  all  able 
to  explain  it,  that  an  inflammation  of  the  li¬ 
ver  excites  a  pain  on  the  top  of  the  right  fhoul- 
der,  and  that  the  irritation  of  light  on  the  re¬ 
tina  is  the  caufe  of  the  contradtion  of  the 
iris. 

Moil  of  the  other  fymptoms  contained  in 
the  hiftory  may,  I  think,  be  comprehended 
in  a  fecond  clafs,  of  which  the  morbid  ap¬ 
pearances  will  enable  us  to  offer  fome  explana¬ 
tion. 

i  ft.  The  fudden  pain  excited  by  walking, 
and  accompanied  by  a  fenfation  of  anxiety 
and  opprelTion  in  the  cheft.  The  pain  is,  J 
think,  clearly  to  be  referred  to  the  heart, 
as  its  feat.  When  we  confider  the  degree 
of  difeafe  found  in  the  heart  and  great 
artery,  we  cannot  hefitate  to  allow  that 
they  muft  have  been  in  a  ftate  of  great  inap¬ 
titude  for  the  performance  of  their  fundtions  ; 
and  it  is  a  fadt  very  generally  obferved,  that, 
when  any  organ  is,  by  difeafe,  rendered  unfit 

for 
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for  its  office,  the  performance  of  that  office  is 
attended  with  pain.  But  to  inveftigate  this 
point  a  little  more  minutely  ;  by  exercife,  the 
blood  is  returned  from  the  extreme  parts  to 
the  heart  with  greater  rapidity  than  when  the 
body  is  at  reft.  The  blood  being  thus  re¬ 
turned  to  the  heart  with  increafed  rapidity, 
and  the  heart  being  incapable,  from  difeafe,  of 
propelling  it  with  proportional  celerity,  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  blood  about  the  heart,  and  an 
impeded  adion  of  that  organ  muft  enfue, 
fully  adequate  to  the  produdion  of  the  pain¬ 
ful  fenfation.  In  this  fituation,  the  heart 
could  not  receive  the  blood  returning  from  the 
the  lungs  with  that  freedom  that  is  natural  and 
neceffary.  To  relieve  the  lungs,  and  facilitate 
the  tranfmiffion  of  the  blood  through  them, 
the  patient  would  by  an  inftind  of  nature,  en¬ 
deavour  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  cheft,by 
making  fuller  infpirations  than  ordinary.  But 
the  offification  of  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs 
would  create  a  powerful  obftacle  to  fuch  an 
expanfion  of  the  cheft.  This  obftacle,  join¬ 
ed  to  the  obftrudion  to  the  free  return  of  the 
blood  from  the  lungs,  is,  I  think,  fufficient 
to  account  for  the  fymptoms  of  anxiety  and 
pppreffion.  Exercife,  the  exciting  caufe  of 

thefe 
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thefe  fymptoms,  ccafing,  the  fymptoms  ceafcd 
alfo.  Thefe  attacks  were  more  readily  excited 
by  walking  up  hill,  becaufe  fuch  an  attempt 
requires  greater  mufcular  exertion,  and  will 
therefore  have  a  greater  eftedt  in  accelerating 
the  circulation,  than  walking  on  a  plain.  They 
were  more  readily  excited  after  dinner,  partly, 
perhaps,  on  account  of  the  body  poffeffing  a 
greater  degree  of  irritability  during  the  procefs 
of  digeftion,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 
fullnefs  of  the  ftomach  ftraitening  the  capaci¬ 
ty  of  the  thorax.  The  manner  in  which  this 
diminution  of  capacity  operates  will  be  no¬ 
ticed  afterwards. 

2d.  The  nightly  paroxyfms,  Thefe  were 
undoubtedly  lpafmodic,  and  the  exciting  caufe 
feems  to  have  been  the  difeafed  Hate  of  the 
heart  and  great  artery.  We  know  that  a  dif¬ 
eafed  condition  of  the  other  organs,  the  liver, 
.fpleen,  ftomach,  uterus,  &c.  is  obferved  to  be 
a  frequent  caufe  of  lpafmodic  or  nervous  fymp¬ 
toms.  Thefe  paroxyfms  always  came  on  dur¬ 
ing  fleep.  Of  the  particular  ftate  or  condition 
of  the  nervous  fyftem  during  deep  we  are  ig¬ 
norant  :  but  we  know  from  experience  that  it 
has  a  powerful  effedt  in  difpofing  the  body  to 
be  aftcdled  with  nervous  dilorders ;  a  circum- 

fiance 
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fiance  which  I  fliall  by  no  means  attempt  to 
explain,  but  which  might  be  illuflrated  by  a 
very  extenfive  analogy.  It  is  a  matter  of  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  whole  train  of  nervous  dif- 
cafes,  the  afthma,  epilepfy,  incubus,  &c.  are 
particularly  prone  to  make  their  attack  during 
deep, 

3d.  The  inability  to  lie  on  the  left  fide. 
From  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  heart  and  great 
artery,  it  is  evident  that  they  would  be  incapa¬ 
ble  of  bearing  any  preflure  upon  them,  or  any 
diminution  of  the  fpace  they  naturally  occupy, 
with  impunity.  The  left  cavity  of  the  thorax, 
in  which  the  heart  is  chiefly  fituated,  is  natu¬ 
rally  fmalier  than  the  right.  When  the  pati¬ 
ent  lay  on  the  left  fide,  the  left  cavity  would 
be  diminished  partly  by  the  external  preflure 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  arifing  from  the 
weight  of  the  body  itlelf,  and  partly  by  the 
incumbency  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  on 
the  mediaftinum.  Hence  arofe  the  uneafinefs 
inducing  a  neceffity  for  an  immediate  change 
of  pofture.  But  when  the  patient  turned  to 
the  right  fide,  the  left  was  freed  from  exter¬ 
nal  preflure,  and  the  heart,  pericardium  and 
great  veflels  had  a  tendency,  by  their  own 
weighty  to  occupy  a  portion,  however  final!, 
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of  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  thus  to 
produce  an  amplification  of  the  left,  whereby 
their  aftion  was  rendered  more  free  and  un- 
difturbed. 

Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  I  fhall  make 
one  or  two  remarks  which  appear  to  me  of 
fome  practical  importance :  and  firft,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  difTed:ions,  that  there  is  fome  varie¬ 
ty  in  the  caufes  of  this  diforder ;  for  though 
it  does,  in  perhaps  the  majority  of  in  fiances, 
depend  on  fome  organic  labes  of  the  heart  or 
arteries,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  mechanical 
prefTure  alone,  arifing  from  the  caufes  already 
dated,  iscapableof  prcducingall  thefymptoms. 
The  difTedtion  of  the  body  of  R.  M.  Efq. 
given  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  Med.  Obierv.  Vol. 
V.  fufficiently  proves  this  aflertion.  Here 
the  heart  and  great  veffels  were  perfectly  found, 
but  were  expofed  to  mechanical  prefTure,  both 
from  an  effufion  of  water  and  an  accumulation 
of  fat.  The  complete  fuccefs  with  which 
three  cafes  of  the  Angina  Peftoris  were  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  late  mod:  ingenious  Dr.  Smyth,  of 
Dublin,  appeared  to  me  for  fome  time  inex¬ 
plicable  but  I  think  the  prefent  view  of  the 
fubjed  tends  in  fome  meafure  to  remove  the 
•  difficulty.  Dr.  Smyth  was  for  thirty  years 
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very  defervedly  at  the  head  of  his  profeffion  in. 
this  kingdom,  and  no  man  will  call  in  ques¬ 
tion  either  his  judgment  or  Sagacity  in  diftin- 
guilhing  this  complaint  from  every  other,  nor 
will  any  prefume  to  entertain  a  fufpicion  of  his 
veracity  in  relating  the  luccefs  of  his  practice. 
I  think  Dr.  Smyth’s  cafes  mufr  have  belonged 
to  that  variety  of  the  difeafe  depending  on 
mechanical  preflure.  One  of  his  patients 
was  only  thirty-four  years  of  age,  and  had  felt 
the  fir  ft  Symptoms  of  the  complaint  So  early  as 
Seventeen,  a  period  of  life  at  which  we  fhould 
not  expedt  any  organic  difeafe  of  the  heart  or 
great  veflels.  In  two  of  thefe  cafes,  the  cure 
was  accompliihed  by  iffues ;  in  the  third,  by 
an  antimonial  alterative,  aided  by  large  Sponta¬ 
neous  discharges  of  a  gleety  ichor  from  the 
Scrotum  and  anus,  which  might  be  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  natural  ifiue.  The  pradtical  in¬ 
ference  refill  ting  from  this  view  of  thefubjedt 
is,  that  in  thofe  cafes  depending  on  mechanical 
preffure,  we  need  not  defpair  of  curing  the 
difeafe.  The  phyfician  therefore  who  will 
furnifh  us  with  a  diagnoftic,  by  which  we  may 
be  enabled  to  diftinguifh  thefe  two  varieties  of 
the  diforder,  will  make  an  addition  to  our  know¬ 
ledge  of  it  very  much  to  be  defired.  Such  a 
\  ol.  IV.  X  diagnolis 
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diagncfis  I  am  not  at  prcfcnt  prepared  to  efta- 
blilh.  I  fhall  only  obferve  that  in  thofe  cafes, 
which  appear  to  have  depended  on  mechanical 
preflure  and  irregularity  of  the  pulfe,  feem  to 
have  been  a  more  frequent  concomitant  than 
in  thofe  depending  on  an  organic  lubes.  The 
cafe  of  R.  M.  Efq.  above  quoted,  and  two  of 
Dr.  Smyth3  s  cafes,  have  a  tendency  to  confirm 
this  obfervation.  I  may  obferve  farther,  that 
the  younger  the  patient,  there  is  the  lefs  pro¬ 
bability  of  any  organic  degeneracy.  In  the 
mean  time,  till  a  more  complete  and  fatisfac- 
tory  diagnofis  can  be  made  out,  it  will  perhaps 
be  advifable  for  a  phyfician,  when  treating  this 
diforder,  to  proceed  on  the  idea  of  its  depend¬ 
ing  on  mechanical  prelfure,  becaufe  if  the  fa<ft 
fhould  coincide  with  the  luppolition,  he  may 
afford  confiderable  relief,  perhaps  effect  a 
cure ;  if  it  fhould  not,  no  injury  is  done,  nor 
any  advantageous  opportunity  loft ;  for  I  believe 
we  are  as  yet  unacquainted  with  any  means  of 
correcting  or  removing  ofiification,  or  other 
organic  blemifh  of  the  heart. 

I  fhould  confider  it  as  a  great  improvement 
to  afeertain,  with  accuracy  and  precifion,  the 
remote  caufes  of  this  diforder.  This  part  of 
the  hiftory  of  it  is  ftill  very  imperfcCt,  and 

well 
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well  deferves  the  attention  of  thofe  who  may 
have  opportunities  of  obfervation,  One  cir- 
cumftance  is  pretty  obvious,  that  it  feems  in 
moft  inftances  to  have  been  connected  with  a 
degree  of  obefity. 

One  gentleman,  who  has  written  a  theory 
of  this  diforder,  fuppofes  it  to  be  of  a  gouty 
nature ;  and  that  it  is  in  fact  nothing  elfe  than  an 
irregular  gout,  affecting  particularly  the  dia¬ 
phragm  ;  for  which  reafon  he  thinks  it  ought 
to  be  named  the  diaphragmatic  gout .  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  ignorant  of  any  hiftories  or 
diffedtions  relating  to  this  complaint,  that  can 
afford  a  foundation  for  fuch  an  opinion.  It 
may  unqueftionably  have  been  complicated 
with  the  gout ;  but  if  a  phyfician  will  not  care¬ 
fully  difcriminate  between  a  cafual  conjunc¬ 
tion  and  a  neceffary  connection,  his  practice 
will  in  many  inftances  be  unfuccefsful,  his 
judgments  erroneous,  and  his  errors  fatal. 

Are  women  exempted  from  this  difeafe  ?  I 
do  not  recollect  any  decided  inftance  on  record 
of  its  occurring  in  the  female  fex,  and  fome 
of  the  oldeft  and  moft  experienced  phyficians 
in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  have  made  the 
fame  remark. 

•  SAMUEL  BLACK. 
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Curfory  Remarks  on  the  appearance  of  the  An¬ 


gina  Scarlatina 


IN  TIIE  SPRING  OF  1793, 

By  J.  C.  LETTSOM,  M.  D. 

Read  October.  28th,  1793. 

HE  winter  of  1792-3,  was  more  tem- 


JL  perate  than  any  that  occurred  to  my  re¬ 
collection.  There  were  net  two  fuccefiivc 
days  of  (harp  froft,  nor  was  there  one  day,  that 
admitted  of  ikaiting  even  on  (hallow  water. 
The  ground  about  London,  never  was  cover¬ 
ed  one  day  with  fnow  or  hail,  nor  fcarcely 
one  day’s  interruption  given  to  brick  and  mor¬ 
tar  in  architecture.  Much  rain  however  fell 
in  this  period,  as  well  as  in  the  fpring  which 
was  a  cold  one. 

In  this  latter  feafon,  there  prevailed  eryfipc- 
latous  fevers,  aphthse  both  with,  and  without 
fever,  and  fome  cafes  of  typhus  fever. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  year  1793, 
the  Angina  firll  appeared,  in  the  higher  vil- 
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lages  about  London  ;  gradually  defcended  into 
lower  fituations,  and  vifited  the  metropolis 
pretty  generally  near  the  end  of  February.  It 
has  been  remarked  for  many  years,  that  this 
difeafe  appears  in  the  vicinity  of  London  ;  be¬ 
fore  it  vi(its  the  metropolis. 

The  neighbouring  villages  are  full  of  board- 
ing-fchools,  to  accommodate  the  children 
whofe  parents  refide  in  London  ;  and  as  foon 
as  any  of  the  children  are  infeded  they  are  fent 
home,  and  thus  propagate  the  difeafe  in  the 
city  :  for  two  years  fuccefiively  I  have  firft 
heard  of  the  appearance  of  the  infection  at 
Hampftead  or  Highgate,  fituations  remarkable 
for  their  high  elevation  ;  this  however  is  not 
uniformly  the  cafe  ?  but  this  fubjed  is  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  further  attention,  as  it  may  lead 
to  certain  means  of  prevention.  That  female 
children  fhould  be  more  fufceptible  of  catching 
the  infedion,  may  be  inferred  from  their  greater 
delicacy.  In  the  period  I  am  defcribing,  1 
faw  much  fewer  patients  in  London,  than  in 
the  neighbouring  villages,  and  in  proportion 
to  the  number  infeded,  the  fatality  was  much 
greater  in  the  latter.  In  fome  villages,  pri¬ 
vate  families  fullered  greatly :  in  a  few  of  thefe 
I  heard  that  half  the  number  of  the  children 

X  3  died 


g8a 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


died.  During  the  time  I  have  defcribcd,  that 
is  from  January  to  the  end  of  May,  I  attend¬ 
ed  three  fatal  cafes,  each  of  which  I  {hall  in¬ 
troduce  here,  as  perhaps  of  more  medical  ad¬ 
vantage  than  the  detail  of  fuccefsful  ones. 


Case  I. 

Early  in  February  1793,  being  engaged  in 
attendance  on  a  gentleman  near  Wimbleton 
Common,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  one  of  the  do- 
meftics,  then  labouring  under  the  Angina 
Scarlatina.  Some  of  the  children  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  had  had  the  Angina  with  ulceration  of 
the  tonfils,  but  without  any  efflorefcencc  of 
the  {kin. 

The  prefent  fubjedt  was  about  22  years  of 
age.  She  had  always  been  healthy,  and  had 
laboured  under  no  indifpofition  previous  to 
the  prefent  attack,  which  began  with  al- 
moft  inceflant  vomiting,  and  fome  tendency 
to  diarrhoea:  the  fluid  ejedted  feemed  to  be 
merely  what  fhe  drank ;  and  when  the 
ftcmach  was  empty,  a  {training  to  vomit  con¬ 
tinued.  She  was  exceflively  reftlefs,  continu¬ 
ally  tolling  from  one  fide  of  the  bed  to  the 

other 
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other,  and  fometimes  delirious  ;  the  pulfe  was 
fo  rapid,  as  to  admit  counting  with  difficulty, 
but  not  intermit  tin  o;.  The  fkin  was  covered 
with  the  fcarlatina,  and  the  whites  of  the  eyes 
were  of  a  ferretty  red.  On  examining  the 
throat,  the  whole  internal  fauces,  and  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  pervade,  the  fame  fcarlet  colour¬ 
ed  efflorefcence  extended  down  her  throat,  and 
on  the  tonfils,  which  were  much  fwelled;  there 
were  alfo  (light  ulcerous  fpecks.  It  was  remark¬ 
ed  that  from  the  firft  attack,  the  fufpiria  and 
moaning  were  expreffive  of  great  anxiety  and 
debility.  The  fymptoms  defcribed  occurred 
on  the  firft  day.  On  the  fecond  little  varia¬ 
tion  was  remarked  ;  the  fame  reftleffnefs,  and 
ftraining  to  vomit,  with  encreafed  fufpiria  and 
debility  appeared,  the  diarrhoea  had  not  totally 
fubfided ;  delirium  was  augmented,  and  the 
jacftation  in  bed  inceffant,  for  (lie  had  little  or 
no  deep  without  inquietude. 

After  this  time  I  did  not  fee  her,  but  I  was 
informed  that  (he  died  on  the  4th  day.  The 
fame  fymptoms  nearly  continuing,  till  her 
death.  She  took  on  my  firft  vifit,  a  folution 
of  conferve  of  rofes  in  mint  water,  well  aci¬ 
dulated  with  the  vitriolic  acid ;  to  which  was 
occafionally  added  thebaic  tinfture,  and  laftly 

X  4  bark } 
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bark ;  blifters  had  been  applied  behind  the 
ears  and  fomentations  of  poppy  heads  to  the 
feet. 


Cases  II.  and  III. 

* 

Near  the  conclufion  of  February  1793,  a 
young  lady  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  about 
20  years  of  age,  was  attacked  with  a  fore 
throat ;  about  the  fifth  day  I  was  confulted. 
As  there  never  had  been  any  eruption  on  the 
fkin,  and  the  tonfils  were  very  much  inflamed, 
the  dileafe  I  underftood  put  on  the  appearance 
of  inflammation  at  its  commencement ;  at  the 
period  when  I  attended,  the  nature  of  the  af¬ 
fection  became  more  decifive,  and  the  tonfils 
were  conliderably  ulcerated,  the  parts  afh-co- 
loured,  or  livid ;  the  debility  exceffive,  the 
pulfe  quick  and  weak,  and  the  delirium  almoft 
conflant ;  the  alvine  and  urinary  evacutions 
were  involuntary ;  fometimes  the  patient  laid 
comatofe,  at  others  was  reitlefs  and  moaning. 
The  whole  afpeCt  of  the  cafe  gave  me  very 
little  hope  of  a  recovery.  As  deglutition  was 
difficult,  what  was  taken  was  cordial ;  and  by 
perfeverance,  bylittle  and  little,aboutonequart 
of  red  port  wine  was  confumed  in  twenty-four 

2  hours. 
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hours.  The  chief  medicine  was  acidulated 
bark.  By  inceffant  care  in  adminiftering 
nourifhment  and  medicine  ;  by  cleanlmefs 
and  attention  to  the  admifiion  of  air,  after 
a  ftruggle  of  about  ten  days  this  young 
lady  recovered. 

Her  filler,  about  fifteen,  of  a  healthy 
conftitution,  appeared  indifpofed,  the  day 
before  my  firfl  vifit  to  the  elder  filler,  whofe 
difeafe  I  have  remarked  was  not  at  its  out- 
fet  fufpecled  to  be  infe&ious,  and  never 
was  accompanied  with  the  Scarlatina; 
communication,  was  hence,  not  interdi&ed. 
I  found  the  fauces  and  tonfils  efflorefcent, 
with  an  eryfipelatous  tinge,  but  although 
the  latter  were  fwelled,  I  perceived  no  ul¬ 
ceration  ;  the  bread  and  arms  had  alfo  a  flight 
efflorefcence,  which  determined  my  opinion 
of  the  difeafe  being  the  Angina  Scarlatina. 
The  reftleffnefs  was  not  very  confiderable, 
nor  was  the  pulfe  or  degree  of  fever  then 
alarming ;  but  there  were  frequent  fufpiria 
and  efforts  to  vomit ;  nothing  however, 
was  ejected,  except  the  fluids  fwallowed  ; 
fome  diarrhoea  attended ;  fire  appeared 
fometimes  comatofe. 
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On  the  next  morning  the  late  Dr.  Auftin 
met  me  in  confutation,  on  account  of  the 
elder  filler,  juft  mentioned.  We  pre- 
feribed  for  the  younger  the  infufion  of 
roles  with  two  drops  of  tin&ura  thcbaica, 
every  four  hours ;  blifters  behind  the  cars, 
and  a  fomentation  of  vinegar  and  water  to 
the  legs. 

In  the  evening,  we  found  the  effloref- 
ccnce  on  the  (kin  very  general  and  florid  ; 
the  internal  fauces  and  tonfils  of  the  fame 
colour,  with  trifling  white  fpecks  on  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  the  pulfe  was  low  and  fomewhat  flut¬ 
tering;  her  diarrhoea  continued;  the  me¬ 
dicines  and  diet  had  been  vomited.  I  had 
previoufly  given  her  vegetable  acid  and  al- 
cali  in  a  ftate  of  effervefcence,  with  no  bet¬ 
ter  fuccefs. 

A  blifter  was  applied  to  the  fternum  ; 
one  draught  was  given  with  nine  drops  of 
thebaic  tintture,  and  a  clyfter  with  twenty. 
The  apothecary,  who  flept  in  the  houfe, 
\1f1ted  Herat  two  o  clock  in  the  morning, 
found  her  calmer  and  difpofed  to  fleep, 
but  fick  on  taking  any  thing,  though  the 
medicine  itfclf  had  not  been  vomited  i  at 
eight  in  the  morning  he  did  not  appre¬ 
hend 
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hend  greater  danger,  but  at  ten,  however, 
flie  expired  with  deep  and  feeble  fufpiria. 


Case.  IV. 

This  child,  about  fix  years  old,  refided  at 
the  village  of  Feckhain  :  In  April,  on  the 
4th  day  of  the  attack,  when  I  faw  it,  the 
ulcerations  on  the  tonfils  were  confiderable, 
but  there  was  not  the  leaft  effiorefcence  on 
the  {kin.  The  pulfe  was  feldom  under  130 
in  a  minute,  and  this  was  the  principal  un- 
pleafant  fymptom  the  child  laboured  un¬ 
der  ;  in  other  refpefts,  the  deviation  from 
common  health  was  not  confiderable.  She 
took  nourilhment,  flept  pretty  well,  and 
was  always  fenfible. 

On  the  8th  day,  {he  was  fo  much  reliev¬ 
ed,  that  I  did  not  deem  it  requifite  to  re¬ 
new  my  vifits ;  no  difeafe  being  apparent 
but  debility;  the  pulfe  however  was  ftill  ra¬ 
pid,  but  judging  this  to  depend  on  weak- 
nefs,  I  prefumed  upon  its  return  to  a  natu¬ 
ral  hate  from  returning  health.  Two  days 
afterwards  I  was  haftily  demanded  to  revifit 
my  patient,  but  before  my  arrival  it  expir¬ 
ed. 
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ed.  I  was  informed  that  a  diarrhoea  fud- 
dcnly  came  on,  twelve  hours  before  dido- 
lution. 

Her  brother,  about  a  year  older,  caught 
the  difeafe,  and  had  frnall  ulcerations  of  the 
tonfils,  and  the  Scarlatina  over  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body.  This  patient,  how¬ 
ever,  foon  overcame  every  fymptom. 


Case  V. 

M.  G.  a  child  three  years  old,  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  April,  with  the  Meades  :  at  the 
fchool  from  whence  die  was  removed,  this 
difeafe,  as  well  as  the  Angina,  had  infe&ed 
the  majority  of  the  children  ;  but  both  dif- 
eafcs  never  appeared  upon  any  child  at  the 
fame  time.  The  family  had  eight  children. 
Jud.  as  the  meades  were  fubfiding,  the  An¬ 
gina  diewed  itfelf :  at  this  moment  it  was 
that  I  was  called  in  to  attend.  From  a 
fimilarity  in  the  eruption,  which  every 
practitioner  is  aware  of,  from  the  remaining 
cough,  and  from  the  mere  rednefs  of  the 

tonfils,  without  ulceration,  I  was  indoubt, 

*  *  ~ 

to  which  difeafe  to  aferibe  the  fympioms ; 

on 
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on  the  next  day,  the  cough  was  lefs  trou- 
blefome,  whilft  the  fymptoms  of  Angina 
had  augmented,  and  I  was  then  clear  that 
this  was  the  prefent  malady.  1  he  apothe¬ 
cary  had  applied  a  blifler  to  the  neck,  and 
given  acidulated  bark.  I  was  long  doubt¬ 
ful  about  the  event  of  this  child,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fphacclus  following  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  blifler  to  the  neck,  but  after 
fevere  confli&s  for  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
the  patient  recovered  ;  with,  however,  a 
fear  or  cicatrix,  on  the  forepart  of  the 
neck.  The  parents  of  this  child,  all  the 
other  children,  as  well  as  the  fervants, 
both  male  and  female,  had  the  fore  throat, 
and  thofe  who  had  not  had  the  mealies, 
caught  likewife  this  difeale,  but  no  one  per- 
fon  had  both  thefe  difeafes  at  the  fame  time, 
fo  far  at  leaft  as  could  be  afeertained  by 
fymptoms.  With  fome  of  the  children  the 
mealies  appeared  firft  ;  in  others  the  fore 
throat  preceded.  In  confequence  of  this 
fucceflion,  the  difeafes  continued  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  for  the  fpace  of  two  months,  which 
probably  might  fingly  have  terminated  in 
as  many  weeks.  Some  in  the  family  had 
the  ulcerated  fore  throat  without  any  erup¬ 
tion, 


*9<>  *  memo  ms  or  the 

tion,  Tome  had  the  Scarlatina  with  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  fore  tinoat.  This  was 
obferved  not  only  among  the  children,  but 
alfo  among  the  fcrvants. 

During  this  long  period  of  ficknefs  in  the 
family,  they  had  no  other  communication 
than  medical  attendance.  The  children 
were  either  within  doors,  or  in  the  garden, 
and  the  houfe  was  in  the  country  detached 
from  every  other. 

In  relating  the  curfory  hiflories  of  the 
preceding  cafes,  I  had  no  view  of  fupport- 
ing  any  fpeculative  opinions  refpe&ing  the 
nature  or  cure  of  the  difeale.  Some 
have  defcribed  the  Angina  Scarlatina,  and 
the  Angina  Maligna  as  diftinft  difeafes; 
as  far,  however,  as  my  experience  ex¬ 
tended,  they  appeared  here  to  originate 
from  one  fource  of  infeftion,  differently 
modified,  by  fome  peculiarity  of  conftitu- 
tion,  hate  of  the  weather,  mode  of  living, 
or  degree  of  virulence  in  the  infection. 
But,  whether,  this  fuggeftion  be  admitted 
or  not,  the  fymptoms  feemed  to  require 
fome  variation  in  treatment. 

When  this  difeafe  is  accompanied  with 
the  fcarlet  eruption;  there,  are  ufually 

more 
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more  heat  and  fever,  reftleffnefs,  head-ach 
and  third  :  at  its  onfet,  diaphoretics  and 
antimonials,  if  the  ftomach  will  bear  them, 
might  be  adopted  ;  but  I  think  Dover  s 
powder  in  fmall  dofes  preferable  ;  to  which 
may  be  added  faline  neutral  draughts  with 
aromatic  confe&ion.  The  Angina  under 
this  appearance  is  much  relieved,  by  in¬ 
ducing  a  gentle  perfpiration,  wThich  is  alfo 
promoted  by  warm  fomentations  to  the  legs 
and  feet;  but  as  debility  is  liable  foon  to 
enfue,  this  muft  be  obviated  by  wine  negus 
or  whey ;  and  by  freely  drinking  of  an 
acidulated  infufion  of  red  rofes.  If  with 
this  debility  there  is  a  diminution  of  febrile 
fymptoms,  the  Peruvian  Bark  fhould  be 
relied  upon,  with  or  without  the  union  of 
mineral  acids,  as  is  mod  fuitable  to  the  ftate 
of  the  bowels.  When  the  difeafe  appears 
with  little  or  no  Scarlatina,  there  is  ufually 
lefs  fever,  and  after  a  mild  emetic,  and  al- 
vine  evacuation,  the  bark  may  be  immedi¬ 
ately  exhibited. 

Air,  I  conceive  to  be  falutary  in  every 
appearance  of  the  Angina,  as  well  as  in 
every  fpecies  of  typhus  fever.  Emetics  re¬ 
quire  much  caution,  Almoft  all  the  fatal 

cafes 
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cafes  of  Angina,  that  have  come  under  my 
obfeivation,  have  had  a  fpontaneous  vomit¬ 
ing,  which  has  continued  in  fome  degree 
to  the  latell  period ;  and  in  fome  cafes 
where  emetics  have  been  exhibited,  the 
operation  has  been  refirained  with  great 
difficulty.  The  matter  vomited  has  not 
in  general  indicated  afoul  flomach,  but  the 
vomiting  when  fpontaneous  feems  to  arife 
from  irritation.  I  have  here  in  view,  tltp  /f 
Angina  attended  with  Scarlatina,  where  tW* 
tongue  indeed,  is  rather  of  a  bright  red, 
clean,  rather  than  furred  ;  and  where,  upon 
the  whole,  I  would  prefer  remedies  that  gent¬ 
ly  open  the  belly,  and  promote  diaphorefis. 

In  the  Angina,  without  the  Scarlatina, 
the  tongue  is  often  loaded  with  a  white 
foulnefs,  and  vomits  have  proved  falutary, 
and  promoted  a  favourable  diaphorefis. 

As  this  is  a  frequent  effect  of  emetics, 
and  as  exciting  a  perfpiration  is  found  be¬ 
neficial,  where  the  difeafe  is  joined  with  the 
fcarlet  eruption,  it  might  be  inferred  that 
vomiting  would  in  like  manner  be  indicat¬ 
ed  under  this  modification  of  difeafe.  I 
can  only  reply,  that  experience  does  not 
warrant  this  conclufion. 

m.  • 

,  Bliflers 
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Bliflers  have  been  almoft  uniformly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  neck  and  fauces,  foon  after  the 
appearance  of  the  Angina ;  but  I  have  no 
reafon  to  think  the  praftice  a  judicious  one  ; 
it  is  always  a  painful  one,  and  frequently  a 
pernicious  one,  by  increafing  irritation ; 
independent  of  this  they  fometimes  fphace- 
late  and  leave  a  foul  fear  for  ever,  which  in 
fome  inftances  has  afforded  more  diftrefs 
to  a  family  than  death  itfelf,  by  giving  a 
deformity,  which  to  every  fpeftator  con¬ 
veys  the  idea  of  fcrophula.  If  a  blifter 
were  deemed  neceffary,  it  would  prove  not 
lefs  beneficial,  by  application  to  a  part  a 
little  diftant  from  the  difeafe  itfelf,  as  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck. 

Gargles  of  various  kinds  have  been  alfo 
long  in  ufe,  to  cleanfe  the  difeafed  parts,  or 
to  aft  as  antifeptics.  To  wafii  off  now  and 
then  the  vifeid  mucus  of  the  fauces  and 
throat  is  advifeable,  but,  under  the  idea  of 
merely  gargling  being  of  ufe,  patients,  when 
capable  of  doing  it,  are  almoft  continually 
prompted  to  repetition  ;  which  I  think  has 
done  much  more  harm  than  good,  in  this 
difeafe,  as  well  as  in  the  thrufh.  As  acidulous 


drinks  are  moltly  grateful  to  patients  la- 
Vol.  IV.  Y  bouring 
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bouring  under  the  Angina,  a  little  wine  ne¬ 
gus,  or  infufionof  roles,  may  be  employed 
to  rince  the  mouth  and  fauces,  when  re- 
quifite. 

Venaefe&ion  I  never  faw  tried.  I  have 
heard  it  has  been  repeatedly  done,  but  my 
information  is,  that  it  had  been  generally 
fucceeded  by  a  fatal  event. 
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ARTICLE  XXII. 

Cafes  of  fever  al  Women  who  had  the  Small -Pcx 
during  Pregnancy ;  with  an  Account  oj  the 
Manner  in  which  the  Children  appeared  to 
have  been  ajfedled . 

By  CHARLES  KITE, 

Surgeon  and  C.  M.  S.  Gravesend. 

/  * 

Read  February  25th,  1793. 


As  the  moft  eminent  phyfiologifts  are  un¬ 
fettled  in  their  opinion  refpedting  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  fmall-pox  on  the  foetus  in  utero, 
and  as  but  a  fmall  number  of  cafes  have  been 
publifhed  of  women  who  have  undergone  that 
difeafe  during  pregnancy,  I  apprehend  the 
relation  of  a  few  inftances,  which  occurred  un¬ 
der  my  own  immediate  obfervation,  and  like- 
wife  of  fome  which  were  communicated  to 
me,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  Society  ; 
and  as  nothing  can  be  more  effentially  neceffa- 
ry  for  the  elucidation  of  real  circumftances, 

Y  2  than 
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than  a  large  collection  of  fads,  I  have  fub- 
joined  a  concife  account  of  all  thofe  cafes 
which  have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  my 
reading. 


Cafes  of  Children  which  are  faid  to  have  been 
infetted  with  the  Small-Pox  in  Utero . 

Mr.  Wood,  Surgeon,  to  the  General  Hofpital  in  Chau 
ham  Barracks,  communicated  the  following : 

Case  I. 

u  Several  years  fince,  when  the  Eflex 
militia  were  in  Chatham  Barracks,  I  was  call¬ 
ed  to  fee  a  woman  who  was  dead  of  the  final  1- 
pox  : — on  my  arrival  I  found  the  woman  had 
been  dead  fomewhat  above  two  hours  : — the 
fmall-pox  were  of  the  confluent  kind,  and 
they  appeared  to  be  about  the  turn.  She  was 
in  the  ninth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  as 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  her  death,  I 
opened  the  abdomen  and  uterus,  with  the  view 
of  faving  the  child.  The  child  however  was 
dead  ;  but  it  had  numerous  puftules  all  over 

the 
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the  face,  body,  and  extremities,  which  in  my 
opinion  were  moft  evidently  and  undoubtedly 
variolous  eruptions.  The  puftules  appeared 
of  the  fame  fize,  as  they  ufually  are  about  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day/1 


Mr.  Andrews,  of  Brompton,  communicated  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Sargeant,  of  Plymouth. 

Case  II. 

« 

€t  On  the  6th  day  of  December  1782,  I 
inoculated  Mrs.  Lay,  of  Plymouth,  for  the 
fmall-pox,  who  was  (unknown  to  me)  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy.  She  had  the 
difeafe  favourably,  and  was  delivered  of  a  boy 
on  the  fixth  of  January  following,  who  had 
puftules  difperfed  all  over  his  body.  The  puf¬ 
tules  were  very  numerous,  and  exadtly  refem- 
bled  variolous  eruptions  which  were  in  an  ear¬ 
ly  ftage  of  maturation ;  and  they  appeared  to 

advance  until  his  death,  which  happened  two 

*  *• 

days  after.’" 

Mr,  Sargeant  concludes  his  letter  by  ob¬ 
serving,  c<  I  have  no  more  doubt  that  the 
eruptions  were  variolous  than  I  have  of  my 
own  exiftence.” 

y3 
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Mr.  Dcrham  relates,  that  a  woman  with 
child  being  pretty  well  recovered  from  a  mild 
fort  of  the  final! -pox,  on  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber  took  a  purge,  which  worked  fo  violently, 
that  fhe  fell  into  faintings  and  convulfions. 
She  was  not  delivered  till  the  Sth  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  child  appeared  to  the  midwife  to 
have  been  dead  five  or  fix  days  :  its  belly  was 
burft,  the  bowels  came  out,  and  the  whole 
body  tended  to  putrefaction.  The  child  was 
fo  very  full  of  the  imall-pox,  that  hardly  a 
pin’s  head  could  be  put  between  the  blifters, 
which  were  very  plump  and  full  of  matter, 
like  the  puftules  of  an  adult,  when  the  fmall- 
pox  are  at  the  height,  only  a  little  depreiTed  in 
the  middle. 

r  '  ph- Tr-  337-  P-  J6$. 


Bartholin  affirms,  as  an  eye  witnefs,  that 
'a  poor  woman,  ill  ofthe  fmall-pox,  was  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  child,  whofe  tender  body  had  as  many 
pocks  on  it  as  the  mother’s,  and  who  died  loon 
after  the  birth,  as  the  mother  herfeif  did, 
three  days  after  cf  the  diforder. 

Van.  Swieten,  XV.  p.  16. 

A 
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•A  woman,  big  with  child,  having  herfelf 
long  ago  had  the  fmall-pox,  very  affiduoufly 
nurfed  a  maid  fervant  during  the  whole  pro- 
cefs  of  this  difeafe.  At  the  proper  time  fhe 
brought  forth  a  healthy  female  child,  in  whofe 
{kin  Dr.  Watfon  afferted  that  he  difeovered 
evident  marks  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  fhe 
muft  have  gone  through  in  the  womb  :  and 
the  fame  phyfician  pronounced  that  this  child 
would  be  free  from  future  infection.  After 
four  years  her  brother  was  inoculated  :  and 
Dr.  Watfon  obtained  permiflion  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  to  try  the  fame  experiment  on  the  girl. 
The-  operation  was  performed  on  both  child¬ 
ren  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  pus  ufed  in 
both  cafes  was  taken  from  the  fame  patient. 
The  event  however  was  different :  for  the 
boy  had  the  regular  eruption  and  got  well  ; 
but  the  girl’s  did  not  inflame  or  fuppurate.  On 
the  tenth  day  from  the  infertion  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  file  turned  pale  fuddenly,  was  languid  for 
two  days,  and  afterwards  was  very  well.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  incifion  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  puftule,  like  thofe  puftules  that  we 
fometimes  obferve  in  perfons,  who,  having  had 
the  difeafe,  attend  patients  ill  of  the  Anall-poxf' 

Ph.  Tr.  V.  46.  p.  233. 

Y  4  Mauriceau 
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Maurice  au  affirms,  that  he  had  heard  his 
father  and  mother  often  fay,  that  he  came  into 
the  world  with  five  or  fix  pocks  upon  him  : 
it  feems  a  brother  of  his,  fix  years  old,  whom 

•  (  f  *  • 

his  mother  had  anxioufly  attended  day  and 
night,  during  the  fmall-pox,  had  died  of  it  on 
the  feventh  day,  and  our  author  was  born  the 
next. 

Van.  Swieten,  XV.  p.  17. 


Dr.  Mead  fays,  when  a  woman  in  the 
fmall-pox  fuffers  abortion,  the  child  moft 
commonly  comes  into  the  world  with  the  dif- 
temper  upon  it,  but  not  always.  When  it 
does  not',  the  difeafe  generally  breaks  out  a 
few  days  after  delivery  :  in  proof  of  which  he 
mentions  the  following  cafe. 

“  A  lady  of  quality  was,  in  the  feventh  month 
of  her  pregnancy,  feized  witlvfo  malignant  a 
fort  of  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  that  there  was 
no  appearance  of  any  one  favourable  fymptom. 
In  this  condition  fhe  was,  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  the  diftempcr,  delivered  of  a  fon,  who 
brought  no  marks  of  the  infedtion  into  the 

world 
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world,  and  fhe  died  on  the  fourteenth  day. 
But,  in  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  follow¬ 
ing,  the  infant  was  feized  with  convulfions, 
the  forerunners  of  the  eruption,  which  ap¬ 
peared  the  fame  day,  and  he  died  in  the 
evening/1 

“  But  in  cafe  there  is  no  mifcarriage,  the 
child  will  be  free  from  the  difeafe  during  his 
whole  life,  unlefs  he  happens  to  be  born  before 
the  puftules  were  come  to  maturity/* 

The  infant  in  the  womb  fometimes  catches 
the  diftemper,  without  the  mother  being  af- 
fefted,  as  I  lhall  prove  by  this  remarkable  in- 
ftance  which  I  well  remember. 

A  cert ain  woman,  who  had  formerly  had 
the  fmall-pox,  and  was  now  near  her  reckoning, 
attended  her  hufband  in  the  diftemper.  She 
went  her  full  time,  and  was  delivered  of  a  dead 
child.  It  may  be  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  fhe 
did  not  catch  it  on  this  occalion,  but  the  dead 
body  of  the  infant  was  a  horrid  light,  being  all 
covered  with  the  puftules :  a  manifeft  fign 
that  it  died  of  the  difeafe,  before  it  was  brought 
into  the  world. 

Mead’s  Works,  8vo.  252,  and  233. 
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Mrs.  Ford,  who  looked  upon  herfclf  in 
the  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  on  the  5th 
of  December  was  feized  with  the  eruptive  fe¬ 
ver  of  the  fmall-pox.  On  the  eighth  they 
appeared,  proved  of  a  mild  kind,  moderate  in 
quantity,  and  fhe  palled  through  the  dif- 
eafe  in  great  fpirits.  On  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember  fhe  was  delivered,  that  is,  twenty- 
three  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  erup¬ 
tions.  The  body  of  the  child  was  covered 
with  an  eruption,  and  feveral  of  the  puftules 
were  filled  with  matter.  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr. 
Leake,  Mr.  John  Hunter,  Mr.  Cruickfhanks, 
and  Mr.  Falconer,  all  concurred  in  opinion 
that  the  eruption  on  the  child  was  the  Imall- 
pox. 

•  Ph.  Tr.  V.  70.  p.  28. 


Mr.  Hu  NT£R  having  paid  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  this  cafe,  I  lhall  fubjoin  fome  of  his 
reflexions  upon  it. 

In  the  firfl:  place,  he  obferves  “  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  the  mother  had  the  fmall-pox, 
and  that  it  went  through  its  regular  ftages.” 

“  Secondly 
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<c  Secondly,  the  diftance  of  time  when  fhe 
had  the  fmall-pox  before  delivery,  joined  with 
the  ftage  of  the  difeafe  in  which  the  child  was 
born,  perfectly  agrees  with  the  pollibili ty  of 
the  infection  being  caught  from  the  mother. 

<s  Thirdly,  the  external  appearance  of  the 
puftules  was  perfectly  that  of  the  fmall- 

a 

pox. 

Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  leading  circum- 
ftances,  and  external  appearances  being  fo 
much  in  favour  of  their  being  the  variolous 
eruption,  Mr.  Hunter  obferves,  “  they  were 
not  an  abfolute  proof  of  its  being  the  genuine 
fmall-pox55 — he  therefore  proceeds  to  invefti- 
eate  “  how*  far  all  the  circumftances  corre- 
lpond  or  are  fimilar  to  the  true  fmall-pox.55 

He  obferves,  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  we  can 
have  no  pofitive  information  refpeding  this 
child  having  the  fever  which  precedes  the 
fmall-pox — or  the  progrefs  and  declenfion  of 
the  eruption,  which  in  the  fmall-pox  is  pretty 
regular,  although  both  are  prefumable  ;  but 
even  thefe,  he  juftly  obferves,  are  not  abfolute 
proofs  of  the  fmall-pox. 

After  mentioning  thefe  uncertain  figns,  he 
dates  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  pure  cha- 
raderiftic  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  is — “  the 

formation 
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formation  of  a  flough,  or  a  part  becoming  dead  by 

the  variolous  inflammation. 1 

Applying  this  to  the  cafe  under  confedera¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Hunter  obferves — “  In  the  prelent 
cafe,  befides  the  leading  circumitances,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  cafe  of  the  mother,  correipond- 
ing  with  the  appearances  of  the  child,  and  the 
external  appearances  themfelves,  we  have  in 
the  fullelt  fenfe  the  third  and  real,  or  princi¬ 
pal  chara&er  of  the  fmall-pox,  viz.  the  flough 
in  every  puftule ;  from  all  which  I  think  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  child  had  caught  the 
fmall-pox  in  the  womb  ;  or  at  leaft,  a  difeafe, 
the  effects  of  which  were  fimilar  to  no  other 
known  difeafe/* 

As  Mr.  Hunter,  in  opening  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  had  either  died  of,  or  died  while 
under  the  fmall-pox,  had  always  examined 
carefully  to  fee  whether  any  internal  cavity, 
fuch  as  the  cefopbagus ,  trachea ,  llomach,  intef- 
tines,  pleura ,  paritocenum ,  &c.  had  eruptions 
upon  them  or  not,  and  never  finding  any  in 
any  of  thofe  cavities,  he  faw  the  molt  favoura¬ 
ble  opportunity  of  clearing  up  this  point  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  He  therefore  very  attentive¬ 
ly  examined  moft  of  the  internal  cavities  of 
this  child,  “  but  obferved  nothing  uncom¬ 


mon. 
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mon.”  In  this  refpedt  likewife,  therefore,  the 
prefent  cafe  exactly  agrees  with  the  true 
fin  all-pox. 


Dr.  Wright  relates  the  cafe  of  a  negro 
woman,  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
big  with  child.  The  eruptive  fever  was  flight, 
the  fmall-pox  were  few,  diftindl,  and  large, 
and  flie  went  through  the  difeafe  with  very 
little  trouble,  till  on  the  fourteenth  day  from 
the  eruption,  die  was  attacked  with  a  fever, 
which  lafted  only  a  few  hours.  She  was  how¬ 
ever  taken  in  labour  the  fame  day,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  female  child,  with  the  fmall-pox  on 
her  whole  body,  head,  and  extremities.  They 
were  diftindt  and  very  large,  fuch  as  they  com¬ 
monly  appear  on  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  in  fa¬ 
vourable  cafes.  The  infant  died  the  third  day 
after  lire  was  born. 

Ph.  Tr.  V. 


A  WOMAN  who  had  been  inoculated,  had  a 
child  born  nine  weeks  after  inoculation,  at 

the  full  time,  with  diitindt  marks  of  the 

difeafe. 
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dileafe,  though  the  mother  had  very  few 
eruptions. 

Dimfdale’s  Prefent  Method  of  Inoculation,  p.  22. 


Dr.  Bland  relates,  from  the  authority  of  a 
midwife  on  whom  he  can  depend,  that  in 
July  178 1,  Mary  Gatton,  of  Princes- ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  was  attacked  with  the  fmall-pox. 
She  was  then  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy.  The  difeafe  proved  to  be  of  the 
confluent  kind,  and  was  attended  with  confi- 
derable  fever.  Six  days  after  the  turn  of  the 
pock,  or  about  eighteen  from  the  firft  attack 
of  the  eruptive  fever,  fhe  was  taken  in  labour 
and  delivered  of  a  child  which  feemed  to  have 
been  dead  five  or  fix  days.  Its  body  was  co¬ 
vered  with  confluent  final  1-pox.  The  puf- 
tules  were  white  and  full  of  matter,  and,  from 
their  fize,  feemed  nearly  to  have  attained  their 
maturity. 

Medical  Journal,  V.  2.  p.  203. 


Mr.  Roberts  inoculated  Mary  Sticks, 
near  the  ninth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  on  the 
I4!th  of  November  1783.  On  the  21ft  the 

eruptive 
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eruptive  fever  commenced,  and  the  fmall-pox, 
which  was  not  very  numerous,  came  out  the 
third,  on  the  28th  fhe  fell  into  labour,  and  on 
the  29th  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child.  The 
body  of  the  child  was  covered  with  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  bales  of  which  were  in  a  gangrenous 
ftate/' 

Medical  Journal,  V.  5.  p.  400. 

Mr.  Jenner  inoculated  “  Jane  Parker, 
aged  27,  on  the  25th  of  May  1785,  being 
then  in  the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 
On  the  lft  of  June  the  eruptive  fever  com¬ 
menced.  The  eruptions  (few  in  number) 
appeared  on  the  third  day.  She  recovered  and 
went  about  her  bufinefs  as  ufual.  On  the 
1 8th  of  July  fhe  felt  fymptoms  that  convinc¬ 
ed  me  the  child  was  dead,  and  on  the  23d,  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  with  about  thir- 

4 

ty  large  puftules  on  its  body,  the  bafes  of 

which  were  in  a  gangrenous  ftate. 

Medical  Journal,  V.  7.  p.  165. 


Mrs.  Eve,  then  in  the  eighth  month  of 

her  pregnancy,  was  feized  with  the  fmall-pox, 

the 
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the  puftules  were  diftindt,  yet  uncommonly 
numerous.  On  the  eleventh  day  they  began 
to  turn ;  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  her 
labour  took  place,  which,  according  to  her 
reckoning,  was  a  fortnight  before  the  regular 
• 

The  child  at  the  time  of  its  birth  was  co¬ 
vered  with  diftindt  puftules  all  over  the  body  : 
they  did  not  appear  to  be  full  of  matter  till  three 
days  after ;  at  which  time  fome  pus  was  taken 
on  a  lancet,  with  which  a  child  was,  on  the  2d 
of  December,  inoculated  on  both  arms.  The 
arms  inflamed,  and  the  1  ith  of  December  the 
child  lickened,  and  was  affedfed  with  all  the 
fymptoms  which  ufually  precede  the  eruption. 
On  the  1 2th  the  ficknefs  and  fever  abated,  the 
puftules  of  the  diftindt  fort  of  fmall-pox  made 
their  appearance,  and  the  child  having  regular¬ 
ly  gone  through  the  feveral  ftages  of  the  dif- 
temper,  was  perfedjy  well  in  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Lynn  thinks  it  proper  to  obferve  that 
Mr.  Findlay  and  Mr.  Holladay,  furgeons,  were 
prefent  both  at  the  taking  of  the  matter  and  at 
the  fubfequent  inoculation  of  the  child. 

•  Singular  Cafe  of  a  lady,  by  W.  Lynn. 


Cafes 
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Cafes  in  which  it  appears  the  Children  were  not 
infetted  with  the  Small-Pox  in  Utero. 

r  J 

Case  I. 

Mrs.  Squires,  of  North  fleet,  in  the  laft 
month  of  her  pregnancy  in  the  year  1 780 — 
was  on  the  Thurfday  or  Friday  taken  with  fe¬ 
ver  and  its  ufual  attendants :  on  the  Saturday 
flie  was  delivered.  About  two  hours  after 
delivery  the  fmall-pox  appeared,  was  very  full 
of  the  coherent  kind.  She  died  on  the  Friday. 
The  child  died  the  Tuefday  week  following, 
having  lived  nine  days :  it  died  unexpectedly. 
How  long  it  was  ill,  or  in  what  manner  it  was 
aifeCted,  I  was  not  able  to  learn ;  all  the  per- 
ions,  however,  who  were  prefent,  agree  that 
there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  any 
eruption  :  it  is  not  impoffible,  however,  but  it 
might  have  died  in  one  of  thofe  fits  which 
frequently  precede  the  eruption  of  the  fmall- 
pox.  , 


Case  II. 


Mrs.  Clifton,  of  the  parifh  of  North- 
fleet,  fometime  in  the  year  1781,  was  feized 


Vol.  IV. 
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with  a  very  mild  fort  of  ,thc  fmall-pox,  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy.  She  was 
delivered  at  the  ufual  time,  and  the  child  was 
very  healthy,  it  had  a  few  fmall  fpots  on  it, 
but  the  midwife,  who  attended,  faid  they  had 
not  the  leaft  refemblance  to  the  fmall-pox, 
This  child  I  inoculated  i  May  1786 ;  every 
ftage  of  the  difeafe  was  diftindtly  marked,  it 
had  about  twenty  puftules.  One  or  two  chil¬ 
dren  inoculated  with  matter  from  his  arm,  was 
infedled  as  ufual, 


Case  III. 

Mrs.  Lee,  of  the  parifh  of  North  fleet,  in 
the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was  in 
July  1780  attacked  with  the  fmall-pox:  flip 
had  the  eruption  extremely  full,  and  nearly  as 
bad  as  I  ever  remember  to  have  feen  :  lhe  how¬ 
ever  recovered,  but  it  accelerated  her  delivery 
about  a  month.  There  was  not  the  leaft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  fmall-pox  or  any  other  erup¬ 
tion  on  the  child. 

This  girl  I  inoculated  in  November  17S7  ; 
/he  had  about  twenty  eruptions,  but  being  of  a 
deiicate  conftitution,  and  having  lived  tpo  low, 

v  .  they 
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they  did  not  fuppurate  ;  the  arm  however  had 
quite  the  ufual  appearance. 


Case  IV. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Thcmpfon  of  Ro- 

chefter,  that  he  attended  a  lady  in  the  diftindt 

/ 

fmall-pox,  who  was  about  five  months  advanc¬ 
ed  in  her  pregnancy.  The  child  was  inoculated 
fome  time  after  delivery,  and  had  the  fmall- 
pox*. 


A  Lady  of  quality,  whom  Boerhaave  had 
attended  with  good  fuccefs,  in  a  very  bad  and 
confluent  fmall-pox,  and,  in  the  fixth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  was  delivered  when  her  time 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  make  mention  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  faft.  Mrs.  Colyer,  of  Southfleet,  had  the  meajles 
juit  one  week  before  the  was  delivered  oi  a  daughter. 
This  infant  had  no  appearance  of  the  dileafe  when  born, 
and  it  was  generally  expected  {he  never  would  have  it  .* 
but  fome  years  after  the  meafles  were  very  frequent,  and 
{he,amcrg  many  others,  contraftcd  the  dffeafe. 

Z  2 
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was  up,  of  a  healthy  boy,  on  whom  not  the 
leaft  trace  of  the  diiorder  could  be  found.” 

Van  Swietcn,  Vol.  XV.  p.  17. 


A  woman  was  taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  in 
the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  which 
flie  apparently  narrowly  efcaped,  and,  when 
her  time  was  out,  was  delivered  of  a  healthy 
and  pretty  ftout  boy,  on  which  there  is  no 
mention  made  of  any  eruptions,  or  marks  of 
them  having  appeared. 

Van  Swietcn,  Vol.  XV.  p.  212. 


“  A  woman  was  delivered  of  a  male  child 
at  the  ordinary  time,  herfelf  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
fant  being  in  good  health,  notwithftanding 
that,  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe 
had  the  fmall-pox  in  a  fevere  manner,  of  which 


difeale,  however,  there  did  not 

. «  * 


appear  on  the 
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body  of  the  child,  any  mark  which  could  teft- 
tify,  that  he  had  been  infected  in  the  womb.” 
Mauriceau’sObfer. £76,  or  Medic.  Tr.  Vol.  II.  p.  317. 


Sir  G.  Baker  relates,  that— “  Two  preg¬ 
nant  women  having  been  inoculated,  had  the 
final  1-pox  in  a  very  favourable  manner,  and  af¬ 
terwards  brought  forth  their  children  perfect¬ 
ly  healthy  at  the  ufual  time.  Both  thefe  chil¬ 
dren,  when  they  had  attained  the  age  of  about 
three  years,  were  inoculated  with  effect,  and 
had  a  moderate  eruption/' 

Medical  Tranfa&ions,  Vol.  II.  p.  314. 


Sir  G.  Baker  mentions  a  cafe  which  fell 
under  the  obfervation  of  Dr.  Clarke  ofEpfom. 
“  A  woman,  towards  the  end  of  her  pregnancy, 
had  the  fmall-pox,  from  which  fhe  narrowly 
efcaped.  Five  weeks  after  the  crifis,  fhe  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  female  child,  who  hav~ 

Z  3  ing 


ing  numerous  marks  on  her  fkin,  was  judged, 
by  all.  who  law  her,  to  have  undergone  the 
fame  diftemper  before  her  birth.  However,  at 
the  end  of  twelve  months,  flic  had  the  fmall- 
pox  in  a  very  levere  manner.  Both  the  mo¬ 
ther  and  child  were  lately  living  at  Epfom.” 

Mr.  Hunter's  Paper,  Phil.  Tr. 


Mr.  Hunter  thought  the  eruption  fo  like 
the  fmall-pox,  that  he  could  hardly  doubt ; 
but  faid  that,  in  all  other  cafes  of  the  fame  kind, 
that  he  had  met  with,  the  child  in  utcro  had 
cfcaped  the  infection" 

Mr.  Hunter’s  Account,  Ph.  Tr.  Vol.  LXX. 


w  The  infe&ion  from  an  infedled  mother 
is  conceivable  and  ^common  enough” — yet 
no  particular  cafe  is  brought  forward  in  fupport 
of  this  opinion.  In  a  note,  however,  he,  fays 
vet  this  is  not  conftantlv  the  cafe — an  in- 

J  +  • 


genious 
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genious  anatomifl  lately  a  flu  red  me,  he  open¬ 
ed  the  body  of  a  woman,  far  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  who  died  of  the  fmall-pox,  with¬ 
out  imparting  the  leaft  vifable  infection  to  her 
fruit.” 

Kirkpatrick,  p.  21. 


Dr.Dimsdale  has  fince  his  firfl:  publica¬ 
tion,  feen  inflances  in  which  two  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  were  inoculated,  and  each  had  a  plentiful 
eruption  of  the  fmall-pox  :  three  or  four  years 
afterwards  he  inoculated  the  children,  and  both 
had  a  tolerable  number  of  puftules. 

Dimfdales’s  T rafts  on  Inoculation,-  or  Med.  Journal, 

vol.  II.  page  1 37. 


Mr.  Roberts  relates  that  Eliz.  Boon,  in 
the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was  ino¬ 
culated  on  the  1 5  th  of  November,  1784.  On 
the  20th  the  eruption  appeared,  and  the  fever 
did  not  abate.  On  the  27th  her  pains  came 

Z  4  on. 
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on,  and  fhc  was  in  a  few  hours  delivered  of  a 
living  child.  There  was  not  the  leail  trace  of 
eruptions  on  any  part  of  the  body  of  the  child, 
which  died  in  about  ten  days,  with  a  com¬ 
plaint  in  its  bowels. 

Medical  Journal,  Vol.  V.  page  400. 


Mary  Jeffry,  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  was  inoculated  on  the  fame  day 
with  Eliz.  Boon ;  fhe  pafled  through  all  the 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  with  as  little  difturbance 
as  any  perfon  I  ever  law  :  and,  three  weeks  af¬ 
terwards,  was  delivered  of  a  living  child,  with¬ 
out  any  appearance  of  the  difeafe  upon  it. 

The  fame. 


Mr.  Jenner  relates  that  Mary  Ellis,  aged 
42,  in  the  ninth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was 
inoculated  May  25th,  1785.  On  the  ift  of 
June  the  eruptive  fever  came  on,  together  with 
pains,  refembling  thofe  of  labour.  She  had 

few 


I 
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few  eruptions,  and  did  well.  On  the  ioth  of 
June  fhe  fell  down  flairs :  this  accident  brought 
on  labour,  and  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  dead 
child,  which  had  no  appearance  of  eruption  on 
any  part  of  its  body, 

(It  fhould  feem  that  this  child  might  have 
died  before  it  could  have  received  the  infedlion, 
or  at  lead:  before  the  eruptions  could  have  made 
their  appearance.) 

Medical  Journal,  Vol.  VII.  page  165, 


Rebecca  Gill,  in  the  ninth  month  of 
pregnancy,  was  inoculated  June  6th.  On  the 
13th  the  eruptive  fever  commenced,  and  on 
the  1 6th  the  eruption  appeared.  On  the  1 8th 
fhe  was  delivered  of  a  living  child,  without  any 
appearance  of  difeafe  upon  it. 

The  fame. 


M.  T  wining,  aged  38,  was  inoculated  July 

lft.  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy  ;  fhe 

had  the  difeafe  favourably,  was  delivered  of  a 

*  * 

living  child,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month, 

without  any  appearance  of  difeafe  upon  it. 

The  fame. 

That 
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That  the  animal  aeconomy  fhould  not  ob- 
ferve  precifely  the  fame  law,  under  the  fame 
circumftances,  has  excited  the  furprize  of  ma¬ 
ny  attentive  obfervers:  much  might  be  added 
to  what  has  already  been  written  on  this  inte- 
refting  fubje£t,at  prefent,  however,  I  ffiall  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  Rating  a  few  circumftances 
that  occurred  under  my  own  obfervation, 
which,  although  they  do  not  by  any  means 
entirely  clear  up  the  difficulty,  yet,  I  am  of 
opinion,  may  affift  in  explaining  why  a  woman, 
in  the  fmall-pox,  fo  feldom  communicates 
the  infection  to  the  foetus  in  utero. 

Some  time  fince,  I  had  occafion  frequently 
to  obferve,  that  very  young  children  had  been 
repeatedly  inoculated,  and  for  feveral  weeks 
conftantly  expofed  to  the  worft  kind  of  natural 
fmall-pox,  without  any  effeCt.  Soon  alter, 
the  mealies  became  unufually  rife,  of  a  putrid 
nature,  and  much  more  contagious  than  I 
ever  obferved  it  before  or  fince  :  here  again  I 
attended  in  feveral  families,  where  the  young 
infants  (particularly  when  under  two  months) 
were  the  only  part  of  the  family  that  efcapcd 
the  difeafe,  although  expofed,  a  confiderable 
time  to  the  infectious  air,  and  lying  all  the 
night  clofe  to  other  children  palling  through 

every 
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every  ftage  of  the  complaint,  and,  confequcnt- 
ly,  perpetually  inhaling  into  their  lungs  -the 
very  effence  of  infection  ;  nay,  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  of  more  than  one  inftance,  where,  in 
addition,  the  mother  had  the  difeafe,  and  the 
child,  (although  conftantlyin  her  arms,  breath¬ 
ing  the  air  from  her  lungs  reeking  with  putrid 
particles,  and  fucking  the  milk,  impregnated 
ftrongly,  as  we  fhould  think,  with  the  dif¬ 
eafe,)  has  for  fome  months  withftood  the  in¬ 
fection  1 

The  perpetual  repetition  of  what  I  have  juft 
related,  very  much  furprifed  me,  and  thefub- 
of  this  paper  being  about  that  time  much 
in  my  mind,  I  was  ftruck  with  the  limilarity 
of  the  circumftances,  and  concluded,  that  na¬ 
ture,  for  the  beft  and  wife  ft  purpofes,  had  or¬ 
dained,  that  very  young  infants  fhould  be  fo 
extremely  iinfufceptible  of  thefe  difeafes,  which 
occafion  fuch  havock  among  thole  who  are 
older,  even  when  they  feem  to  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  on  their  fide  of  health,  ftrength  and  a  vi- 
o-orous  conftitution.  To  me  I  acknowledge,  the 
appearances  in  favour  of  fuch  an  idea  are  very 
ftrong  ;  but  whether  this  is  really  the  cafe, 
and  whether  others  have  obferved  the  fame 
general  exemption  of  very  young  infants,  fu¬ 
ture 
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turc  obfervation  m  iy  determine;  if,  however,  it 
fhould  generally  be  found  to  be  fo,  it  may,  upon 
the  fame  principle  (that  is,  the  younger,  the 
weaker  the  infant  is,  the  lefs  of  life  it  poffefies, 
the  lefs  fufceptibility  it  has  alfo  for  thefe  com¬ 
plaints)  be  explained,  why  the  feetus  in  utero 
fo  fcldom  is  affeded  with  the  fmall-pox. 


§ 

Graveftnd ,  Nov.  Q)th>  1792. 
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CASES  in  which  it  appears  the  CHILDREN  were  not  INFECTED  with  Small-Pox  in  Uteroi 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 


Hints  r  effecting  the  Prifon  of  Newgate * 

When  I  was  requefted  to  fee  the  late 
Lord  George  Gordon,  in  Newgate,  on  the  25th 
of  O (Sober,  1793,  I  aid  not  expecS  my  atten¬ 
tion  would  be  excited  beyond  his  immediate 
illnefs  ;  but  as  another  gentleman  died  of  the 
fame  malignant  fever,  on  that  fide  of  the  pri¬ 
fon  called  the  ftate  fide,  and  a  fever  had  alfo 
appeared  in  the  common  felon's  ward ;  fuch  a 
report  had  been  circulated  of  the  danger  of 
this  fever,  as  greatly  alarmed  the  publick ; 
which  was  further  excited  by  the  recent 
accounts  of  the  fatality  of  the  yellow  fever 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  North  American 
continent.  Hence  I  was  defired  to  vilit  the 

4  -  * 

whole  of  Newgate  and  to  make  a  report  of 
the  health  of  the  prifoners;  in  which  en¬ 
quiry  I  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Kirby,  the 
keeper,  and  Mr.  Gdlefpy,  the  houfe  furgeon, 
on  the  10th  of  November. 

During 
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During  Lord  George  Gordon’s  illncfs,  the 
utmoft  precaution  was  adopted  to  prevent  the 
fpreading  of  any  infedtion.  Pitch  barrels  were 
daily  burnt  in  the  area  between  the  women  fe¬ 
lon’s  yard  and  date  fide  court,  and  likewife 
leading  up  the  flair  cafes :  the  rooms  were  well 
wafhed,  cleaned,  and  aired,  and  lprinkled  with 
vinegar,  or  a  compolition  of  vinegar  and  tar  ; 
and  other  fumigations  were  occafionally  ufed, 
and  continued  after  the  death  of  this  noble¬ 
man,  and  the  other  gentleman.  By  thefe 
precautions  no  didemper  was  propagat¬ 
ed  from  the  date  fide  of  Newgate,  which 
was  more  eafiiy  effected,  as  the  rooms  are 
comparatively  airy  and  fpacious,  with  the 
Hate  fide  court  between  it  and  the  women 
felon’s  yard.  On  vifiting  this  department,  I 
found  the  rooms  were  clean,  and  all  the  win¬ 
dows  open,  and  precautions  ufed  to  prevent 
die  propagation  of  infection.  In  the  lick 
ward,  which  is  a  fpacious  room,  at  the  up- 
permoft  ftory  of  the  prifon,  there  were  fix 
women  confined  to  bed  by  fevers,  befides  one 
female  who  died  in  the  preceding  night.  The 
keeper  had  very  humanely,  at  his  own  expence, 
fup plied  many  of  thefe  female  convicts  with 
dices  and  dockings,  ncverthelefs  icveral  of 

them 
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them  were  in  a  very  diftrefsful  ftate  of  cloath- 
ing  and  filth.  A  few  days  prior  to  my  vilit, 
there  were  crowded  together  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  females,  but  at  this  period  there  were 
only  ninety-five.  Confidering  fo  large  a  num¬ 
ber  of  miferable  objedts,  allotted  to  a  few 
rooms,  it  is  matter  of  furprize,  that  fo  fmall 
a  number  was  ferioufly  indifpofed  ;  and  which 
may  juftly  be  afcribed  to  the  provident  care  of 
the  keeper  ;  for,  on  the  common  fide,  felon’s 
and  debtor’s  wards,  there  were  about  250  men 
confined,  not  one  of  whom  laboured  under 


febrile  complaint. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  on  the 
ftate  fide  of  Newgate,  which  is  the  moft  airy, 
where  the  prifoners  are  few,  of  a  higher  rank, 
and  each  poffefting  a  whole  chamber,  the  fe¬ 
ver  ftiould  have  been  the  moft  malignant;  but, 
on  this  fubjedt,  after  offering  a  few  hints  on  the 
ceconoiny  of  this  prifon,  I  ftiall  again  advert, 
in  relating  the  hiftory  of  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don’s  diftemper. 

Lord  George  Gordon  was  attacked  with  ri- 

O  ^ 

gors,  head-ach,  and  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  Ty¬ 
phus,  about  the  21ft  of  October,  1793.  I  vifit- 
ed  him  on  the  25th,  as  already  obferved.  Mr. 
Lloyd,  who  had  attended  him,  and  treated 

him 
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him  with  professional  judgment,  accompani¬ 
ed  me,  and  pointed  out  the  fpecies  of  fever, 
by  calling  my  attention  to  the  petechia?,  which 
were  very  general. 

At  this  time,  although  the  patient  was 
much  reduced  in  ftrength,  and  particularly  in 
his  fpirits,  I  prefcribed  final]  dofes  of  James’s 
powder,  as  the  fever  was  very  confiderable, 
and  the  fkin  and  tongue  dry  :  the  ifrength  I 
endeavoured  to  fupport  with  a  decodtion  of 
fnakeroot,  to  which  was  added,  to  foothe 
agitation,  the  confedtio  Damocratis.  Through¬ 
out  the  whole  illnefs,  there  was  much  difficul¬ 
ty  in  perfuading  him  to  fubmit  to  any  rules  of 
medicine  or  diet :  he  diiliked  the  tafte  of 
fnakeroot,  and  refufed  wine,  in  the  fmalleft 
quantity.  The  vitriolic  acid  was  now  fub- 
ffituted,  and  given  in  an  infuiion  of  red  rofes  ; 
this  medicine  was  fubmitted  to  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty- four  hours  only.  However,  about 
the  30th  ot  Odtober,  the  fever  was  lefs  violent, 
but  the  debility  was  luch,  that  it  was  thought 
neceflary  to  give  the  bark,  which  was  taken  . 
pretty  freely,  and  he  fubmitted  to  the  ufe  of 
wine. 

The  whole  progrefs  of  the  fever  afforded 
hothing  peculiar  from  the  general  courfe  of  the 
•  typhus 
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typhus,  gaol,  or  putrid  malignant  fever.  On 
the  4th  of  November  the  patient  died.  A 
gentleman  I  have  mentioned,  incarcerated  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  prifon,  and  attacked  with 
typhus  about  the  fame  time,  furvived  but  a 
few  days  longer. 

I  have,  upon  former  occafions,  during  Lord 
George  Gordon’s  confinement,  attended  him 
under  indifpofition ;  but  he  ufed  to  pofifefs  a 
chearful  difpofition,  and  good  fpirits.  When 
I  firft  vifited  him  in  his  laft  illnefs,  I  found 
him  confiderahly  emaciated,  with  great  pros¬ 
tration  of  ftrength,  and  a  degree  of  defpond- 
ency,  which  gave  me  at  once  apprehenfions 
of  a  fatal  event.  About  nine  months  before 
this  attack,  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  much 
exercife  in  the  adjoining  area,  or  ftate  fide 
court,  and  under  the  hope  of  approaching  eman¬ 
cipation,  ftrength  and  vigour  of  mind  and  body 
were  preferved.  At  the  period  above-mention¬ 
ed,  when  the  time  of  his  confinement  had 
elapfed,  he  was  incapable  of  finding  bail,  and 
was  again  remanded  to  his  former  apartments. 
From  this  moment  he  con fidered  himfelf  as 
a  prifoner  for  life ;  his  fpirits  drooped,  his  re¬ 
creation  in  the  court  was  totally  difeontinued, 
debility  enfued,  and  that  ftate  of  conftitution 
\  ol.  IV,  A  a  reful ted 


326 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


refulted,  which  is  dilpoled  to  receive,  and  to 
fink  under,  a  typhus.  On  the  firft  attack  of 
fever,  he  gave  himfclf  up  for  loft,  repeatedly 
faying,  he  fhould  never  recover  :  hut  proofs 
are  not  wanting,  in  the  records  of  medicine,  of 
the  fatal  influence  of  defpondency. 

I  have  intimated,  that  the  ftute  tide  of  New* 
gate,  in  which  the  fever  raged,  was  the  moll 
airy  part  of  this  prifon  ;  and  that  the  more 
crowded  and  confined  parts  were  compara¬ 
tively  healthy  :  this  may  fuggeft  home  doubt 
how  this  difeafe  was  originally  introduced.  I 
did  hear  it  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  a  prifoner, 
that  he  was  himfelf  attacked  prior  to  Lord 
George  Gordon  ;  but  his  indifpofition  appeared 
too  trivial  to  be  conlidered  as  this  fpecies  qf 
fever,  and  I  think  a  more  probable  caufe  may 
be  fuggefted. 

In  order  to  give  a  clearer  comprehenfion  of 
the  fubfequent  defeription,  I  have  annexed 
a  ground  plan  of  Newgate,  with  which  I  was 
favoured  by  my  ingenious  friend  Mr,  Peacock, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  prefent  humane 
keeper  of  this  prilon ;  and  as  this  has  never  be- 
foie  been  laid  before  the  publickin  fo  complete 
abate,  I  thought  it  would  be  acceptable,  as  it 
may  tend  to  convey  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
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ground  plan  of  this  great-prifon,  as  an  object 
of  imitation  or  improvement. 

From  the  front  of  Newgate,  through  the 
felons  lodge ,  the  entrance  to  the  fate  Jide  court, 
is  called  the  paffage  to  the  flat e.  fide  but  be¬ 
fore  entering  this  court,  there  are  two  lock-up 
gates,  a  few  yards  diftant  from  each  other. 
Between  thefe  two  gates,  another  paffage  opens 
on  the  left  hand,  to  the  women  s  felon  yard : 
this  little  paffage,  marked  W.  on  the  plate, 
is  fometimes  fo  crowded  that  a  difficulty  is  oc- 
cafioned  to  prefs  through  to  the  further  gate, 
which  opens  into  the  ftate-fide  court  above 
mentioned.  At  the  commencement  of  Lord 
George  Gordon’s  illnefs,  I  have  obferved  that 
there  were  about  200  females  confined ;  fix  I 
faw  in  fevers  in  the  fick  ward,  and  one  befides 
died,  about  the  time  of  this  nobleman's  de- 
ceafe  :  a  few  days  before  this  event,  full  one 
half  of  them  were  removed  to  Woolwich,  to 
be  tranfported  to  Botany  Bay,  or  otherwife  dif- 
pofed  of.  A  furgeon  there,  Mr.  Scott,  who 
faw  thefe  convi&s,  was  loon  after  attacxed 
with  typhus,  and,  though  affifted  with  the 
aid  of  my  friend  Dr.  Willan,  died  of  the 
difeafe. 


Having 
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Having  revolved  over  thefe  fads,  after  my 
profciiional  vifit  to  the  different  departments 
of  Newgate,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  offer 
fome  refledions  on  the  fubjed,  in  order  to 
meliorate  mifery,  and  prevent  difeafe,  under 
the  following  points  of  view. 

I.  The  introdudion  of  infedion. 

II.  The  prevention  of  infedion. 

I.  Introduction  of  Infection. 

It  is,  I  prefume,  an  opinion  pretty  gene¬ 
rally  eftablifhed,  that  the  gaol,  camp,  hofpital, 
and  putrid  fevers,  are  the  fame  fpecies  of  ty¬ 
phus,  differently  modified ;  and  that  they  often 
originate  from  human  contagion,  or  effluvia 
from  the  human  body. 

If  a  confiderable  number  of  healthy  pcr- 
fons  were  brought  together  under  clofe  con¬ 
finement,  without  fuitable  nourifhment,  or 
change  of  clothing,  a  fever  of  this  kind  would 
be  generated.  It  fo  happens,  however,  that  in 
certain  inftances  thefe  perfons,  by  the  gradual 
habit  of  living  under  all  thefe  circumffanccs, 
may  be  fo  initiated,  as  to  bear  them  with  im¬ 
punity.  In  various  other  affedions,  indeed,  the 

conffitution 
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conftitution  is  rendered  capable  of  bearing 
them,  by  gradual  acceffion,  to  a  degree 
of  violence,  that  would  deftroy  life,  if  fud- 
denly  applied  to  their  full  extent.  It  has 
often  been  found,  that  perfons  immerfed  in, 
and  habituated  to,  the  foul  air  of  a  prifon,  may 
carry  about  them  all  the  contagion  or  feminia 
of  typhus,  fufficiently  to  infedt  other  perfons 
frefh  from  the  air,  who  come  within  the  mor¬ 
bid  effluvia  of  the  former.  This  was  re¬ 
markably  exemplified  in  the  afiizes  at  Oxford, 
called  the  Black  Affizc-s,  when  the  judges  on 
the  bench  and  others  were  infedted  by  the 
prifoners,  who  did  not  themfelves  appear  to 
labour  under  difeafe* 

It  has  alfo  been  found,  that  two  companies  of 
people,  under  different  fituations  of  confine¬ 
ment,  though  not  apparently  difeafed,  when 
mixed  into  one  company,  {hall  be  attacked  by 
the  typhus.  This  has  been  often  exemplifi¬ 
ed,  in  mixing  the  crews  of  different  fliips ; 
and  {till  more  frequently,  by  making  up  the 
deficiency  of  a  {hip’s  crew,  either  from  im- 
preffed  men,  who  had  been  long  confined,  or 
by  convidls  from  prifons.  Numerous  inftances 
might  be  produced  of  fatal  fevers  breaking 
out  in  naval  armaments,  where  the  crews  have 
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been  col  left  ed  in  hafte,  and  indiferiminately 
mixed  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  change  in  ha¬ 
bit,  as  from  fome  laws  in  the  operation  of  mor¬ 
bid  effluvia,  when  put  into  aftion  by  combina¬ 
tion  or  contaft,  though  more  certainly  from 
both  caufcs.  Upon  thele  principles  perhaps  it 
is,  that  children  in  fchools  near  London,  where 
there  are  not  fufficient  play  grounds  for  due 
exercife,  when  brought  home,  and  mixed 
with  the  other  children  ;  or  the  different  fexes, 
from  boys  and  girls  fchools,  united  in  the  fame 
family,  are  very  liable  to  a  tedious  low  remit¬ 
tent  fever,  which  has  ufually  been  aferibed  to 
freer  living,  and  more  irregular  hours  ;  but  as 
I  have  uniformly  obferved,  that  when  the  ho¬ 
lidays  have  been  preceded  by  much  wet  wea¬ 
ther,  and  conlcquently  more  confinement  with¬ 
in  doors,  that  this  fpecies  of  fever  has  been 
more  predominant,  in  private  families,  under 
the  circumftances  alluded  to,  we  may  proba¬ 
bly  aferibe  the  increafe  of  fuch  difeafe  to  the 
increafe  of  confinement. 

In  clofc  apartments,  with  large  companies, 
a  certain  imell  is  perceived  by  a  ftranger  en¬ 
tering,  which  the  company  is  infenfible  of.  In 
large  boarding  fchools,  of  each  fex,  I  have  often 
been  flruck,  on  entering  the  common  fchool- 


room 
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room,  with  this  unpleafant  circu-mftance.  I 
think,  in  general,  there  is  not  t.iat  iiifficient 
caution  adopted  in  the  airing  andwafhing  of 
fchool-rooms,  which  the  prefervation  of  good 
health  demands  ;  and  as  many  of  the  oifeafes 
of  children,  if  not  originating  from,  may  be 
aggravated  by,  this  circumflance,  a  hint,  I 
am  perfuaded,  will  be  fufficient  to  beget  the 
utmoft  attention. 

After  thefe  curfory  remarks  on  fome  fources 
of  typhus,  I  conceive  my  fuggeflions,  on  the 
origin  of  the  fever,  fo  fatal  on  the  fate  and 
more  airy  fide  of  Newgate,  will  be  explained 
and  under fiood;  while,  on  the  northern  or  other 
extremity  containing  the  common  fide  felons 
wards,  no  fuch  fever  exified,  and  on  the 
common  women  felons  ward ,  no  high  degree 
of  it. 

The  northern  extremity  of  the  prifon  has, 
indeed,  no  communication  with  the  parts  a  lot- 
tedfor  females,  and  is  ftill  more  diifantfrom  that 
called  the  date  fide,  which  is  the  fouth  extremis 
ty  of  Newgate,  fo  that  a  fever  may  exift  in  either 
extremity,  without  any  great  probability  of 
one  infedting  the  other ;  but  a  difeafe  on  the 
majlefs  fde ,  women  felons ,  or  in  the  common 
women  felons  ward \  may  be  eafily  comm  uni- 
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cated  to  the  ftatc  tide  by  the  medium  of  the 
pajfage  to  the  Jlate  fide,  and  particularly  of  that 
part  of  it  markedW.under  the  circumftance  of 
being  much  crowded,  and  by  this  medium  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  Lord  George  Gordon 
received  the  fever  of  which  he  died. 


II.  Prevention  of  Infection. 

When  the  fources  of  contagion  are  well 
afcertained,  the  prevention  of  fuch  fources 
will  naturally  be  prefented.  When  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  crimes  renders  confinement  of  ma¬ 
ny  miferable  fellow  creatures  requifite,  feveral 
muft  neceflarily  be  brought  into  one  apart¬ 
ment,  and  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
other  circumftances  being  the  fame,  will  the 
danger  of  infedtion  be  augmented. 

In  fuch  fituations,  the  following  are  more 
particularly  objedls  of  attention  : 

1.  Clothing. 

2.  Pcrfonal  cleanlinefs. 

3.  Diet.  •  *  :a 

4.  Air  ;md  exercife. 

5.  Bedding,  and  general  accommodation. 


j 
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i.  CLOTHING. 

The  principal  victims  of  juftice,  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  prifons,  are  poor  depraved,  half- 
clothed  objects  of  both  fexes  :  when  I  vifited 
the  female  convidts,  foon  after  the  death  of 
Lord  George  Gordon,  I  was  fhocked,  on 
viewing  their  wretched  condition :  fome  of 
them  had  fcarcely  raiment  fufficicnt  to  render 
them  decent,  although  the  keeper,  Mr.  Kirby, 
had  expended  nearly  £".20,  out  of  his  own 
pocket,  to  affift  them ;  and  now  I  mention  this 
gentleman,  it  gives  me  pleafure  to  commemo¬ 
rate  his  humanity  to  fuch  unfortunate  delin¬ 
quents,  Early  in  my  medical  life,  I  was  de- 
firous  of  feeing  the  difeafes  more  incident  to 
prifons,  and  for  three  years  gratuitoufly  attend¬ 
ed  Wood-ftreet  Compter,  of  which  he  was 
then  the  keeper  and  during  the  existence  of 
any  feverity  of  difeafe  among  the  prifoners^ 
however  abjedt  their  ftate,  he  has  often  told  me 
to  order  fuch  wine  and  diet  as  I  might  deem 
molt  fuitable,  and  which  he  uniformly  fup- 
plied. 

Not  more  than  half  of  the  prifoners,  who 
are  brought  into  Newgate,  pofifefs  clothing 
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fit  to  wear;  each  therefore,  upon  arrival  fliould 
be  examined,  and  when  neither  the  individual 
nor  the  relatives  are  capable  of  fupplying  a 
decent  fiifficiency,  fome  fund  ought  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  this  falutary  purpofe  ;  and  rai¬ 
ment  that  is  light  and  warm,  like  flannel,  and 
that  is  capable  of  wafhing,  would  be  the  moft 
eligible. 

To  promote  this  objed,  a  prifoner  of  each 
fcx,  who  has  been  remarked  for  good  con- 
dud:  under  confinement,  might  be  feleded  to 
fuperintend  the  refpedive  fexes.  With  a  lit¬ 
tle  aid  of  new  clothing,  and  management  of 
the  old,  two  drefles  or  fuits  might  be  made  up 
for  each  perfon,  who  fliould  twice  a  week 
change  the  drefs ;  and  whatever  has  been  once 
worn,  fliould  never  be  ufed  again  without  be¬ 
ing  prcvioufly  waflied,  or  run  through  warm 
water  and  weak  foap-ley.  In  fhort,  the  more 
frequent  the  change  of  light,  warm,  dry  clothes 
the  fafer  ;  and  this,  which  is  indeed  a  part  of 
the  next  lubjed,  leads  me  to  mention, 

2.  PERSONAL  CLEANLINESS, 

Wii  i  ch  cannot  be  effedual  without  change 
of  raiment  s  but  the  fubjed  I  mean  chiefly  to 

recommend 
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recommend  here,  is  cold  bathing,  or  other- 
wife  frequently  wafting  the  whole  body. 

Newgate  is  fo  judicioully  conftruded,  as 
to  contain  tolerably  airy  and  open  areas,  well 
fupplied  with  water.  Twice  a  week  every 
prifoner,  when  circumftances  of  health  will 
admit,  ftould  be  fubjeded  to  a  thorough  lava- 
tion;  on  which  account,  every  area  ftould  be 
fupplied  with  a  bathing  tub.  Perhaps  for  the 
fake  of  greater  decency,  females  might  be  in¬ 
dulged  with  a  ftower  bath,  made  double,  to 
admit  two  women  at  once,  without  one  feeing 
the  other. 

3.  DIET. 

Temperance  is  uniformly  falutary ;  and 
under  imprifonment,  where  due  exercife,  and 
change  of  air  cannot  be  admitted,  fome  regu¬ 
lation  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  diet  are 
peculiarly  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of 
health.  The  indulgence  of  freft  meat,  and  the 
addition  of  vegetables,  when  they  can  be  pro¬ 
cured,  are  certainly  defirable.  Bread  and  po¬ 
tatoes  are  always  within  the  reach  of  a  prifon¬ 
er,  and  if  the  freft  produds  of  the  kitchen 
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garden  could  be  occafionally  added,  the  variety 
would  contribute  to  comfort  and  falubrity. 

But  the  greateft  error  among  prifoners  is  in 
the  quantity  and  kind  of  liquors:  ale,  porter, 
fmall-beer,  are  proper  in  moderation,  and 
fpirits  are  interdicted.  Wine,  however,  pro¬ 
per  is  not  often  attainable,  and  may  be  difpenf- 
ed  with,  when  good  malt  liquor  can  be  pro¬ 
cured. 

4.  AIR  AND  EXERCISE. 

Newgate,  as  has  been  hinted,  is  happily 
conftruCted,  with  feveral  fpacious  areas,  which 
are  as  airy  as  the  fafety  of  a  prifon  will  admit; 
and,  on  my  vifit,  I  found  them  clean  waflied. 
In  thefe  areas,  the  bathing  tubs  may  be  placed. 
They  all  contain  cocks  admitting  free  dreams 
of  running  water.  Thefe  areas  are  likewife 
convenient  for  tennis  and  other  exercifes,  and 
every  prifoner  fhould  be  obliged  to  fpend  at 
lead;  an  hour,  in  walking  in  them,  or  in  fomc 
amufement,  as  far  as  amufement  can  be  ac¬ 
quired,  in  the  feat  of  aidrefs.  They  tend  to  di¬ 
vert  attention,  and  that  affords  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  of  anxiety ;  as  well  as  give  exercife  to 
the  body,  which  every  one  knows  is  condu¬ 
cive  to  health. 


Lord 
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Lord  George  Gordon,  who  fpent  fo  much 
of  his  life  in  Newgate,  daily  amufed  himfelf 
in  the  court  of  the  ftate  fide,  till  the  time  of 
his  confinement  expired,  and  during  all  this 
period,  he  enjoyed  good  health,  a  flight  bili¬ 
ous  affection  once  excepted  :  but  after  his  bail 
was  refufed,  perpetual  confinement  appeared 
to  him  to  be  his  lot  ;  from  this  moment  hope 
forfook  him,  his  fpirits  were  feniibly  funk, 
and  till  his  death,  a  period  of  about  nine 
months,  I  was  informed,  he  vifited  the  court 
twice  only.  No  doubt  the  folicitude  of  mind, 
as  well  as  the  want  of  exercife,  rendered  him 
more  liable  to  infe&ion. 

Some  of  the  prifoners,  who  refided  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  who  were  expofed  to  this 
caufe  of  difeafe,  efcaped  infection ;  but  I 
obferved  that  all  thefe,  not  only  enjoyed  the 
hope  of  emancipation,  but  ufed  much  exer¬ 
cife,  or  were  otherwife  very  bufily  employed, 
as  Ridgway  and  Symonds  in  the  fale  of  books, 
&c.  which  not  only  diverted  the  melancholy 
of  confinement,  but  afforded  continual  em¬ 
ployment  both  of  body  and  mind. 

I  found  the  windows  tolerably  fpacious,  and 
the  rooms  clean,  objects  fo  obvioufly  impor¬ 
tant  to  health,  and  fo.  fully  detailed  by  that 
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diftinguilhed  man,  the  late  John  Howard, 
that  nothing  remains  for  ine  to  add.  I  can¬ 
not  however  omit  reverting  to  the  directions 
given  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  infection,  at  the 
commencement  of  my  attendance  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  nobleman  I  have  fo  often  mentioned, 
which  there  is  reafon  to  conclude  was  benefi¬ 
cial,  as  no  infectious  diieafe  has  fince  fuper- 
vened. 


5.  BEDDING  AND  GENERAL 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Attention  to  bedding  is  of  fingular  im¬ 
portance  in  prifons,  and  all  places  of  confine¬ 
ment,  where  great  numbers  fleep  in  one  room. 
The  beds,  fometimes  brought  in  from  themifer- 
able  habitations  of  the  incarcerated  objeCts,  arc 
frequently  thrown  on  the  floor,  and  become 
very  dirty  for  want  of  ventilation;  befides  they 
occupy  much  fpace,  and  incommode  the  apart¬ 
ments,  and  prevent  cleanlinefs. 

Upon  this  fubjeCt  I  have  bellowed  fome  at¬ 
tention,  the  refill  t  of  which  I  lhall  briefly  relate. 
There  are  however  many  other  little  circum¬ 
stances,  not  ufually  to  be  fufpeded.  Many 

of 


' 


1 . 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 


339 


of  the  delinquents  are  brought  into  prifon 
not  only  void  of  decent  clothing,  but  total¬ 
ly  fo  of  bed  and  bedding,  which  is  neceffa- 
rily  fupplied  them ;  and  fo  loft  are  they  to 
all  honefty  and  propriety,  as  to  cut,  deface, 
and  fteal  the  very  bedding  allotted  them  in 
humanity. 

I  would  difcard  all  beds, except  in  the  hof- 
pital  ward,  and  fubftitute  cots,  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  thole  ufed  by  feamen  ;  but  inffead 
of  being  fufpended  to  the  roofs  of  the 
apartments,  to  ftand  on  iron  legs,  and  rail¬ 
ed  about  fix  inches  from  the  floor. 

In  viewing  the  annexed  drawing  of  the 
whole  apparatus,  the  conftru6fion  of  the 
frame  of  the  cot-bed  is  fo  fimple,  as  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  neceftity  of  much  detail,  after  con- 
fulting  the  references. 

The  ports,  AAAA,  are  kept  fteady  at 
their  lower  extremity,  by  a  bottom  rail, 
BBB,  running  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other,  and  its  terminations  are  forked,  to 
increafe  ft  ability  :  for  the  fame  viq^^feiigh 
not  abfolutely  neceffary,  raking  btareef, 
CCCC,  are  added,  The  termina,ti#4V  of 
the  bottom  rail  are  faftered  to  the  end  crofs 
rails  by  joints,  which  allow  the  ports  to 
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fold  in  upon  the  bottom  rail.  The  fide 
rails  DDDD,  to  which  the  facking  E  is  to 
be  hung,  are  fixed  by  hooks  into  notches, 
at  the  upper  ends  of  the  polls  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  put  on  and  removed  in 
a  few  minutes;  for  it  is  exprefsly  de- 
figned,  that  they  fhould  be  taken  off  eve¬ 
ry  morning,  as  foon  as  the  prifoncr  rifes 
from  fleep,  and  all  the  bedding  of  the 
cots  in  each  room  may  be  placed  together 
in  the  mod  convenient  place,  that  fpace 
may  be  allowed  for  the  prifoners,  to  enjoy 
the  whole  extent  of  their  crowded  chamber. 
With  this  facility  of  removing  and  replac¬ 
ing  the  whole  bedding  and  apparatus,  they 
will  be  enabled  to  walh  and  clean  the  apart¬ 
ment  daily,  which  fhould  be  infilled  upon 
by  the  keeper;  and  once  a  week  every  cot, 
and  the  wljole  apparatus  of  bedding,  Ihould 
be  fprinkled  with  vinegar,  or  fumigated 
with  burning  fulphur,  or  pitch,  in  the  area. 
This  is  one  important  intention  in  conflruft- 
ing  the  bars  on  hooks,  that  every  part  may 
be  readily  feparated  and  cleaned.  By  thefe 
precautions  all  flagnant  human  effluvia  will 
be  obviated  and  deftroyed,  and  vermin  pre¬ 
vented  from  harbouring  in  the  furniture. 

Add 
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Add  to  thefe  precautions,  thofe  already  re¬ 
commended,  refpe&ing  bathing,  clothing, 
air,  and  cleanlinefs,  and  it  may  be  predifted, 
that  infeftious  difeafes  would  not  be  the  dif- 
grace  of  prifons  and  workhoufes. 

In  the  fick  ward,  the  cot-beds  may  be  fo 
conftru&ed,  as  to  let  down,  either  on  one 
fide,  or  at  the  ends,  or  both,  by  having  the 
Tides  and  ends  of  the  cots  made  to  tie,  in- 
Head  of  being  fewed  together ;  and  were  it 
defired,  at  any  time,  particularly  in  the 
winter,  to  add  curtains,  bent  irons  may  be 
added  at  each  extremity,  to  raife  the  cur¬ 
tains,  fufficiently  high  above  the  cots,  to 
obviate  as  much  as  poffible  the  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  air  from  breathing. 

All  the  frames  fhould  be  numbered,  and 
the  cots,  with  the  bedding  belonging  to 
each,  fhould  be  marked  with  a  correfponding 
number,  to  prevent  the  furniture  from  be¬ 
ing  ftolen  or  cut  up,  practices  too  frequent 
with  the  pnfoners. 


Vol.  IV. 
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ARTICLE  XXIV. 


Cafe  of  extra  uterine  abdominal  Foetus  fuc - 
cefsfully  extradled  by  an  Operation. 

BY  THE  LATE 

Dr.  CHARLES  M'KNIGHT, 

o  r 

NEW  YORK, 

communicated  BY  JAMES  MEASE,  M.  D.  or 
PHILADELPHIA,  TO  Dr.  LET  1  SOM. 

The  woman  became  pregnant  22  months 
previous  to  the  operation ;  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  was  rendered  unquellionable,  by 
the  common  fymptoms  of  pregnancy,  which 
proceeded  regularly  from  conception  to 
labour.  The  menfes  ceafed,  the  woman 
grew  lufty,  had  the  ordinary  complaints, 
and  at  a  proper  time  felt  the  motion  of  the 
child,  which  grew  ftronger,  &c.  as  in  ftmi- 
lar  cafes.  At  the  end  of  nine  months  fhe 
was  taken  with  labour  pains,  but  no  child 
prefented,  and  after  fometime  the  pain 

ceafed, 
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ceafed,  but  without  any  diminution  of  the 
patient’s  fize  ;  hie  left  her  chamber  and  be¬ 
took  herfelf  to  her  ordinary  avocations  with 

j 

good  health,  but  an  uneafy  mind.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  fhe  came  to  town,  and 
coniulted  different  gentlemen  of  the  facul¬ 
ty,  who  all  agreed  as  to  the  cafe,  but  differ¬ 
ed  refpefting  the  treatment,  whether  the 
operation  fhould  be  immediately  perform¬ 
ed  ;  or,  as  the  woman  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  as  it  was  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  parts 
to  which  the  placenta  adhered,  or  which  it 
might  be  neceffary  to  injure,  in  the  complete 
extirpation  of  the  foetus,  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  fhould  be  deferred  until  fomething  like 
an  external  impoflhumation  fhould  appear, 
that  nature  fhould  thus  point  out  the  place 
and  manner  in  which  extraction  fhould 
be  performed.  On  the  other  hand  Dr. 
jVTKnight  faid,that  an  immediate  operation, 
before  the  woman’s  health  became  injured, 
and  before  the  contiguous  parts  fhould  buf¬ 
fer  from  compreflion  and  putrefaftion,  was 
mofl  advifeable.  The  event  has  proved, 
that  he  was  right;  and  I  confefs,  from  the 
obfervation  I  made  during  the  operation,  I 
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am  of  opinion,  that  this  reafoning  and  prac¬ 
tice  will  always  be  found  fo. 

The  tumor  of  the  abdomen  lay  confi- 
derably  to  the  left  fide,  and  the  protube¬ 
rant  part  of  the  child  could  be,  diftin&ly 
felt,  particularly  a  protuberance  which 
was  taken  for,  and  proved  to  be,  the 
head  of  the  child  in  the  left  groin,  and  a 
lefs  one  fuppofed  to  be  the  knee,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  above  the  navel.  The  wo¬ 
man  fubmitted  >vith  great  fortitude  to  the 
operation,  which  Dr.  M‘ Knight  began  by 
an  incilion  on  the  left  fide,  fomewhat  above 
the  navel,  and  a  little  beyond  the  junction 
of  the  reftus  and  oblique  mufcles,  which  he 
continued  to  the  pubes,  and  fo  near  it  as  to 
divide  one  of  the  epigaftric  arteries.  He 
operates  boldly,  and  very  foon  penetrated 
the  cavity  of  a  fac,  which  contained  the 
waters  and  foetus;  as  foon  as  the  waters  were 
difcharged,  he introducedhis fingers,  andex- 
tended  the  opening  both  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards,  which  brought  the  cheek  and  one 
arm  into  view  ;  the  arm  was  taken  out,  and 
by  it  an  attempt  was  made  to  extraft  the 
child,  but  it  proved  too  large  for  the  open¬ 
ing,  and  fo  found  that  no  part  gave  way, 

I  pre- 
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I  propofedleffening  its  bulk,  and  the  bones 
of  the  head  were  taken  away ;  it  was  then 
eafily  extrafted,  but  {fill  the  fhoulders  gave 
great  refi fiance  ;  and  fuddenly  yielding,  the 
foetus  fell  from  his  hand,  and  unluckily 
broke  the  navel  firing,  that  was  yet  within 
the  body  of  the  mother ;  and  although  af¬ 
ter  fearching  for  fometime,  he  found  a  fmall 
apendiculum,  which  he  took  for  the  brok¬ 
en  end  of  the  navel  firing,  yet  he  could 
never  find  the  placenta,  nor  was  any  thing 
like  the  containing  membranes  of  the 
child  delivered.  Thefe  circumflances  gave 
me  great  uneafmefs  for  the  poor  wo¬ 
man,  and  although,  in  fome  meafure,  recon¬ 
ciled  to,  I  did  not  care  to  examine  by  in¬ 
troducing  my  hand  into  the  wound,  but  I 
was  flruck  from  the  appearance  with  this 
idea  that  the  whole  membranes  and  placen¬ 
ta  had  united  to  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
formed  a  feparate  fac,  connefted  in  all  its 
parts  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  perito¬ 
neum  ;  fo  that  when  the  child  was  extrafted, 
the  hand  was  not  admitted  to  the  furface  of 
the  intefline,  but  to  the  infide  of  the  fack 
and  as  the  placenta  mufl  neceffarily  lie  on 
the  outfide  of  this  cavity,  it,  for  that  reafon, 
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could  not  be  difcovered  and  taken  away ; 
but  whether  this  conjeflure  was  true  or  not, 
neither  placenta  nor  membranes  were  deli¬ 
vered  ;  the  lips  of  the  wound  were  brought 
together,  and  they  were  left  to  Hough  oft 
duiing  digeftion,  which  proved  a  dangerous 
procefs  ;  the  difeharge  was  very  gi  eat,  the 
(loughs  black,  ichorous,,  and  oflenfive,  and 
reduced  the  woman  very  much  ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  however,  (he  has  ftruggled  through  it, 
and  is  now  fo  far  recovered  as  to  go  about, 
and  I  am  told  by  Dr.  M‘Knight,  that  the 
wound  is  healed  to  a  very  trifle  without  any 
finus. 


Dr.  Meafe  has  fub joined  fome  remarks, 
on  the  impropriety  of  attempting  to  extra£l 
the  placenta,  fhould  a  milar  operation,  in 
future  be  performed.  Some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  (ociety,  v  ho  were  prefent  when 
the  paper  was  re  id,  concurred  with  him 
in  opinion.  It  was  then  obferved,  that  the 
cafes  on  record  prove,  that  when  the  ovum 
efcapcs  into  the  abdomen,  and  grows  in 
that  cavi  y,  the  latus  has  neither  the  fame 

envelopement 
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envelopement  of  diftinft  membranes,  nor 
the  fame  large  and  perfeft  placenta,  nor 
length  of  funis,  which  it  poffeffes  in  its  na¬ 
tural  receptacle,  the  womb. 

As  all  parts  of  the  ovum  clofely  adhere 
to  the  furrounding  peritoneum,  any  attempt 
to  extraft  them  would  probably  be  injuri¬ 
ous. 

In  the  related  cafe,  it  was  not  neceffary 
to  tie  the  funis.  Should  a  foetus  be  extraft- 
ed  at  an  earlier  period,  at  the  termination 
of  g  months,  with  a  view  to  its  preferva- 
tion,  as  well  as  for  the  fafety  of  its  parent, 
a  ligature  on  the  chord  might  perhaps  be 
neceffary  ;  this  however  is  a  circumftance, 
which  future  experience  muff  determine. 
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article  XXV. 


Ilijioryof  the  Treatment  of  certain  Hemorrhages > 
By  JONATHAN  BINNS,  C.  M.  S. 

MEMBER  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  IN 
LONDON,  AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LIVERPOOL 

DISPENSARY  j 

•  * 

With  a  fucctfful  Cafe,  of  Amaurofs , 

s 

BY  Dr.  JAMES  GERARD, 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

/ 

Read  August  4th,  1794* 

Gentlemen, 

A  very  remarkable  cure  of  Amaurofis 
having  been  performed  by  my  friend  Dr. 
Gerard  on  one  of  his  Infirmary-patients,  I 
requefied  that  he  would  draw  up  the  cafe, 
and  permit  me  the  liberty  of  communicat¬ 
ing  it  to  you  ;  to  which,  with  fome  hefita- 
tion  he  affented.  I  embrace  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fending  you  an  account  of  a  me¬ 
thod  I  have  ufed  for  the  cure  of  profufe 

haemorrhages 
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haemorrhages  from  the  large  inteltines, 
namely,  by  aflringent  clyfters  injefted  near¬ 
ly  cold.  In  the  year  1780  I  was  defired  to 
vifit  W.  B.  a  middle  aged  man,  of  a  thin  ha¬ 
bit.  I  found  him  labouring  under  a  low 
feverilh  affeftion,  much  refembling  Typhus, 
which  from  the  attack  continued  about  fix 
weeks,  when  a  new  complaint  appeared, 
namely,  a  copious  difcharge  of  blood  by 
{tool.  During  the  feverilh  affeftion  he  took 
a  good  deal  of  the  decoftion  of  Peruvian 
bark  with  vitriolic  acid,  and  the  bark  in 
powder.  About  ten  days  before  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  blood,  the  patient  being  cof- 
tive,  fome  calomel  and  an  opening  draught, 
compofed  of  the  infufion  of  fenna  and  the 
vinous  tinfture  of  rhubarb,  were  given; 
and  after  this,  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe  con¬ 
tinuing,  he  took  frnall  dofes  of  antimonial 
wine  every  day  for  a  week.  The  day  preced¬ 
ing  the  bloody  (tools,  he  began  to  take  a  Ito- 
machic  vinous  tinfture,  with  fome  timfiure 
of  bark,  and  vitriolic  acid.  After  the 
hzemorrhage  came  on,  the  difcharges  by 
(tool  were  very  copious,  and  fo  highly  ting¬ 
ed  that  they  appeared  to  be  chiefly  blood. 
The  patient  vomityd  feveral  times,  but  no 

blood 
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blood  came  upward.  He  was  fo  much  funk 
by  the  difcharges,  and  the  previous  fever,  as 
to  render  it  difficult  for  him  to  fupport 
himfelf  on  the  flool,  and  the  pulfe  was  ex¬ 
tremely  weak :  in  this  fituation  I  did  not 
dare  to  recommend  bleeding.  A  quart  of 
the  tinflure  of  rofes,  well  acidulated  with 
vitriolic  acid,  was  ordered,  and  he  took  a 
tea-cup  full  of  it  cold  very  often  ;  he  was 
allowed  to  take  nothing  but  what  was  cool¬ 
ing  and  cold.  The  (tools,  notwithflanding, 
continued  to  be  frequent,  very  bloody,  and 
fometimes  he  voided  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
two  quarts  at  a  time;  the  pulfe  fank  fo  as 
to  be  fcarcely  perceptible,  and  the  patient 
became  fo  pale  that,  I  think,  I  never  faw  a 
perfon  alive,  who  might  more  properly  be 
faid  to  be  exfanguis .  The  late  alderman 
Richard  Gerard  (Dr.  Gerard’s  father)  an 
old  and  relpeclable  pra&itioner,  who  attend¬ 
ed  with  me,  was  alarmed  as  well  as  myfelf ; 
for  it  appeared  that,  without  fome  more  effi¬ 
cacious  means,  it  was  impoffible  to  lave  the 
patient.  In  this  critical  fituation  it  occur¬ 
red  to  me,  that,  though  the  patient  had  vo¬ 
mited  feveral  times;  yet  as  no  blood  was 
thrown  up,  and  what  was  voided  by  ftool 
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was  frefh-coloured,  the  difeafe  was  probably 
feated  in  the  large  intelbnes ;  that  this 
might  be  the  reafon  of  the  medicines  fail¬ 
ure,  and  that  a  fimilar  one  injefted  by  clyf- 
ter  might  poffibly  be  more  efficacious,  and 
if  thrown  up  nearly  cold,  might  act  as  cold 
injeftions  in  uterine  haemorrhage.  I  com¬ 
municated  my  reflections  on  this  fubjeCt  to 
my  friend  in  confutation,  and  afked  whe¬ 
ther  he  thought  wc  might  venture  to  give  a 
cold  clyfter,  containing  fome  powerful  af- 
tringent  and  vitriolic  acid.  He  approved 
of  the  propofal,  faying  that  any  thing  which 
affords  the  leaft  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  ought 
to  be  tried  in  fo  defperate  a  cafe ;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  form  was  therefore  agreed  on. 

•  t  - 

R  Rad.  tormentill  ae  gifs. 

Coque  in  aq.  font.  gxiv.  ad  gx.  co- 
laturae,  cui  adde 
Mucil.  gum.  Arab.  gij. 

Sp.  vitrioli  fort.  gutt.  viij.  m.  f. 
enema. 

This  was  direfted  to  be  given  much  cool¬ 
er  than  ufual — nearly  cold.  As  it  did  not 
produce  any  inconvenience  it  was  repeated 

the 
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the  fame  day.  The  day  following  we  had 
an  account  that  the  flools  had  been  lefs  fre¬ 
quent,  and  that  they  were  become  blacker, 
which  I  confidered  as  a  good  fign,  indicat¬ 
ing  a  ceffation,  or  at  leaft  a  diminution  of 
the  haemorrhage.  The  tinflure  of  ro fes 
and  the  clyhers  were  continued,  and  in  a  few 
days  the  blood  wholly  difappeared ;  but  it 
was  feveral  months  before  he  fully  recover¬ 
ed  his  ftrength.  About  nine  years  after  he 
was  feized  with  a  confumption  of  the  lungs 
of  which  he  died  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
inquired  whether  he  had  laboured  under 
any  complaints  of  the  belly,  which  might 
be  aferibed  to  the  vitriolic  acid;  and  was 
informed  that  none  fuch  had  occurred.  I 
therefore  ventured  afterward  to  purfue  a 
fimilar  plan,  and  have  generally  fucceed- 
ed.  I  ordered  eighty  drops  of  acid,  vitriol, 
dilut.  of  the  lafl  Lond.  Pharm.  in  about  four¬ 
teen  ounces  of  a  decoftion  of  camomile 
flowers  for  a  clyfter,  which  was  repeated 
five  or  fix  times  a  day,  for  about  four  days, 
in  a  man  labouring  under  the  haemorrhage, 
who  had  fome  infanity  upon  him.  He  at  the 
fame  time  took  the  acid  freely  by  the 
mouth.  I  afterwards  difeovered  that  an 

acid 
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acid  had  been  ufed  of  the  ftrength  of  elixir 
vitrioli  acidum  of  the  old  Lond.Pharmacop. 
and  that  about  the  time  the  bleeding  ceafed 
he  had  fome  griping ;  but  it  went  off  prefent- 
ly,  on  giving  him  fome  tinft.  opij.  in  aq. 
menth  pip.  It  ought  not  however  to  be 
concealed  that,  fince  he  difcontinued  the 
acid,  he  has  had  occafional  returns  of  the 
griping  ;  but  as  it  is  only  temporary,  and 
at  other  times  he  remains  perfedtly  well  for 
feveral  weeks,  and  the  [tools  are  quite  na¬ 
tural,  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  afcribed  to 
the  acid.  In  order  more  certainly  to  learn 
the  effeft  of  the  vitriolic  acid  in  clyflers,  a 
few  times  of  late  I  adminiftered  nothing 
but  that  acid,  and  a  deco&ion  of  camomile 
[lowers.  I  ordered  this  decoftion  chiefly 
as  a  vehicle,  becaufe  it  is  what  we  common¬ 
ly  ufe  in  the  difpenfary,  in  place  of  the  com¬ 
mon  decoftion  for  clyflers,  and  not  from 
much  expeftation  of  its  flyptic  power, 
though  it  has  been  recommended  in  this 
difeafe  by  Lieutand  :  it  may  poflibly  be  of 
fome  fervice,  in  retarding  the  putrid  tenden¬ 
cy  of  the  extravafated  blood.  Whether  the 
acid  is  as  effectual,  as  when  the  tormentil 
is  united  with  it,  I  am  doubtful ;  yet  in  the 
9  above 
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above  cafe,  in  which  it  was  necefTary  to 
continue  the  means  for  four  days  before  the 
haemorrhage  entirely  ceafed,  the  affeClion 
might  perhaps  be  protraCted  by  the  man’s 
{late  of  mind,  which  rendered  him  often 
refllefs.  If  a  cafe  fhould  be  fo  obflinate  as 
to  refill  the  ufual  method  of  cure,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  means  here  recommended, 
and  fhould  therefore  feem  to  require  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  quantity  of  vitriolic  acid  in 
the  clyfters,  I  have  thought  it  probably 
might  be  done  with  lefs  danger  in  the 
form  of  alum  ;  but  no  cafe  has  occurred  to 
me  of  late  wherein  it  was  necefTary  to  try 
it.  Although  in  thefe  mteflinal  haemorrhages 
I  have  fucceeded  beyond  my  expectation, 
fince  I  have  been  in  the  praCtice  of  recom¬ 
mending  the  injeCtion  of  clyfters,  yet  I  would 
not  wifh  you  to  underhand  that  I  negleCt 
all  other  means  ;  but,  as  I  am  not  intending 
to  give  a  differtation  on  this  difeafe,  but 
merely  a  few  rude  hints,  it  will  not  be  re- 
quifite  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  fubjeCt. 
Before  I  conclude,  I  wifh  however  to  remark, 
that  I  generally  endeavour  to  adapt  the 
clyfters  to  the  nature  of  the  attendant  com¬ 
plaints;  for  example,  about  feven  months 

ago 
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ago,  I  was  called  to  a  child  three  years  and  a 
half  old,  labouring  under  the  confluent  fmall- 
pox,  with  conliderable  difcharges  of  bloody 
ftool,  I  accordingly  varied  the  clyfter  to  the 
following  form. 

» 

R  Decoft.  cort.  Peruv.  giij. 

Tin  ft.  cort.  Peruv.  Bij. 

Mucil.  Arab.  gum.  9vj. 

Acid,  vitriol,  dilut.  gs.  xvj.  m.  f. 
enema. 

It  was  direfted  to  be  given  nearly  cold,  and 
repeated  every  four  hours  :  at  firfl:  it  feemed 
to  produce  but  little  effeft;  on  inquiry,  I  found 
it  had  been  given  warmer  than  I  intended ;  it 
was  therefore  afterward  exhibited  without 
warming — of  the  fame  temperature  as  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  room,  which  was  kept  pretty  cool  on 
account  of  the  primary  aifeafe;  yet  there  was 
a  fmall  fire,  as  it  was  cold  weather.  The 
blood  then  foon  ceafed  to  flow,  and  did  not  re¬ 
turn,  though  the  child  continued  to  have  loofe 
ftools  for  two  days,  when  it  died  of  a  very 
putrid  fmall-pox.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
aftringent  clyfters  may  be  ferviceable  in  ex- 
ceffive  bleeding  from  internal  piles ;  but  I  am 

clear 
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clear  that  none  of  the  cafes  which  I  have 
treated  in  the  above-mentioned  was  of  this 
kind,  but  a  hemorrhage  higher  up  in  the  in- 
teftines.  In  cafe  of  piles  the  clyfter  does  not 
need  to  be  more  than  two  or  three  ounces,  but 
that  it  ought  to  be  increafed  in  proportion  to 
the  fuppoled  diftance  of  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
cafe ;  perhaps,  fometimes  to  twenty  ounces  or 
more.  In  fome  cafes  it  may  even  be  necefla- 
ry  to  ufe  a  clyfter-fyringe,  by  which  the  fluid 
may  be  propelled  with  greater  force  than  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  therefore  be  more  like¬ 
ly  to  reach  a  very  diftant  part.  Care  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  be  taken,  if  poflible,  to  prevent  the 
fpeedy  return  of  the  clyfter.  It  may  appear 
negligent  in  me  not  to  have  afcertained  more 
accurately  the  temperature  of  the  clyfters ; 
but  it  could  not  well  have  been  done,  unlefs  I 
could  have  attended  theadminiftration  of  them, 
as  with  us  they  are  generally  given  by  nurfes, 
or  old  women,  incapable  of  ufing  a  thermome¬ 
ter  ;  but  on  fome  future  occafion  I  lhall  pro¬ 
bably  do  it.  As  I  have  hitherto  difeovered  no 
inconvenience  from  their  coldnefs,I  fhould  not 
heiitate  in  very  urgent  cafes,  and  in  warm  wea¬ 
ther  to  employ  means  for  reducing  the  heat 
below  the  temperature  of  the  atmofphere ; 

yet 
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yet  it  is  probable  that  in  fome  conftitutions 
fuch  a  degree  of  cold  might  induce  cholic.  Cold 
medicines  and  drink  have  undoubtedly  confi- 
derable  effedt  in  fuppreffing  haemorrhages  of 
the  fliomach,  and  1  conceive  that  in  the  in- 
teftines,  unaccuftomed  to  any  thing  cold,  cold 
clyfters  muft  have  more  conflderable  effedl ; 
and  perhaps  not  only  in  the  part  into  which 
the  fluid  is  injedted ;  but  it  may  probably 
produce  fome  effedt  upon  a  haemorrhage 
in  the  contiguous  inteftines,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  cold  applied  to  the  back  or  abdomen  of 
a  patient,  labouring  under  uterine  haemorrhage, 
will  frequently  fupprefs  the  difcharge;  yet 
not  fo  effectually  as  when  it  comes  into  con¬ 
tact  with  the  extremities  of  the  bleeding  vef- 
fels.  Some  perhaps  may  afcribe  the  whole  ef¬ 
fedt  to  the  coldnefs  of  the  injedtion,  and  fup- 
pofe  that  cold  water  may  anfwer  as  well  as  the 
rnoft  artful  impregnation ;  this  I  think  is 
clearly  confuted  by  the  ufe  of  ftyptic  applica¬ 
tions,  not  only  to  external  haemorrhages,  but 
to  thole  of  the  fliomach  and  uterus. 

It  may  poflibly  be  fuppofed  that  no  fatal  or 
bad  confequence  would  have  arifen  from  the 
haemorrhages  which  I  have  been  fo  folicitous 
to  reftrain,  as  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  recommended 
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to  leave  all  internal  haemorrhages  to  nature, 
and  faid  that  life  is  fafe,  if  the  patient  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  faint,*  I  fhall  oppofe  to  this  doc¬ 
trine  only  one  obfervation  of  Van  Swieten  ; 
tf  Memini  me  aliquoties  vidiffe,  poll  diutur- 
nas  &  moleftiffimas  cardialgias,  ingentem  co- 
piam  fanguinis  abfque  ullo  dolore  per  anum 
excretam  fuiffe;  fed  brevi  fequebatur  fumma 
debilitas,  animi  deliquium,  &  mors, 

JONATHAN  BINNS. 

Liverpool ,  2 6th  oj qth  month ,  179 4. 


*  Mothcrby’s  Med.  Di£L  ad.  Edit.  Art.  Hjcmorrhagia. 

+  Comment,  in  Boorh.  Aphor.  719,  tom.  1 .  Edit.  3. 
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A  fuccefsful  Cafe  of  Amaurofs, 

BY 

Dr.  JAMES  GERARD, 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  LIVERPOOL  INFIRMARY. 


Read  August  4th,  1794. 

John  Laurence,  aged  32  years,  labour¬ 
ing  under  Amaurofis,  admitted  into  the  Li¬ 
verpool  Infirmary  the  15  th  of  September  1791. 
He  is  a  robull:  man,  a  common  failor,  has  in 
that  capacity  experienced  all  the  viciffitudes 
of  climate,  and  has  always  been  accuftomed 
to  live  freely  in  every  refpedt.  The  difeafe 
began  in  the  Weft  Indies,  about  fix  months 
before,  without  his  having  been  previoufly 
expofed  to  a  ftronger  degree  of  light  than  he 
had  frequently  before  experienced,  or  any 
other  caufe  that  he  could  affign.  At  this  time 
he  was  fent  to  the  Hofpital  at  Port  Royal, 
Jamaica,  where  he  fays  various  means  were 
ufed  without  the  leaft  benefit ;  he  afterwards 
came  to  England,  and  was  fent  into  Haflar 
Hofpital,  where  he  fays  the  difeafe  was  called 

C  c  2  gutta 
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gutta  ferena ;  after  remaining  there  about  a 
month,  he  was  difcharged  without  receiving 
any  relief,  or  encouragement  to  hope  for  it. 
On  his  admiflion  into  the  Liverpool  Infir- 

k 

mary,  he  was  ordered  to  ufe  the  cold  bath,  to 
take  the  Peruvian  bark  in  powder,  and  three 
times  a  day  to  inftill  into  the  eyes  a  few  drops 
of  an  infufion  of  Cayenne  pepper  in  cold  wa¬ 
ter,  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to  an 
ounce.  Notwithftanding  its  having  been  fil¬ 
trated  through  paper,  it  occafioned  very  con- 
fiderable  pain,  and  a  plentiful  flow  of  tears  ; 
but  the  patient  being  a  man  of  great  refolution, 
he  lleadily  perfevered,  and  was  very  foon  re- 
compenfed  for  his  fuffering,  by  the  evident 
advantage  which  his  fight  daily  received,  and 
though  this  was  but  tranfient  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  yet  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  it  himfelf,  that 
after  having  bathed  but  twice,  and  taken  only 
a  few  dofes  of  the  bark,  he  difcontinued  both, 
in  order  to  give  the  infufion  a  full  and  fatisfac- 
tory  trial.  Upon  finding  the  effedt  greater 
and  more  lafling  on  repetition,  he  ufed  it  more 
frequently  and  freely  than  had  been  directed, 
or  than  might  have  been  thought  prudent. 
As  this  circumftance  feems  to  have  contribut¬ 
ed  very  materially  to  the  iuccefs,  it  appears  ne- 

ceflary 
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cefifary  to  defcribe  the  particular  manner  of  his 
ufing  it,  which  was  to  lie  down  on  his  back, 
whilft  one  of  the  other  patients  poured  the 
infuiion  copioufly  into  his  eyes,  and  this  was 
repeated  five  times  a  day,  although  the  pain 
was  fo  great  as  to  occafion  an  agitation  of 
the  whole  body.  In  a  few  days  he  was  fo 
fenfible  of  the  benefit  he  had  derived,  that  he 
de fired  the  other  patients  to  hold  up  different 
objeds  betwixt  him  and  the  window,  to  try 
whether  he  could  tell  what  they  were.  On 
the  firft  attempt  he  faw  them  very  imperfedly, 
but  experienced  fuch  improvement  daily,  that  he 
could  foon  diftinguifh  the  church-fteeples  and 
other  diftant  objeds,  and  in  three  weeks  from 
the  time  of  his  admiflion,  his  fight  was  fo 
perfedly  reftored,  that  he  could  fee  as  well  as 
ever  he  had  done  in  his  life,  and  as  diftindly 
as  any  other  patient  in  the  ward. 

Confidering  this  an  uncommonly  fuccefsful 
cafe,  I  afterwards  mentioned  it  to  my  col¬ 
leagues,  and  alfo  to  fome  of  the  faculty  of  the 
difpenfary,  and  regretted  that  I  had  not  call¬ 
ed  their  attention  to  it  at  the  time.  An  op¬ 
portunity  of  correding  that  omiffion  however 
occurred  laft  November,  when  I  accidentally 
met  the  man.  I  confidered  this  a  very  fortun- 

C  c  3  ate 
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ate  circumftance,  as  it  afforded  them  the  fa* 
tisfadtion  not  only  of  feeing  him,  but  alfo  of 
hearing  this  account  confirmed  by  himfelf 
two  years  afterward  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  alfo 
related  fome  events  that  had  occurred  to  him 
fince  he  left  the  infirmary,  which  are  perhaps 
worthy  of  notice;  particularly,  that  immedi¬ 
ately  after  he  was  difmiffed  in  October  1791, 
he  undertook  a  coafting  voyage,  in  which  he 
was  much  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  and  was 
fhipwrecked  on  the  Coaft  of  Holland  in  the 
month  of  December  following  ;  and  that,  be- 
fides  feveral  other  fliort  trips,  he  had  fince  been 
a  voyage  to  Africa,  where  he  had  continued 
fix  months  upon  the  coaft.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  trials,  and  his  having  lived  as  freely  as 
before,  he  experienced  the  enjoyment  of  his 
fight  without  abatement  during  the  whole  pe¬ 
riod.  Upon  examining  his  eyes  there  was  no 
defeat  in  either,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  iris 
in  each  poffeffed  the  power  of  contraction  and 
dilatation  in  an  uncommon  degree,  as  appeared 
by  the  change  which  evidently  and  rapidly 
took  place  in  the  pupils,  merely  on  turning 
his  face  to  the  light  or  from  it ;  a  circum¬ 
ftance 
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ftance  which  fhowed  a  great  degree  of  fenfi- 
bility  in  the  retina. 

Having  now  related  the  cafe,  it  is  proper  to 
communicate  the  circumstance  which  gave 
rife  to  the  practice,  which  was  mentioned  to 
the  faculty  of  this  infirmary,  by  the  late  Mr* 
Robert  Scott,  Surgeonof  Artillery, Woolwich; 
in  juftice  to  whofe  memory  I  inuft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  it  was  on  his  fuggeftion  the  reme¬ 
dy  was  fir  ft  tried  here.  The  occurrence  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Bahama  Iflands,  whilft  that  gen¬ 
tleman  was  there  with  the  army.  Several 
people  were  directed  to  hulk  fome  capficum  ; 
amongft  whom  was  a  blind  old  man  ;  during 
his  being  thus  employed,  one  of  his  eyes  itched, 
on  rubbing  it  he  had  exceffive  pain,  owing  as  it 
was  fuppofed  to  a  particle  of  pepper  getting 
into  his  eye;  to  the  man’s  great  furprize,  how¬ 
ever,  he  could  afterward  fee  for  a  while.  The 
hint  was  taken,  he  ufed  an  infufion  of  the 
pepper  in  the  manner  already  defcribcd,  and 
he  recovered  his  fight. 
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ARTICLE  XXVI. 


I  * 

A  Cafe  where  Small-pox  was  communicated  from 
the  Mother  to  the  Child  in  liter  o. 

By  WILLIAM  TURNBULL,  A.  M. 

SURGEON  TO  THE  EASTERN  DISPENSARY. 

Read  Sept  EMBER  I  ft,  I794-. 

Whether,  and  in  what  manner  the  finall- 
pox,  or  any  other  infedious  difeafe  can  be 
communicated  from  the  mother  to  the  foetus, 
in  utero,  is  a  fubjed,  that  has  afforded  much 
controverfy. 

The  late  Mr.  John  Hunter  in  an  ingenious 
paper,  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
adions,  Vol.  LXX,  has  furnifhed  us  with  a 
colledion  of  refpedable  authorities  on  both 
fides  of  the  queftion;  but  in  the  the  conclu- 
fion,  it  appears  that  this  point  was  not  clearly 
elucidated  to  the  fatisfadion  of  that  juftly  ce¬ 
lebrated  phyfiologift. 
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Nor  did  the  well  authenticated  cafe  of  Mr. 
Lynn  *  change  in  any  degree  his  fentiments  on 
this  matter ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the 
following  fads,  which  I  am  going  to  fubmit 
to  the  fociety’s  conflderation,  will  eftablifh  be¬ 
yond  the  poflibility  of  a  doubt,  that  the  fmall- 
pox  may  be  conveyed  from  the  mother  to  the 
foetus  in  utero,  and  that  the  moft  probable  way 
for  its  conveyance,  is  through  the  medium  of 
the  circulation. 

In  April  1793,  my  friend  Mr.  Hepburn,  an 
intelligent  praditioner,  was  defired  to  inocu¬ 
late  a  Mrs.  White  *j-  of  Virginia  Street,  Ratcliff- 
high  way,  who  was  then,  in  the  7th  month  of 
her  pregnancy;  and  on  the  9th  day,  (April 
2 2d.)  from  the  accefiion  of  the  eruption,  which 

*  This  ingenious  paper  was  read  before  the  Royal  So- 

0 

ciety,  in  February  1786. 

.,  f  -  -  --  ■'  1  .  * 

+  At  the  fame  time,  that  Mrs.  White  was  inoculated 
35  other  perfons  of  different  fex  and  ages,  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fame  manufa&ory,  fubmitted  to  the  opera- 
tation  ;  and  among  thefe,  another  woman  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  whofe  child,  when  delivered,  had  no  marks  of 
Small-pox.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  this 
child  has  often  been  expofed  to  variolous  contagion,  it  has 
hitherto  efcaped  the  difeafe. 


was 


MEMOIRS  OF  THE 


366 

was  moderate,  fhe  received  a  fall, — from  that 
period  the  motions  of  the  child  were  no  longer 
perceptible;  when,  on  the  30th,  fhe  was  taken 
in  labour,  and  on  the  fame  day  delivered  of  a 
dead  female  child,  covered  with  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  variolous  pudules,  which  were  promi¬ 
nent,  and  in  a  date  of  fuppuration. 

Upon  the  delivery  of  the  child,  Mr.  Hep¬ 
burn  requefted  the  attendance  of  Dr.  Turn- 
bull  and  myfelf;  the  date  of  which  I  imme¬ 
diately  communicated  to  Mr.  Hunter,  with  a 
requifition  that  he  would  appoint  a  time  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  foetus,  before  its  interment ;  but  bu- 
finefs  prevented  him  from  accepting  this  invi¬ 
tation. 

I  moidened  two  lancets  with  pus,  with  one 
of  which,  on  the  4th  of  May  following,  I  ino¬ 
culated  a  little  boy,  about  3  years  old,  the  fon 
of  a  Mrs.  White  of  Stepney ;  this  circum- 
dance  maybe  confidered  as  a  little  extraordi¬ 
nary,  being  the  fame  name  as  the  mother  of 
the  child  from  whence  the  matter  was  taken. 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  arm  inflamed,  and 
continued  increafing  until  the  13th,  when  the 
boy  was  affedled  with  thefe  fymptoms  which 
generally  precede  the  eruption,  and  which  did 

not 
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not  abate  till  a  good  fprinkle  of  the  diftindl 
fmall-pox  had  made  their  appearance. 

The  difeafe  obferved  a  regular  progreffion, 
and  my  little  patient  was  refiored  to  health  in 
the  ufual  time. 

Dr.  Turnbull  repeated  the  experiment  on 
another  child,  with  equal  fuccefs. 

Although  the  above  inftances  fufficiently  a  A 
certain  this  fadt,  that  the  foetus  in  utero  may 
receive  fmall-pox  from  the  mother,  yet  I  was 
determined  to  carry  the  experiment  farther, 
and  for  this  purpofe,  took  fome  matter  from 
the  child  at  Stepney,  and  inoculated  three 
other  children  in  Moorfields,  who  were  all  in- 
fedted,  and  went  uniformly  through  the  feve- 
ral  ftages  of  the  diftemper,  and  recovered. 
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ARTICLE  XXVII. 


Some  account  of  the  Dyfopia , 

I*  A  LETTER  TO 

Dr.  GARTH  SHORE,  M.  D.  F.  R  S.  &c. 

From  MATTHEW  GUTHRIE,  M.  D. 

m 

PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  IMPERIAL  CORPS  OF  NOBLE 
LAND  CADETS  ST.  PETERSBURGH. 

Read  September  ift,  1794. 

Sir, 

I  am  afhamed  of  having  fo  long  had  the 
honour  of  being  elected  a  correfpondent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  refpedtable  and  learned  Medical 
Society  of  London,  without  having  as  yet 
fent  any  thing  from  this  country,  relative  to 
the  objedl  of  its  laudable  purfuit ;  but  as  the 
common  routine  of  practice  offers  in  general  lit¬ 
tle  remarkable  which  I  have  not  already  treat¬ 
ed  of  in  the  fecond  part  of  a  Differtation,  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfaftions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  viz.  the  phyfical  infuence  of  a  northern 

climate 
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climate  on  man  and  his  difeafcs ,  I  waited  till 
feme  thing  offered  which  I  could  deem  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  fociety,  and  I  flatter  my- 
felf  that  the  difeafe,  which  conftitutes  the  fub- 
jedt  of  this  paper,  has  at  leaft  fufficient  novel¬ 
ty  to  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
public  in  general,  and  your  learned  body  in 
particular. 

The  curious  difeafe  which  I  have  but  very 
recently  difcovered  in  this  country  (although 
by  no  means  inattentive  to  any  thing  intereft- 
ing,)  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  feen 
treated  of  by  any  Britiffi  author,  although  I  per¬ 
ceive  it  was  not  unknown  to  the  indefatigable 
and  learned  Nofologift  Sauvage,  whom  no¬ 
thing  feems  to  have  efcaped,  and  from  whom 
Dr.  Cullen  feems  to  have  taken  his  firft  fpe- 
cies  of  Dyfopia,  which  is  pretty  nearly  our 
difeafe,  although  only  named  by  the  learned 
profefTor. 

This  lingular  complaint  has  been  long 
known  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  empire  to 
the  Ruffian  peafants,  who  are  fubjedt  to  it,  and 
who  have  named  it  Kuritjha  SleJ?ota,  or  the  hen 
blindnefs,  as  the  patient  lofes  the  ufe  of  his 
eyes  at  the  fetting,  and  recovers  it  again  only 
at  the  rifing,  of  the  fun  (even  in  fummer  when 

we 
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we  have  properly  fpeaking  no  night)  like  the 
doineftic  hen,  according  to  the  popular  opinion 
of  the  country,  which  has  given  origin  to  the 
fanciful  name  of  the  difeafe. 

Although  fettled  fo  many  years  in  Ruffia,  it 
is  but  a  very  fhort  time  fince  I  heard  of  this 
difeafe  on  the  following  remarkable  occafion. 

I  was  defired  laft  month,  to  give  my  opinion 
on  a  curious  phenomenon  that  happened  laft 
war  in  Finland,  when  a  Ruffian  detachment, 
ordered  to  attack  a  Swediffi  poll:  in  a  light 
night  of  fpring,  had  like  to  have  miftaken 
one  another  for  our  enemies,  and  occafioned 
bloodfhed,  from  fome  hundreds  in  the  co¬ 
lumn  being  blind  after  Jun-fet ;  this  lingular 
fa<ft,  which  has  been  fince  confirmed  to  me  by 
feveral  officers,  who  ferved  in  the  very  corps 
wherein  the  difeafe  occurred,  fet  me  upon  im¬ 
mediate  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  frequency 
of  the  complaint,  and  I  found  that  the  peafants, 
to  whom  I  already  owe  fo  much  inform¬ 
ation*,  were  the  only  people  from  whom  I 

could 


*  I  have  lately  given  in  a  literary  journal,  publifhed  by 
Dr.  Anderfon  ol  Edinburgh,  under  the  name  of  the  Bee, 
a  good  deal  of  information  procured  from  the  Ruffian 
pcafants,  relative  to  Village  Arts,  &c.  with  fome  fimple 
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could  get  a  diftindt  account  of  its  caufe  and 
cure,  fo  that  the  following  hiftory  is  in  fadt  due 
to  a  clafs  of  civil  fociety,  whom  Dr.  Goldfmith 
had  much  reafon  to  recommend  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  travellers,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as 
patient  obfervation  in  a  fucceffion  of  ages,  has 
taught  them  many  pradtical  truths,  arts,  &c. 
by  no  means  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
philofophcr. 

The  Kuritjha  Slepotay  or  hen  blindnefs  of 
the  Ruffians,  feems  to  be  the  Dyfopia  Tene- 
brarum  of  Cullen,  and  the  Amblyopia  Cre- 
pufcularis  of  Sauvage,  whofe  lpecific  or  trivial 
name,  appears  to  refer  to  the  very  fpecies  of 
the  difeafe  I  am  treating. 

The  refult  of  all  my  village  information 
was, 

1.  That  the  difeafe  is  pretty  common 
amongft  the  Ruffian  peafants,who  have  named 
it  as  above. 

2.  That  they  are  generally  feized  with  it 
after  much  fatigue  and  watching,  more  efpe- 
cially  during  the  hay  harveft,  when  they  com¬ 
monly  work  all  night,  to  avoid  the  fultry  heat 
of  day,  and  deep  lefs  than  ufual. 


Nomade  remedies  in  life  araongil  the  wandering  Tartar 


fhepherds. 
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3.  That  it  is  attended  with  no  pain,  or  even 
disagreeable  feeling  in  the  part  affedted,  al¬ 
though  the  patient  lofes  entirely  his  fight  after 
fun  fet,  in  the  lighted:  night  in  fummer,  and 
does  not  recover  it  till  its  rifing  again,  although 
no  one  ever,  on  the  mod:  flridl  examination  of 
the  eye,  can  diftinguifh  thofe  who  have,  from 
thofe  who  have  not  the  difeafe. 

4.  That  its  duration  is  only  temporary, 
feldom  lafting  above  a  month  or  fix  weeks, 
even  when  the  complaint  is  left  to  itfelf,  but 
they  know  and  ufe  a  village  fpecific  which  re¬ 
moves  it  in  a  week  or  fourteen  days  at  far- 
thefl. 

* 

This  vegetable  fpecific  unfortunately  the 
winter  feafon  has  prevented  me  feeing  a  Speci¬ 
men  of,  but  from  all  the  deferiptions  I  have 
got  of  it,  as  well  as  from  its  village  name  of 
Cinets ,  or  blue  flower,  mud:  be  the  Centaurea 
Cyamus  of  Linnaeus,  the  corn  flower,  or  blue 
bottle  of  Britain  ;  although  I  Shall  have  the 
plant  brought  to  me  next  Summer  for  greater 
certainty.  This  they  drink  in  form  of  tea 
without  honey,  the  peafants’  Sugar,  which  is 
feldom  wanting  in  a  Ruffian  village,  if  it  would 
add  to  the  virtues  of  the  medicine. 


F  rom 
* 
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From  all  thefe  fads  I  think  I  may  hazard 
the  following  conclusions. 

That  it  appears  this  curious  difeafe  is  com* 
monly  preceded  by  bodily  fatigue  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  vigil,  at  a  feaion  of  the  year  when  the 
eye  is  expofed,  with  little  intermiSSion,  to  the 
conftant  aCtion  of  light,  as  the  fun  dips  but 
very  little  below  the  horizon  during  our  hay 
harvelt,  (end  of  June  and  beginning  of  July} 
and  that  for  a  very  Short  time,  fo  that  one 
might  fulpeCt  that  the  difeate  proceeds  from 
long  continued  aCtion  of  light  on  the  eye, 
poffibly  producing  fome  degree  of  weaknefs, 
as  it  is  cured  by  the  ufe  of  a  bitter  tonic  in* 
fufion,  even  whilst  the  patient  continues  his 
hard  labour  during  the  day,  provided  lie  Sleeps 
at  night  as  at  other  feafons  of  the  year, 

The  curious  event  at  the  army  Seems  to 
Strengthen  this  conjecture,  as  the  difeafe 
feized  the  foldiers  in  the  Spring,  when  the 
nights,  from  the  Short  abfence  of  the  fun,  and 
the  Strong  reflection  from  the  fnow,  muft  Slave 
been  likewife  very  fatiguing  to  the  eyes,  at  a 
period  of  much  martial  vigil  and  alarm, 
when  furprifes  on  both  Sides  were  frequent, 
and  commonly  noCturnah  However  it  muli 
be  remarked,  that  the  complaint  feems  always 
VolJV.  D  d  connected 
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connected  with  fatigue  and  inanition,  as  the 
regiment,  where  it  affedted  fo  large  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  men,  had  marched  all  the  way 
from  the  Taurid,  or  Crim  Tartary,  to  oppofe 
the  Swedes  in  Finland. 

As  it  may  poflibly  furnifh  fome  matter  of 
fpeculation  to  your  numerous  writers  on  the 
fcurvy>  I  fhall  add  that  the  regiment  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  although  compofed  moftly  of  recruits, 
generally  moftfubjedt  to  the  land  feurvy,  which 
fometimes  rages  amongft  our  troops  during 
winter,  and  is  only  flopped  by  the  return  of 
the  fine  feafon,  and  its  vegetable  production, 
as  I  have  remarked  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  fecond  decade  of  the  Medical  Commenta¬ 
ries  of  Edinburgh  :  I  fay  that  this  raw  regi¬ 
ment,  fo  very  fubjedt  to  the  Kuritfha  Slepota, 
was  the  laji  in  the  whole  army  that  felt  the 
feptic  influence  of  a  northern  winter  (when 
not  fufficiently  guarded  againft  it,  by  a  large 
fupply  of  prepared  antifcorbutic  vegetables) 
and  who  fuffered  the  leaft  by  that  fatal  dif- 
eafe. 

This  laft  piece  of  information,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  long  march,  I  learned  from  Dr. 
Gallaway,  a  countryman,  and  one  of  the  phy- 
ficians  to  the  armyjn  Finland,  who  unfortun¬ 
ately 
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ately  had  the  charge  of  a  military  hofpital, 
to  which  the  foldiers,  affedted  with  the  am¬ 
blyopia  crepufcularis,  were  not  fent ;  or  we 
Ihould  certainly  have  received  a  more  com¬ 
plete  hiftory  of  it,  than  I  have  been  able  to 
colled:  from  my  unlettered  informants. 

I  cannot  omit  informing  the  fociety  that, 
whilft  making  enquiries  about  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  difeafe,  I  learnt  a  curious  fad;  relative 
to  one  which  is  its  diametric  oppofite,  viz.  the 
fecond  fpecies  of  Cullen’s  dyfopia  luminis, 
the  amblyopia  meridiana  of  Sauvage,  who 
teems  again  to  refer  to  the  very  fpecies  of  the 
difeafe,  defcribed  in  the  following  anecdote : 

A  gentleman  belonging  to  one  of  the  two 
imperial  military  cadet  corps,  of  which  I  am 
phyfician,  affured  me  that,  whilft  in  garrifon 
in  Landau,  in  Alface,  hefaw  a  difeafe  the  very 
reverfe  of  the  one  I  was  enquiring  after,  viz. 
a  number  of  men  blind  during  the  meridian 
fplendor  of  the  fun,  although  they  faw  veiy 
well  in  the  evening,  or  whilft  it  was  obfcur- 
ed  in  the  day.  He  faid  that,  during  the  fum- 
merof  1771  or  1772,  two  hundred  foldiers, 
of  the  regiment  of  Picardie,  the  garrifon  of 
that  fort,  were  feized  with  a  fpecies  of  blind- 
nefs  in  Jun  Jhine ,  infomuch  that  t'hey  could  not 
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fee  their  way,  or  do  any  kind  of  work,  if  it 
was  not  overcaft,  fo  that  when  (trolling  in  the 
fields  during  a  cloudy  day,  if  the  fun  fudden- 
}y  broke  out,  they  were  obliged  to  be  led  by 
their  companions,  till  a  cloud  once  more  ob- 
feured  the  glorious  luminary,  and  enabled  them 
to  purfue  their  undirected  courfe. 

I  (hall  be  happy  if,  by  making  this  public, 
the  attention  of  the  faculty  in  general,  and  of 
army  practitioners  in  particular,  be  drawn  to 
the  obfervation  and  inveftigation  of  thefe  cu¬ 
rious  difeafes,  as  in  this  cafe  we  may  hope  to 
fee  the  fubjeCt  amply  difeuffed,  and  much  in¬ 
form'1  don  added  to  the  little  collected  by  your 
moft  obedient  humble  lervant, 

MATTHEW  GUTHRIE. 

Imperial  Corps  oj  Nobles  and  Cadets ,  in 
St.  Peterjburgh ,  Feb.  3 d.  1794. 

P.S.  Sincewriting  the  above  paper  it  has  been 

obfervedto  me  that  Dr.  Blane,in  his  treatifeon 

feurvy,  mentions  a  fimular  weaknefs  of  the 

eves  to  that  of  our  Kuritfla  Slepota ,  as  a  fymp- 

tom  of  the  feurvy,  under  the  name  of  NyCta- 

lopia,  but  I  prefume  it  muft  be  of  a  nature 

very  different  from  the  one  I  have  treated  of, 
*  % 

as  the  Ruffian  complaint  is  moft  prevalent  at 

a  feafon 
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a  feafon  when  vegetables  are  in  great  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  when  no  fymptom  of  fcurvy  ever 
appears  in  this  climate  (on  fhore  at  lead)  al¬ 
though  it  certainly  does  likewife  fometimes 
appear  towards  fpring,  whilft:  the  fnow  is  ftill 

4 

upon  the  ground,  as  in  the  cafe  at  the  army  in 
Finland ;  but  then  the  nights,  from  their  fhort- 
nefs,  and  the  ftrong  reflection  from  the  fnow, 
fcarcely  produce  any  darknefs,  fo  that  the 
caufe  I  have  fuppofed  above  for  the  difeafe  ob¬ 
tains  at  that  feafon,  whilft  it  is  by  no  means  a 
winter  complaint,  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn  very 
feldom appears  then;  indeed  the  peafants  af- 
fert  that  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  feared  in  frofty 
weather,  even  when  they  travel  at  night .  Now 
I  muft  add  to  all  this,  that  I  never  once  heard 
of  the  fcurvy  in  Ruflia  amongft  the  peafants, 
who  are  well  guarded  againft  it  by  the  anti- 
feptic  quality  of  their  food,  nature  having 
given  them  a  tafte  for  every  thing  that  is  fub- 
acid,  as  I  remarked  many  years  ago  in  a  differ- 
tation  on  the  antifeptic  regimen  of  the  Ruffian 
peafants ,  and  which  alone  prevents  them  as  I 
there  affcrted,  from  falling  martyrs  to  the 
many  feptic  caufes  operating  on  them  during 
winter,  and  which  feldom  fails  to  have  that 

deadly  effeCt,  when  converted  into  fcldiers,  and 

D  d  3  fliut 
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fhut  up  in  cities,  where  a  proper  flock  of  their 
prepared  vegetables ,  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  moderate  pay  in  dear  feafons.  See  Phi- 
lofophical  Traniadtions  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London,  Vol.  LXVIII,  for  the  year  1778, 
and  the  paper  in  the  Medical  Commentaries 
cited  in  page  374,  mentioning  the  true  fea  feur- 
vy,  in  all  its  menacing  forms,  raging  amongft 
troops  who  had  not  been  at  fea,  and  returning 
every  winter  when  the  prepared  vegtables  are 
too  high  priced  for  the  foldiers  and  failors. 


ARTICLE 
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On  the  hiternal  Ufe  of  Silver  in  the  "Epilepjy, 
By  JAMES  SIMS,  M.  D. 

3i 

President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Lon. 

don,  &c. 

Read  October  20th,  1794. 

To  give  a  definition  of  poifon  is  perhaps  a 
harder  talk  than  moft  people  are  at  fird  aware 
of.  If  it  be  defined  every  thing  which  kills 
when  taken  improperly  into  the  domach, 
our  bed:  aliments  will  be  included,  as  they 
daily  kill  more  than  all  the  commonly  reputed 
mod;  virulent  poifons.  If  again  the  defini¬ 
tion  be  limited  to  fuch  things  as  may  occafion 
death,  when  adminiftred  in  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  then  will  all  the  bed:  and  mod:  efficaci- 
ous  remedies  be  included.  And  if,  ladly,  we  de¬ 
fine  it  a  fubdance  which,  in  all  quantities  and 
cafes,  is  hurtful  to  the  frame,  I  am  convinced 
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no  fuch  thing  ever  did  or  will  exi ft.  And  if 
to  the  definition  we  add,  that  the  fubftance 
produces  an  inflammation  in  the  ftomach,  or  a 
narcotic  effedt  upon  the  brain  and  nerves,  we 
fhall  not  render  it  lefs  liable  to  objection. 

The  Greeks  ufed  the  wrord  Pharmakon  to 
fignify  pcifon  or  medicine ;  and  the  Latin  word 
Venenum  has  the  fame  fignification.  The 
abufe  of  the  term  poifon  has  alwaj  s  done  great 
mifehief,  as  it  has  tencied  to  circumfcribe  me¬ 
dicine  to  the  ufe  of  futile,  inefficacious  re¬ 
medies.  Thus  we  have  feen  treatifes  on  the 

%  « 

poifon  cf  lead  and  copper,  two  excellent  and 
adtive  medicines,  in  a  liinilar  manner  as  for¬ 
merly  there  were  numberlefs  on  the  poifon  of 

mercury,  tin,  antimony,  opium,  and  the  Peru- 

•  • 

vian  bark.  If  a  fubfta  nee  can  powerfully 

change  the  frame,  it  becomes  either  eminent- 

• 

ly  ufeful  or  hurtful,  as  this  change  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  increafe  or  diminifh  the  morbid  bias 
in  any  particular  cafe.  From  this  there  are 
two  things  apparent ;  which  are,  that  all  medi¬ 
cines  are  hurtful  in  a  ftate  of  health,  and  that 
thofe  which  cannot  produce  a  change  in  the 
body,  and  therefore  do  hurt,  when  improperly 
^dminiftered,  are  unworthy  of  the  name. 


I  have 
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I  have  been  led  into  thofe  reflexions,  from 
an  intention  which  I  have,  for  fome  time,  en¬ 
tertained  of  publifhing  the  Pharmacopeia 
which  f  make  ufe  of  in  my  practice,  and  alfo 
of  giving  to  the  fociety  a  few  obfervations, 

which  I  have  made  on  iome  very  efficacious 

*  » 

remedies,  at  prefent  little,  if  at  all,  ufed  in 
this  country. 

I  fhail  begin  with  fll  er,  a  fubflance  whole 
pow  rful  effects  upon  the  body,  even  external- 
ly,  mi  ht  have  pointed  it  out  as  proper  to  be 
tried  internally,  in  many  of  thofe  cafes  which 
the  prefent  practice  allows  to  be  beyond  its 
reach,  Thgle  are  cafes  where  fuch  trials  are 
fair ;  nay,  where  a  praXit  loner  does  not  do 
his  duty,  if  he  doth  not  launch  into  fomethina: 
umifual  or  even  untried.  For  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  it  is  inexcufable  to  ufe  powerful  means, 
where  gentle  ones  may  fucceed,  or  to  try  un^ 
known  remedies  where  known  ones  may  have 
the  effeX ;  fo  alfo,  on  the  other  hand,  is  it 
worfe  than  weak  and  childifh  to  go  on  with 
medicines  of  known  inefficacy,  either  in  the 
diforder  in  general,  or  in  cafes  of  fuch  peculiar 
magnitude  in  particular. 


The 
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The  internal  ufe  of  filver  was  known  to 
Paracelfus,  but  it  has  been  the  fate  of  that 
great  and  extraordinary  man  to  be  continually 
vilified  and  abufed,  although  we  derive  from 
him  and  his  followers  almoit  every  remedy 
which  deferves  the  name  of  efficacious.  As 
I  perceived  that  this  medicine  was  praifed  by 
them  in  the  epilepfy,  a  diforder  known  to  be 
rebellious  to  the  common  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  for  many 
years  of  preferibing  it  with,  I  think,  confidera- 
ble  fuccefs. 

The  preparation  which  I  have  mod  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  has  been  a  folution,  in  a  watery 
menftruum,  of  the  nitrat  of  filver,  commonly 
called  lunar  cauftic,  to  which  I  have  inoftly 
added  a  few  drops  of  the  nitrous  acid,  t® 
keep  it  more  certainly  fufpended.  Of  this  fo¬ 
lution  I  have  given  fo  much  at  a  time  as  has 
contained  from  a  twentieth  to  an  eighth  part 
of  a  grain  of  the  nitrat,  beginning  with  the 
former  quantity,  and  gradually  increasing  to 
the  latter  ;  beyond  which  I  do  not  recoiled:  to 
have  gone.  I  have  at  times  ufed  the  folution 
of  filver  in  the  nitrous  acid  in  the  liquid  form, 
before  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  folid  by  the  force 
of  fire,  but  cannot  fay  I  have  perceived  any 

difference 
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difference  between  it  and  the  other;  and,  as 
the  folid  nitrat  is  univerfally  kept  in  the  fhops, 
I  have  moftly  preferred  it. 

I  have  not  given  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
produce  any  evacuation,  and  am  therefore  ig¬ 
norant  whether  or  not  it  would,  in  a  large  dofe, 
vomit  or  purge  as  fome  have  afferted.  In  two 
inftances  I  increafed  the  dofe  until  it  produc¬ 
ed  a  flight  pain  in  the  ftomach,  which  went 
off  upon  diminiihing  the  quantity  of  the 
medicine. 

I  have  prefcribed  it  in  all  the  epilepfies 
I  have  met  with  of  late  years,  being  fatisfied 
that  we  know  very  little  of  the  caufes,  or  of 
any  different  fpecies  of  epilepfy.  To  read 
authors,  a  perfon  would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that 
thefe  things,  together  with  the  method  of  cure 
were  well  known,  whereas  I  will  venture  to 
affert,  that  hitherto  very  little  is  known  of  this 
difeafe,  every  thing  concerning  it  being  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  greatefl:  doubt  and  obfcurity,  if  we 
except  the  defcriptions  of  a  Angle  At,  and  that 
it  returns  at  uncertain  intervals 

Whenfoever  I  have  found  any  other  difor- 
der  in  the  fyftem,  efpecially  in  the  primse  via*, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obviate  thefe,  whilft  the 
patient  was  taking  this  medicine,  as  I  conffant- 
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ly  found  its  adtion  prevented  thereby.  Thus 
in  cafe  of  feverifhnefs,  I  have  given  the  falinc 
mixture,  for  acidity,  the  chalk  julep,  and  for 
coftivenefs,  the  pilulae  rufi,  or  fome  fuch  me¬ 
dicine. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  to  inculcate  that 
this  remedy  was  efficacious  in  all  the  cafes  of 
epilepfy  I  have  met  with;  many  of  them  were 
too  inveterate  to  yield  to  this  or,  I  fear,  any 
other  medicine;  yet  of  thefe,  feveral  feemed 
to  be  meliorated,  either  for  a  ffiort  .time,  or 
even  during  the  whole  time  that  the  patient 
adhered  to  its  ufe.  But  in  fome  the  difeale  re¬ 
turned,  during  its  ufe,  with  the  fame  violence 
as  before ;  and  in  others,  it  recurred  as  foon  as 
it  was  intermitted. 

One  effedt  which  I  perceived  in  fome  of  the 

* 

•  fuccefsful  cafes  was,  that,  on  beginning  it  the 
fir  ft  paroxyfms  were  aggravated,  although  the 
difeale  afterwards  compleatly  yielded  to  its 
continued  ufe. 

The  following  prefeription  is  taken  from  the 
antidotarium  Bononienl'e,  but  as  I  only  pre¬ 
ferred  it  once,  which  was  whilft  I  was  in  Italy, 
I  can  fay  nothing  of  its  efficacy. 


Tin&ura 
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Tinftura  lunas* 

jg.  Argenti  puri  §ij. 

Spiritus  nitri  §vj* 

Spiritum  nitri  immitte  in  cucurbitam  vi- 
tream ;  deinde  argentum  paulatim,  et  per 
vices :  folvetur  argentum  cum  effervefcentia, 
qua  fedata,  liquorem  digere  aliquantifper 
calore  arenas,  ut  fiat  folutio  perfefta.  Huic 
affunde, 

Muriae  falis  marini  filtratse,  quantum  fuf- 
ficit. 

Prsecipitabitur  argentum  albi  pulveris  for¬ 
ma.  Liquore  per  inclinationem  feparato,  pul- 
verem  faspius  ablue  aqua  pura,  donee  penitus 
dulcefcat,  leniter  ficcatum  immitte  in  ma- 
tracium,  et  a dde, 

•  -•  t 

Sails  volatilis  urinae  unciam, 

Spiritus  vini  tartarizati  libras  duas. 

Matracium  occlude,  collum  ipfius  in  alte- 
rius  matracii  inverfi  collum  inferendo,  et 
commifluras  apte  conglutinando  :  deinde  in 
fimo  aut  fiinili  calore  digere  per  dies  quinde- 
cim  :  extrahetur  tinftura,  quam  filtratam  in 
vale  optime  claufo  fervabis.  Pulvis  in  phiala 

relid:  us 
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relidus  eft  argenti  calx  ;  quae  metallurgies  ar- 
tificiis  non  magno  negotio  rcvivificari  poteft. 

Epilepticis  maniacis,  apopledticis  et  aliis 
cerebro  male  affe&o  laborantibus  prodelfe  cre- 
ditur. 

Dolis  a  guttis  fex  ad  guttas  fedecim. 

The  following  prefeription  in  the  fame  dif- 
penfatory  feems  however  more  likely  to  prove 
efficacious. 

Chryftalli  Lunares. 

R  Argenti  cupellati  et  limati — un- 
cias  tres. 

Spiritus  nitri — uncias  novem. 

Fiat  diffolutio  in  matracio  vitreo  :  liquor 
iupra  cineres  calidas  evaporetur  ad  quartan  par¬ 
tis  conlumptionem  :  reponatur  in  loco  frigido. 
Concrefcent  ad  latera  chryftalli  falinae  candi- 
cantes ;  quibus  ablatis,  refiduum  folutionis 
iterum  evaporetur,  et  fie  pergatur,  donee  omne 
argentum  falis  formam  induerit. 

Caufticae  iunt  et  efeharotiese  :  aqua  dilutae 
purgandi  vim  habent ;  potiffimus  vero  earum 
ulus  ell  ad  conficiendum  lapidem  infernalem. 

Dofis  a  grano  uno  adgrana  quatuor. 

Inftead 
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Inftead  of  feleding  any  particular  cafes 
which  have  occurred  to  myfelf,  I  chufe  ra¬ 
ther  to  give  the  following  relation  of  two  that 
fell  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Seaton,  a  very  excel¬ 
lent  apothecary  in  Weftminfter,  to  whofe  chy- 
mical  knowlege  I  have  been  much  indebted  in 
my  experiments  in  that  line. 

James  Page,  aged  31,  of  a  dark  complexion, 
and  thin  habit,  had  been  fubjed  to  fits  for  a 
conliderable  time,  and  in  May  1794  they  feiz- 
ed  him  three  or  four  times  a  week.  He  be¬ 
gan  to  take  a  twentieth  part  of  a  grain  three 
times  a  day  in  a  little  water.  The  firft  week 
he  had  no  fit,  though  he  had  feveral  warnings 
of  them.  The  fecond  week  he  had  an  ex¬ 
tremely  fevere  fit  of  confiderable  duration. 
He  continued  the  medicine,  gradually  increafi 
ing-  the  dofe,  and  in  about  another  fortnight 
he  fuffered  a  very  gentle  fit ;  fince  this  time, 
he  has  not  had  one,  although  for  a  time  after¬ 
wards,  he  had  fome  unpleafant  fymptoms  of 
an  approaching  one ;  but  thefe  have  gradually 
fubfided,  and  he  is  now  very  well.  The  firft 
of  July,  I  ordered  him  to  take  the  bark.  He 
alfo  took  one  eighth  of  a  grain,  three  times  aday, 
dilTolved  in  rofe  water,  without  any  inconveni¬ 
ence.  He  is  now  in  all  refpeds  perfectly  well. 

A  wo- 
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A  woman,  aged  20,  applied  to  me  In 
Jane  7th  1794,  affedted  with  fits  every  ThurA 
day  for  feveral  weeks  part.  She  had  been  in 
an  hofpital  in  a  fever,  and  was  ftiil  rather 
weak  from  it. 

R  Argent,  nitrat  gr.  ij  folve  in  aq.  rofse  £ij. 

Twenty  drops  of  this  were  taken  three 
times  a  day  for  a  week.  On  the  third  day 
following  fhe  had  no  fit ;  but  next  day  was 
taken  ill,  owing  to  a  fright.  After  this  (he 
negledted  her  medicine*  and  had  a  fecond  at¬ 
tack  of  a  gentle  fit.  On  the  2 1  ft  of  June  fhe  * 
began  to  take  the  drops  with  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe  to  45  drops 
thrice  a  day.  The  bark  wras  added  in  the 
form  of  decodtion,  in  which  (lie  took  her 
drops,  and  fhe  has  been  perfectly  well  for  more 
than  three  months. 


SND  OF  THE  THIRD  PART* 
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MISCELLANEOUS  COMMUNICATIONS. 


M'.'  D.  Price,  Surgeon  at  Horffiam,  in  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Lettfom,  dated  February 
19th  1790,  obferves  that  he  has,  in  many 
cafes  of  rheumatifm  and  gout,  applied  emetic 
tartar  (antimonium  tartarizatium)  with  ma- 
nifeft  advantage.  After  relating  a  concife  ac¬ 
count  of  feveral  cafes,  he  concludes,  that  in 
every  one  of  which  it  appeared  to  relieve, 
and  in  moil  of  them,  to  be  the  efficient  caufe 

1 

of  cure. 

The  dofe  recommended  is  much  greater 
than  that  by  Mr.  Sherwen  (Medical  Memoirs, 
Vol.  II.  page  386)  at  firft  he  tried  fmall 
quantities  of  this  preparation,  but  experience 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  lias 
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has  encouraged  him  to  begin  with  a  fcruple 
of  it,  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  part  af¬ 
fected  twice  a  day,  in  powder;  and  this  being 
juft  moiftened  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  may 
be  rubbed  on  any  part  of  the  body,  with  lefs 
probability  of  Iofs,  than  when  ufed  in  folution, 
as  deferibed  by  Mr.  Shervven. 


A  Cafe  of  Ulceration  of  the  Larynx  and  fupe - 
rior  Part  of  the  Trachea  was  communicated  by 
Mr .  DYSON,  November  29th,  1790. 

The  Patient  took  cold  at  Chriftmas  1789, had 
a  cough  and  (hortnefs  of  breath,  and  at  length 
became  confumptive.  In  the  courfe  of  four 
months  from  the  firft  attack,  he  experienced 
great  heat,  uneafinefs,  and  a  peculiar  pricking 
pain  about  the  upper  part  of  the  throat,  and  fo 
great  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  attended  with 
an  unufual  noife  in  the  aCl  of  infpiration,  as 
ieemed  to  threaten  almoft  immediate  fuffoca- 
tion.  Thefe  fymptoms  becoming  fuddenly 
more  urgent,  the  patient  died, and  on  examina¬ 
tion  it  appeared,  that  the  difeafe  was  an  ulcer¬ 
ation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea  and  epi- 

.  .  glottis. 
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glottis,  accompanied  with  a  reparation  of  feveral 
fmall  portions  of  bone  from  the  offa  hyoides. 
The  ulceration  was  fully  as  large  as  a  fixpence, 
but  did  not  penetrate  the  oefophagus.  The 
caufe  of  this  fingular  difeafe  not  being  known 
in  the  patient’s  life  time,  the  treatment  was 
chiefly  of  the  palliative  kind  :  fome  fufpicions 
however  exifted  of  its  being  venereal. 


D 


An  Account  of  an  horny  Excre/cence  was  com¬ 
municated  by  Mr.  PARKINSON ,  Surgeon, 

of  Leicefer ,  April  loth,  1790. 

% 

This  horny  excrefcence  was  fituated  be^ 
twixt  the  vertex,  and  upper  part  of  the  right 
ear  of  Elizabeth  Bent  of  Blaby,  Leicefter- 
fhire. 

It  originated  from  a  fmall  fleatomatous  tu¬ 
mour  of  many  years  continuance,  which  en¬ 
larging  and  becoming  inflamed,  difeharged  a 
fluid,  that  by  expofure  to  the  air  infpiilated 
to  this  horny  fubftance. 

The  veflcls  from  whence  it  ifTued  were  re¬ 
markable  for  the  thicknefs  of  their  coats  and 
denfity,  appearing  like  large  nervous  branches, 

v  E  e  2  though 
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though  perceptibly  tubular  on  being  viewed 
with  a  magnifying  glafs,  from  whofe  orifices  a 
limpid  fluid  might  be  difeovered  to  tranfude. 
Thcfe  veflels  alfo  appeared  to  originate  from 
the  aponeurotic  membranous  expanfioi^  and 
were  nearly  infen  Able. 

Before  the  removal  of  this  excrefcence,  in 
April  1788,  it  was  perfectly  horny, — except 
the  portion  below  the  fkin,  which  only  invert¬ 
ed  it  clofely  near  its  bafe,  being  of  a  hard 
cartilaginous  texture ;  it  admitted  of  confider* 
able  motion  without  pain. 

About  four  years  ago,  the  patient  had  in  the 
fame  place  a  fimilar,  though  a  fmaller,  tumor, 
which  Ihe  plucked  off,  from  which  time  a  re¬ 
commencement  of  the  procefs  took  place,  and 
in  three  years  produced  that,  which  I  have 
tranfmitted  to  you,  of  a  much  larger  fize. 
Another  is  now  forming,  which  continues  to 
increafe  rapidly,  from  veflels  fecreting  the  fluid 
not  being  dertroyed  after  the  ope  ration;  and 
I  muft  obferve,  that  there  are  many  other 
rteatomatous  tumors  of  a  fmall  fize  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  fealp. 

This  lufus  naturae,  at  the  fame  -time  that  it 
gratifies  the  curiofity,  empowers  us  to  draw 
the  following  conclufion.  That  this  fluid, 

generating 
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generating  the  excrefcence,  muft  be  different 
from  the  animal  fluids  in  general,  containing  a 
larger  proportion  of  coagulable  matter,  acquir¬ 
ed  probably  from  the  particular  ftrudure  and 
adion  of  the  veffels,  by  which  it  is  fecreted  ; 
and  hence  may  furnifh  a  fubjed  for  phyAolo- 
gical  inveftigation. 


Dr.  Withers,  of  Newbury,  in  a  letter 
read  April  25th  1791,  informs  the  Society 
that,  about  thirty  years  ago,  he  prefen  ted 
to  the  late  Dr.  William  Hunter  a  large 
ftone,  taken  from  the  inteftines  of  a  horfe,  to 
which  it  had  proved  fatal :  relates  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  the  fame  difeafe  and  confequences, 
one  of  which  afforded  five  triangular  if  ones  of 
confiderable  fize  and  hardnefs.  A  late  one 
has  furnifhed  him  with  a  ftone,  nearly  round, 
2 1  inches  in  circumference,  weighing  between 
nine  and  ten  pounds,  which  he  hastranfmitted 
to  the  Medical  Society  with  this  account. — 

^  1 

He  thinks  it  worthy  notice,  that,  in  all  thefe 
inftances  the  fubjeds  of  this  difeafe  have  been 
miller’s  horfes,  chiefly  fed  (as  he  finds  upon 
inquiry)  on  bran  and  fplit  beans,  which  lie 

E  e  3  fuppofes 
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fuppofes  to  have  furnifhed  plenty  of  fabulous 
particles,  abraded  from  the  mill-ftones,  to 
which  the  mucilaginous  nature  of  the  food  has 
afforded  a  cement.  An  additional  caufe,  he 
imagines,  will  be  found  in  their  mode  of  wa¬ 
tering,  juft  below  the  mill,  where  the  agita¬ 
tion  of  a  rapid  ftream  ftill  holds  fufpended 
much  fandy  matter.  The  difeafe  was  taken 
for  colic. 

An  eminent  miller,  who  had  been  feveral 
times  unfortunate  in  this  way,  having  for  fome 
time  changed  their  food,  by  mixing  with 
their  bran  whole  beans,  and  a  proportion  of 
chaff,  his  horfes  have  been  healthy  ;  nor  have 
they  ever  lince  paffed  ftony  concretions  with 
their  excrements,  as  before. 

The  hope  of  preventing  fo  dreadful  a  dif¬ 
eafe,  in  an  animal  fo  worthy  attention,  made 
Dr.  Withers  deiirous  to  lay  thefe  fads  before 
the  public,  and  the  fociety,  to  indulge  fo  hu¬ 
mane  a  wifti. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  DOUGLASS ,  Surgeon ,  B edfordfq uare9 

A 

May  30th,  1794,  communicated  a  Cafe  of  en¬ 
larged  Stomachy  att elided  with  peculiar  Symp - 
toms . 

The  patient  was  a  lady  aged  48,  of  a  thin 
and  tall  make,  the  mother  of  feveral  children  ; 
fhe  had  been  fubjeft,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  years, 
to  fevere  pains  in  her  ftomach,  and  violent  vo¬ 
mitings  of  a  black  {limy  fluid,  which,  at  times, 
was  intermixed  with  a  cheefe-like,  or  curdly 
fubftance.  The  fir  ft  attack  of  this  complaint 
was  in  1780,  and  continued  to  occur,  at  irregu¬ 
lar  diftances,  until  February  1788,  when  fhe 
died. 

She  fometimes  had  very  confiderable  pains 
in  her  hips,  back,  knees,  ankles,  and  efpecial- 
ly  in  her  arms,  which  were  not  prefen t,  when¬ 
ever  her  ftomach  was  painful ;  thcfe  pains 
were  cbnfidered  as  rheumatic,  and  treated  as 
fuch,  with  the  ufual  medicines,  with  various 
and  uncertain  fuccefs.  There  was  a  general 
tendency  to  coftivenefs,  and  which,  when 
removed  by  medicine,  commonly  brought  on 
the  vomitings.  Emetics  and  opiates  wereoc- 
caftonally  employed,  as  the  circum fiances  of 

E  e  4  ficknefs. 
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ficknefs,  or  pains  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
body  indicated,  with  more  or  lefs  advantage. 
Saline  draughts  relieved;  chalybeate  and  other 
tonic  medicines  were  employed,  fometimes 
with,  and  fometimes  without  fuccefs ; — cicuta 
and  crude  quickfilver  were  given,  for  a  conli- 
derable  time,  without  advantage.  Briftol  and 
Bath  waters  were  taken,  and  the  latter  was 
pumped  upon  the  arms  without  benefit;  it  cre¬ 
ated  fever.  It  appears  that  a  great  variety  of 
medicines  had  been  ufed  in  this  cafe,  with  only 
occafional  relief,  when,  in  February  1788,  ihe 
had  a  violent  attack  of  this  vomiting  of  black 
flimy  fluid,  and  fevere  pains  in  her  feet,  which 
alternated  with  the  pain  in  her  ftomach  ;  for 
thefe  pains  are  laid  never  to  have  occupied 
the  extremities  and  ftomach  at  the  fame  time. 
On  the  11th  of  this  month,  her  degluti¬ 
tion  was  impeded,  but  which  gave  way  to  a 
biifter  ;  her  ftrength  was  now  much  exhau/U 
cd,  although  as  much  nourifhment,  in*  a  fluid 
ftate,  was  given  her  as  poffible,  and  which 
her  ftomach  retained.  On  the  12th,  delirium 
came  on,  but  fubfided,  and  her  fenfes  recover¬ 
ed,  by  ftimulating  plaifters  to  her  feet.  On 
the  15th,  fhe  was  much  better  ;  cordial  and 
opiate  medicines  were  exhibited 'with  advant¬ 
age 


APPENDIX. 


597 


age,  and  fhe  continued  comfortable  for  feve- 
ral  days ;  but  coftivenefs  having  enfued  for 
three  days,  it  was  confidered  neceffary  to 
remove  it ;  the  attempt  to  which  has  hitherto 
brought  on  the  vomiting  again,  after  which  die 
grew  daily  worfe,  and  died  on  the  29th. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  the  ftomach 
was  found  enlarged  to  a  great  iize,  and  occu¬ 
pying  the  greater  part  of  the  cavity,  and  fome 
fpace  of  the  pelvis,  and  had  prefled  the  intef- 
tines  down  below  it.  From  the  upper  orifice 
to  its  bottom,  it  meafured  14^  inches  j  and 
from  the  pylorus  to  the  bottom,  g  inches :  it 

contained  upwards  of  three  quarts  of  a  fimilar 

/ 

fluid  to  that  which  fhe  difcharged  when  lick ; 
its  appearance  was  like  a  large  diftended  blad¬ 
der,  half  filled  with  fluid.  The  fubftance  of 
the  ftomach  was  much  altered $  no  veftige  of 
mufcular  fibre  remained,  and  the  internal,  or 
villous  coat  totally  obliterated,  execpt  a  fmall 
part  near  the  pylorus.  The  fmall  inteflines 
had  fome  marks  of  inflammation,  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  colon  was  thruft  behind  the  left 
kidney,  to  which  it  adhered  y  the  other  vif- 
cera  were  in  a  healthy  hate. 
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‘ Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  ROSELT ,  of 

Of  end,  to  Dr.  LETT  SOM,  on  a  Cafe  of 

Deafnefs,  read  October  loth,  1791. 

% 

Mr.  Be r rand,  Secretary  of  the  Bank, 
and  of  the  Chamber  of  Aflurance  of  this  city, 
was  affhdted  for  a  month  with  a  deafnefs  in 
both  ears,  fo  violent  that  he  could  not  didin- 
guifh  the  found  of  the  violin,  nor  of  the  bai's 
iufficiently,  to  accompany  as  ufual,  onthelatter 
indrument,  the  mufical  friends  that  performed 
every  evening  at  his  houfe,  although  it  was 
his  greated  pleafure.  I  was  informed  this 
begun  with  fome  fymptoms  of  a  cold  in  the 
head,  violent  enough  to  refemble  rheumatic 
affedtions.  I  preferibed  gentle  laxatives,  a 
few  dofes  of  James’s  powder,  fome  warming 
injedtion  into  the  ears,  bliders,  &c.  &c,  with¬ 
out  any  effedf,  except  a  little  diminution  of  the 
pain.  By  the  mod  ftridt  examination  of  the 
ears,  I  could  not  difeover  any  caufe,  and  fup- 
poiing,  that  fome  change  in  the  nerves  of  the 
organs  of  hearing  would  do  good,  I  advifed 
him  to  be  eledtrificd.  Me  came  to  me  the  next 
day,  and  by  means  of  a  pointed  metallic  thread, 
in  a  -thin  glafs  tube,  I  drew  fifty  fparks  from 
each  ear,  which  produced  not  the  lead  change. 

I  was 
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I  was  fo  much  the  more  difappointed  at  it,  as 
the  fhaking  of  an  organ,  fo  delicate,  generally 
produces  fome  effedt,  good  or  bad,  for  the  mo¬ 
ment.  Juft  as  I  was  thinking  of  increafing 
the  number  of  fparks,  I  recolledted  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Dr.  James  Sims,  Prefident  of  the 
Medical  Society,  on  deafnefs,  from  affedtions 
of  the  Euftachian  tube,  communicated  in  the 
firft  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical 
Society,  and  finding  fo  much  analogy  with 
the  cafe  here  quoted,  I  advifed  him  to  the 
means  there  prefcribed,  and  that  he  might  the 
better  know  how  to  ufe  them  himfelf,  I  gave 
him  the  volume.  The  fame  evening  Mr.  B. 
returned  my  book  with  a  thoufand  thanks  for 
his  complete  cure,  which  was  performed  as  foon 
as  he  was  able  to  force  the  air  through  the  Euft 
tachian  tube.  It  is  true,  he  had  an  hour  after, 
whilft  he  was  playing  on  the  mufic,  a  return 
of  his  deafnefs  ;  but  knowing  the  remedy,  he 
retired  for  two  minutes,  and  returned  perfectly 
cured,  having,  when  I  wrote  this,  that  is  to  fay, 
a  month  after  the  cure,  the  fenfe  of  hearing 
quite  as  acute  as  before  his  illnefs. 

I  am.  Your  molt  humble  and 

Obedient  fervant, 

ROSELT. 
r/je 


Ojlend ,  0 Sober  ljl.  1791. 
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The  following  Cafe  of  Hydrocephalus  inter nus9 
by  Mr.  CRIBB,  Surgeon ,  Holborny  was 
communicated  by  Hr.  LET  f SOM,  April 
11th,  1790. 

W.  Chambers,  a  child,  a  year  and  a  half 
old,  was  feized  with  a  cough,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  reftleffiiefs  and  fever.  He  was 
bliftcred,  purged  with  calomel,  took  a  mix¬ 
ture  with  Aq.  ammon.  acet.  and  opium.  T  he 
1 6th  he  was  feized  with  a  convulfion  fit. 
The  teeth  were  fufpeefted,  and  the  gums  care-, 
fully  lanced,  but  without  any  good  effe6V. 
He  was  purged  again  with  calomel  the  1 8th. 
The  foetid  tindlure  was  given  in  a  mixture,  and 
alfo  thrown  up  by  way  of  glyfler.  The  fits 
continued,  returning  feveral  times  in  the  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours.  Sometimes  of  fhort  duration, 
at  other  times  lafting  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour, 
and  fometimes  longer. 

From  the  24th  to  the  27th,  both  incluiive, 
a  grain  of  calomel  was  given  every  night.  The 
three  laft  days  the  intervals  between  the  fits 
became  imperfect.  The  eyes  were  at  times 
affedted  with  a  dilatation  of  the  iris,  and  fome 
degree  of  ftrabifmus ;  but  thefe  fymptoms 

were 
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Were  not  permanent  till  the  28th :  when*  about 
ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  he  was  feized  with 
a  violent  fit  of  fcreaming,  ftretching  him- 
felf  out  with  his  utmoft  effort)  and  feemed 
greatly  agitated.  This  continued  till  about 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  fcream- 
ings  and  flretchings  left  him,  and  he  went  into 
a  ftupid  date,  till  about  three  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  when  they  returned  again,  and  continued 
about  feven  hours ;  after  this  he  had  no  more 

1 

fcreaming:  but  the  ftrabifmus,  enlarged' pupil, 
and  blindnefs,  were  now  complete  and  perma¬ 
nent  ;  attended  with  extreme  reftleffnefs,  and 
continual  groanings,  with  an  almoft  perpetual 
grinding  of  his  teeth.  The  thumbs  were  alfo 
ftrongly  contracted  to  the  palms  of  the  hands. 

Thefe  fymptoms  continued  through  the 
whole  of  the  difeafe,  fave  fome  fmall  remifiion, 
on  the  20th,  21ft,  and  2 2d,  of  May  ;  though 
the  grinding  of  the  teeth  was  not  fo  eonftant  a 
fvmptom. 

From  the  general  mode  which  was  obferv- 

•  o 

ed  in  throwing  mercury  into  the  habit  by  in¬ 
unction,  and  the  exhibition  of  calomel,  it  will 
be  unneceffary  to  fay  more  than  that  this  courfe 
was  perfifted  in,  from  the  28  th  of  April  to 
the  4th  of  July,  with  little  omiffion,  interpof- 

inS 
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ing  purges  of  jalap  and  calomel  now  and  then, 
which  procured  in  general  evacuations,  and  by 
Dr.  Reynolds’s  order  a  blifter  was  applied  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  a  fetid  mixture,  and 
one  with  oxymel  of  fquills  prefcribed,  of 
neither  of  which  was  much  taken  ;  the  warm 
bath  was  alfo  tried.  In  which  time  the  child 
continued  nearly  in  a  fimilar  date,  except  on 
the  20th,  21II,  and  22d,  of  May,  it  leemed 
better;  the  fpafms  in  fome  meafure  abated,  and 
he  had  fome  good  lleep.  On  the  23d.  how¬ 
ever,  the  fymptoms  returned  with  their  former 
violence.  About  the  23d  of  June  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  idiotifm  came  on,  and  continued  a 
fortnight.  It  ihould  have  been  obferved  that 
near  the  4th  of  June  the  purging  began  to  be 
more  violent,  from  three  or  four  ftools  to  eight 
or  ten  in  twenty-four  hours ;  at  which  time 
the  ufe  of  the  ointment  was  omitted,  and  five 
drops  of  the  tinftura  opii  given ;  thefe,  though 
appearing  to  check  the  inteftinal  evacuation, 
and  the  child  from  that  caufe  becoming  worfe, 
were  omitted,  though  from  extreme  reftleffnefs 
they  were  again  exhibited  on  the  10th  of  July, 
without  any  apparent  inconvenience.  About 
the  latter  end  of  June,  the  child  began  to  fuck 
very  greedily,  and  eat  ravenouily,  fo  that  he 
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was  obliged  to  be  fed  by  rule,  the  appearance 
of  idiotifm  was  alarming,  the  ftrabifmus,  en¬ 
larged  pupil,  and  blindnefs  apparently  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  degree  as  before. 

In  this  ftate  he  was  removed  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  leaving  off  the  ufe  of  all  medicines,  except 
an  occafional  opiate,  and  in  about  a  fort¬ 
night  the  child  began  to  exhibit  figns  of  reco¬ 
very,  all  the  fymptoms  gradually  abating ;  but 
it  was  the  middle  of  Auguft  before  the  child 
could  be  pronounced  perfectly  well,  in  which 
ftate  he  has  continued  ever  fince. 

In  this  cure  the  quantity  of  mercury  thrown 
into  the  habit,  without  producing  any  ptyalifm, 
is  very  extraordinary,  there  being  no  lefs  than 
fix  ounces*  four  drachms,  and  ten  grains  of  the 
ointment,  and  thirty-fix  grains  of  calomel 
made  ufe  of.  And  this  circumftance  induces 
me  to  afk.  Did  the  mercury  enter  into  the 
habit  ?  One  might  be  tempted  to  think  it  did 
not,  or  that  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem  was 
deftroyed.  Either  of  thele  fuppofitions  would 
lead  us  to  confider  the  external  ufe  of  mercury 
in  thefe  cafes  as  of  little  value.  Unknown 
properties  of  medicine,  however  beneficially 
they  may  be  exerted,  give  one  but  little  in¬ 
formation. 

3 
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I  own  I  have  my  doubts  refpedting  the  ufe 
of  mercury  externally  applied  in  this  difeale.  It 
is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  fofew  reco¬ 
ver  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  complaint  is  fo 
common.  I  have  feen  but  two  inftances  in 
thirty-five  years  practice ;  this  is  one ;  the  other 
was  a  young  lady  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  who 
was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Reynolds.  I  have 
read  of  others,  lome  of  which  appear  to  me 
doubtful* 

Ifhall  only  add,  that  the  mercurial  ointment 
was  carefully  prepared  under  my  own  infpec- 
tion  $  and  that  the  mother  of  the  child  did 
every  tiling  in  her  power  to  render  the  medi* 
cines  efficacious* 


An  Account  of  the  Methods  ufed  in  fome  of  the 
northern  Parts  of  America ,  for  the  Cure  of 
the  Bite  of  Mad  Dogs ,  communicated  by  Dr • 
DEXTER ,  of  New  England. 

Immediately  after  the  accident,  the  part 
is  wafiied  in  warm  water,  well  faturated  with 
common  fait,  then  fcarified  and  cupped,  if  the 
wounded  part  will  admit,  and  from  -i  to  ~ii  of 
Ungt.  Hydrarg.  Fort,  is  rubbed  on  the  wound, 

and 
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and  parts  adjacent,  which  is  repeated  for  eight 
or  ten  days,  keeping  the  part  warm,  if  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  ptyahfm  comes  on,  four  or  five 
grains  of  hydrarg.  vitriol*  with  as  much  cam¬ 
phor,  is  given  and  repeated  every  third  day,  till 
a  gentle  fpitting  takes  place.  The  mercurial 
fridtions  are  continued  for  25  or  30  days,  if  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient  will  admit.  During 
this  plan  the  patient  obferves  a  proper  regi¬ 
men,  and  guards  againft  cold.-  The  dodtor 
adds. 

This  is  the  pradtice  of  the  beft  informed 
phyficians  here,  and  has  been  knowrn  to  fucceed 
where  no  applications  had  been  made  for  two 
or  three  weeks,  and  even  where  the  horrid 
fymptoms  attending  thefe  accidents  had  made 
their  appearance,  and  fuch  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  though  accidents  of  this  kind  are 
frequent,  they  are  little  regarded,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  general  opinion,  that  they  may 
be  cured  under  all  circumftances. 


VOL.IV. 


F  f 


Mr. 


APPEN  DI X. 


Mr.  BIRD,  of  Chelmsford ,  Surgeon,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  J.  C.  LETT  SOM,  L.  L.  and  M.  D. 
communicates  the  Caje  of  an  Aneurifm  upon 
the  Tunica  Vaginalis  propria  Tejlis ,  fuccefs - 
fully  treated . 

.  In  December  1790,  Mr.  B - P - ,  of 

Great  Baddow,  applied  to  me  tor  advice,  re¬ 
specting  a  large  tumour  lie  had  in  the  feroium. 
The  account  he  gave  me  of  his  diieafe  was — 
that  about  fix  months  before  I  faw  him,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  violent  tontufion  of  the  ferotum, 
from  the  pommel  of  a  laddie  in  riding  on  horfe- 
back.  A  confiderable  inflammation  enfued, 
and  he  was  near  two  months  confined  under 
the  care  of  a  furgeon,  before  he  was  capable 
of  walking  about.  The  tumour  in  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  ferotum,  at  the  time  I  faw 
it,  much  refembled  an  omental  hernia,  hav- 
ing  a  great  inequality  of  furface,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  be  traced  fo  high  as  the  aper¬ 
ture  in  the  abdominal  mufcles.  In  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  ferotum,  which  was  fomewhat 
difcoloured,  there  was  a  degree  of  hardnefs,  at¬ 
tended  with  an  evident  fluctuation  :  thefe  op- 

pofitc 
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pofite  appearances  Teemed  to  divide  the  tumour 
into  two  portions,  each  of  different  fubftances. 
As  the  patient  was  willing  to  fubmit  to  any 
thing  I  would  recommend,  to  obtain  a  cure  ; 
with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  true  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  I  propofed  the  following  operation,  (af¬ 
ter  previoufly  emptying  the  intfefti'nal  canal 
with  a  purge)  which  was  performed  the  en- 
fuing  day.  I  made  an  incifion  with  a  common 
biftory  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  tumour,  of  four 
inches  in  extent.  I  was  a  little  furpriled  to 
.find  it  confift  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood, 
in  a  coagulated  ftate,  contained  in  a  fac  form¬ 
ed  by  the  cellular  membrane,  which  was  con- 
fiderably  thickened  ;  after  carefully  removing 
this  blood,  I  difcovered  a  laceration,  or  fpuri- 
ous  aneurifm  of  a  large  branch  of  the  fperma- 
tic  artery,  upon  the  tunica  vaginalis  propria 
teftis,  from  which  the  blood  iffued  freely.  I 
readily  fecured  this  veffel  by  afmalLneedle  and 
ligature,  not,  however,  without  fome  appre- 
henfion  of  an  inflammation  of  the  tefticle, 
from  the  pundture  made  by  the  needle  upon 
the  tunic.  I  fhould  have  preferred  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  pieces  of  dried  fponge  ;  but  not  hav¬ 
ing  it  at  hand,  and  the  haemorrhage  increafing 
from  the  removal  of  the  coagulated  blood,  I 
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was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  ligature. 
The  aneuriim  occupying  the  whole  of  the  n  - 
ferior  part  of  the  ferotum,  had  forced  the  tef- 
tis  and  fpermatic  chord,  (which  were  perfectly 
free  from  difeafe)  into  the  fuperior  part,  where 
the  latter  was  convoluted  fo  as  to  occafion  the 
appearance  of  an  omental  hernia,  as  before  de- 
feribed.  The  patient’s  habit  being  much  in¬ 
jured  by  drinking  fpirits  to  excefs,  an  incipi¬ 
ent  mortification  took  place  a  few  days  after 
the  operation ;  which  however,  yielded  to  a 
proper  treatment;  the  wound  wras  completely 
healed  in  nine  weeks,  and  the  patient  remains 
perfectly  well.  Immediately  after  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  ligature,  the  patient  complained 
of  great  pain  in  his  bowels,  with  fpafms,  &c. 
this  fymptom  continued  more  or  lefs  every  day, 
accompanied  with  a  partial  diarrhea  during  the 
whole  of  the  cure,  notwithftanding  every  me¬ 
dicine  that  could  be  adminiftered  for  his  re¬ 
lief. 

Chelmsford, 

May  22 d,  1791. 


The 


The  following  Cafe  was  communicated  by  Mr. 

MALDEN ,  Surgeon ,  Putney  ;  in  a  letter  to 
J .  C.  LETTSOMy  L.  L.  and  M.  D . 

Joseph  Junks,  fmith  and  foldier,  in  the 
firft  regiment  of  Guards,  was  bitten  March 
the  lft,  1792,  by  a  maftiffbitch,  belonging  to 
Jofeph  Wharton,  in  the  thumb  and  forefinger 
of  the  right  hand  :  three  days  after  he  applied 
to  the  furgeons  of  the  regiment,  who  cut  the 
flefh  off  the  thumb  and  finger  quite  to  the 
bone,  and  kept  the  parts  in  fuppuration  fomc 
time,  falivated  him,  and  gave  him  the  pulvis 
antilyffus  every  morning  in  milk.  He  con¬ 
tinued  under  their  care  about  fix  weeks,  when 
he  was  difeharged  as  well,  but  at  every  new 
and  full  moon  the  parts  healed,  broke  out 
afrefh,  and  healed  again  without  help  in  two  or 
three  days.  He  went  on  in  this  manner  till 
the  beginning  of  March  1783,  when  about  the 
full  moon  the  wounds  again  broke  out,  his 
arm  fwelled,  he  appeared  very  wild  in  his 
eyes,  and  in  the  utmoft  anxiety.  In  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  his  diftrefs,  one  of  his  fellow  fmiths 
put  fome  fpirit  of  fait  into  the  wound  :  he 
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continued  all  the  night  in  great  agony  from 
the  application  of  the  fpirit  :  the  next  day  he 
was  much  eafier,  his  wounds  foon  healed*  and 
have  never  broke  out  lince,  and  he  has  conti¬ 
nued  quite  well.  To  remove  every  doubt  of 
the  madnefs  of  the  bitch,  I  fhall  fubjoin  the 
sale  of  Jofeph  Wharton  hirnfclf. 

Jofeph  W  barton,  coach-lrnith,  and  publican, 
aged  38,  received  a  bite  from  his  own  maftiff 
bitch*  a  little  above  the  wait  of  his  right  arm, 
through  his  coat  and  ihirt,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  Jofeph  Junks  was  bitten.  Two 
teeth  entered  on  the  upper  part  of  the  arm, 
and  one  underneath,  fo  as  to  draw  blood.  The 
fame  evening  he  lent  for  the  Ormlkirk  medi¬ 
cine  ;  three  days  after  he  went  to  Margate, 
bathed  in  the  feanine  fucceflive  mornings,  and 
returned  home  without  any  apprehenlion  of 
bad  confequences.  On  the  19th  of  April  he 
complained  of  a  pain  in  his  wrift,  ihoulder, 
and  neck,  and  a  numbnefs  and  weaknefs  in  the 
arm  bitten.  On  the  20th  the  pain  extended 
round  to  his  breaft,  with  convullive  twitchings 
of  the  right  axm  and  lhoulder ;  he  w*as  ex¬ 
tremely  uneufy,  reftlefs  and  low  lpirited,  and 
giddy  at  intervals :  his  urine  high  coloured 
and  clear;  his  pulfe  at  eighty,  rather  low,  with 
2  a  little 
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a  little  irregularity  ;  his  right  arm  cold  and 
paralytic.  On  the  21ft  he  had  paffed  a  very 
reftlefs  night,  was  very  giddy,  ftarted  frequent¬ 
ly  from  his  chair,  and  walked  with  great  agita¬ 
tion  about  the  room,  felt  a  fmall  difficulty  in 
drinking,  which  by  night  was  much  increafed, 
and  by  two  in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  he 
could  not  fwallow  any  liquid;  faying,  his  throat 
was  clofed  on  the  approach  of  liquor  at  the 
place  he  pointed  to,  which  was  about  an  inch 
below  the  pomum  adami :  he  had  a  convul- 
live  catching  in  his  breath,  and  his  eyes  looked 
wild,  but  he  was  perfectly  in  his  fenfes,  and 
fwallowed  fome  toaft  without  difficulty  :  he 
fpoke  remarkably  fhort  and  quick,  and  faid  the 
bringing  any  liquor  to  him  took  his  breath 
away,  and  put  him  to  great  pain.  On  looking 
at  himfelf  in  a  glafs  he  gave  a  great  ftart,  and 
begged  to  have  it  taken  from  him,  as  it  made 
him  fo  giddy  he  could  not  bear  it.  In  the 
evening  of  the  2 2d  his  fymptoms  were  all 
exafperated,  though  he  even  now  walked  about 
the  room  without  fupport :  his  under  lip 
trembled  much,  and  his  eyes  were  blood-fhot- 
ten.  He  continued  growing  worfe  and  worfe, 
and  about  two  in  the  morning  he  became  deli¬ 
rious,  fhaking  his  head  and  throwing  his  fa- 
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liva  about ;  he  foon  after  recovered  his  fenfes 
for  a  little  time,  then  fell  into  convulfions, 
which  continued  till  half  part;  three  in  the 
morning,  when  he  died.  He  had  taken  every 
four  hours  a  bolus  of  gr.  xxv.  cinnab.  antimon. 
Nativ.  and  mofeh.  with  grij.  and  afterwards 
gr.  iij  opii.  he  had  had  a  plafter  of  galbanum 
and  extradt.  thebaic,  to  his  throat,  a  blifter  to 
his  back,  and  a  clyfter  with  affafeetida,  none 
of  which  feemed  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  him. 


The  following  Cafe  of  Spa/m,  was  communicated 
to  the  Society,  by  J.  MALDEN ,  Surgeon, 
Putney . 

On  the  1 6th  of  January  1775,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  neceffary  abfence  of  the  family 
furgeon,  I  was  deiired  to  attend  a  delicate  young 
woman,  about  18  years  of  age,  who  had  had 
for  feveral  weeks  very  finglar  nervous  com¬ 
plaints,  and  under  the  direftion  of  Drs.  Pugh 
and  Lucy  of  Chelmsford,  and  her  apothecary 
had  tried  various  medicines  without  relief. 
Her  fpafms  and  their  mobility  were  the  moft 
extraordinary  I  ever  met  with.  She  would 
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cough  fometimes  an  hour  or  more  inceflantly, 
then  hiccough  an  hour  or  two,  fometimes  fe- 
veral  hours,  then  perhaps  complain  of  violent 
pain  of  the  abdomen  or  fide :  at  other  times 
the  fphindter  mufcle  of  the  bladder  would  be 
affedted,  and  it  became  neceflary  to  ufe  the 
catheter  feveral  weeks  together,  as  this  affec¬ 
tion  became  a  permanent  one  compared  to  the 
others ;  for,  this  excepted,  one  fpafm  ceafed 
upon  the  attack  of  another.  But  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpafm  was  of  fome  of  the  mufcles 
of  the  lower  jaw,  the  digaftrici  chiefly  I  be¬ 
lieve,  which,  in  fpite  of  every  oppofing  force, 
would  partially  diflocate  the  jaw  ;  and  I  have 
been  obliged  to  reduce  it  an  hundred  times  or 
more  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  that 
for  feveral  days  together  :  the  difficulty  of  do¬ 
ing  this  was  exaftly  in  proportion  to  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  time  between  the  diflocation  (allow¬ 
ing  me  to  call  it  fo)  and  the  attempt  to  re¬ 
duce  it :  if  I  attempted  it  immediately,  I  found 
but  little  difficulty,  but,  if  half  an  hour  had 
elapfed,  it  required  confiderable  force  and  per- 
feverance.  I  once  through  neceflity  left  her 
fome  hours,  during  the  greater  part  of  which 
time  the  jaw  was  in  the  ftate  above-mentioned, 
die  unable  either  to  fpeak  or  to  fwallow,  nor 
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when  I  returned  could  I  relieve  her  by  my 
ftrongeft  and  repeated  efforts.  Under  theic 
circumftances,  in  the  greateft  degree  diftrefling 
to  the  patient,  her  friends,  and  myfelf,  I  or¬ 
dered  ^ij  tindt.  thebaic,  in  a  clyfter,  and  while 
(he  was  under  the  influence  of  the  opium,  I 
fortunately  fucceeded  in  the  reduction  ;  but  not 
till  I  had  made  reiterated  attempts.  The  effedts 
of  bleeding  were  as  lingular  in  this  cafe  as  any 
part  of  it.  Whenever  the  fpafm  feized  the 
lungs  and  the  cough  became  mediant,  having 
fo  often  experienced  the  effedts  of  bleeding, 
fhe  pointed  to  her  arm,  requeuing  the  opera¬ 
tion  :  on  loling  a  few  drops  of  blood,  fome- 
times  five,  at  other  times  only  three  drops,  the 
fpafm  inftantaneoufly  ceafed,  fometimes  for  an 
hour,  at  other  times  feveral  hours  ;  nor  do  I 
recoiled!  I  ever  took  more  than  half  an  ounce 
at  a  time,  very  rarely  fo  much  ;  nor  did  it 
ever  fail  of  giving  relief,  though  I  was  under 
the  neceflity  fometimes  of  taking  a  few  drops, 
a  dozen  times  or  more  during  the  day,  and  that 
feveral  days  together,  ufually  not  from  a  frelh 
orifice,  but  by  limply  applying  a  ligature;  nor 
could  the  ligature  have  the  effedt,  as  I  often  got 
a  few  drops  of  blood  without  it,  and  with  the 
fame  fuccel's ;  nor  did  the  bleeding  ever  relieve 
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any  other  fpafm  but  that  of  the  lungs.  Almoft 
every  thing  having  been  tried,  fuch  as  mufk, 
opium,  camphor,  foetid  gums,  valerian,  warm 
bath,  blitters,  &c.  and  the  patient  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  February  remaining  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  when  i  fidt  faw  her  1 5th  Janua¬ 
ry,  and  the  affedion  of  the  jaw  being  the  mod; 
diftreffing  complaint,  as  it  required  myconftant 
attendance ;  it  occurred  to  me  from  the  cates  I 
had  read  of  the  luccefs  of  mercury  in  locked 
jaw,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  try  it  in  this 
lingular,  but,  in  fome  meafure,  anaJagous  cafe. 
I  accordingly  boldly  ordered  calomel,  and  mer¬ 
curial  fridion  :  in  a  very  few  days  her  mouth 
began  to  be  afteded,  and  from  the  moment 
flie  felt  it  fo,  the  fpafm  of  the  jaw  ceated,  and, 
as  I  find  by  my  notes,  I  bled  her  only  once  af¬ 
ter  that  time,  I  prefume  the  fpafm  of  the  lungs 
ceafed  alfo  :  that  of  the  fphinder  veficas  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  whole  month  of  March, 
and  until  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  ufe  of 
the  catheter  being  neceffary  all  the  time,*  and 

though 

*  It  lias  fome  few  times  happened  to  me,  that,  in  fup- 
preflions  of  urine,  when  from  the  tumour  above  the 
pubes,  I  have  been  certain  that  the  bladder  has  been  dif. 
tended  with  urine,  yet  none  has  palfed  through  the  cathe¬ 
ter 
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though,  during  fome  part  of  the  time,  (he  had 
violent  fpafmodic  affedtions  of  the  fide  and 
other  parts,  the  jaw  continued  unaffedied.  In 
the  beginning  of  April  her  father  went  to 
town  to  confult  Dr.  Herberden,  who  ordered 
hergr.  iv.  flor.  zinci  ter  quotidie,  with  common 
emulfion,  but  her  ftomach  would  not  bear  the 
fmalleft  dofe  of  the  zinc,  it  always  exciting 
vomiting.  The  ptyalifm  continued  fome  time, 
and  by  the  beginning  of  May  fhe  had  got  pret¬ 
ty  well.  She  continued  fo  till  July  1776, 
when  flie  had  a  flight  return  of  the  affedfion 
of  the  bladder,  and  I  had  occafion  to  ufe  the 
catheter  only  two  days.  She  afterwards  got 
into  perfedt  health  and  fpirits,  and  remained  fo 
till  the  30th  of  Odtober  in  the  fame  year,  when 


ter,  though  I  could  not  doubt  but  the  inflrument  had  fair¬ 
ly  palled  into  the  bladder.  It  is  poflible  a  fungus  may 
occupy  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  be  the  impediment; 
but  generally,  I  believe,  it  arifes  from  the  holes  of  the 
catheter  being  obltru&ed  by  blood  or  mucus :  in  fuch 
cafes  I  have  fuccccded,  by  injefting  pretty  forcibly,  by 
means  of  a  vegetable  elaflic  bottle,  or  pouch  fyringe,  as 
it  is  called,  fome  warm  water  through  the  catheter,  which 
removes  the  obflru&ing  caufe,  and  then  the  urine  readily 
pa  es ;  it  feems  therefore  advifeable  that  every  furgeon 
fhould  be  provided  with  fyringes  fitted  to  his  catheters  as 
necefiary  adjun&s. 


a  cat 
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a  cat  accidentally  jumping  upon  her  in  the  dark 
from  a  window,  brought  back  the  whole  train 
of  fymptoms  exadtly  as  before,  but  if  poffible 
with  more  violence,  particularly  the  affedtion 
of  the  jaw.  Encouraged  and  juftified  by  the 
former  fuccefs,  I  immediately  re-attacked  the 
complaint  with  mercury;  and  as  before,as  foon 
as  ever  the  mouth  became  affedted,  the  fpafm 
ceafed,  and  by  the  14th  of  November  all  her 
complaints  had  left  her.  In  my  zeal  to  relieve 
her  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  as  the  mercury  had 
no  violent  effedts  in  the  firftinftance,  I  ufed  it  ra¬ 
ther  too  freely,  fo  that  the  fwellingof  the  fauces 

« 

and  tongue  came  on  fo  rapidly,  that  I  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  alarmed,  left  I  £hould  lofe  my  patient 
by  fuffocation;  but  a  plentiful  fpitting  came  on 
and  relieved  my  fears.  She  afterwards  married, 
and  I  have  never  heard  fhe  has  had  any  return 
of  fuch  complaints. 

Though  in  this  cafe  the  bleeding  had  no  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  fpafm  of  the  fphindler  veficse, 
I  can  fubjoin  one  on  the  authority  of  my  fa¬ 
ther,  where  it  had.  A  young  woman,  frighten¬ 
ed  by  a  cat  being  fhut  up  in  her  room,  loft 
the  power  of  expelling  her  urine  :  different  re¬ 
medies  were  tried  ineffedtually  for  feveral 
days,  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  being  neceffary.; 

my 
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my  father  then  bled  her;  during  the  operation 
the  urine  flowed  fpontaneoufly,  and  from  that 
time  (he  was  cured. 

A  woman  of  about  43,  very  corpulent, 
addifted  to  drinking,  and  who  had  had  iome 
fymptoms  of  paralyfis,  was  ordered  by  Sir 
Richard  Jebb  £gr.  m£rcur.  calcinat.  made 
into  a  pill,  with  a  iittleTheriac.  Andromach.  to 
be  taken  every  night  for  a  liver  complaint. — 
The  firth  dofe  (lie  took  was  followed  in  two 
hours  time  by  confiderable  paralytic  affedtions 
of  the  upper  parts  of  the  body,  particularly 
the  mouth,  which  was  much  diftorted.  I  ad- 
vifed  her  not  to  repeat  the  pill  for  the  prefen t, 
and  in  about  a  fortnight  her  paralytic  com¬ 
plaint  was  removed.  Thinking  it  fcarcely 
pofiible  that  jgr.  mercur.  calcin.  could  pro¬ 
duce  the  effects  mentioned,  I  advifed  her  to 
try  it  again  ;  flic  contented,  on  condition  that 
fhe  fhould  take  it  in  the  morning  inftead  of 
night,  as  fhe  ihould  not  be  fo  much  frighten¬ 
ed,  if  the  fame  confequences  enfued.  She  ac¬ 
cordingly  took  a  fecond  dofe,  fome  little  time 
after,  (he  exclaimed, for  God’s  fake  I  am  dying! 
and  expire^  immediately  in  her  chair. 


April 
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April  23d,  1792,  Mr.  MALDE  V,  of  Putney, 
communicated  the  following  hiftory  of  Tcenia , 
cured  by  Oil  of  T urpentine . 

John  Collet,  a  man  between  40  and 
50,  had  for  13  years  been  fubjedt  to  the  tape 
worm,  during  which  time  he  does  not  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  gone  to  ftool  once  without  voiding 
fome  portion  of  the  worm,  fometimes  an  inch 
or  two  long,  and  different  lengths,  to  upwards 
of  ten  yards,  which  is  the  longed:  he  ever 
voided.  He  took  various  remedies  without 
finding  relief.  Having  accidentally  received 
a  fall,  he  was  advifed  to  take  fome  oil  of  tur¬ 
pentine,  he  accordingly  took  about  two  tea- 
fpoonsful :  on  that  day  he  was  rather  purged, 
and  voided  one  portion  of  the  worm  meafur- 
ing  more  than  five  yards,  and  a  great  number 
of  fmall  portions,  fince  which  time  he  has  not 
been  able  to  obferve  any  more  of  the  worm. 
It  is  now  three  years  and  a  half  fince  he  took 
the  turpentine. 


June 
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June  22(3,  1 789*  Vl  Cafe  of  Strangulated  Her¬ 
nia,  iv as  communicated  by  IV.  LIVINGSTON 
M.  D.  C.  M.  S.  Aberdeen. 

The  fubjedtof  this  cafe  was  a  youth  about 
1 4  years  of  age,  who,  from  fome  violent  exer- 
tion  on  February  lit,  1786,  had  an  Inguinal 
Hernia  produced  ;  on  the  9th  a  gangrene  took 
place,  and  on  the  12th  he  was  received  into 
the  Aberdeen  Infirmary,  at  which  time  Dr. 
Livinglton  firft  faw  him  ;  when  he  found  that 
the  ferotum,  hernial  fac,  and  the  ftrangulated 
inteftine,  were  fphacelated,  and  an  opening  form¬ 
ed  through  which  the  faeces  were  difeharged ; 
confiderable  tumefaction,  and  tenfion  about  the 
abdominal  rings ;  the  frequency  of  his  pullewas 
not  much  increafed ;  the  parts  wrere  covered 
with  common  dreffings,  and  cataplafms  :  bark, 
with  wine,  was  given.  About  ten  days  after, 
the  Iphacelated  parts  feparated,  and  came  off, 
which  enlarged  the  opening,  and  gave  a  great¬ 
er  vent  for  the  faeculent  difeharges  ;  there  was 
but  little  alteration  in  the  next  fortnight,  ex¬ 
cept  that  his  pulfe  was  more  quick,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  wine  was  then  increafed,  and  an  ano¬ 
dyne  was  given  at  night. 


About 
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About  the  fourth  week  from  his  admiftion, 
the  granulations  were  healthy ;  the  inteftinal 
difcharges  were  lefs  thin,  and  lome  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  came  per  anum,  which  increafed  as  the 
opening  in  the  fcrotum  and  inteftine  became 
lefs,  and  in  feven  weeks  after  he  was  received 
into  the  infirmary,  there  remained  only  a  fu- 
perficial  ulcer,  and  the  whole  of  the  faecal  dif- 
charge  paffed  by  the  natural  palTage,  and  his 
cure  was  completed  in  the  firft  week  in  May. 

1  he  Dodtor  faw  him  when  he  wrote  out  this 
cafe  ;  there  was  then  only  a  fmall  thickening 
on  that  fide  of  the  fcrotum  1  but  no  appearance 
of  protruded  inteftine ;  he  thought  the  tefticle 
rather  diminifhed. 


A  Cafe  of  Morbid  Retention  of  Urine ,  with  a  De- 
fcription  of  the  Parts  difeafed ,  after  Death, 
was  communicated  by  the  fame . 

t 

The  patient,  who  was  74  years  of  age,  had 
been,  for  feveral  years  occafionally,  fubjedted 
to  a  retention  of  urine,  but  hitherto  had  receiv¬ 
ed  relief  from  the  catheter.  On  the  23d  of 
May  1789,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Aberdeen 
Vol.  IV,  G  g  Infirmary. 
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Infirmary.  He  had  not  pafTed  any  urine  from 
the  i8th;  he  had  fuffered  much  pain;  hisftrength 
was  much  exhauited,  and  his  pulfe  was  fre¬ 
quent  and  feeble  ;  there  was  tenfion  about  the 
region  of  the  pubes,  and  the  abdomen  was  ge¬ 
nerally  dirtended ;  he  had  no  flool  for  four  days. 
The  catheter  was  ufed,  and  about  a  quart  of 
urine  came  off,  but  fuddenly  ftopt :  this  did 
not  appear  to  relieve  him  ;  llools  were  procur¬ 
ed  by  an  enema  ;  the  abdomen  was  fomented, 
and  wine  was  given  him.  On  the  next  day  the 
fame  quantity  of  urine  was  drawn  off,  but 
without  any  relief ;  his  ftrength  gradually  failed 
him,  and  he  died  on  the  25th. 

Ten  quarts  of  water  were  found  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen  ;  the  bladder  was  empty ; 
its  internal  coat  appeared  to  have  been  inflam¬ 
ed  in  feveral  places,  and  at  the  fundus,  in  the 
centre  of  a  livid  fpot,  a  circular  hole  was  difco- 
vered,  large  enough  to  admit  the  fulled  fized 
black  lead  pencil :  the  proflate  gland  was  dou¬ 
ble  its  natural  fize,  and  its  fubliftance  was 
fchirrous.  Dr.  Livingfton  confiders  this  flate  of 
the  proflate  gland,  to  have  been  the  caufe  of 
this  difeafe. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  HUBBARD,  of  New  Haven  in  Connecti¬ 
cut ,  C.  M.  S.  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  LETTSOM , 
October  17  th,  1791, 

1 

Communicated  a  cafe  wherein  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  Nettles  (Urtica  dicecia)  to  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body,  reftored  animation  which 
had  been  fufpended  at  leaft  an  hour  and  af¬ 
ter  friction  and  the  ufual  external  ftimulants 
had  been  tried  in  vain.  The  perfon  had  been 
{truck  by  lightning,  and  the  mufcles  of  one 
thigh  and  leg  had  been  much  torn  by  it.  The 
body  when  found  was  become  quite  cold,  and 
had  neither  the  leaft  appearance  of  life,  nor 
afforded  the  fmalleft  hope  of  its  reftoration. 
The  nettles  caufed  the  ikin  to  rife  confiderably, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  figns  of  re¬ 
turning  animation  appeared. 

This  fuccefs  induced  Dr.  Hubbard  to  try 
the  fame  application  in  paralytic  cafes,  and  in 
thefe  he  has  often  found  it  a  fuccefsful  re¬ 
medy. 
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The  following  Cafe from  the  late  Mr.  THOMAS 
DENMON  LEDW ARD ,  Surgeon  of  the 
Bounty ,  was  communicated  by  Dr.  CLOUGH , 
April  9th  1792. 

On  Monday  15th  of  Align  ft,  1785,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sturges,  about  1 8  years  of  age,  accidental¬ 
ly  received  a  fmall  wound  in  the  left  temple, 
juft  above  the  cheek-bone,  with  a  fickle, 
(with  very  little  apparent  force)  which  hung 
by  its  point  in  the  wound,  and  was  extracted 
with  the  greateft  difficulty.  She  fell  down 
fenfelefs,  but  foon  came  to  herfelf,  and  purfued 
her  ufual  employment,  until  the  next  after¬ 
noon,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  a  moft  fevere 
rigor,  an  excruciating  pain  in  her  head,  was 
giddy,  had  frequent  inclinations  to  vomit,  and 
was  extremely  reftlefs.  She  had  an  exceeding 
bad  night,  and  in  the  morning  was  delirious 
in  the  evening,  a  furgeon  was  fent  for,  fhe  was 
then  deprived  of  her  fpeech,  an  emphyfemat- 
ous  tumor  occupied  the  left  fide  of  her  head 
and  neck,  clofing  the  eye  on  that  fide  ;  the  re- 
fpiration  was  interrupted,  with  ftertor,  and 
the  pulfe  intermitted.  The  pupil  of  the  right 
eye  was  very  much  dilated,  her  jaw  was  lock¬ 
ed. 


APPENDIX, 

cd,  her  hair  bedewed  with  a  cold  fweat,  and 
her  extremities  quite  cold. 

On  examining  the  temple  a  fmall  wound 
was  found,  into  which  a  probe  was  introduced 
with  the  greateft  difficulty,  and  neither  frac¬ 
ture  nor  depreffion  could  be  difcovered ;  the 
wound  did  not  appear  to  be  above  half  an 
inch  in  depth.  A  branch  of  the  temporal 
artery  was  divided,  and  about  five  ounces  of 
blood  was  taken  away :  this  was  all  that  could 
be  attempted  for  her  relief,  as  Ihe  died  in  five 
or  fix  minutes  after. 

On  removing  the  integuments,  which  were 
extremely  hardened,  and  fwelled  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  an  inch,  it  was  difcovered  that  the 
point  of  the  fickle  had  penetrated  through  the 
temporal  bone,  about  half  an  inch  above  the 
os  malae,  making  a  fmall  hole,  (without  depref* 
lion,)  which  would  fcarcely  admit  a  large  fized 
probe.  On  removing  a  piece  of  the  bone  it 
was  found  that  the  fickle  had  alfo  penetrated 
through  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  and  had  advanc¬ 
ed  about  half  an  inch  into  the  fubftance  of  the 
brain,  which  portion  was  filled  with  coagu¬ 
lated  blood,  as  were  alfo  the  interftices-  be¬ 
tween  the  membranes, 
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March  25th,  1792.  A  Cafe  was  communicated 
by  Dr.  PERFECT ,  of  Lofs  of  Speech ,  re¬ 
covered  by  drawing  electrical  Sparks  from  the 
Throat . 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  laft,  a  young  lady 
of  fafhion,  by  a  cold  contracted  from  lying  in 
a  damp  bed,  loft  her  voice  fo  entirely  for  above 
four  months ,  that  fhe  was  under  the  neceflity 
of  fpeaking  always  in  a  whifpering  tone,  and 
that  fo  very  low  and  weak,  that  it  was  very 
difficult  to  underftand  what  fhe  uttered.  She 
confulted  many  medical  people,  both  in  town 
and  country  : — all  their  remedies  proved  inef¬ 
fectual,  Finding  fhe  had  been  continually 
tormented  by  a  flow  and  conftant  fever,  I 
preferibed  her  four  grains  of  Dr.  fames' s 
Powder  every  night,  witli  a  f aline  mixture  in 
the  coiirfe  of  the  day.  In  a  few  days  fhe  had 
loft  her  fever,  but  her  voice  remained  in  the 
fame  ftate,  I  next  advifed  bracing  and  ftrength- 
ening  medicines  and  that  her  throat  fhould 
be  Jl  earned  with  a  preparation  of  herbs ,  vinegar , 
and  camphor.  This  being  repeated,  after  a 
few  days,  fhe  was  enabled  to  pronounce  a  mo- 
nofyllable  or  two,  but  not  very  diftinCt,  and. 
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in  a  very  fhort  time  after,  again  loft  the  power 
of  utterance.  It  then  occurred  to  me,  it  would 
not  be  impoffible  to  obtain  fome  advantage,  by 
extrading  a  few  electrical  J parks  from  her 
throat.  I  confequently  propofed  it,  and  fhe  very 
willingly  confented  to  the  experiment.  The 
firft  day  of  trial  die  underwent  the  operation 
only  for  Jive  minutes  $  during  this  fhort  period, 
to  the  furprize  of  everyone  prefent,  her  voice 
inftantly  returned  :  fhe  fpoke  feveral  words, 
whilft  feated  on  the  electrical  chair ,  diftind  and 
with  tolerable  firmnefs  of  voice ;  but,  in 
about  half  an  hour  after  again  loft  her  voice. — 
The  next  day  a  fecond  trial  was  made,  and  fhe 
v/as  kept  on  the  chair  for  half  an  hour,  during 
which  time  /parks,  which  were  vivid  and 
Jl. rong ,  were  continually  excited  from  her 
throat.  During  this  operation  her  voice  again 
returned,  and  fhe  fpoke  plain,  and  with  far 
greater  eafe,  than  on  the  preceding  day,  and  her 
voice  continued  firm ,  natural ,  and  articulate , 
for  the  fpace  of  an  hour ,  and  then  funk  again 
to  her  ufual  whifper.  The  third  and  fourth 
time  lafted  for  an  hour  ;  the  laft  of  which 
produced  a  wonderful  effed  3  indeed  fhe  retain¬ 
ed  her  voice  perfedly  the  whole  evening,  went 
to  bed,  and  the  next  morning  had  the  fatisfac- 
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tion  to  find  her  voice  remain  unimpaired.  At 
her  own  particular  r.equcft  fhe  has  been  elec¬ 
trified  two  or  three  times  fince,  for  above  fifteen 
ov  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  and  (till  enjoys  the 
ufe  of  her  voice  as  well  as  ever  (he  did  in  her 
life. 


A  Cafe  of  Chorea  Sanffi  Viti ,  with  Obfervations 
on  the  Locked  faw9  and  on  the  Hydrophobia , 
by  JOHN  ANDREE,  M.  D.  Hertford , 

were  read  November  2  2d,  1792. 

% 

The  very  indifferent  fuccefs  which  is 
known  to  have  attended  the  cuftomary  modes 
of  treating  St.  Vitus’s  Dance,  feeming  to  re¬ 
quire  a  trial  of  lome  other  remedy,  a  cafe  oc¬ 
curred,  in  which  I  was  induced  to  try  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  white  vitriol. 

The  patient,  a  girl  of  7  years  old,  and  of  an 
irritable  temper,  had,  without  any  evident  pre- 
difpofing  caufe,  an  attack  of  this  difeafe,  fo 
gradual,  that  it  was  in  a  confirmed  ftate  wThen 
I  firft  faw  her  on  the  28th  of  February,  1789, 
Some  purges  had  been  given  her,  but  aware  of 
the  ftrange  efFccfts  produced  by  worms,  I 

judged 
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judged  it  neceffary,  to  prefcribe  the  following 
vermifuge,  in  order  to  afcertain  this  point,  be¬ 
fore  any  other  methods  were  taken,  Limat. 
ftann.  gr.  xij  nodte  &  mane  fumend.  and  the 
following  powder  every  third  morning. 

R  Pul,  jallap.  g.  viij.  pulv.  zingiber, 
gr.  iij. 

No  worms  however  were  voided. 

March  loth.  The  fymptoms  were  more 
violent, 

R  Vitr.  alb.  gr.  iij.  pulv.  aromat.  gr.  ij. 

Conf.  rof.  q.  s,  m.  f.  pil.  mane 
and  node  fumenda. 

The  pills  kept  the  bowels  lax,  and  produced 
a  gradual  amendment  till  April  the  8th,  when 

the  appetite  returning  as  the  fpafmodic  affec- 

/ 

tions  grew  weaker,  her  recovery  became  more 
remarkable,  and  on  the  26th,  fhe  was  per¬ 
fectly  well. 

The  cure,  I  think,  cannot  but  be  attribut¬ 
ed  to  the  white  vitriol ;  lince  no  other  medi¬ 
cine  was  adminiftered,  except  the  aromatic 
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powder,  &c.  which  were  added  merely  with 
a  view  to  prevent  naufea  or  purging. 

The  cafe  of  Locked  Jaw  occurred  in  the 
perfon  of  Ann  Donn,  a  weakly  child  of  6:} 
years  old,  in  St.  Clement’s  Workhoule,  Lon¬ 
don.  She  had  a  fmall  fteatomatous  tumour 
on  her  chin,  which,  having  fuppurated  of  it- 
felf,  was  emptied  by  preflure  between  my  fin¬ 
ger  and  thumb.  The  pain  occafioned  by 
fquee^ing  the  part  induced  her  to  cry  out,  and 
to  contract  the  mouth  on  one  fide,  producing 
adiftortion  which  continued  till  death.  The 
organs  of  deglutition  were  affedted  with  fpafm, 
and  the  jaws  became  immoveably  clofed  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  hours.  The  free  ufe  of  opium 

for  the  firft  two  days  proving  fruitlefs,  (he  now 
took  the  white  vitriol  four  times  a  day,  in  fuc- 

cefiive  dofes,  from  3  grains  to  6.  By  this  lat¬ 
ter  quantity  both  the  ftomach  and  bowels  were 
flightly  affected,  and  after  continuing  it  a  week, 
the  jaws  were  io  far  capable  of  reparation,  as  to 
admit  my  finger,  and  to  allow  of  her  fvvallow- 
ing  folid  food.  Notwithflanding  this  the  gra¬ 
dually  funk  and  died,  without  pain  or  any  other 
fymptom,  but  that  of  weaknefs.  Mr.  Moore 
jun«*.  of  Norfolk-ftreet,  attended  this  patient 
with  me,  and,  I  think,  fuggefted  the  ufe  of 
the  white  vitriol. 


In 
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In  the  hydrophobia ,  that  fatal  and  terrible 
difeafe,  for  which  we  are,  as  yet,  in  pofleffion 
of  no  remedy,  I  am  inclined,  from  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  following  cafe,  of  a  fimilar  affec¬ 
tion,  from  a  different  caufe,  to  recommend  the 
application  of  extremely  cold  fluids  to  the 
head,  neck  and  adjacent  parts.  Equal  por¬ 
tions  of  fait  ammoniac  and  nitre  applied,  in  the 
adl  of  folution,  befl:  anfwer  this  end,  and  by 
way  of  abating  irritability,  fome  good  might 
arife  from  keeping  the  patient  immerfed,  for 
a  fufficient  length  of  time,  in  the  cold  bath.* 
The  cafe  I  allude  to,  was  that  of  a  man  whom 
I  attended  with  Mr.  Toplis,  apothecary,  in 
Drury-Lane;  and  who,  from  an  accidental 
wound  in  the  leg,  occafioned  by  getting 
through  a  window,  was  feized  with  Hydro¬ 
phobia,  attended  with  fpafms  of  the  mufcles 
of  the  head,  arms,*  neck,  breaft  and  throat, 
and  a  complete  inability  of  fwallowing,  of 
which  he  died.  He  had,  of  his  own  fuggef- 
tion,  defired  the  repeated  application  of  cold 
wet  cloths  to  his  head,  neck,  &c.  a  procels,  to 

*  Cold  bathing  is  recommended  by  Hippocrates  for  the 
Tetanus  and  other  fpafmodic  disorders. 
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the  palliative  effedts  of  which,  I  was  myfelf  a 
witnefs.  The  patient,  whofe  fymptoms  did 
not  occur  till  about  fix  weeks  after  the  acci¬ 
dent,  (the  period  at  which  the  hydrophobia 
arifing  from  the  bite  of  mad  animals  ufually 
appears)  had  never  been  bitten,  nor  experi¬ 
enced  any  accident,  to  which  luch  confe- 
quences  could  be  attributed,  except  the  wound 
in  the  leg,  which  was  nearly  healed  at  the  time 
of  the  attack. 

The  aerophobia,  a  fymptom  mentioned  by 
a  French  author,  as  having  occurred  in  fome 
cafes  of  hydrophobia,  I  had  once  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing,  in  a  blackfmith  who  had  been 
bitten  on  the  finger.  He  was  fo  extremely 
irritable,  that  the  air  coming  in  on  opening 
the  chamber  door,  increafed  the  l'pafms,  which 
affedted  the  body  univerfally.  This  man  died, 
exhaufted  by  the  difeafe,  and  was  the  third  in- 
ftance  of  hydrophobia  which  I  had  feen,  and 
which  had  occurred  fix  weeks  after  the  bite. 
None  of  thefe  patients  became  delirious. 

The  practice  of  excilion,  as  a  preventive, 
is  thought  to  be  the  only  fecure  method  of 
treating  thefe  accidents ;  yet  there  is  a  rifk  of 
the  whole  not  being  removeable  by  the  knife, 
owing  to  the  depth  or  direction  of  the  wound  ; 

and 
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and  for  this  reafon,  I  am  inclined  to  prefer  the 
adtual  cautery,  as  recommended  by  Galen. 
The  pain  of  this  operation  is  fo  much  lefs  than 
might  be  fuppofed,  that  a  gentleman’s  footboy, 
who  underwent  the  operation  on  two  of  his 
fingers,  by  my  advice,  faid  he  would  undergo 
it  again  for  fixpence  ;  and  I  have  been  allured 
by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  cauterized  a  wound 
on  his  own  finger,  that  the  pain  is  very  bear¬ 
able.  Thefe  fadts  feem  to  fpeak  ftrongly  in 
favour  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  I  hope 
will  encourage  thofe  unfortunate  perfons  who 
have  been  expofed  to  this  fort  of  danger,  to  agree 
to  the  immediate  performance  of  it,  as  the 
moll:  likely  method  of  preventing  fatal  confe- 
quences.  It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  add,  that, 
in  employing  the  hot  iron,  every  part  of  the 
wound  ihould  be  thoroughly  and  effedlually 
cauterized. 


ExiraEl 


434 


APPENDIX. 


Extrattof  a  letter from  Dr.  JOHN  JVARREN 
of  Bojlon ,  to  Dr.  LETT  SOM,  dated  May 
30th  1790. 

The  influenza,  well  known  in  Europe,  per¬ 
vaded  thewholeof  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  autumn  ;  the  fymp- 
toms  with  which  it  was  attended,  were  much 
the  fame  with  thofe  deferibed  by  Dr.  Fothergill 
in  his  works,  and  by  Dr.  Hamilton  in  his  letter 
to  you,  contained  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Society  of  London,  as  attendant  on  the 
epidemic  of  1782  ;  and  with  us  fimilar  me¬ 
thods  of  treatment,  with  thofe  therein  re¬ 
commended,  were  generally  found  fuccefsful. 
It  prevailed  here  in  November  and  December ; 
at  Georgia,  the  mofl  fouthern  ftate  in  the  uni¬ 
on,  in  September;  and  in  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  December. 

The  prefent  fpring  with  us  has  been  re¬ 
markable  for  an  epidemic  almofl:  as  univer- 
fally  prevalent,  as  that  in  the  autumn ;  the 
fymptoms,  however,  were  widely  different, 
fo  far  at  leaf!:  as  they  have  fallen  under  my  own 
obfervation.  In  the  latter,  the  affedtion  was 
almoft  entirely  confined  to  Schneider's  mem¬ 
brane  ; 
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brane ;  infomuch,  that  although  the  fame 
difeafe  has  frequently  made  its  appearance  in 
this  country  before,  yet,  from  its  afluming  the 
form  of  a  catarrhal  fever,  it  has  never  been 
noticed  under  any  other  denomination.  In 
the  former,  this  membrane  was  feldom  difeaf- 
ed  :  the  attack  was  for  the  moft  part  fudden 
and  violent,  generally  without  any  cough  at 
this  period ;  without  coryza,  and  without 
thofe  pungent  pains,  fo  remarkable  in  the  in¬ 
fluenza,  about  the  frontal  flnufes.  I  do  not 
recoiled:  feeing  a  Angle  inftance  of  that  fenfe 
of  ftridure  in  the  antra  Highmoriana,  which 
in  many  cafes  attended  patients  in  the  autumn. 
The  predominant  complaint  at  the  feizure, 
was  violent  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  fome- 
times  with  head-ach,  often  however  without, 
and  rarely  preceded  by  very  fevere  rigor. 
The  pulfe  frequent,  feldom  full,  fometimes 
indeed  hard,  and  attended  with  peripneumonic 
aflfedions.  The  tongue  oftener  dry,  than  in 
the  former  epidemic,  but,  like  that,  covered 
with  very  little  faburra. 

In  this  ftage  an  emetic  generally  removed 
all  the  complaints  in  thirty-flx  or  forty-eight 
hours,  except  the  debility ;  this  continued 
with  lofs  of  appetite,  frequently  for  feveral 

days 
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days  afterwards.  Small  dofes  of  emetic  tar¬ 
tar*  combined  with  an  opiate  preparation, 
were  fometimes  necelfary  to  determine  to  the 
fkin,  promote  expectoration,  and  relieve  a 
flight  cough  with  which  fome  were  afflicted. 
Thofe  who  did  not  take  the  emetic  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  were  not  fo  completely  relieved  by  it 
afterwards,  and  the  cure  was  often  protracted 
to  the  term  of  two  or  three  weeks.  In  no  dif- 
eafe  do  I  recollect  ever  to  have  met  with  fuch 
immediate  and  fenfible  fuccefs  from  medicines 
of  this  clafs,  as  in  that  which  I  am  defcribing, 
and  this  I  may  remark  *  was  by  no  means  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  matter  evacuated 
from  the  ftomach,  for  the  relief  was  as  com¬ 
plete,  when  little  or  nothing  was  difcharged 
but  the  fubftances  juft  taken  down,  as  when 
large  quantities  of  bile  were  ejected. 

The  efficacy  of  the  emetic  feems  to  have 
depended  upon  the  relaxation  of  the  cutaneous 
vefiels,  confequent  on  the  naufea  which  it 
excited,  and  upon  the  force  of  reaction  in  the 
aft  of  vomiting,  produced  by  the  contraction 
of  the  diaphragm  and  of  the  abdominal  muf- 
des.  The  facility  with  which  the  fevere  pains 
of  the  breaft,  and  the  flitches  in  the  fide  ex¬ 
perienced  by  fome,  yielded  to  this  remedy, 

feems 
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Teems  to  have  confirmed  the  hypothefis,  that 
they  were  fpafmodic,  and  to  remove  the 
fpafm,  was  the  evident  indication.  I  mull 
however  remark  that  the  fweats  with  which 
this  difeafe  terminated,  were  by  no  means  To 
profit  fe,  a9  in  the  autumnal  epidemic  ;  they 
were  rather  a  moderate  and  univerfal  diapho- 
refis. 

Children  under  eight  years  of  age  common¬ 
ly  efcaped  it,  as  they  did  alfo  that  of  the  au¬ 
tumn.  Few  adults  were  exempt  from  its  ra¬ 
vages  ;  and  I  cannot  find  that  the  aged  were 
lefs  fubjeft  to  it  than  others ;  moft  who  died 
were  of  the  latter  clafs,  yet  the  bills  of  mor¬ 
tality  were  remarkably  enlarged  in  all  ages  at 
the  epidemic  period.  It  began  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February  in  Bofton,  and  fpread  as  uni- 
verfally  through  the  country  as  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  and  that  with  fuch  aftonifhing  rapidity, 
that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  notice  any  cir- 
cumftances  that  might  lead  to  afeertaining  the 
degree  of  its  contagion.  It  is  now  about  three 
weeks  iince  it  ceafed  in  this  capital,  and  we 
have  not  yet  obtained  any  very  accurate  hif- 
tories  of  its  progrefs  in  the  country.  The 
firft  appearance  of  it  is  faid  to  have  been  earlier 
than  here,  pretty  high  up  on  the  1  Lucljon  river, 

\ol.IV.  Hh  thence 
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thence  it  is  faid  to  have  proceeded  down  Con~ 
nefticut  river,  and  to  have  bent  its  courfe  hi¬ 
ther  ;  after  which  we  heard  of  it  at  PortJ'moutht 
fixty  miles  eaftward,  before  it  appeared  at 
Safari,  which  is  forty  miles  on  this  fide  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  New  Hampshire.  At  New- York  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  its  appearance  was  fomewhat 
later  than  here,  and  our  beloved  Prefident 
Wafhington  is  but  now  on  the  recovery  from  a 
very  fevere  and  dangerous  attack  of  it,  in 
that  city. 

From  all  accounts  which  I  have  been  able 
to  collect,  bleeding  was  fometimes,  though 
feldom,  had  recourfe  to  :  bliftering  very  com¬ 
monly,  and  almoft  uniformly  with  fuccefs,  ef- 
pecially  in  cafes  where  the  difeafe  affumed  the 
form,  as  it  was  often  obferved  to  do,  of  a 
rheumatic  affe&ion. 

Whether  this  is  a  variety  of  influenza,  or 
a  new  difeafe  with  us,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  deter¬ 
mine.  The  firft  flage  of  it  appears  very  dif- 
fimilar,  but  the  laft  approaches  nearer  to  a 
likenefs.  I  have  not*  met  with  any  account 
of  it  under  this  form,  and  can  fcarcely  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  difference  of  feafon  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  explain  the  variation  of  fymptoms  ;  nor, 
fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  are  {here  any  inflances  re¬ 
corded 
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corded  of  its  return  in  Europe,  at  fo  fhort  an 
interval.  The  periods  of  1510,  57,  80,  87, 

1709,  32  and  33*  43>  62,67,75,  anc^  82,  being 
much  more  diftant. 

The  fummer  preceding  the  autumnal  dif- 
eafe,  was  remarkably  hot,  the  mean  heat  of  the 
thermometer  in  September  was  75 0  and  in 
O&ober  63°,  which  are  ten  degrees  higher 
than  ufual.  The  laft  winter  was  uncommon¬ 
ly  mild  and  rainy  :  the  difeafes  of  this  feafon 
were  numerous,  particularly  thofe  of  the  fy« 
nocha  and  typhus. 
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